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NARRATIVE. 



It has long been my desire to lay before the public 
the facts and documents which explain the operations of 
the forces under my command in the campaign of 1861. 
The misapprehensions, the misrepresentations which ob- 
tained currency in the absence of correct information 
on the subject, strongly prompted me to supply it, in 
justice to myself and to those who served with me. I 
have, however, been delayed in doing so by public con- 
siderations to which I will presently advert ; but as they 
have, by lapse of time, lost the force that was attributed 
to them, I now feel myself at liberty to make a brief 
but well-attested contribution to the earlier history of 
the war. 

On the 25th of July, 1861, the term of the three 
months' troops from Pennsylvania, whom I commanded, 
having expired, I was relieved from the conamand of my 
Department in Virginia, and, having been honorably 
discharged from the military service of the United States, 
returned to civil life. 

The arms of the country had recently met with a 
severe disaster at Bull Run, and the public, whose ex- 
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pectation of success had been of .the most sanguine char 
racter, were correspondingly depressed. Although con- 
scious that I had executed, as far as lay in my power, 
every order that I had received, and was in no degree 
responsible for a disaster that I could not prevent, I was 
not surprised that I, as well as every other officer hold- 
ing any command of importance at the time, should be 
the object of popular clamor. I was quite satisfied, 
however, to await the returning sense of the people, and 
to abide by their decision, when the natural passion and 
disappointment of the hour should pass away, saad a full 
knowledge of the facts should enable them to form an 
intelligent and dispassionate judgment. This would 
very surely and certainly have come about, had it not 
been the interest of a great many persons in authority 
that the truth should not be known, and that no fair 
judgment of the cause of the disaster should be arrived 
at by the public. 

It was of course desirable for those who had directed 
the movements at Bull Eun to refer their defeat, if pos- 
sible, to an occurrence for which they were not respon- 
sible, and not allow it to be attributed to any want of 
foresight or military skill on their part. The theory, 
therefore, that it was Johnston''s unexpected arrival with 
reinforcements that lost them the battle, for which I was 
entirely responsible, answered the purpose exactly, was 
most ingenious, and highly gratifying to the wounded 
self-love of the army and the country. 

The only drawback to the theory was that it was 
untrue. The truth is, I could not hold Johnston in the 
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position where they had placed me, and they knew it. 
His arrival was not unexpected, for I had apprised them 
of it ; and his coming did not cause the loss of the battle, 
as I can show by the testimony of the most distinguished 
soldiers who were present at it. 

In determining upon the best mode of repelling these 
charges, bearing a semi-ofl&cial character, I deemed it 
wise to consult with some of the regular officers of high 
distinction, who had served under me, and in whose 
judgment I had always placed great reliance. Major- 
General George H. Thomas, who had held a command 
under me, and whose subsequent brilliant career has 
justified the high opinion I was then- led to entertain 
of him, writes to a mutual friend as follows : 



" Camp nbak Htattstown, Md., 
August 25, 1861. 

" Dear Colonel : 

" Tour note has just been banded me. I had a conver- 
sation with Newton yesterday on the subject of General 
Patterson's campaign. He was on the eve of writing to the 
General, and asked me what be should state was my opinion 
as to the General's course. I told him that be could say 
that, if I were situated as be was, I would make a statement 
of aU tbe facts to tbe General-in-cbief, or tbe Secretary of 
"War, fortifying it with copies of tbe orders, &c., and demand 
justice at tbeir bands, and, if tbey were not disposed to give 
it, I would then demand a court of inquiry. 

" Yours truly, 

" Geo. H. Thomas. 

" P. S. I think, however, that time will set tbe General 
aU right, as I see tbe papers are much more favorable to bim 
than at first." 
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General John Newton and General Fitz-John Porter 
both concurring that the course indicated by General 
Thomas was the true one, and that a newspaper contro- 
versy was both an improper and unsoldierly way of set- 
ting myself right, I addressed the following letter to the 
Secretary of War, after I supposed that a sufficient time 
had elapsed to prevent any information derived from 
an investigation being of detriment to the public service 
(Report Committee on Conduct of the War, vol. ii, p. 114) : 

"Philadelphia, Pestnstltania, 
' November 1, 1861. 

" Sir : 

"Believing to the present moment that, on account of 
other persons, a public examination into the manner in which 
the affairs of the Department of Pennsylvania, while under 
my command, were conducted, and the pubhcation of th^ 
correspondence vsqth, and orders to me of the G-eneral-in- 
chief, especially connected vidth the late campaign in Mary- 
land and Virginia, might be detrimental to the interests of 
the service, I have refrained from asking for an investiga- 
tion or permission to publish the orders by which I was con- 
trolled. 

" The same reason has caused me studiously to avoid verbal 
statements on the subject, in reply to numerous inquiries. 

" Charges have been made publicly through the press, and 
the impression created, that the design of the campaign was 
not carried out by me, but rather deranged by my neglect 
or violation of orders. 

" Intimations against my loyalty have been insidiously cir- 
culated. 

" From the silence of my immediate commander, I infer 
he does not design to relieve me from the odium attached to 
these reports and rumors. 

" While I am willing, if the general good demand it, to 
suffer personally, and am desirous that no course on my part 



IN THE VALLEY OF THE SHENANDOAH.- 13 

shall prove injurious to public interests, y6t I believe the 
time has arrived when the question as to the manner in 
which I executed the duties intrusted to me may be fully 
investigated with safety, so that the failure to accomplish 
certain results, never anticipated of my command by the 
General-in-chief until he saw his defeat, may be ascribed to 
the real cause. 

" Further silence on my part would confirm the impression 
that I plead guilty to the charges against my honor, my 
loyalty, and my military capacity. I have a right at least to 
be relieved from the position in which my long silence, 
caused solely by an earnest desire for the success of our cause, 
has left me. 

" In presenting this my application for a court of inquiry, 
or permission to publish my correspondence with the General- 
in-chie:^ I claim, and am now ready to substantiate, 

" 1st, That if the General-in-ehief ever designed my com- 
mand to enter upon the soil of Virginia with prospect of 
success, he destroyed my power when greatest, and when 
that of the enemy was weakest, by recalling to Washington, 
after they had crossed the Potomac, all my regular troops, 
with the Rhode Island regiment and battery, leaving me but 
a single company of cavalry, which had not then been one 
month in service, and entirely destitute of artillery. 

" 2d. The General-in-chief forbade my advance, and com- 
pelled me to recall to Maryland all the troops which, confi- 
dent of success, had crossed the Potomac into Virginia, in 
execution of a plan which had been submitted to him and 
had received his cordial approbation. 

" 3d. That for a long time the General-in-chief kept my 
command in a crippled condition, and demanded my advance 
after he had withdrawn from me all my available artiHery, 
and only after the enemy had had time to become vastly 
my superior in artillery^ infantry,, and cavalry, and was in- 
trenched. In answer to my earnest appeals, he reinforced 
me only after the occasion for employing reinforcements 
had passed away. 

"4th. That if the General-in-chief designed me to do 
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more than threaten the enemy at "Winchester, he did not 
divulge his wish. 

" 5th. That if the General-in-chief expected me to follow 
to Manassas 'close upon the heels of Johnston,' he expected 
a physical impossibility ; the enemy moving part of the way 
by rail, from an intermediate point, and my army on foot, 
entering an enemy's country, and guarding a heavy train, 
and a depot retained by him in an improper place. 

" 6th. The General-in-chief forbade pursuit of the enemy, 
in the event that he should retire towards Manassas, fearing 
to press him on Washington. 

" 7th, That I was informed by the General-in-chief that 
the attack on Manassas would be made on Tuesday, the 16th 
of July, instead of Sunday, the 21st, at which time he directed 
me to make such a demonstration upon Winchester as to 
keep the enemy at that place. I claim that the demonstra- 
tion was made on that day, and that he did not avail himself 
of the fruits of that movement, as he had expected to do. 
All that was demanded of me, and more, was effected. 

" 8th. That if the army I commanded had attacked Win- 
chester on Tuesday, the 16th of July, as it has since been 
clatmed I was ordered to do, two armies instead of one would 
have been demoralized, and the enemy would have turned 
with all the flush of victory to a triumph in front of Wash- 
ington. 

" 9th. That I have suffered additional injustice at the hands 
of the General-in-chief, who sanctioned and fixed the impres- 
sion that the enenay at Winchester was inferior to me in 
force in every arm of the service, and yet has not corrected 
the report, although he knew, two days after the Battle of 
BuU Eun, that siege artillery, three times as numerous, and 
heavier than mine, had been left by the enemy at Winches- 
ter, while a greater number of guns had been carried away. 
^' Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

^' B» Patterson, 

" Major-General." 
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This application was acknowledged as follows : 

" War Department, 
Washington, November 3, 1861. 

"Dear Sir: 

"I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter, bearing date November 1. The Secretary of War is 
absent on a visit North. I will forward' it to him by this 
day's mail, and ask for instructions. 

" Very respectfully, 

" Thomas A. Scott, 

" General K. Patterson, •"< Asa't Secretary of War. 

" Philadelphia." 

After waiting a reasonable time for an answer to my 
application, I again appealed to the Secretary of War, 
as follows : 

■" Philabblphia, November 26, 1861. 

" Sir : 

" I respectfully request that you will do me the justice to 
refer to my letter of the 1st instant, and give it your early 
attention. I cannot refrain from intimating a confident 
hope that my application for a court of inquiry wiU meet 
with your favorable consideration, and that an order for th* 
detail will be made at the earliest moment consistent with 
the interests of the service. 

" I have the honor to be, with great respect, 
*' Your obedient servant, 

^' R. Patterson, 

"Hon. Simon Cameron, " Major-G-eneral. 

" Secretary of War." 

This brought me the following refusal of my applica- 
tion: 

*' War Department, November 30, 1861. 

" General : 

" I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
26th instant, calling my attention to your communication ot 
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the 1st November, which contains a request for an inquiry 
into the late campaign in Virginia, in which you commanded 
a part of the United States forces. 

" Your letter did not reach me until my return to this 
city, and subsequent to the departure of Lieutenant-General 
Scott for Europe. 

" There appears to have been no precedent in ot;r service 
for an investigation or trial of an officer's conduct after he 
has received an honorable discharge. The inquiry you desire 
to have instituted would equally concern the late General- 
in-chief, and, as it appears to me, in justice to him, should 
not be made in his absence. 

" The respect I have always entertained for you, as well 
as the friendly relations which have long existed between 
us, would claim for any personal request from you the most 
prompt and favorable attention ; but, in my public capacity, 
in the present condition of affairs, I cannot convince myself 
that my duty to the Grovernment and to the country would 
justify ine in acceding to your request. I must, therefore, 
reluctantly decline the appointment of a court of inquiry at 
this time. 

" "With much respect, your obedient servant, 

" Simon Cameron, 

"General K. Pattbrsoit, " Secretary of War. 

" PhHade^phia, Penna:" 

The voyage of the General-in-chief to Europe was, of 
course, as unexpected to me as it was to the public at 
large, altbough the additional insinuation was made 
against me that I had taken advantage of his absence to 
make my request for a trial. The. receipt of my letter 
asking an investigation was, however, fortunately ac- 
knowledged before he left the country, and his speedy 
return removed at least one reason for refusing to allow 
me to be heard. Determined to persevere and obtain 
an investigation, if possible, I went to Washington and 
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called at the War Department, had a long interview 
with the Secretary, General Cameron, and the Assistant 
Secretary, Hon. T. A. Scott, showed the orders and 
correspondence, and insisted on an investigation. Both 
admitted that the official orders and correspondence 
as presented placed the case in a very diJBferent light 
from their previous understanding of it. Mr. Scott 
said I ought to have a court, in order that justice might 
be done to me and all others interested in the matter. 
To this the Secretary assented, but said that a court 
would throw the blame on General Scott, and this he 
would never consent to; that General Scott had now 
retired from the service frill of years and full of honors ; 
that he desired him to pass the remainder of his life in 
repose, enjojdng, as he deserved, the gratitude of the 
whole country; and that no consideration on earth 
would induce him to do any act that would plant a 
thorn in General Scott's pillow. To all this I cordially 
assented, adding that there was no man living I more 
honored and venerated than General Scott, and that, it 
it were simply a question between General Scott and 
myself as to who should bear the blame, if the blame 
rested with either, I would be willing to bear it, and 
go down to the grave with it; but that I had chil- 
dren and grandchildren and warm friends, and it was 
due to them, and to Pennsylvania, whose officer I was, 
as well as to the troops I commanded, that the truth, 
should be made manifest ; that I must have a trial, or 
an official order or letter referring to my services and 
approving them. To this General Cameron assented. 
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and promised to give one, but, unfortunately for me, be- 
fore it was given, circumstances occurred which induced 
him to leave the Cabinet, after which he could not issue 
an order. At the close of the interview, Greneral Came- 
ron said he would like the President to see the official 
orders and correspondence, to which I replied that I 
desired this exceedingly. Mr. Scott offered to see the 
President at once. He did so. The President fixed 
7i o'clock in the evening, at the Executive Mansion. 
I called at that hour, was most kindly received, and 
read the orders and correspondence, to which the Presi- 
dent attentively listened. "When I had finished, and 
after some conversation, the President addressed me in 
nearly the following words : " General Patterson, I have 
never found fault with or censured you ; I have never 
been able to see that you could have done anything else 
than you did do. Your hands were tied; you obeyed 
orders, and did your duty, and I am satisfied with your 
conduct." This was said with a manner so frank, so can- 
did, and so manly, as to secure my respect, confidence, 
and good will. I expressed to the President my great 
gratification with, and tendered my sincere thanks for, 
his fairness towards me, and his courtesy in hearing my 
case, and giving me some five hours of his time. I said 
that so far as he and the War Department were con- 
cerned I was satisfied, but that I must have a court and 
a trial by my peers, in order to have a public approval 
of my conduct, and stop the abuse daily lavished upon 
me. The President replied that he would cheerfully 
accede to any practicable measure to do me justice, but 
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that I need not expect to escape abuse as long as I was 
of any importance or value to the community, adding 
that he received infinitely more abuse than I did, but 
he had ceased to regard it, and I must learn to do the 
same. 

My next application for redress was to Congress. At 
my request, Mr. Sherman offered the following resolu- 
tion in the Senate of the United States {Report, p. 117, 
No. 3) : 

" Senate of the TJifiTED States, 
December 17, 1861., 
" On motion of Mr. Sherman, 

" Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested, if not 
incompatible with the public interests, to furnish the Senate 
with copies of the correspondence between Lieutenant- 
General Scott and Major-General Patterson, with all oi'ders 
from the former to the latter, from the 16th day of April, 
1861, to the 25th day of July, inclusive." 

To this resolution of the Senate, unanimously adopted, 
the following response was made : 

" War Dbpaetmbnt, December 24, ifesi. 
" Sib : 

" In answer to a resolution of the Senate of the 17th in- 
stant, I have the honor to transmit herewith a report of the 
Adjutant-General, from which it will be perceived that it is 
not deemed compatible with the public interest at this time 
to furnish the correspondence between Generals Scott and 
Patterson, as called for. 

" Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

" Simon Cambkon, 

" Hon. H. Hamlin, " Secretary of War. 

' ' President of the Senate. ' ' 
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" HEABQTTABTEltS OF THE AbMT, 
ADJTJTA>rT-GKNERAl.'S OPFICE, WaBHINGTOK, 

December 23, 1861. 
" Sir : 

" In compliance with your instructions, I have the honor 
to report that, after due consideration, the General-in-chief 
is of the opinion it would be ' incompatible with the public 
interest to ftimish the Senate with copies of the correspon- 
dence between Lieutenant-General Scott and Major-Greneral 
Patterson, and with all orders from the former to the latter 
from the 16th day of April, 1861, to the 25th day of July, in- 
clusive,' as called for in the Senate resolution of December 
17th, 1861. 

" I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

"L. Thomas, 

"Hon. Secbetabt OP "Wab." • "Adjutant-General. 

Had a court of inquiry been allowed, me, no publica- 
tion of the orders or correspondence would have been 
necessary. The court would have investigated the case, 
and if it had appeared that I had obeyed my orders and 
done my duty, they would have said so. I would have 
been satisfied, and there the case would have tenninated. 

The refusal to publish my correspondence and orders, 
being put upon the ground " that it was not deemed 
compatible with the public interest," not only deprived 
me of their official publication, but debarred me from 
publishing them in any other way, although I was daily 
the subject of attack, upon points which they would in- 
stantly have refuted. I was thus placed in a position 
in which I could be attacked with perfect impunity, 
while any answer by myself would have rendered me 
liable to the reproach of publishing what the highest 
military authorities deemed detrimental to the public 
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service. I therefore bore, and have borne without a word 
of reply, the absurd calumnies that have been heaped 
upon me. Nothing was too gross for popular belief. It 
was even asserted as a fact beyond all doubt, that Gene- 
ral Joseph E. Johnston who commanded the forces op- 
posing me, and with whom I had no connection or rela- 
tionship, was my brother-in-law, and it is probably now 
credited everywhere out of Philadelphia. 

The facts which I have stated,, certainly prove that 
I had no desire to avoid an investigation of my official 
conduct, but that I was then, as I am now, not only will- 
ing but anxious to meet frankly and fairly any allega- 
tion that could be made against me. That I had been 
honorably discharged from the service of my country, 
was not, as it might have been, put forward by me as a 
reason why I should not ask for an investigation, but 
was the excuse given by the Government for not grant- 
ing it. Having by an honorable discharge declared they 
had no fault to find with me, they said that no court 
they could grant me could do any more. 

I certainly think, therefore, I can claim that I was 
justified by those who had full knowledge of what! had 
done, and full authority to rebuke me had I done wrong. 

The day after the War Department had declined to 
furnish the Senate with copies of the correspondence 
and orders received by me from the Commander-in-chief, 
as being detrimental to the public interests, a Committee 
of Congress on the " Conduct of the War" began an in- 
vestigation of the circumstances attending the Battle of 
Bull Run, including my operations. This struck me as 
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somewhat inconsistent, but the suggestion did not then 
occur to me that the object was, by a Star Chamber pro- 
ceeding, to prepare a report setting all fair play and truth 
at defiance. This too plainly appeared subsequently. 
At the time I was much gratified, supposing, of course, 
that the investigation would be full, fair, and candid. I 
need hardly say, in addressing American citizens, that 
in a question involving all that is dear to a man or an 
officer, I expected to be confronted with any witness who 
should testify against me. I presumed that I should 
be allowed to cross-examine them. I supposed that at 
least my own witnesses would be examined. Not so, 
however, did it appear to this Honorable Committee. I 
never was allowed to hear the evidence of a single wit- 
ness. I never was permitted to have a copy of any testi- 
mony affecting my character or conduct. I was refused 
the privilege of having examined the witnesses I deemed 
most material. Even the following questions, left with 
the Committee, certainly unobjectionable, which I re- 
quested, if not myself permitted to be present, might be 
asked by the Committee, appear by the published testi- 
mony never to have been put to a single witness : 

1. Were you with General Patterson's column in July 
last ? If so, in what capacity ? 

2. Did or did not General Patterson possess the re- 
spect and confidence of his officers and men ? 

3. What was the effect oh General Patterson's army 
of the order of the Commander-in-chief directing him to 
send to Washington all his regular troops, with the Rhode 
Island regiment and battery, and the consequent recross- 
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ing of the Potomac by that part of the army which had 
entered Virginia ? 

4. Was General Patterson's movement from Martins- 
burg by Bunker Hill and Charlestown, on the 15th, 16th, 
and 17th of July, in your judgment, judicious or other- 
wise, and were this and his other movements well con- 
ducted or otherwise ? 

5. Which do you consider the better strategic point, 
Martinsburg or Charlestown ? 

6. What at that time, according to your knowledge 
, and information, was the relative strength in men and 

guns, of the armies of General Patterson and General 
Johnston ? 

7. Did you then or do you now think that General 
Patterson ought to have attacked General Johnston at 
Winchester, and if he had done so, what in your opinion 
would have been the probable result ? 

8. Was there any open opposition to a further ad- 
vance by officers or men, and if so, where or when ? 

9. Did or did not General Patterson use his influ- 
ence with the volunteers of his command, whose term 
of service was about to expire, to remain with him a 
week or ten days longer, to enable him to hold his posi- 
tion at Charlestown till reinforced with three-years 
men, or to obey any order he might receive from Gene- 
ral Scott, and if so, what was the character of his appeal, 
and what was the response to it ? 

On the first day of my own examination, I said to the 
Committee, "If any testimony has been given that afiects 
the management of my column, I would like to have it 
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read before I begin. I believe it is customary to have 
that done." The Chairman in response to this said, 
" What Congress expects of .us, is to obtain such facts as 
we suppose will be useful in throwing light upon the 
military operations of the army, in order to apply any 
remedy that may be necessary. I perceive by the docu- 
ments that you have before you, that you are about 
entering upon what is a very minute narration : that 
might be necessary if you were accused ; it might then 
be very proper." The Hon. Andrew Johnson here in- 
terfered, and on his motion I was allowed to proceed 
and make my statement, certainly under the impression 
that before the Committee, at least, to use the words of 
the Ciairman, " I was not accused," and had therefore 
nothing to reply to. 

It now appears from their Report, that th"e main 
portion of the testimony upon which they have relied 
to make out an accusation against me, was then in their 
possession, yet it was thus withheld from me, and it was 
only by the courtesy of Mr. Johnson that I was per- 
mitted to make a statement. 

That it was not the intention of Congress that any 
committee of their body should so prostitute their func- 
tions, I sincerely believe. No stronger evidence can be 
given of their sense of the gross unfairness of the course 
pursued by this Committee than the resolution adopted 
in the House of Representatives in 1862, on the motion 
of Mr. Colfax. 

Mr. Colfax's resolution was adopted, — ^yeas 90, nays 
41. It is as follows : 
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" Resolved, That the course adopted by the Naval Investi- 
gating Committee of 1859, of communicating to the officers 
of the Government copies of the evidence apparently adverse 
to them, and giving them an opportunity to cross-examine 
the witnesses against them, or to refate or explain their tes- 
timony, is, in the opinion of this House, worthy of imitation, 
whenever practicable, by the investigating committees ap- 
pointed by order of the House of Representatives, especially 
when the said committees receive and collect such testimony 
in secret session ; and that it is contrary to the plainest princi- 
ples of justice to condemn any citizen upon ex parte evidence, 
taken against him by a committee in secret, and the purport 
of which has not, if practicable, been laid before him by the 
said committee, with an opportunity to explain or refute it 
before the report is made public." 

Any body or committee seeking truth could hardly 
have acted otherwise. It is only those bent on making 
a report' consonant with their own wishes, who could 
lose sight of all fairness and justice in effecting their 
purpose. 

Since the Committee, in its published Report on the 
Battle of Bull Eun, has endeavored to countenance the 
imputation of blame to me for " failure to hold the forces 
of Johnston in the Valley of the Shenandoah," I pre- 
sume that I am at liberty, as I can no longer hope for 
a military investigation, to state my own case without 
detriment to the public interest. This I propose now 
to do. 

On the 15th of April, 1861, the President, by procla- 
mation, called for a military force of seventy-five thou- 
sand men, of which the quota assigned to Pennsylvania 
was at first sixteen (afterwards reduced to fourteen) regi- 
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ments, to serve as infantry or riflemen, for the term of 
three months, unless sooner discharged. On the 16th, 
myself and the late Major-General W. H. Keim were 
selected by Governor Curtin as the Major-Generals to 
command the Pennsylvania troops. 

On the same day, instantly relinquishing the large 
business in which I was engaged, I commenced organ- 
izing regiments for service in Philadelphia, with great 
and immediate success. 

To use the words of the then Adjutant-General of our 
State : 

" Pennsylvania not only furnished promptly her assigned 
quota of fourteen regiments, but increased the number to 
twenty-five, and such was the patriotic ardor of the people 
that the service of about thirty additional regiments had to 
be refused, making in all more than one-half the requisition 
of the President. Four days after this call, Pennsylvania 
had placed at the national capital six hundred men, the first 
to arrive for its defence, and ten days later the entire twenty- 
five regiments were organized and in the field." 

While performing my part in this preparation, in 
which all were zealous and active, I was by the order of 
Lieutenani^General Scott, placed in command of " the 
Department of Washington," embracing the States of 
Pennsylvania, Delaware, and Maryland, and the District 
of Columbia, my headquarters being in Philadelphia. 
I was unceasingly occupied in organizing, equipping and 
forwarding troops for the defence of the city of Wash- 
ington, in sustaining the Union feeling in Maryland and 
Delaware, and in the adoption of means to prevent one 
or both from seceding and joining the States in rebellion. 
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also, in providing means for the defence and protection 
of the frontier of my Department, and of the Delaware 
River. My attention was also early engaged in opening 
a route to Washington via Annapolis, for which pur- 
pose I sent the Hon. John Sherman of Ohio, one of my 
aides-de-camp, to General Scott, with a despatch point- 
ing out the advantage of the Annapolis route at that 
time. 

My suggestion was adopted, and the Annapolis route 
approved. Pending this, I had ordered Brigadier-Gene- 
ral B. F. Butler with a Massachusetts regiment to pro- 
ceed to Annapolis, in a steamboat patriotically furnished 
for the purpose by S. M. Felton, Esq., President of the 
Philadelphia, Wilmington and Baltimore Railroad Com- 
pany. General Butler was ordered to hold Annapolis, 
to employ the regiments as they arrived there in opening 
the way to Washington, to seize the Annapolis Junction, 
to station a competent force there, and guard the whole 
line of road thoroughly. These services he rendered in 
conformity with my orders. 

Having succeeded in securing a well-protected line 
of communication with Washington, I turned my atten- 
tion to re-establishing the route through Baltimore, 
and compelling the turbulent spirits of that city to sub- 
mit to lawful authority, and in this I was well aided by 
his Excellency Governor Hicks. The troops to force a 
passage through Baltimore, were the First Regiment 
Pennsylvania Volunteer Artillery (Seventeenth of the 
line), and Sherman's Battery, the whole under com- 
mand of my son, the late General Francis E. Patterson. 
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It is due to the officers and men of this command to say, 
that their entrance into and passage through Baltimore, 
was an encouraging exhibition of Union determination. 

I had been deeply convinced that the contest upon 
which we were entering was very much underrated by 
our rulers, and that the three months' troops, though 
very well for the moment, should not be our sole depen- 
dence for carrying on operations of the magnitude which 
I thought that I foresaw. 

I felt that if advantage was not taken of the time 
which their service gave us to prepare for the future, we 
should find ourselves at some critical moment with all 
our troops going out of service and none coming in to 
replace them. 

The interruption of all communication with Wash- 
ington left me, in the absence of orders, to rely wholly 
upon my own judgment as commander of the Depart- 
ment, and I then took a step by which I incurred very 
great responsibility; and, although I received the im- 
plied censure of the War Department by their revocation 
of my order, as soon as they were able to communicate 
with the North, yet I have never regretted it, and I con- 
fidently appeal to subsequent events to justify my action. 

On the 25th of April I addressed the following letter 
to the Governor of Pennsylvania : 

"Headquarters 
Military Department of Wabhinotmt, 
Philadelphia, April 25th, 1861. 
"Sir: 

" I feel it my duty to express to you my clear and decided 
opinion that the force at the disposal of this Department 
should be increased without delay. 
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" 1, therefore, have to request your Excellency to direct 
that twenty-five additional regiments of infantry and one 
regiment of cavalry be called for forthwith, to be mustered 
into the service of the United States. 

" Officers will be detailed to inspect and muster the men 
into service as soon as I am informed of the points of rendez- 
vous which may be designated by your Excellency. 
" I have the honor to be, with greait respect, 
" Your obedient servant, 

" E. Patterson, 

" His Bxcbllenct Andrew Q-. Ctjbtin, " Major-General. 

" Governor of Pennsylvania." 

The Governor, with his usual promptness, responded 
to this appeal, and had actually raised a large body of 
men, when the War Department declined to indorse my 
call. On the contrary, they would not enlarge their first 
requisition to cover the regiments already in the field 
from Pennsylvania, but stated " that it was more im- 
portant to reduce than enlarge the number." 

In spite of this rebuflf, I determined to make one more 
effort to obtain at least some troops "for the war" while 
they had the disposition to enlist for that term. With 
this view, I sent to the Secretary of War my aide-de- 
camp, the Hon. John Sherman, Senator from Ohio, who 
had done me the honor of serving on my staff", hoping 
that his well-known character for patriotism and abi- 
lity might add weight to my views, and induce the Sec- 
retary to modify his determination, and permit me to 
secure at least three of my finest regiments, who were 
willing to remain and re-enlist. But in vain, as the fol- 
lowing letter will show: 

" Washinoton, May 30, 1861. 

" My dear (3-bnbral : 
"I have had, as you suggested, an interview with the 
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Secretary of "War. He says lie cannot now accept any more 
regiments for the war; that no doubt the three years' men 
will be needed, but that the question of their acceptance for 
the war cannot be decided until near the expiration of their 
present enlistment. I feel very well assured that if the as- 
pect of affairs is not materially changed that these regiments 
will be accepted, if within the next month they justify your 
confidence in them. 

" The Secretary informs me that the two New York regi- 
ments now at Harrisburg will be left under your command. 

" I write in great haste to send by present opportunity. 
" With great respect, 

" John Sherman. 

"Major-General E. Pattersoit." 

The Executive of Pennsylvania fortunately took a 
broader view of the subject, and induced the Legislature 
to pass an act to take into the service of the State the 
men whom, at my request, he had commenced raising 
for the United States. In his messege of 1862 he says : 

" Men more than sufficient in number to form some ten 
regiments of the Reserve Corps had, previous to the 16th of 
May, been accepted by me in pursuance of a call on me 
(afterwards rescinded) for twenfy-five regiments, and were 
then already assembled and subject to my control. Most of 
these men volunteered for the Reserve Corps, and were im- 
mediately organized." 

This was the origin of the famous Reserve Corps of 
Pennsylvania, which was so gladly taken into the service 
of the United States immediately after the Battle of 
Bull Run, and by its prompt transfer from Harrisburg 
to Washington, gave security to the national capital. 

Of their glorious after career, it is not necessary for 
me to speak ; it forms one of the brightest pages in the 
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history of the war. Had they been accepted by the 
Government when I asked for them, they could have 
been ready for the movement of General McDowell, and 
twenty-five thousand three years' troops would thus 
have been added to his force. K added to my column, 
I could have left the Pennsylvania border amply pro- 
tected on my advance, and could have joined battle 
without violating my instructions, to be " in superior 
or equal force," and with every prospect of a brilliant 
result. 

Having established order in Baltimore and secured 
free communication with Washington, my attention was 
next turned to the recapture of Harper's Ferry, then held 
by the rebels imder General Joseph E. Johnston. 

To accomplish this a camp was formed at Chambers- 
burg, under the late Major-General W. H. Keim. On 
the 2d of June I left Philadelphia and took command 
in person of the troops at Chambersburg, intending to 
carry out a plan previously submitted to and approved 
by General Scott, to attack and capture or disperse the 
enemy at Harper's Ferry. On the 4th of June I was 
forbidden to advance until certain reinforcements were 
sent me. The order was as follows : 



" Hbabquaktekb or thb Aemy, 

WASHiNGTOir, June 4, 1861. 

" Major-Genekal Patterson, U. S. A., 

Chambersburg, Pa. 

" General Scott says, do not make a move forward until 
you are joined by a battery of the Fourth (4th) Artillery and 
a battalion of five (5) companies Third U. S. Infantry, to 
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leave here the 6th inst. for Carlisle. Company F, Fourth 
Artillery, is the one to be mounted. 

" Orders have been given to purchase horses and coUect 
the guns, equipments, &c., as soon as possible, at Carlisle. 
It wiU require some days, but the G-eneral considers this 
addition to your force indispensable. If two (2) Ohio regi- 
ments come to you, retain them. 

"Also halt the first two (2) regiments that may pass 
through Harrisburg from the N^orth to this city and add them 
to your force. You will receive a letter from the General 
before you move. 

" E. D. TOWNSBND, 

"Asst. Adjt. Genl." 

The following is the letter of instruction referred to 
(see Report, vol. ii, p. 118) : 

" Headqtjaetees of the Army, 

Washington, June 8, 1861. 

" Sir : 

"I think your expedition against Harper's Ferry well 
projected, and that success in it would be an important step 
in the war. But there must be no reverse. Hence I have 
given you the best reinforcements within my reach, and 
have just ordered Colonel Burnside's fine Rhode Island regi- 
ment of infantry with its battery (about twelve hundred 
strong) to proceed to Carlisle and there receive your orders. 
A company of the Fourth Artillery (to receive its horses and 
battery at Carlisle), with the battalion of the Third Infantry, 
took the same route, and with the same instructions, yester- 
day. This battery may not be ready for you in time. These 
heavy rains must swell the Potomac and delay your passage 
some days. I am organizing to aid you a small secondary 
expediti()n under Colonel Stone. He will have about twenty- 
five hundred men, including two troops of cavalry and a 
section (two pieces) of artillery. 

" The movements by road and canal will colnmence the 
loth inst, and, passing up the country (touching at Rock- 
ville), be directed upon the ferry opposite Leesburg. This 
may be but a diversion in your favor, but possibly it may be 
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turned into an effective co-operation. Colonel Stone will be 
instructed to open a communication with you, if practicable, 
and you will make a corresponding effort on your part. I 
do not distinctly foresee that we sball be able to make any 
diversion in your behalf on the other side of the Potomac, 
beyond repairing the lower part of the railroad leading from 
Alexandria towards the Manassas Gap. 

" I have said that we must sustain no reverse; but this is 
not enough : a check or a drawn battle would be a victory 
to the enemy, filling his heart with joy, his ranks with men, 
and his magazines with voluntary contributions. 

" Take your measures, therefore, circumspectly ; make a 
good use of your engineers and other experienced staff offi- 
cers and generals, and attempt nothing without a clear pros- 
pect of success, as you will find the enemy strongly posted 
and not inferior to you in numbers. 

" With entire confidence in your valor and judgment, 
" I remain your brother soldier, 

" "WiNFiELD Scott. 

'■ Major-Geitkkal Pattekson, 

" United States Forces." 

When General Johnston perceived that I was about 
to cross the Potomac, he abandoned Harper's Ferry and 
retreated towards Bunker Hill. 

On the next day my forces commenced crossing the 
Potomac in pursuit. ' Part of my forces were on one 
side of the river and part on the other, all in the highest 
state of confidence and excitement, when I received a 
telegraphic despatch to send "all the regular troops, 
horse and foot, and the Rhode Island regiment, to Wash- 
ington." 

" Washington, June 16, 1861; 
" What movement, if any, in pursuit of the enemy, 
do you propose to make consequent on the evacuation of 

3 
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Harper's Ferry? If no pursuit, and I recommend none, 
specifically, send to me, at.once, all the regular troops, horse 
and foot, with you, and the Rhode Island regiment. 

"WlNFIELD ScOTT. 
" Major-G-knebal Patterson. " 

In my response to this despatch, I said (^Report, vol. ii, 
p. 122), " To-day and to-morrow about 9000 will cross to 
Virginia, there to await transportation, and to be sent 
forward in detachments well sustained ;" and I requested 
that " the regulars be permitted to remain for the pre- 
sent," and I submitted my desire, "first, to transfer to 
Harper's Ferry my base of operations, depots, headquar- 
ters, &c. ; second, to open and maintain free communica- 
tion east and west along the Baltimore and Ohio Rail- 
road; third, to hold at Harper's Ferry, Martinsburg, and 
Charlestown, a strong force, gradually and securely ad- 
vancing, as they are prepared, portions towards Win- 
chester, &c., and operate with the column in the third 
proposition towards Woodstock, and cut off all commu- 
nication with the west. We will thus force the enemy 
to retire, and recover without a struggle a conquered 
country," &c. I also added, " If I am permitted to carry 
out this plan, the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad and Canal 
will be in operation in a week, and a free line to St. 
Louis established." In answer to this the General-in- 
chief telegraphed to me : 

" "Washinqton, June 16, 1861. 
" Why a detachment upon Winchester ? If strong enough, 
the detachment would drive the enemy from Winchester, 
Strasburg, and Manassas Junction, or perhaps from Winches- 
ter via Staunton, towards Richmond. What would be the 
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gain by driving the enemy on either of these places ? And if 
your detachment be not strong, it would be lost. Hence the 
detachment, if not bad, would be useless. The enemy is 
concentrating upon Arlington and Alexandria, and this is the 
line to be looked to. Is Wallace, at Cumberland, threatened 
from below ? If so, the threatening detachment is cut off by 
your passage of the Potomac. McClellan has been told to- 
day, to send nothing across the mountains to support you, 
since the evacuation of Harper's Ferry. You are strong 
enough without. The regulars with you are most needed 
here ; send them and the Rhode Island regiment as fast as 
disengaged. Keep within the above limits until you can 
satisfy me you ought to go beyond them. Report frequently. 

" WiNFiBLD Scott. 

" Majob-Gbnbral Pattekson, Commanding." 

" Washington, June 16, 1861. 

" You tell me you arrived last night at Hagerstown, and 

McClellan writes you are checked at Harper's Ferry. Where 

are you ? 

" "WiNFiELD Scott. 

" Major-Gbneeal Patterson, Commanding." 

'' Headquabtbrs oe the Army, 

Washington, July 17, 1861. 

" To General Patterson : 

" "We are pressed here. Send the troops I have twice 

called for, without delay. 

"WiNFiELD Scott." 

This last was imperative, and the troops were sent, 
leaving me without a single piece of artillery, and for 
the time with but one troop of cavalry, which had not 
been in service over a month. Of this recall General 
Cadwalader, in his testimony before the Committee on 
the Conduct of the War, thus speaks : 

" Answer. My division, as a part of General Patterson's 
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column, was in the advance. I crossed the Potomac from 
Williamsport, and when Johnston retreated, as we advanced 
upon Harper's Ferry, we went down as far as Falling Waters, 
on the Virginia side. 

■ i' I was there met with an order to send to "Washington 
all the regular troops — ^they were all under my command — 
as it was thought that Johnston had fallen back to reinforce 
Beauregard, and that Washington was in danger. All the 
regular troops being ordered to "Washington, and the object 
of dislodging the enemy from Harper's Ferry having been 
accomplished. General Patterson was compelled, or rather 
induced, to give me the order to fall back. I was then on 
the way to Martinsburg, and had got as far as Falling Waters, 
some miles on the other side of the Potomac. General Pat- 
terson was still at Hagerstown. A great misfortune, by-the- 
by, was that recall." 

The Hon. John Sherman, in a letter addressed to me, 
dated August 30, 1861, gives it as his judgment that 
" the great error of General. Scott undoubtedly was, that 
he gave way to a causeless apprehension that Washing- 
ton was to be attacked before the meeting of Congress, 
and therefore weakened you when you were advancing. 
No subsequent movement could repair that error." This 
I venturie to say, will be the conclusion of any one who 
dispassionately examines the subject. I was mortified 
and humiliated at having to recross the river without 
striking a blow. I knew that my reputation would be 
grievously damaged -by it; the country could not under- 
stand the meaning of this crossing and recrossing, this 
marching and countermarching in face of the foe, and 
that I would be censured without stint for such appa- 
rent vacillation and want of purpose. In this I was not 
mistaken, for not only the public, but persons in "the 
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highest military positions" at Washington, did great in- 
justice to me and my command. I was criticized, too, 
for not doing, exactly what my own plan contemplated, 
and what I was actually carrying out, when forced to 
return to this side of the Potomac by the action of the 
General-in-chief Of this I was informed in the sub- 
joined letter from the Hon. John Sherman. 

" Washington, June 30, 1861. 

" Mt dear Sir : 

. . . . " Great injustice is done you and your command 
here, and by persons in the highest military positions. I 
have been asked over and over again why you did not push 
on to Martinsburg, Harper's Ferry, and Winchester. I have 
been restrained by my being on your staff from saying more 
than simply, that you executed your orders, and that when 
you were prepared to advance your best troops were recalled 

to Washington 

" Very truly, yours, 

" John Sherman. 

" Major-Gbneral E. Patterson." 

On the 20th of June, the General-in-chief asked me 

" without delay to propose to him a plan of operations." 

On the 21st I submitted one, as follows [Report, vol. ii, 

p. 123) : 

" Headquarters Department or Pennstltania, 
Haqeestown, Maryland, June 21, 1861. 

" Colonel : 

" I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the tele- 
gram of the General-in-chief, calling for a plan of operations, 
with a portion of my force, to sweep the enemy from Lees- 
burg, &c. 

" Inclosed is a copy of my telegraphic reply. The fol- 
lowing is my plan. To carry out the views of the General- 
in-chief, I propose, — 

" 1st. To occupy the Maryland Heights, with a brigade 
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(2100 men); fortify and arm with Doubleday's artilleiy; 
provision for 20 days, to secure against investment. 

" 2d. To move all supplies to Frederick, and immediately 
thereafter abandon this line of operations, threatening with 
a force to open a route through Harper's Ferry, this force 
to be the sustaining one for the command on Maryland 
Heights. 

" 3d. To send everything else available, horse, foot, and 
artillery, to cross the Potomac near Point of Rocks, and 
unite with Colonel Stone at Leesburg. From that point I 
can operate as circumstances shall demand and yoxir orders 
require. 

" If no blow is to be struck here, I think this change of 
position important to keep alive the ardor of our men, as 
well as to force an enemy. The reasons for this change of 
depot will be so apparent to the Greneral-in-chief that I need 
not refer to them. By the employment of the local trans- 
portation of the country, I can soon make the necessary 
changes, and will hasten to carry out your orders. 

" I have many reports in regard to the movements of the 
force opposite us in Virginia, and have reason to believe that 
when the regulars were withdrawn, General Johnston, with 
13,000 men and 22 pieces of artUlery, was marching to the 
attack, that night posted his forces, expecting an attack the 
following morning. I regret we did not meet the enemy, so 
confident am I that with this well-appointed force, the result 
would have been favorable to us, and that this portion of 
Virginia would now be peaceably occupied. Reports of the 
enemy having returned to Harper's Ferry, and driven the 
occupants to this shore, reached me yesterday. I imme- 
diately despatched a strong force to take the position in the 
vicinity of Sharpsburg, and protect all parties on this side of 
the river, and drive back any force which may attempt to 
cross. 

" I am. Colonel, very respectftilly, 

" Your obedient servant, 

"R. Patterson, 

" Major-Gteneral, Commanding. 
"Colonel E. D. To'wtjsend, 

"Assistant Adjutant-Greneral U. S. Army, Washington, D. C." 
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Had this plan been adopted, the army of General 
McDowell and my own would have been precisely where 
they ought to have been. I would have been in a posi- 
tion tp have aided General McDowell, and to have taken 
and torn up, if I could not have held, a portion of "the 
railroad leading from Manassas to the Valley of Vir- 
ginia." This would not only have destroyed " the com- 
munications between the forces under Beauregard and 
those under Johnston," but it would have prevented 
either from throwing large reinforcements to the other 
when assailed. 

And if I could not prevent Johnston from joining 
Beauregard, which I certainly could not do while sta- 
tioned anywhere between Williamsport and Winchester, 
I could have joined McDowell in the attack on Manas- 
sas, and assailed and turned the enemy's left. Had my 
suggestions been adopted, the Battle of Bull Run might 
have been a victory, instead of a defeat. 

It thus appears that, just one month before the Battle 
of Bull Run, knowing that I was upon a false line and 
could do no good there, I proposed to abandon it and 
go to Leesburg, where it is now admitted I ought to 
have been. The wisdom of this plan is singularly con- 
firmed by the opinion of one of the ablest military 
writers and critics of the day, Major-General Halleck. 
In an article on " The Art of War," published in the 
New York Times, of the 22d of July, 1862, and written 
in entire ignorance of my having previously suggested 
the very course he recommends, he says : 
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" Patterson and McDowell's columns moved on exterior 
lines, leaving the armies of Johnston and Beauregard be- 
tween them ; they concentrated their forces at Bull Run and 
defeated McDowell's army, and might have done the same 
thing to the army of Patterson. Had the latter crossed the 
Potomac at Leesburg, he would have threatened Johnston's com- 
munications much more effectually than at Martinsburg, and at 
the same time would have been near enough to McDowell to assist 
him, or to receive assistance from him, as circumstances might 
have required. 

" Johnston must then have abandoned Harper's Ferry and 
Winchester, and united with Beauregard, or the latter must 
have moved to the assistance of the former ; for had they 
remained separated, both Patterson and McDowell could have 
moved between them. 

" In that case, Beauregard must have fallen back towards 
Richmond, and Johnston must have been isolated. If John- 
ston had fallen back upon Manassas Junction (as in fact he 
did on the 21st day of July), Patterson would have been able 
to assist McDowell at the Battle of Bull Run ; whereas, by 
his exterior line of operations he actually gained nothing. 
Newspaper critics have attempted to throw all the blame of 
this defeat upon Patterson, and have compared . him to 
Grrouchy at "Waterloo. From all the information we can 
obtain on this subject, we can see no parallel in the two 
cases. Grrouchy made an eccentric movement from interior 
lines, thus changing his interior to an exterior position, 
leaving the great body of Blucher's army nearer to that of 
"Wellington than he was to Il^apoleon. Nevertheless, he was 
near enough to hear the cannonading of "Waterloo, and 
might have reached the field of battle in time to prevent 
the disastrous retreat, if not to save the defeat. The coun- 
try was an open one, and his army could have moved as 
rapidly as that of the enemy. On the contrary, Patterson's 
position was, from the beginning, an exterior one ; he was 
some sixty miles from the battle-field, with a strong force 
between him and McDowell. Moreover, Johnston had a 
railroad at his command, and could reach Manassas June- 
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tion in a few hours ; whereas, Patterson, without cars (the 
railroad heing obstructed and the bridges destroyed), could 
not have reached Bull Run in less than two days, to say 
nothing of the opposition which he would have encountered 
from the army of Johhston. 

" We know nothing of the reasons why Patterson's army 
was at Martinsburg and Harper's Ferry, — whether his line 
of operations and his positions were of his own selection, or 
were the result of superior orders ; our criticism is based 
solely upon the movements as they occurred, without any 
intention to blame or to exculpate any one." 

I now return to my correspondence with the General- 
in-chief. On the 23d of June, I reported as follows : 

" Headqtjarteks Department ov Pennsylvania, 
Hagerstown, Maryland, June 23, 1861. 

" Colonel : 

" Up to the present instant I have received from Captain 
J. Newton, Engineer Corps, only a report of a part of his 
reconnoissance of the Maryland Heights and the ground 
adjacent, made in compliance with the injunctions of the 
General-in-chief. I hasten to give the result thus far, ex- 
pecting to-morrow evening to present the whole. 

" Captain Newton approached the Heights from this side, 
ascending over rough and steep roads, difficult for artillery. 
The summit he found capable of defence, of ample character, 
by about 500 men. The main difficulty to be overcome is 
the supply of water, the springs, which a week since affijrded 
an ample supply, having become dry. He found no water 
within a half mile of the position selected on the Heights for 
an intrenched camp. In Pleasant Valley, on the east, near 
the base of the mountain, springs ' are reported to abound ; 
their character will be ascertained to-morrow. Water would 
have to be hauled from this valley, and he reports the ascent 
very difficult. 

" In this valley I propose to place the force sustaining that 
on the Heights. The whole command, if the location prove 
favorable, need not exceed 2500 men. That force would 
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render the position safe; anything less would invite attack. 
The following is what I have to report in relation to the 
enemy. Deserters from their ranks, some one or more of 
whom come in daily, all agree in saying that the whole of 
the force originally at Harper's Fer#y (said to have heen 
25,000 men) is still between WilUamsport and Winchester; 
about 8000 coming this way arrived on Friday at Martins- 
burg. The remainder are distributed in a semicircle, and on 
the route to Winchester within four hours' march of the ad- 
vance. The advance is approaching Falling Waters, under 
the command of General Jackson, who now commands the 
whole. 

" The force under Jackson controls the people of Berkeley 
County, who, I believe, are sorely oppressed, and would wel- 
come our approach. That force has become some little en- 
couraged from our not advancing, and may soon annoy us. 
If so, I shall not avoid the contest they may invite ; indeed, 
if it meets the approval of the General-in-chief, I would 
march my whole force, as soon as the batteries receive har- 
ness, upon the enemy, and drive him step by step to Win- 
chester. 

"I believe this force can in ten days rid the adjoining 
portion of Virginia of its oppressors. I may be forced to 
this course. My fear is that I may interfere with the general 
plan of the General-in-chief, and drive the enemy to the aid 
of the main body. 

" They would, however, go as fugitives, to aid in its de- 
moralization. My means of transportation are coming in 
rapidly. 

" I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

" E.. Patterson, 

"Major-General, Commanding. 
" Colonel E. D. Townsend, 

" A. A. Gen. U. S. Army, Washington City." 

I here distinctly state all that I could effect " to drive 
the enemy to Winchester." Once there I had no doubt 
that he could intrench and defy me, or by striking the 
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railroad, elude me, and by destroying it or removing 
the cars, prevent me from following him. 

Two days afterwards I received the following (No. 
18, p. 125, Ccmduct of the War) : 

" Headquarteks of the Abmt, 

WASHiNQTOif, June 25, 1861. 

" I write by mail in substance. Kemain in front of the 
enemy while he continues in force between "Winchester and 
the Potomac. If you are in superior or equal force you may 
cross and attack him. If the enemy should retire upon his 
resources at Winchester, it is not enjoined that you should 
pursue him to that distance from your base of operations, 
without a well-grounded confidence in your continued supe- 
riority. 

" Your attention is invited to a secondary object, a com- 
bined operation on Leeshurg between a portion of your 
troops and the column of Colonel Stone at, and probably 
above, the Point of Rocks, to hold that village. The enemy 
ha's reinforced Leeshurg to sixteen hundred (1600) men, and 
may increase the number. Inquire. 

" "WiNFiBLD Scott. 

" Major-Q-bneral Patterson." 

This gave me the permission I desired, " if I consi- 
dered myself superior or equal in force to the enemy." 
I had at this time ten thousand volunteer infantry, six 
hundred and fifty cavalry and artillery, and six guns, 
but no means of moving them. The force of the enemy 
was reported by Captain (now Major-General) Newton, 
of the U. S. Engineers, who had been for two days en- 
gaged at Harper's Ferry in obtaining intelligence, as 
consisting of fifteen thousand men, and twenty to twenty- 
four guns; while General Cadwalader's information was 
that the enemy had twenty guns ; " they were counted 
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as they passed." The accuracy of these reports is fully 
confirmed by the report of General Joseph E. Johnston, 
which has since been published. He says : 

" 1 assumed command of Harper's Ferry on the 23d of 
May. The force at that point consisted of nine regiments 
and two battalions of infantry, four companies of artillery, 
with sixteen pieces, without caissons, harness, or horses, and 
about three hundred cavalry. I was employed until the 
13tb of June in continuing what had been begun by my 
predecessor. Colonel (now Major-General) Jackson, the or- 
ganization, instruction, and equipment of the troops, and 
providing means of transportation and artillery horses. On 
the morning of the 15th, the army left Harper's Ferry for 
Winchester. The force had been increased by three regi- 
ments {i. e., the Tenth and Thirteenth Virginia and Third 
Tennessee) since the 1st of June, and encamped four miles 
beyond Charlestown." 

By the admission of the enemy, therefore, his force 
consisted of 12 regiments and 2 battalions of infantry, 
4 companies of artillery, 16 guns, 300 cavalry, which 
was increased before the 2d of July, when I crossed the 
river, according to General Johnston, " by the arrival 
of General Bee and Colonel Elzey, and the Ninth 
Georgia regiment." 

Yet the Commander-in-chief, who had on the 25th 
given me permission to oflfer battle " if superior or equal 
in force," on the 27th, when he knew I had but six 
guns and no mode of moving them, telegraphs : " I had 
expected your crossing the river to-day in pursuit of the 
enemy." To this I wrote the following reply ( Conduct 
of the War, p. 126, No. 21) : 
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" HUADQUAKTBBS DaPAETMBNT OT PeNNSTLTANIA, 

Hagkbsto-wn, Maryland, June 28, 1861. 

" Colonel : 

" I liaVe the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a tele- 
.gram from the General-in-chief, dated 27th instant, saying: 
' I had expected your crossing the river to-day in pursuit of 
the enemy.' 

" I infer from this that orders have been sent me to cross 
and attack the enemy. If so, I have not received them. 
Captain ISTewton, of the Engineers, returned at midnight, 
after two days' absence in the direction of Sharpsburg and 
Dam No. 4, and reports, on information he considers reliable, 
five thousand men from Falling "Waters to Dam 'So. 4, four 
thousand five hundred men in the vicinity of Shepherdstown 
under General Jackson, and a reserve of five thousand five 
hundred men under General Johnston, near Bunker Hill. 
He also reports twenty to twenty-four guns, and a large 
cavalry force with General Jackson, and thinks General 
I^egley, whose brigade is on my left, near Sharpsburg, will 
be attacked, the river being fordable at almost every point. 
To meet this force of fifteen thousand men, with twenty-two 
guns, and nearly one thousand cavalry, I have about ten 
thousand volunteer infantry, and six hundred and fifty ca- 
valry and artillery, the latter being nearly all recruits. The 
horses are untrained, and we are still without harness for 
the battery. I have repeatedly asked for batteries, and ought 
to have one for e^ch brigade, but have none.- The only one 
fit for service sent me was the Khode Island battery, and 
that the General-in-chief was compelled, by the necessities 
of his own position, to take from me, when most wanted, 
and within a week after it joined me. 

" I have neither cavalry nor artillery sufficient to defend 
the fords of the river between Harper's Ferry and Hancock, 
but I would much rather attack than defend, and would 
have more confidence in the result. "WTiile I will not, on 
my own responsibility, attack without artillery and superior 
force, I will do so cheerfully and promptly if the General-in- 
chief will give me an explicit order to that effect. 
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" To insure success, I respectfully but earnestly request 
that the troops taken from me when Washington was me- 
naced be sent to me with all speed, with a number of field 
guns equal to those of the insurgents. I will then be en- 
abled to choose my point of attack, offer battle to the enemy, 
and, I trust, drive them before me,, clearing the Yalley in 
front, and taking such position as the General-in-chief may 
indicate. 

"I respectfiilly suggest that Colonel Stone's column be 
sent me, with other reinforcements, and venture to add that 
the sooner I am reinforced with reliable troops and abundant 
field artillery the better. I am making arrangements for 
crossing the river, and will do so without waiting for orders 
or reinforcements, if I find that the strength of the enemy 
has been overrated. 

"I beg to remind the Greneral-in-chief that the period of 
service of nearly all the troops here will expire within a 
month, and that, if we do not meet the enemy with them, 
we will be in no condition to do so for three months to come. 
The new regiments will not be fit for service before Septem- 
ber, if then, and meanwhile this whole frontier will be ex- 
posed. 

"I have got my command into as good condition as I 
could expect in so short a time. 

" Officers and men are anxious to be led against the in- 
surgents, and if the General-in-chief will give me a regiment 
of regulars and an adequate force of field artillery, I will 
cross the river and attack the enemy, unless their forces are 
ascertained to be more than two to one. 

" I beg you to assure the General-in-chief of my sincere 
desire to sustain Mm faithfully, and to promote, by all the 
means at my command, the success of his general plan of 
operations. 

" I am, sir, very respectfully, 

" Your obedient servant, 

" E. Patterson, 

"Major-General, Commanding. 
' ' Colonel E. D. Townsend, 

"Assistant Adjutant-General, U. S. Army, 

"Washington, D. C." 
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On the 29th of June, the harness for my battery ar- 
rived. On the 30th a reconnoissance in force was made, 
my troops were then concentrated at Williamsport, and 
on the 2d of July I crossed the Potomac with less than 
11,000 men and with one battery of six smooth-bore 
guns, to which the horses had never been attached until 
I moved, and to the sound of which they were entirely 
unaccustomed. 

After crossing the Potomac, just beyond Falling Wa- 
ters, the advance brigade of the enemy, 3500 infan- 
try, with artillery and a large cavalry force, all under 
" Stonewall" Jackson, were encountered, and after a 
sharp contest, principally with General Abercrombie's 
brigade, were forced back and driven before our troops 
several miles, the relative loss of the enemy being very 
heavy. 

The following official report of the affair was trans- 
mitted to the War Department : 



" Headquarters Department or Pennstlvaitia, 
Mabtinsburq, Viroinia, July 6, 1861. 
" Sir : 

" I telegraphed my intention to cross the Potomac on the 
1st instant. I now have the honor to report my movements 
since that date. 

" I left Hagerstown on the afternoon of the 30th uH;., the 
earliest day my command could take the field in a proper 
condition for active service, intending the following morning 
to enter Virginia with two columns (at Dam IsTo. 4, and at 
Williamsport), to be united the same day at Hainesville, the 
location of the rebels. Owing to the danger and difficulty 
attending the fording at Dam 'So. 4, 1 placed all the force at 
Williamsport. 
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" My order of march for the 2d instant is given in the 
accompanying circular. The advance crossed the Potomac 
at 4 A. M., all taking the main road to Martinsburg, with 
the exception of I^Tegley's brigade, which, about one mile 
from the ford, diverged to the right, to meet the enemy 
should he come from Hedgesville, to guard our right, and 
to rejoin at Hainesville. 

" About five miles from the ford the skirmishers in front 
and on the flank suddenly became engaged with the enemy 
posted in a clump of trees. At the same time their main 
body appeared in front, sheltered by fences, timber, and 
houses. Abercrombie immediately deployed his regiments 
(First "Wisconsin and Eleventh Pennsylvania) on each side of 
the road, placed Hudson's section, supported by the First 
Troop Philadelphia City Cavalry, in the road, and advanced 
to the attack against a warm fire before him. 

" The enemy being supported by artillery, resisted for 
twenty-five minutes with much determination. Lieutenant 
Hudson, after getting in position, soon silenced their guns. 

"In the meantime, Thomas's brigade rapidly advanced 
and deployed to the left flank of the enemy. The enemy, 
seeing the movement and being pressed by Abercrombie, 
retired, hotly pursued for four miles by artillery and infantry. 

" The cavalry could not be employed, on account of nu- 
merous fences and walls crossing the cou^itry. 

"In the enemy's camp was found camp equipage, provi- 
sions, grain, &c. , 

" This brush was highly creditable to our arms, winning, 
as we did, the day against a foe superior in numbers to those 
engaged on our side. 

" They were well posted, sheltered by timber, and sus- 
tained by artillery and cavalry. Our men advanced over 
open ground against a warm fire of artillery and infantry. 
I present the report of Colonels Abercrombie and Thomas, 
and Lieutenants Perkins and Hudson, and take much plea- 
sure in bearing testimony as an eye-witness to the admirable 
manner in which their commands were handled, and their 
commendations earned. 
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" I also bear testimony to the efficient service, in posting 
portions of the troops and conducting them to the front and 
into action, rendered by the members of my staff present 
and on the field of battle, Colonel Porter, Captain John New- 
ton, and Lieutenant Babcock, and Majors R. Butler Price 
and Craig Biddle, who were employed conveying orders, 
also Surgeon Tripler in attending to the wounded. 

" The loss of the enemy was over sixty in killed. The 
number of wounded cannot be ascertained, as a large num- 
ber were carried off" the field. 

" I am, sir, very respectfully, 

" Your obedient servant, 

" R. Patterson, 

" Major-G-eneral, Commanding. 

" COLOlfEL E. D. TOWNSEND, 

"Assistant Adjutant-General, Tk S. Army, 

" Washington, D. C." 

Subsequent operations of our forces, upon much 
grander scales, have caused this brilliant little affair to 
be forgotten. At the time, however, being the first in- 
stance that any number of our troops had been under 
fire, their gallant behavior in resisting an attack led by 
so able a commander as " Stonewall" Jackson, was a 
matter of very general congratulation and natural pride. 

On the 3d of July, the army under my command 
entered Martinsburg. There I was compelled to halt 
and send back for supplies, and to wait for Colonel 
Stone's command, ordered on the 30th of June to join 
me, which he did on the 8th of July. My means of 
transportation were utterly inadequate, without an in- 
crease of which it was impossible to advance. I had 
wagons and teams for baggage only, and none for 
a supply train. The reinforcements being without 
wagons only added to my difficulty. Not one wagon, 

4 
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horse, mule, or set of harness, was sent to me from 
Washington. All the transportation I had was fur- 
nished, under my own orders, by the energetic eflPorts 
of my efficient Deputy Quartermaster-General, Colonel 
Crosman. 

As an evidence of this, I insert the following, from 
other orders of the same character issued at this time 
{Report Gmidwi of the War, vol. ii, p. 135) : 

" Headquabtbbs Dbpabtmbnt or Pennstltania, 
Martinsbubg, July 8, 1861. 

" Special Orders, 'Eo. 94. 

"Division and brigade commanders will require those 
regiments which have not reduced their number of tents to 
four common and one wall tent for each company, and one 
wall tent for other officers, at once to pack the surplus, mark 
them, and turn them in to Captain "Woods, Acting Assistant 
Quartermaster, at the depot. The spare wagons which will 
thus be created must be used to carry provisions. 

" Every wagon which can be spared from transporting the 
regiments will at once be taken to Colonel Crosman, who 
is authorized to call for what he requires. 

" The commanding General calls upon every one to re- 
duce their amount of transportation, to enable him to move 
a larger force to the front, and to keep his army provisioned. 

" By order of Major-General Patterson. 

"F. J. Porter, 

"Ass't Adjutant-Greneral." 

This deficiency of transportation, which I had anti- 
cipated on advancing on this line, now began to be a 
source of serious embarrassment. 

Immediately on the arrival of Colonel Stone I issued 
the following order to advance, the object being to attack 
the enemy at Winchester (Report, vol. ii, p. 135) : 
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' " Hbadqtjartbks Department or Pennsylvania, 

MAETiNSBTTEa, Va., July 8, 1861. 

" General Order. Circular. 

" The troops will move to-morrow morning, in the follow- 
ing order : 

" The First (Thomas's) Brigade, with the Rhode Island 
Battery temporarily attached thereto, will advance by the 
Winchester turnpike, accompanied by one squadron of ca- 
valry. 

" The Seventh (Stone's) Brigade, vdth Perkins's Battery 
attached thereto, will take the main street of the town (by 
the Court-house), and will continue on the road parallel to 
and east of the "Winchester turnpike. One company of ca- 
valry will be attached to this command. 

" The First (Cadwalader's) Division will follow the march 
of Thomas's Brigade. Doubleday's Battery will advance 
with this division, one regiment of which will be detailed 
for its guard, to accompany wherever it may be ordered. 

" The Second (Keim's) Division will pursue both routes, 
General ISTegley's Brigade following the march of Colonel 
Stone and Colonel Abercrombie's, and General Wynkoop's 
that of General Cadwalader. 

" The Twenty-eighth and Nineteenth New York Regi- 
ments will be temporarily attached to General Keim's Divi- 
sion. 

" General Keim will detail a strong rear-guard of his divi- 
sion for the wagon train. The rear-guard will march on the 
flanks and rear of the train, and will be reinforced by a 
squadron of cavalry. 

" General Keim will detail a competent field-officer to 
command the rear-guard. 

" The wagons will advance in one train in the rear of the 
troops, and will be required to keep closed,. 

" The troops of the several divisions and brigades will 
keep closed. 

"By order of Major-General Patterson. 

"F..J. Porter, 

" Ass't A^jutant-Qeneral."" 
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About midnight the order was countermanded, as 
some of the troops that had arrived under Colonel Stone 
were reported by him so weary and footsore as to be 
quite unable, without repose, to bear the fatigue of a 
further march, and be in a condition to fight. 

On the next morning, the 9 th of July, finding from 
conversation with some of my officers that their opposi- 
tion to the plan of advancing upon Winchester, made 
known by the circular, appeared to be very strong and 
decided, I was induced, before renewing the order, to 
call a council of all the division and brigade comman- 
ders, the officers of Engineers, and chiefs of the De- 
partments of Transportation and Supply. These were : 
Major-General Wm. H. Keim, Brigadier-General Cad- 
walader (now Major-General), Colonel Abererombie 
(now Brigadier-General), Colonel Geo. H. Thomas (now 
Major-General), Brigadier-General Negley (now Major- 
General), Colonel Stone (now Brigadier-General), Cap- 
tain Newton, U. S. Engineers (now Major-General), 
Captain Simpson, TJ. S. Topographical Engineers (now 
Colonel), Captain Beckwith, Subsistence Department 
(now Colonel), Lieutenant-Colonel Crosman, Quarter- 
master's Department (now Colonel) : seven distinguished 
officers of the regular service, and three experienced 
officers of the Volunteers, the survivors of whom are all 
now in the service, where they have earned new laurels 
and high promotion. 

I had the less hesitation in consulting with these 
officers, because, after they were ordered to my com- 
mand, and I was about to attack Harper's Perry, the 
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General-in-chief, in hia despatch of June 8th, already 
quoted, says : 

" I have said that we must sustain no reverse ; hut this is 
not enough : a check or a drawn battle would he a victory 
to the enemy, fiUing his heart with joy, his ranks with men, 
and his magazines with voluntary contributions. 

" Take your measures, therefore, circumspectly ; make 
good use of your engineers and other experienced staff offi- 
cers and generals, and attempt nothing without a clear pros- 
pect of success, as you will find the' enemy strongly posted 
and not inferior to you in numbers." 

The suggestion of a council coming from these very 
"engineers, staff ofl&cers, and generals," I felt bound not 
to disregard, and, in case of disaster, I could scarcely 
say that "I had attempted nothing without a clear 
prospect of success," if my defeat had been foretold by 
the very men I was expected to consult. I submitted 
to the council my instructions, orders, and the following 
statement {Report Conduct of the War, vol. ii, pp. 85, 
86, 87) : 

" This force was collected originally to retake Harper's 
Ferry. That evacuated, it was directed to remain as long as 
Johnston remained in force in this vicinity. Threatening, 
as he was, either to move to the aid of the force attacking 
"Washington, or annoying the frontier of Maryland, this 
army was permitted to cross the Potomac and offer battle. 

" If accepted, so soon as Johnston was defeated, to return 
and approach Washington. 

" The enemy retires, for what ? Is it weakness, or a trap ? 
Can we continue to advance, and pursue if he retires ? If 
so, how far ? When shall we retire ? 
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" Our volunteer force will soon dwindle before us, and we 
may be left without aid. If our men go home without a 
regular battle, a good field fight, they will go home discon- 
tented, will not re-enlist, and will sour the minds of others. 
We have a long line to defend, liable at any moment to be 
cut off from our base and depot, and to a blow on our fiank. 

" Our forces must not be defeated, nor checked in battle, 
or meet with reverses. It would be fatal to our cause, 

" A force threatens Washington. If we abandon our pre- 
sent position, Johnston will be available to aid. 

" The command has been largely reinforced to enable us 
to sustain our position, to clear the valley to Winchester, to 
defeat the enemy if he accepts battle, and to be in position 
to aid General McDowell, or to move upon Washington, 
Richmond, or elsewhere, as the General-in-chief may direct. 
General Sanford, with two rifled guns and three regiments, 
will be up to-morrow. 

" Our force will then be as large as it ever will be. Under 
the prospect of losing a large portion of our force in a few 
days, by expiration of service, what shall be done ?" 

The result of the deliberation is given in the following 
minute, taken at the time by Major Craig Biddle, of the 
staff (Report, vol. ii, p. 85, &c.) : 



" Minutes of Council of War, held July 9, 1861, at Martinsburg, 

Virginia. 

" Colonel Crosman, Quartermaster, thought nine hun- 
dred wagons would be sufficient to furnish subsistence, and 
to transport ammunition to our present force. The calcula-, 
tion for the original column was seven hundred wagons, of 
which five hundred were on hand and two hundred expected. 
The great difficulty will be to obtain forage for the animals, 
the present consumption being twenty-six tons daily. 

"Captain Beckwith, Commissary. The question- of sub- 
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sistence is here a question of transportation. Thus far no 
reUance has been placed on the adjacent country. A day's 
march ahead would compel a resort to it. As far as known 
'those supphes would be quite inadequate. 

" Captain Simpson, Topographical Engineers. The diffi- 
culty of our present position arises from the great facility 
the enemy has to concentrate troops at Winchester from 
Manassas Junction. By the railroad, twelve thousand men 
could be sent there in a day, and again sent back to Man- 
assas. Our forces should combine with the forces at Wash- 
ington. 

" Captain Newton, Engineers. Our present position is a 
very exposed one. General Johnston can keep' us where 
we are as long as he pleases, and at any time make a demon- 
stration on our rear. Our whole line is a false one. "We 
have no business here, except for the purpose of making a 
demonstration. lie threatens us now. We should be in a 
position to threaten him. We should go to Charlestown, 
Harper's Ferry, Shepherdstown, and flank him. 

" Colonel Stone. It is mainly a question for the staff. 
Our enemy has great facility of movement, and to extend 
our line would be accompanied with great danger. John- 
ston should be threatened from some other point. We 
might leave two regiments here, two guns at Shepherdstown, 
and proceed to Charlestown, and threaten from that point. 

" General I^egley, ditto to Captain Newton. 

" Colonel Thomas approves of a flank movement to 
Charlestown. 

" Colonel Abercrombie, the same. 

" General Keim, the same. 

" General Cadwalader opposed to a forward movement." 

The wisdom of this decision of the council held on 
the 9th was confirmed in my mind by the receipt of the 
following telegram from the General-in-chief two days 
afterwards (see Conduct of the War, vol. ii, p. 86) : 
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" War Department, 
■Washington, July 11, 1861. 

" Majok-Gbneral Patterson, 

" Martinsburg, Virginia. 

" The author of the following is known, and he believes 

it authentic : 

" ' Washington, July 9, 1861. 

" ' The plan of operations of the Secession army in Virginia 
contemplates the reverse of the proceedings and movements 
announced in the Express of yesterday and Saturday. A 
schedule that has come to light meditates a stand and an en- 
gagement hy Johnston, when he shall have drawn Patterson 
sufficiently far back from the river to render impossible his 
retreat across it on being vanquished, and an advance then by 
Johnston and Wise conjointly upon McClellan, and, after the 
conquest of him, a march in this direction, to unite in an 
attack upon the Federal forces across the Potomac, with the 
army under Beauregard at Manassas Junction, and the wing 
of that army, the South Carolina regiments chiefly, now nine 
(9) miles from Alexandria. Success in each of these three 
several movements is anticipated, and thereby not only the 
possession of the capital is thought to be assured, but an 
advance of the Federal troops upon Richmond prevented. 
The plan supposes that this success will give the Confederate 
cause such prestige, and inspire in it such faith, as will insure 
the recognition of its Government abroad, and at the same 
time so impair confidence in the Federal Government as to 
render it impossible for it to procure loans abroad, and very 
difficult for it to raise means at home. Real retreats, which 
have been anticipated, it will be seen are, by this plan, alto- 
gether ignored. According to it, fighting and conquest are 
the orders.' 

" E. D. TOWNSEND, 

"Asst. Adjt. Genl." 

This paper, transmitted from the headquarters of the 
army, speaks for itself. 
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That this was the plan agreed upon by the Confederate 
generals there is no doubt ; and it was a judicious one. 
My information of a similar kind had come from various 
quarters. My most experienced officers of the regular 
service, 'with whom I fully and freely consulted, Co- 
lonels George H. Thomas, Abercrombie, and Crosman, 
Major Fitz John Porter, Captains Newton, Beckwith, 
and many others, men of long service, merit, and great 
experience, all concurred in the opinion that I was too 
far advanced at M-artinsburg ; that Johnston had fallen 
back for no other purpose than to lead me on ; that he 
had a trap set somewhere, and that, if not very cautious, 
I should fall into it. 

Each of these officers, not only approved warmly of 
the management of my command, but opposed, both in 
and out of council, a further advance. With their op- 
position to an advance well known, five of the number 
have since been made general officers. 

The enemy were at Winchester intrenched. The 
phrase " intrenchments," at the beginning of the war, 
was very much misunderstood, and was popularly sup- 
posed to refer to permanent works. Experience has 
shown, on several occasions, that earthworks thrown up 
in a night have defied the efibrts of the best troops. 

The superiority of the enemy at, Winchester in men 
and guns as well as in position, was well known. The 
information was obtained from Union men who had 
been there, from prisoners, from deserters, and from 
other sources, all agreeing on an average of about forty 
thousand men and over sixty guns. Captain Wellmore, 
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belonging to a Maryland regiment, taken prisoner at 
Charlestown by a party sent by me from Harper's Ferry, 
gave forty thousand. A gentleman from Berkeley 
County, of higb respectability, serving under Johnston 
as an unwilling Virginia volunteer in Jackson's Brigade, 
at the battle of Falling Waters, subsequently gave the 
following statement, taken down by General Negley, 
and by him given to me : 

" Greneral Jackson retreated with his. brigade, consisting 
then of four regiments and four pieces of artillery (Captain 
Pendleton), to Big Spring, three and a half miles south of 
Martinshurg. General Johnston arrived at Darkesville the 
same night with about fourteen thousand men. He was 
then reinforced by one regiment and one battery (four guns) 
flying artillery. General Jackson retreated to that point. 
The army made a stand there for four days ; they then re- 
treated to "Winchester. When we arrived there, we found 
fortifications commenced by the militia. AU the army 
there assisted, and in two days the city was fortified all 
around, within two miles of the suburbs, with intrench- 
ments. Reinforcements commenced pouring in. Ten 42- 
pounders were placed, masked, around the fortifications ; 
also, artificial thickets planted for rifiemen. The force 
consisted of forty-two thousand, including four thousand 
militia. General Johnston then received a despatch, as 
read to the men, that General Patterson was out of the 
way ; that he had gone to get in Beauregard's rear, and that 
Jeff. Davis had ordered him to cut oft" General Patterson, in 
order to save the country; that General Beauregard had 
been attacked by an overwhelming force. General John- 
ston's army moved at 1 o'clock, p.m., Thursday, consisting 
of nine brigades, with fifty-two pieces of flying artillery, 
including three ten-inch columbiads, represented to me as 
such. Among the artillery was a detachment of the Wash- 
ington Artillery, consisting of eight guns, four of which were 
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rifled cannon. General Johnston took witli him thirty-five 
thousand men, leaving the militia and volunteers, to the 
number of seven thousand, in "Winchester." 

Mr. McDonald, a reporter, gave the following state- 
ment, taken down by General Cadwalader, and by him 
given to me : 

" General Johnston's force at "Winchester was forty-two 
thousand men, infantry, artillery, and cavalry; of which, 
eight hundred were Virginia ^cavalry, under Colonel Stuart, 
and three hundred from Southern States. Forty regiments, 
thirty-five thousand men, left "Winchester, at 1 o'clock p.m., 
on Thursday, by order of General Beauregard; took the 
road to Berry's Ford, on the Shenandoah, thirteen and a half 
miles, over the Blue Eidge to Piedmont Station, on the Ma- 
nassas Gap Railroad, fifteen miles, making twenty-eight and 
a half miles, reqxiiring two days' march. Freight and passen- 
ger cars had been hauled over the road, on their own wheels, 
to Strasburg last week, and on them Johnston's forces were 
expected to be transported, on the Manassas Railroad, from 
Piedmont to Manassas Junction, thirty-eight to forty miles. 
There remained at Winchester seven thousand troops until 
Saturday afternoon, when they left for Strasburg, on their 
way to Manassas, except about two thousand five hundred of 
the militia of the neighboring counties, disbanded and sent 
home. A large quantity of arms in boxes was sent to Stras- 
burg. The Virginia cavalry remained (under Colonel Stuart), 
and went to Berrysville to observe the movements of Gene- 
ral Patterson's column. The rest of the cavalry went with 
General Johnston. They had at Winchester sixty-two pieces 
of artillery in position in the fortifications ; about ten 42- 
pounders (some, they thought, were columbiads) were left. 
The remainder were taken by General Johnston. A detach- 
ment, of the Washington Artillery, from IfTew Orleans, had 
eight heavy guns, of which four were 32-pounders. These 
were hauled by twenty-eight horses each ; the rest (smaller 
guns) by six and four horses each. Part, if not all of them, 
were brass rifled guns. The fortifications surrounded Win- 



60 NARRATIVE OF THE CAMPAIGN 

Chester, except to the southward, upon the high ground ; 
very heavy earthworks, made with bags and barrels filled 
with earth, &c. In front of the breastworks deep trenches 
were dug, communicating below with inside of the works. 
The guns were all masked with artifieial thickets of ever- 
greens, which were intended in some cases to be used as 
ambuscades for riflemen and sharpshooters. Among the 
regiments was one of Kentucky riflemen, armed with heavy- 
bowie-knives. They refused to take more than one round 
of cartridges. They proposed to place themselves in the 
bushes for assault. All the fences had been levelled for 
miles in front of Winchester^ The fortifications extended 
two and a half miles. The trees had been felled between 
Bunker Hill and Winchester, to impede an advance. Fif- 
teen hundred sick at Winchester, confined with measles, 
dysentery, and typhoid fever. Prisoners taken from our 
column were sent to Richmond. Wise had been recalled, 
it is said, with his troops, from Western Virginia. Beau- 
regard and Davis had done it in opposition to General Lee's 
advice." 

Mr. Lackland, brother of Colonel Lackland, residing 
a short distance from Charlestovra, and just returned 
from Winchester, stated, July 20th, 1861, that Johnston 
had at that place, 

" 2 regiments from Kentucky, Duncan and Pope, . . 1,300 

2 regiments from Tennessee, 1,800 

5 regiments from Alabama, strong, 4,500 

5 regiments from Georgia, strong, 4,600 

1 regiment from North Carolina, 1,000 

5 regiments from Mississippi, 4,500 

2 regiments from Maryland, 1,200 

Several regiments froni Virginia, 10,000 

Militia from Virginia, 5,000 

One regiment of cavalry, 600 

Several batteries, 700 

35,200 , 

" On Wednesday, the 18th, at 2 p.m., he commenced his 
movement southeast. Number taken, 30,000 Confederate 
troops ; number left, 5200 militia."" 
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These statements, with many others, taken by differ- 
ent officers, from different persons, at different times 
and places, agree very much in the main facts. 

Like most other reports, these were doubtless exag- 
gerated, and required, as they received, due allowance. 
We are not, however, to rush into the other extreme? 
and believe nothing, because the narrator may be sup- 
posed to have exceeded the truth. We have in the 
present case a most valuable witness, one whose interest 
it was to underrate his own force and overrate mine. 
General Johnston himself Stating my force at thirty 
thousand, he alleges his inferiority in men as a reason 
for not attacking me, and would therefore, to justify 
himself, make his force as small as possible. By his 
official report he had, on the 23d of May, 9 regiments 
and 2 battalions of infantry, 4 companies of artillery, 16 
pieces of artillery, 300 cavalry. To this were added, on 
the 18th of June, 3 regiments of infantry, and, on the 
15th of July, 8 regiments of infantry, with 2500 militia 
to man the fortifications. Of intrenchments he says 
that, after my first advance across the Potomac, on the 
16th of June, " Major Whiting was ordered to plan de- 
fensive works, and to have some heavy guns on navy 
carriages mounted. About twenty-five hundred miljtia, 
under Brigadier-General Carson, were called out to man 
them." 

General Scott, also, in a despatch addressed to my 
successor. General Banks, which I received before I was 
relieved, gives the following information as to the num- 
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ber of guns which Johnston had left hehvnd Mm at Win- 
chester {Report, vol. ii, p. 140) : 

"War Depabtmbitt, 
WASHiNGTOif, July 23, 11.30 p.m. 

" The following information has just been received from 
A. E". Rankin, editor of the Eepublican and Transcript: 
There are nine 32-pounders, four 44-pounders, and two 
6-pounder8, and one thousand stand of arms at "Winchester, 
with but five hundred men, raw militia, to guard the same. 
There are also one thousand tents, and a very large amount 
of powder, balls, and shells. 

" WiNFiELD Scott. 

" Majok-Gbnebal Banks, 

" Headquarters Army, Harper's Ferry." 

General Abercrombie, a regular ofl&cer of more than 
forty years' service, writes me from Winchester on the 
17th of March, 1862 : 

" I rode over the ground occupied by Johnston in July, 
and, after a careful examination, I found that I had no reason 
to change my opinion as to the course you adopted. 

" The works themselves were of no great strength, but 
the judicious disposition made of them, the favorable eha^ 
racter of the ground, size and number of guns, and numerical 
strength of force, ought to have defeated double the number. 

" I think you may rely on this : Johnston had twenty-six 
thousand volunteers that were mustered into the service, 
and between six and seven thousand of what they call militia, 
maMng some thirty-two or thirty-three thousand men. The 
trenches extend some four or five miles. They commence 
at the turnpike leading to Charlestown, due east from Win- 
chester, and run to the base of the hills west of the town, 
and at every few hundred paces we found platforms for 
heavy pivot guns, some of them rifled, so I am told. On 
the hills alluded to, some very heavy guns were admirably 
arranged, and commanded the whole valley. These also 
were made to traverse in every direction. Most of these 
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earthworks were constructed with regard to the Martins- 
burg route. On the 16th, Johnston had his whole force 
under arms, in battle order, and waited some hours, under 
the impression that you were approaching from Bunker Hill 
to attack him, and has since said he regrets' not having 
attacked you. 

" General Johnston had not less than thirty-two thousand 
men, a very strong position, and between sixty and seventy 
guns, eleven of them pivot and of heavy calibre. 

" I have conversed with a number of intelligent persons 
on the subject, and all agree very nearly as to the strength 
of Johnston's force and number of guns, and my own obser- 
vations and personal inspection (of the abandoned earth- 
works) satisfy me of the correctness of their statements." 

I will here take occasion to say that my force was 
always greatly overestimated, not only by the public, 
but apparently by the General-in-chief himself. There 
were twelve regiments ordered to join me, one Delaware 
and three New Jersey on the 24th of May, two J^ew 
York on the 30th of May, two Ohio and two Northern 
regiments on the 4th of June, and two Pennsylvania 
on the 10th of June, but they never did so. I was, 
therefore, probably operating with a force less by twelve 
regiments than the General-in-chief intended : a fact 
sufficient to explain his exaggerated ideas of the strength 
of my command. My largest force was accumulated at 
Martinsburg, about eighteen thousand two hundred 
men. When I marched from there, I had to leave two 
regiments, taking about sixteen thousand eight hundred 
men with me, and, deducting from them the sick, the 
rear and wagon guards, I could not have gone into 
action with more than thirteen thousand, and at the 
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time Johnston marched from Winchester I could not 
have taken into action ten thousand men. 

If I had been defeated a large portion of my army 
would have probably been destroyed and the others made 
prisoners of war. The affair would have been more 
disastrous than Bull Run, for the Potomac was behind 
me and I had no reserves to fall baqk upon. The enemy, 
flushed with two victories instead of one, with no army 
in position to check them, might have been in possession 
of Washington, Baltimore, and Philadelphia, within five 
days. The reason assigned for not advancing on Wash- 
ington by the commander of the Confederates in his 
ofl&cial report after Bull Run, was the fact of my army 
being intact and ready to advance. This Shenandoah 
Valley, through which the enemy have since twice pene- 
trated into Pennsylvania, I was always loath to leave un- 
guarded. On the 20th of June, when about to cross the 
Potomac, I had written to General McCall as follows : 
[Report, vol. ii, p. 82) : 

" Headquaeters, Department or Pennstlvaiha, 
Hagerstown, June 26, 1861. 
" My dear General : 

" If I can get permission to go over into Virginia, I intend 
to cross the river and offer battle to the insurgents. As the 
regulars and Ehode Island regiment and battery have been 
taken from me, I will require all the force now here, and 
must leave the Pennsylvania line unguarded. Please in- 
form me how many men you can throw forward, and how 
soon. 

" Very respectfully and truly yours, 

" E. Patterson." 
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To whiclx Major-General McCall replied as follows 
(p. 82) : ■ 

" Harrisburg, Sunday, June 30, 1861. 

" Mt dear General : 

" On my return from Pittsburg tMs morning, I find yonr 
note of the 26th instant, informing me of your purpose to 
cross the river and offer battle to the insurgents, and asking 
what force I can throw forward on the Pennsylvania line. 

" In reply I have to say that the only force (one regiment 
rifles, and one infantry, with a section of artillery) of my 
command, as yet armed and equipped, has been pushed for- 
ward to the support of Colonel "Wallace at Cumberland, and 
for the protection of our border settlers in that direction ; 
the other regiments are without clothing, arms, or equip- 
ments, still, notwithstanding my efforts to fit them for the 
field. You will therefore perceive how impossible it will 
be for me, although I much regret it, to comply with your 
request. 

" With great regard, very truly yours, 

" George A. McCall." 

It will be seen from the letter of General McCall that 
with all his efforts, he had but two regiments and a sec- 
tion of artillery fit for the field, and this force, under 
Colonel Charles J. Biddle, was then beyond Bedford, 
"for the support of Colonel Wallace at Cumberland, 
and for the protection of our border settlers in that 
direction." I was thus made responsible for* our entire 
frontier from Cumberland to Edwards' Ferry, while I 
had not cavalry or artillery enough to guard the fords 
between Hancock and Harper's Ferry. These were 
some of the reasons which prevented me from attack- 
ing the enemy at Winchester. My instructions were, 
" K the enemy were to retire upon his resources at Win- 
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Chester, it is not enjoined that you pursue him to that 
distance from your base of operations without a well- 
grounded confidence in your continued superiority." 

Will any fair-minded man say, that I could under 
these circumstances have entertained any such confi- 
dence ? 

But what was to be gained by an attack, the object 
being to detain Johnston ? 

I had been anxious to go to Leesburg, where, if John- 
ston attempted to elude me, I could reach McDowell as 
soon as he could join Beauregard. This, however, was 
not permitted, but I was kept on a false line, where I 
could no more prevent Johnston by force from going to 
Manassas than an army at Washington could prevent 
one at Philadelphia going to New York. Neither could 
I follow him, for he had a railroad behind him which he 
could use and then destroy. Johnston says, in his 
official report, " I proceeded to Winchester. There the 
army was in position to oppose either McClellan from 
the west, or Patterson from the northeast, and to form 
a j unction with General Beauregard when necessary." 

After the conference with my officers, I wrote to the 
General-iu-chief, as follows : 

" Headqttabtebs Department of Pbnnsyltania, 
Maktuisbtjkq, July 9, 1861. 

" Colonel : 

"I have received the telegrams of the General-in-chief, 
notifying of the additional regiments sent to me. Colonel 
Stone and the Nineteenth and Twenty-eighth New York re- 
giments arrived yesterday. General Sanford, with the Fifth 
and Twelfth New York regiments, will join to-morrow. 

" Since I last addressed you, I have made no movements ; 
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in fact, have been prevented by the necessity of sending all 
my wagons to tbe rear, to obtain provisions for a few days 
in . advance and to bring up troops. The commissary has 
supplies (with those in hands of troops) for about two days. 
Though the quartermaster has spared no exertion, and his 
agents have been very active, he has not as yet been able to 
provide a supply train for the command. I am, therefore, 
much restricted in my movements, being compelled after 
three days' advance to send back for provisions. The diffi- 
culty will increase as I advance ; indeed, I am now almost at 
a stand. Instead of receiving aid from the inhabitants, I 
find myself in an enemy's country, where our opponents can 
procure supplies and we nothing, except by seizure. Even 
information is studiously kept from us. Supplies, especially 
provisions, are very scarce, and not even one day's rations 
can be relied upon. The supply of grain also is very limited. 
Under these circumstances, I respectfully present to the Gene- 
ral-in-chief the following plan, which with my present views 
I desire to carry into operation so soon as I can do so with 
safety, and the necessity for following Johnston ceases. I 
propose to move this force to Charlestown, from which point 
I can more easily strike Winchester, march to Leesburg 
when necessary, open communication to a depot to be estab- 
lished at Harper's Ferry, and occupy the main avenue of 
supply to the enemy. My base will then be some seven 
miles nearer, more easily reached by road, and my line of 
communication rendered more secure than at present. I 
can establish communication with the Maryland shore by 
a bridge of boats. In this way I can more easily approach 
you, and the movement, I think, will tend to reheve Lees- 
burg and vicinity of some of its oppressors. " My present 
location is a very bad one, in a military point of view, and 
from it I cannot move a portion of the force without exposing 
what remains to be cut off. 

" General Sanford informs me by letter that he has for me 
a letter from you. I hope it will inform me when you will 
put your column in motion against Manassas, and when you 
wish me to strike. The enemy retired in succession from 
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Darkesville and Bunker Hill to Stevenson's Station, a few 
miles from Winchester. There he has halted, and report 
says is intrenching. His design evidently is to draw this' 
force on as far as possible from its base, and then to cut my 
line, or to attack with large reinforcements from Manassas. 
As I have already stated, I cannot advance far, and if I could, 
I think the movement very imprudent. When you make 
your attack I expect to advance and offer battle. If the 
enemy retires, shall not pursue. I am very desirous to know 
when the General-in-chief wishes me to approach Winchester. 
If the notice does not come in any other way, I wish you 
would indicate the day by telegraph thus : ' Let me hear 

from you on .' 

" I am, sir, very respectfully, 

" Your obedient servant, 

"E. Patterson, 

" Major-General, Commanding. 
" Colonel E. D. Townsknd, 

•' Assistant Adjutant-General U. S. Army, 

"Washington, D. C." 

On tte 13th I received the following, telegram from 
General Scott : 

""Washington, July 12, 1861, 1.30 p.m. 
" Go where you propose in your letter of the 9th instant. 
Should that movement cause the enemy to retreat upon 
Manassas via Strasburg, to follow him at this distance would 
seem hazardous, whereas the route from Charlestown via 
Keyes' Ferry, Hillsboro', and Leesburg, towards Alexandria, 
with the use of the canal on the other side of the river for 
transportation, may be practicable. Consider this sugges- 
tion well, and, except in extreme case, do not recross the 
Potomac with more than a sufficient detachment for your 
supplies on the canal. Let me hear from you on Tuesday. 
Write often when en route. 

" WiNFiBLD Scott. 

" Majob-Gbneral Patterson, 

" Martinsburg, Virginia." 
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This gave me the desired permission to go to Charles- 
town; and the phrase, "Let me hear from you on 
Tuesday," announced that General McDowell's attack 
was to begin on that day. 

On the next day, the orders were substantially reite- 
rated in the following despatch : 

" Washingtoh-, July 13, 1861. 
" I telegraphed you yesterday, if not strong enough to beat 
the enemy early next week, make demonstrations so as to 
detain him in the valley of Winchester ; but if he retreats in 
force towards Manassas, and it be hazardous to follow him, 
then consider the route via Keyes' Ferry, Leesburg, &c. 

" WiNFiELD Scott. 

" G-ENEEAL E. Patterson." 

I did not consider myself " strong enough to beat the 
enemy," nor did any officer with whom I consulted ; I 
determined, therefore, "to make demonstrations so as 
to detain Johnston in the valley of Winchester" at the 
time indicated. This gave me no opportunity to change 
my base promptly, and the attempt to do so I thought 
might send Johnston to Manassas at the very time the 
General-in-chief desired him to be kept at Winchester, 
to wit, on the following Tuesday. I therefore postponed 
my movement to Charlestown until after that day. 
This I considered a fulfilment of my orders to the very 
letter, and as I reported every movement I was making 
fully to headquarters, as appears by the following letters, 
I could at any moment have been stopped by telegraph, 
had it been desired that I should act difierently {E&port, 
vol. ii, pp. 132, 138, 139): 
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" Headqttarters Depaktmbnt ot Pbnnstltania, 
MABTiirsBtrBG, July 14th, 1861. 

" Colonel E. D. "Townsend, 

" Assistant Adjutant-General XT. S. Army, 
" Washington City. 

" Colonel : 1 liave thus far succeeded in keeping in this 
vicinity the command under General Johnston, who is now 
pretending to be engaged in fortifying at "Winchester, but 
prepared to retire beyond striking distance if I shall ad- 
vance far. 

" To-morrow I advance to Bunker Hill, preparatory to the 
other movement. If an opportunity offers I shall attack, 
but unless I can rout shall be careful not to set him in fall 
retreat upon Strasburg. 

" I have amanged for the occupation of Harper's Perry, 
opposite which point I have directed provisions to be sent. 

" Many of the three months' volunteers are very restless 
at the prospect of being retained over their time. This fact 
wiU cause you to hear from me soon in the direction of 
Charlestown. "Want of ample transportation for supplies 
and baggage has prevented my moving earlier in the direc- 
tion I desired. 

" I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

"E.. Patterson, 

"Major-General, Commanding." 

" HBADQtTARTEBS DEPARTMENT OF PENNSYLVANIA, 

Bunker Hill, July 16th, 1861. 

" Colonel E. D. Townsend, 

"Assistant Adjutant-General TJ. S. Army, 
" Washington City. 

" Colonel : I have the honor to report, for the informa- 
tion of the General-in-chief, my advance and arrival at this 
place yesterday, opposed only by a body of six hundred 
cavalry, of which one was killed and five taken prisoners. 

" To-morrow I move upon Charlestown. A reconnois- 
sance shows the "Winchester road blocked by fallen trees 
and fences placed across it, indicating no' confidence in the 
large force now said -to be at "Winchester. I send you a 
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sketch, prepared by Captain Simpson, of the works said to 
have been erected in the vicinity of "Winchester. 

" Preparations have already been commenced to occupy 
and hold Harper's Ferry with the three years' troops. If 
the General-in-chief desires to retain that place (and I advise 
it never to be evacuated), I desire to be at once informed 
by telegraph. 

" I have to report that the term of service of a very large 
portion of this force will expire in a few days. From an 
undercurrent expression of feeling, I am confident that many 
will be inclined to lay down their arms the day the term 
expires. With such a feeling existing, any active operations 
cannot be thought of, until they are replaced by three years' 
men. Those whose terms expire this week, and will not 
remain, I shall arrange to send off by Harper's Ferry; those 
for Philadelphia via Baltimore, those for Harrisburg via 
Hagerstown. 

" If Harper's Ferry is to be held, after securing that, I shall, 
if the General-in-chief desires, advance with the remainder 
of the troops via Leesburg, provided the force under John- 
ston does not remain at "Winchester after the success which 
I anticipate from General McDowell. 

" I wish to be advised if these propositions meet with the 
approval of the General-in-chief.. 

" The "Wisconsin regiments are without arms and accou- 
trements, which I have directed the commander of the 
Frankford Arsenal to provide. 

" I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

"R. Pattbkson, 

"Major-General, Commanding." 

"Headquarters Department of Pennsylvania, 
Charlbstown, Virginia, July 17, 1861. 

" The terms of service of the Pennsylvania troops (eighteen 
regiments) expire within seven days, commencing to-mor- 
row. I can rely on none of them renewing service. I must 
be at once provided with efficient three years' men, or with- 
draw to Harper's Ferry. 

" Shall I occupy permanently Harper's Ferry, or with- 



72 NAERATIVE OF THK CAMPAIGN 

draw entirely ? I wrote yesterday on this subject, and now 
wish to be informed of tbe intentions of tbe General-in-chief. 
My march to-day was without opposition or incident of im- 
portance. The country has been drained of men. This 
place has been a depot for supplies for the force at Winchester, 
and the presence of the army is not welcome. 

" R. Patterson, 

"Major-General, Commanding. 
" Colonel B. D. Townsend, 

"Assistant Adjutant-General U. S. Army, 

"Washington, D. C." 

" Headquaktbrs or thb Abmt, 

"WASHIlfGTON, July 17, 1861. 

" I have nothing official from you since Sunday, but am 
glad to learn, through Philadelphia papers, that you have ad- 
vanced. Do not let the enemy amuse and delay you with a 
small force in front while he reinforces the Junction with 
his main body. 

" McDowell's first day's work has driven the enemy be- 
yond Fairfax Court-house. The Junction will probably be 
carried to-morrow. 

"WiNFiELD Scott. 

" General Patteeson, 

"Commanding U. S. Porces, Harper's Perry." 

To this I replied as follows : 

" HEADQTrAKTBBS DePABTMENT 01' PENNSYLVANIA, 

Charlbstown, Vieqinia, July 18, 1861. 

" Telegram of to-day received. The enemy has stolen no 
march upon me. I have kept him actively employed, and by 
threats and reconjioissance in force, caused him to be rein- 
forced, I have accomplished more in this respect than the 
General-in-chief asked, or could well be expected in face of 
an enemy far superior in numbers, with no line of communi- 
cation to protect. 

" In fature, Post-office, Sandy Hook. 

" R. Patterson, 

"Major-General, Commanding. 
" Colonel B. D. Townsend, 

" Assistant Adjutant-Q«neral U. S. Army, 

"Washington." 
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On the same day I received the following : 

" Hbadqttartbrs op thb Army, 

"Washington, July 18, 1861. 

" I have certainly been expecting you to beat'the enemy ; 
if not, to hear that you had felt him strongly, or at least had 
occupied him by threats and demonstrations. You have 
been at least his equal, and I suppose, superior in number. 
Has he not stolen a march and sent reinforcements toward 
Manassas Junction ? A week is enough to win a victory. 
The time of volunteers counts from the day mustered into 
the service of the United States. You must not retreat 
across the Potomac. If necessary, when abandoned by the 
short term volunteers, intrench somewhere and wait for re- 
inforcements. 

" WiNFiBLD Scott. 

" Major-Genbral Patterson, 

" Commanding U. S. Forces." 

To this I replied : 

- " Headquarters Department of Pennsylvania, 
Charlestown, Virginia, 

July 18, 1861, 1.30 a. m. 

" Telegram of date received. Mine of to-night gives the 
condition of my command. Some regiments have given 
warning not to serve an hour over time. To attack under 
such circumstances against the greatly superior force at 
"Winchester is most hazardous. My letter of the 16th gives 
you further information. Shall I attack ? 

" R. Patterson, 

" Major-General, Commanding. 
" Colonel E. D. Townsepd, 

" Assistant Adjutant-General TT. S. Arniy, 

"Washington, D. 0." 

(To same, 1 P. M.) 

" I have succeeded, in accordance with the wishes of the 
General-in-chief, in keeping General Johnston's force at 
"Winchester. A reconnoissance in force on Tuesday caused 
him to be largely reinforced from Strasburg. "With the ex- 
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isting feeling and determination of the three months' men to 
return home, it would be ruinous to advance, or even to stay 
here without immediate increase of force to replace them. 
They will not remain. 

" I have ordered the brigades to assemble this afternoon, 
and shall make a formal appeal to the troops to stay a few 
days until I can be reinforced. Many of the regiments are 
without shoes; the Government refuses to furnish them; 
the men have received no pay ; and neither officers or sol- 
diers have money to purchase with. Under these circum- 
stances I cannot ask or expect the three months' volunteers 
to stay longer than one week. Two companies of Pennsyl- 
vania volunteers were discharged to-day and ordered home. 
I to-day place additional force at Harper's Ferry and esta- 
blish communication with Maryland. I sent Captain itfew- 
ton to prepare for its defence. 

" E. Pattekson, 

"Major-General, Oommanding. " 

Thus, from Charlestown on Thursday, the 18th of 
July, three days before the battle of Bull Kun, at 1.30 
A.M., twelve hours before any part of General Johnston's 
command left Winchester for Manassas, I telegraphed 
General Scott my opinion of the probable result of an 
attack on Winchester, and asked, "Shall I attack ?" 

To this no answer was returned, and I was left in 
utter ignorance of General McDowell's movements from 
Wednesday, July 17th, until Monday, the 22d, vfhen I 
first heard of the disastrous result through the news- 
papers. If the Commander-in-chief, who was perfectly 
acquainted with my condition, desired me to attack, he 
here had an opportunity of directing it ; with his order, 
I would cheerfully have advanced, let my force have 
been what it would and the result what it might. And 
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if General Scott had desired me to join him at Manassas, 
an order to me at that time would have effected it, and 
I could have been there, if ordered on that day, as soon 
or sooner than Johnston. 

On the same day the following letter was also sent : 

" Headquarters Department op Pkknstltania, 
Charlbstown, Virginia, July 18, 1861. 

" Colonel : 

" I arrived at this place on the 17th instant. Nothing of 
importance occurred on the march. The principal inhabi- 
tants left some days since, anticipating its occupation by the 
Federal troops. It was, till our arrival, the location of a 
band of Secession militia, engaged in pressing into the ser- 
vice the young men of the country. I have to acknowledge 
the receipt of two telegrams from the General-in-chief, of the 
17th and 18th instant, both looking to a movement. and 
attack upon' Winchester. A state of affairs existed which 
the General-in-chief is not aware of, though in some re- 
spects anticipated by his instructions, that if I found the 
enemy too strong to attack, to threaten and make demonstra- 
tions to retain him at Winchester. I more than carried out 
the wishes of the General-in-chief in this respect. Before I 
left Martinsburg, I was informed of a large increase in John- 
ston's command, and of the visit to Winchester of the lead- 
ing members of the Confederate army. Just before General 
McDowell was to strike, I advanced to Bunker Hill, causing 
surprise, and I have since learned an additional increase of 
force. On Tuesday I sent chit a reconnoitring party to- 
wards Winchester. It drove the enemy's pickets, and caused 
thC' army to be formed in line of battle, anticipating an 
attack from my main force. This party found the road 
barricaded and blocked by fallen trees. The following day 
I left for this place. 

" Before marching from Martinsburg, Iheard of the mutter- 
ings of many of the volunteer regiments, and their expressed 
determination not to serve one hour after their term of ser- 
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vice sliould expire, I anticipated a better expression of 
opinion as we approached the enemy, and hoped to hear of 
a wilhngness to remain a week or ten days. I was disap- 
pointed ; and when I pref)ared for a movement to the front, 
by an order for the men to carry two days' provisions in 
their haversacks, I was assailed by earnest remonstrance 
against being detained over their term of service, complaints 
from officers of want of shoes and other clothing, all throw- 
ing obstacles in the way of active operations. Indeed, I 
found I should, if I took Winchester, be without men, and 
be forced to retreat, thus losing the fruits of victory. Under 
these circumstances, neither I nor those on whom I could 
rely, could advance with any confidence. I am, therefore, 
now here, with a force which will be dwindling away very 
rapidly. I to-day appealed almost in vain to the regiments 
to stand by the country for a week or ten days. The men 
are longing for their homes, and nothing can detain them. 
I sent Captain !N"ewton to-day to Harper's Perry to arrange 
for defence and re-establish communication with Maryland, 
and the Massachusetts regiments. The Third "Wisconsin 
wiU soon be there. Lieutenant Babcock has been at Sandy 
Hook several days trying to get the canal in operation, pre- 
pare the entrance to the ford, putting in operation a ferry, 
and reconstructing the bridge. Depots for aU supplies will 
soon be established, and there I shall cause to be turned in 
the camp equipage, &c., of the regiments, and to that place 
I shall withdraw if I find my force so small as to render my 
present position unsafe. I cannot intrench sufficiently to 
defend this place against a large force. 

" I shall direct the regiments to be sent to Harrisburg and 
Philadelphia, to be mustered out by Captain Hastings, Major 
Kuff, atid Captain Wharton. 

" I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

" E,. Patterson, 

" Major-General, Commanding. 

" COLONBL E. D. TOWNSEND, 

"Assistant Adjutant-General U. S. Army, 

"Washington, D. C." 
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" Headqttaktbks Departmbnt of Pennsylvania, 
Charlestown, Virginia, July 19, 1861. 

" Almost all the three months' volunteers refuse to serve 
an hour over their time, and, except three regiments which 
will stay ten days, the most of them are without shoes or 
pants. I am compelled to send them home, many of them 
at once, some to Harrisburg, some to Phdladelphia, one to 
Indiana; and, if not otherwise directed by telegraph, I shall 
send to the place of muster, to which I request rolls may be 
sent, and Captain Hastings, Major Ruff, and Captain Whar- 
ton ordered to muster them out. They cannot march, and, 
unless a paymaster goes to them, they will be indecently 
clad, and have just cause of complaint. 

" R. Patterson, 

"Major-General, Commanding. 
' ' Adjtjtant-G-enbral it. S. Army, 

"Washington, D. C." 

I succeeded then in detaining Johnston up to the after- 
noon of Thursday, the 18th, and no portion of his force 
arrived on the field of battle at Manassas until the after- 
noon of Sunday, the 21st, so that Johnston was kept 
from joining Beauregard not only on " Tuesday," or, 
" the early part of next week,'' but during the entire 
week. That the battle of Manassas was by that time 
fought and won by our troops I had no doubt. General 
Scott had telegraphed me on Wednesday, the 17th : 

■ " McDowell's first -day's work has driven the enemy be- 
yond Fairfax Court-house; the Junction will probably be 
carried to-morrow," 

So that knowing Johnston to be still in my front, and 
that it would take him three days to reach Manassas, I 
felt confident that everything was progressing in accor- 
dance with the plans of the General-in-chief Instead, 
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however, of " the Junction being carried to-morrow" 
(Thursday), there was not even an attack made upon 
it until Sunday, the 21st, and then late in the day. Of 
all of which I was profoundly ignorant, never having 
received an intimation of it from any source whatever, 
so that I assumed, and had a right to assume, that if the 
General-in-chief told me he would fight on Tuesday, the 
16 th, and on the 17th had told me he had driven the 
enemy beyond a certain point, and would probably com- 
plete the operation on the next day, that it was his 
duty to inform me if he had not done it, otherwise, I 
must of course infer that he had done it. More especially, 
when it was in his power to have communicated with 
me by telegraph. 

I informed the Gleneral-in-chief of Johnston's depar- 
ture to join Beauregard in ample time to enable him 
to abstain from delivering battle, if he desired to do so. 

I telegraphed as follows on the 20th of July : 

" Headquarters Department op Pennsylvaitia, 
Chaelesto'wn, Vikqinia, July 20, 1861. 

" With a portion of his force Johnston left "Winchester, 
by the road to Millwood, on the afternoon of the 18th ; his 
whole force 32,500. 

" E. Patterson, 

" Major-General, Commanding. 
"Colonel E. D. Townsend, 

'.'A. A. G. U. S. A., "Washington, D. C." 

In this connection, and to show the disposition of 
" the Committee on the Conduct of the War" towards 
myself. I will mention an incident which .occurred in 
regard to this despatch in the House of Representatives. 
General Scott himself acknowledges the receipt of it in 
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his commentary on my testimony. That I had filed this 
despatch with the Committee was well known by John 
Covode of Pennsylvania, and D. W. Gooch of Massa- 
chusetts, for both spoke of it when I handed it in, and 
Mr. Covode observed that he knew the fact, as he had 
heard it from several persons ; and yet both afterwards 
denied the existence of it, as may be seen by reference 
to the Daily Globe of 15th February, 1862, during a de- 
bate in Congress, when Mr. Blair of Missouri was cen- 
suring the General-in-chief for forcing the Battle of Bull 
Run, without having my army to join General McDow- 
ell's after it was known that Johnston had come down. 
Mr. Blair said : 

" I wish to state that it was well known to the General 
commanding the United States army, that General John- 
ston with his forces had eluded Patterson and was present at 
that fight at the beginning of it.' I want to state that it was 
well known by despatches from General Patterson himself, 
and that when this information came here, the President of 
the United States went to General Scott and protested against 
the army proceeding against Bull Run and Manassas, but 
General Scott insisted upon its being done. And that whole 
defeat of the American army there occurred with the fuU 
knowledge of this fact upon the part of the General in com- 
mand, and when they still insisted upon marching upon 
Manassas, they did it with the fall knowledge that Beaure- 
gard had been reinforced by Johnston, and against the protest 
of the President of the United States. That, sir, is the fact in 
reference to this matter. It is a fact that I stated in the 
special session of Congress. It was not denied then, it can- 
not be denied now. 

" Mr. Covode. Do I understand the gentleman to say that 
General Patterson had telegraphed General Scott that John- 
ston had eluded him ? 
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" Mr. Blair of Missouri. Yes, sir, on Friday or Saturday 
preceding the Battle of Bull Run. 

" Mr. Covode, Well, Mr. Speaker, I cannot explain the 
matter, but I simply say to the gentleman from Missouri, 
that he is mistaken. 

" Mr. Blair of Missouri. And the gentleman from Missouri 
says he is not mistaken. He knows as much in reference to 
this matter as the gentleman upon the Committee on the 
Conduct of the "War, and has as high authority for what he 
states as the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

" Mr. Covode. I say that General Patterson never tele- 
graphed any such thing to General Scott 

" Mr. Gooch. Do I understand the gentleman from Mis- 
souri to say that General Scott had the information from 
General Patterson that General Johnston had eluded him ? 

" Mr. Blair. Yes, sir, General Patterson. 

" Mr. Gooch. I think the gentleman from Missouri is mis- 
taken, and I would like to know on what authority he makes 
the statement. 

" Mr. Blair. I know the fact. I desire to be as particular 
as positive. I know that the President and General Scott' 
were advised of the fact by General Patterson himself. 

" Mr. Bingham. When ? 

" Mr. Blair. I have stated several tjmes. It was on Fri- 
day or Saturday previous to the battle. The President went 
to General Scott. I do not know whether he protested or 
not, but he suggested the propriety of waiting until General 
Patterson could be here with his forces, inasmuch as John- 
ston had eluded him. General Scott disregarded the wish 
and advice of the President on the subject. The military 
commander at that time, sin, brought upon us the disaster 
which befell our arms at Bull Run. 

" Mr. Gooch. I think it possible that the President of the 
United States might have been in possession of the infor- 
mation to which the gentleman from Missouri refers, but I 
think, I know that he did not receive the information from 
General Patterson in any way whatever. The fact may have 
been telegraphed to the papers in Philadelphia, and from 
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there may have been telegraphed here, but I do not think that 
General Patterson ever sent it to him or to anybody else in Wash- 
ington, 

" Mr. Covode. ... In regard to the telegraphic de- 
spatch from General Patterson. I have been astonished that 
the gentleman from Missouri has persisted so long in argu- 
ment with gentlemen on this floor, who had their hands tied, 
and were not in a position to answer him, when it was boldly 
asserted by them that that despatch was never sent by Gene- 
ral Patterson." 

Here is a series of assertions and contradictions. Mr. 
Blair, an independent member, anxious to vindicate the 
truth of history, asserts facts to the best of his knowledge, 

• and although not a member of the Committee, nor hav- 
ing seen the evidence or documents, yet, every word he 
utters is truth. 

Messrs. Covode and Gooch, partisan members of the 

■ Commiittee, with all the evidence and documents in their 
possession, positively assert that which was entirely false, 
in their extreme anxiety to make me the scapegoat. I 
had informed the Committee on the Conduct of the War,, 
Messrs. Covode and Gooch being members, and both 
present at the time (see Report, vol. ii, p. 97), that on 
the 20th July I telegraphed General Scott as follows : 

" With a portion of his force Johnston left Winchester by 
the road to Millwood on the afternoon of the 18th." 

It so chanced that one of my staff. Major Craig 
Biddle, was present in the House of ^.epresentatives at 
this debate. Major Biddle, knowing that I had so in- 
formed General Scott, and that the assertions of Covode 
and Gooch were untrue, telegraphed to me for a copy ot 

6 
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my telegram to General Scott, which on receipt he placed 
in the hands of Mr. Blair, who again brought the subject 
before the House. 

I quote from the Congressional Globe : 

" Mr. Blair of Missouri. ... In July last, or 1st of Au- 
gust, when I first spoke upon the subject in this House, for 
the purpose of putting that responsibihty where it belonged, I 
stated what I knew to be a fact, and reiterated that fact on 
Friday last, that the General in command of the army knew 
that General Johnston had eluded General Patterson, and 
left "Winchester to reinforce General Beauregard at Manas- 
sas. That is what I said, but it seemed that gentlemen upon 
the other side were so full of some secret they had got in 
committee, that they at once raised this side issue with me, 
as to whether General Patterson sent the despatch or not. 

" Mr. Gooch. K the gentleman will permit me to inter- 
rupt him, I desire to say that, so far as I am concerned, I 
desire to raise no side issue with him, so far as the main 
question is concerned, as to this information being received _ 
by the authorities here. I did, however, desire to correct 
the gentleman in reference to his statement that General 
Patterson furnished this information." 

(That is, Mr. Gooch was quite willing that Mr. Blair 
should say that the authorities were informed of the 
fact, but it would not answer their purpose to let it be 
known that General Patterson had given the informa- 
tion.) 

" Mr. Blair said: I believed at the time that this informa- 
tion came direct from General Patterson to the General in 
command here ; but that General Scott received the informa- 
tion there is no earthly doubt. Ifor is there any doubt that 
the President suggested to General Scott the propriety of 
waiting for General Patterson's army, in order to support the 
column of General McDowell. . I have no doubt of that fact, 
for I h^ve knowledge of it. It is of no importance whether 
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General Patterson sent the information or not, but it appears 
from the letter which I hold in my hand that I am correct, 
and that General Patterson did send a despatch to General 
Scott on the subject. I received the letter from a gentleman 
with whom I am very well acquainted, and I will read it for 
the information of the House : 

" Washinqton, February 16tli, 1862. 

" My dear Colonel : 

" I inclose a copy of a despatch which has been forwarded 
to me by General Patterson. It, as well as my own recol- 
lection, fully confirms the statement made by you in the 
House, that General Patterson on the 20th of July commu- 
nicated to the headquarters of the army at "Washington the 
intelligence that Johnston had, with a portion of his force, 
left "Winchester by the road to Millwood. This despatch 
was given in evidence before the Investigating Committee, 
as appears by its record. General Patterson's force at Mar- 
tinsburg was eighteen thousand two hundred men. 

" "Very sincerely yours, 

" Craig BiDDLE." 

(Despatch.) 
" Hbadqitaktbrs Depaetmbnt of Pennsylvania, 
Chablbstown, Vibginia, July 20, 1861. 

" "With a portion of his force, Johnston left "Winchester 
by the road to Millwood on the afternoon of the 18th. His 
whole force thirty-five thousand two hundred. 

" R. Patterson, 

" Major-General, Commanding. 
" Colonel B. D. Townsend, 

"Assistant Adjutant-General U. S. Army, 

"Washington,!). C." 

This debate gives a fair sample of the " reliable in- 
formation" which members of this Committee were 
enabled, by their position, to foist upon the public, and 
which not every one is so lucky as to be able to prove 
utterly mendacious by their own record, before the very 
body that appointed them. 
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No one acquainted with the country needs to be told 
that my movement from Martinsburg to Charlestown was 
in no respect a retreat or withdrawal from the enemy. 

When I arrived at Charlestown, and was about to 
advance from that point, the difficulties which I anti- 
cipated from the expiration of the time of service of the 
regiments under my command culminated. I have 
shown that my requisition on the Governor of Pennsyl- 
vania for three years' troops in May had been counter- 
manded. I, therefore, having none but three months' 
troops xmder my command, in my communications to 
the General-in-chief never failed to urge the danger of 
acting just as their terms of service were expiring. On 
the 20th of June I had used to General Scott [Report on 
the Conduct of the War, vol. ii, p. 126) the following em- 
phatic, and, I may say, prophetic language : 

"I beg to remind the General-in-chief that the period of 
service of nearly all the troops here will expire within a 
month, and that if we do not meet the enemy with them, we 
will be in no condition to do so for three months to come." 

Yet, with this fact perfectly well known, the attack 
on Manassas was delayed until the 21st of July. On 
the 16th, I had said (p. 132) : 

" I have to report that the term of service of a very large 
portion of this force will expire in a few days. From an 
undercurrent expression of feeling, I am confident that many 
will be inclined to lay down their arms the day their time 
expires. With such a feeling existing, any active operations 
towards Winchester cannot be thought of, until they are 
replaced by three years' men." 
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And on the 17th, 18th, and 19th, the same thing 
{Report, p. 92). 

What made the matter still worse, was an order, pub- 
lished at Washington, which had become known to the 
command, directing that all volunteers in service should 
be returned to their homes in time to be mustered out 
at the expiration of their term of service. This was in 
accordance with the law on the subject, but no reinforce- 
ments were sent me to replace the troops of which a 
literal compliance with this oi^der would have entirely 
stripped me. 

My time after this was employed in sending off the 
troops under my command, until, on the 25th of July, 
I was relieved by General Banks. 

This is a plain unexaggerated statement of the whole 
of my operations. 

I think that I have shown : 

" 1st. That I have always courted an investigation of any 
charge that could be made against me. 

" 2d. That my whole course was entirely approved by the 
officers attached to my column, whom I was instructed to 
consult. 

" 3d. That I complied with every order .issued to me. 

" 4th. That I kept Johnston from joining Beauregard, not 
only on the day I was directed to do so, but for five days 
afterwards. 

" 5th. That I was never informed that the battle had not 
been fought at the time indicated, Ijiough within reach of a 
telegraph, but on the contrary, the only despatch received 
convinced me that the battle had been fought. 

" 6th. That for the delay in fighting it I was in nowise 
responsible. 
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" 7tli. That the Greneral-in-chief, when I told him I was 
not strong enough, in my opinion, to attack Johnston, could 
have ordered me to do so, if he differed from me, as I told 
him all the circumstances, and asked, ' Shall I attack ?' 

" 8th. That I informed him that Johnston had gone to 
General Beauregard, and he himself, in his comments on 
my testimony (see page 241, vol. ii, Conduci of the War), 
admits that he knew it before delivering battle on the 21st 
of July." 

Of the testimony taken before the Committee on the 
Conduct of the War, relative to the operations of my 
column, it is unnecessary for me to make a minute 
examination. The documentary evidence and the best 
informed witnesses sustain me in all that I have here 
presented. Some of the witnesses were honest, well- 
meaning gentlemen, but acquainted neither with my 
orders, my force, the amount of my transportation, nor 
anything; which would enable them to form a fair judg- 
ment. Some were without any military knowledge or 
experience. To notice their strictures minutely would 
be tedious to the reader, and seems to be superfluous. 

These reflections do not apply to the remarks of Ge- 
neral Scott, which. I desire to notice with all the consi- 
deration to which anything coming from him is entitled. 
His statement, sent to the Committee, is as follows : 

"New Tobk, March 81, 1862. 

" On the statement of Major-General Patterson, submitted 
by him as evidence to the Honorable the Committee of the 
House of Eepresentatives on the Conduct of the War, I beg 
leave to remark : • , 

" 1. That his statement, one hundred and forty-eight long 
pages, closely and indistinctly written, has been before me 
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about forty-eiglit h-ours, including a Sunday when I was too 
mucli indisposed to woilc or to go to church ; that I cannot 
write or read at night nor at any time, except by short 
efforts, and that I have been entirely without help. 

" 2. That, consequently, I have read but little of the state- 
ment and voluminous documents appended, and have but 
about two hours left for comments on that little. 

" 3. The documents (mainly correspondence between G-e- 
neral Patterson and myself) are badly copied, being hardly 
intelligible in some places from the omission and change of 
words. 

" 4. General Patterson was never ordered by me, as he 
seems to allege, to attack the enemy without a probability 
of success ; but on several occasions he wrote as if he were 
assured of victory. For example : June 12th, he says he is 
* resolved to conquer, and will risk nothing;' and July 4th, 
expecting supplies the next day, he adds, as soon as they 
' arrive I shall advance to Winchester, to drive the enemy 
from that place.' Accordingly he issued orders for that 
movement on the 8th, next called a council of war, and stood 
fast at Martinsburg. 

" 5. But although General Patterson was never specifically 
ordered to attack the enemy, he was certainly told, and ex- 
pected, even if with inferior numbers, to hold the rebel army 
in his front on the alert, and to prevent it from reinforcing 
Manassas Junction, by means of threatening manoeuvres 
and demonstrations, results often obtained in war with half 
numbers. 

" 6. After a time. General Patterson moved upon Bunker 
Hill, and then fell off upon Charlestown, whence he seems 
to have made no other demonstration that did not look hke a 
retreat out of Virginia. From that movement Johnston was 
at liberty to join Beauregard with any part of the army of 
"Winchester. 

" 7. General Patterson alludes, with feeling, to my recall 
from him, back to Washington, after the enemy had evacu- 
ated Harper's Ferry, of certain troops sent to enable him to 
take that place, but the recall was necessary to prevent the 
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Uovernment and capital from falling into the enemy's hands. 
Hie inactivity, however, from that cause need not have been 
more than temporary, for he was soon reinforced up to, at 
least, the enemy's maximum number in the Winchester 
valley, without leading to a battle, or even a reconnoissance 
in force. 

" 8. He also often called for batteries and rifled cannon 
beyond our capacity' to supply at the moment, and so in 
respect to regular troops, one or more reginients. He might 
as well have asked for a brigade of elephants. Till some 
time afterwards, we had for the defence of the Government 
and its capital but a few companies of regular foot and 
horse, and not half the number of troops, including all de- 
scriptions, if the enemy had chosen to attack us. 

" 9. As connected with this subject, I hope I may be per- 
mitted to notice the charge made against me on the floor of 
Congress, that I did not stop Brigadier-G-eneral McDowell's 
movement upon Manassas Junction, after I had been in- 
formed of the reinforcement sent thither from Winchester, 
though urged to do so by one or more members of the 
Cabinet. 

" E"ow, it was, at the reception of that news, too late to 
call off the troops from the attack, and, besides, though 
opposed to the movement at first, we had all become ani- 
mated and sanguine of success ; and it is not true that I was 
urged by anybody in authority to stop the attack, which was 
commenced as early, I think, as the 18th of July. 

" 10. I have but time to say that, among the disadvantages 
under which I have been writing are these : I have not had 
within reach one of my own papers, and not an ofiicer who 
was with me at the period in question. 

" Respectfully submitted to the Committee. 

"WiNFiBLD Scott. 

"New York, March 31, 1862." 

General Scott's infirmities, thus detailed by himself, 
entitle him to the most sincere sympathy. His admis- 
sion that he has been able to read but little of the 
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"documents (mainly correspondence between General 
Patterson and myself)," while it detracts very much 
from his comments upon them, is certainly creditable to 
his frankness. If too numerous to read, they must surely 
be too numerous to remember, especially by one who, 
at the time they were written or received, was occupied 
in the direction of other important military operations. 

The General admits that I was "never ordered to 
attack without a probability of success." 

In fact I was never ordered to attach at all, and as I 
did not see a probability of success, nor did any of the 
of&cers he had attached to my command and instructed 
me to consult, I claim that I was right not to attack the 
enemy's intrenched position at Winchester. 

Every despatch I ever received impressed upon me, 
not the necessity of striking a blow, or making a bold 
dash upon the enemy, but the exercise of the greatest 
caution ; to risk nothing, and never to give battle with- 
out a well-ascertained superiority. All felt that the 
first blow should be a decisive one, and that any success 
by the rebels would prove, as it did, an encouragement 
to years of. resistance. After actually issuing the order 
for an attack on "Winchester, I yielded reluctantly to 
the belief of my inability to do what I hoped, on the 
clearest evidence, and upon the judgment of those en- 
titled to be consulted. 

I did, with greatly inferior numbers, "hold the rebel 
army in my front on the alert," and I did prevent it 
from reinforcing Manassas Junction, by means of threat- 
ening manoeuvres and demonstrations "as ordered by 
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my military superior," not only on the day General 
Scott desired me to do so,, but for five days afterwards. 
That no advantage was taken of this was not my fault. 
That the Gener^l-in-chief should cast any reflection upon 
the movement to Charlestown, is certainly singular, as 
he had himself ordered me to go there {ante, p. 68), 
and I had told him the precise day I was going and the 
route, via Bunker Hill, which I should take {ante, p. 70) . 
After my arrival in Charlestown the expiration of the 
term of service of most of my troops prevented any 
further demonstration. The fact that they would not 
in any niimber remain beyond their term of service at 
my request, created remark at the time, but as every 
commander who has since tried the experiment, has met 
with similar experience, I do not deem it necessary to 
give any of the details of my efforts to detain them. 

I regretted the recall of certain troops, just as I was 
partially across the Potomac, as it left me entirely with- 
out artillery. If it was necessary to paralyze my force 
to save Washington, I have no complaint to make. But 
after it was done, I do object to being blamed for the 
temporary delay occasioned by it. 

I did subsequently move, two days after receiving a 
single battery of six guns, and crossed the Potomac with 
less than 11,000 men, in the face of a force proved by 
the ofl&cial report of General Johnston to be greatly my 
superior, and having, according to my information, 24 
pieces of artillery. 

Whether batteries and cannon could or could not be 
supplied me, I shall not discuss. As my adversary had, 
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as he admits, at least 16 pieces of field artillery, together 
with heavy siege guns, I think no one will blame me 
for my attempts, ineffectual though they were, to obtain 
some additions to my six. My siege train when near 
Winchester consisted of one 30-pounder, one 24-pounder, 
and an old eight-inch howitzer. 

General Scott scorns to avail himself of the misstate- 
ments of the Committee, but frankly admits that he 
received the intelligence of Johnston's approach, but 
determined to fight the battle of Bull Run in spite of 
it. How absurd is it then to attribute the disaster of 
that day to the unexpected arrival of Johnston. It was 
known, but evidently deemed of small moment ; so great 
was the confidence at Washington, that they would not 
wait until I could come up. They deemed, and public 
opinion supported them in it, that their force was per- 
fectly irresistible against everything that the rebels could 
oppose to it. To use General Scott's own words : 

" Though opposed to the movement at first, we had 
all become animated and sanguine of success." 

I did not write to General Scott " as if assured of 
victory," though repeatedly declaring my readiness to 
assault Winchester if ordered by him to do so. I said 
nothing in my reports to foster the too sanguine ex- 
pectation of success which precipitated the attack of 
McDowell, while from my position it was impossible for 
me to co-operate with him. That my estimate of the 
difficulties of an advance in the Shenandoah Valley, 
with the three months' volunteers, was not exaggerated, 
sufficiently appears from the ill success that has since 
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attended the movements, in that direction, of more ex- 
perienced troops, successively commanded by Generals 
Stone, Fremont, Banks, Miles, Milroy, Sigel, Wallace, 
and Hunter. The first successful campaign there since 
I relinquished the command was made very recently, by 
General Sheridan, at the head of a veteran army, after 
first meeting serious reverses. 

General Scott, in his recent Autobiography, has added 
nothing to his criticisms on this campaign, farther than 
to say, in speaking of the attack on Vera Cruz : 

" Several Generals and Colonels, among them Major-Gene- 
ral Patterson, an excellent second in command, notwith- 
standing his failure as chief on the Shenandoah in 1861, 
solicited the privilege of leading storming parties." 

While I am duly grateful for this compliment to my 
services in Mexico, I must protest against the assertion 
that I acted "as Chief on the Shenandoah in 1861." I 
was a subordiuate, without knowing the plan of my prin- 
cipal. I was ordered to co-operate in a movement which 
was not — and I was not informed, of its postponement — 
made at the time indicated. When I was in a condition 
to move into Virginia, and had actually crossed the Po- 
tomac, I was ordered back, and told " to keep within my 
limits, untU I could satisfy the General-in-chief I ought 
to go beyond them." When I presented my plan to go 
to Leesburg, it was disapproved. When I asked for in- 
structions, they were not given. My movements were 
regulated by telegraphic despatches, received from day 
to day and hour to hour, and I never was invested with 



IN THE VALLEY OF THE SHENANDOAH. 93 

the dignity of "Chief," until it became expedient to 
make me responsible for the failure of the campaign. 

It will appear by an examination of the testimony be- 
fore the Committee on the Conduct of the War, that the 
arrival of General Johnston at Manassas was one of the 
very least of the causes of General McDowell's defeat. 

In answer to questions put by the Committee, the 
following evidence was given. 

General J. B. Richardson : 

" I moved back to see what had become of the ISTew York 
12th, on the left. It had probably taken as much as twenty 
minutes to go through with this formation. I found, on 
arriving at the left, parts of two companies of the If ew York 
12th, about sixty men altogether, retreating outside of the 
woods, carrying along a few wounded. I asked what the 
matter was and where they were going. They said the 
regiment was all killed, and they were falling back;, the 
regiment had fallen back, those that were not killed. Says 
I, ' What are you running for ? there is no enemy here. I 
cannot see anybody at all. Where is your Colonel ?' They 
knew nothing about it. The men knew nothing about any 
of their officers. I could not find any officers with the men 
at all, I believe. 

" Question. Why was it concluded to fight that battle on 
Sunday, without any knowledge of where Patterson and 
his men were, and of the position of Johnston ? Did you 
know at the time where they were ? I will ask that first. 

"Answer. Yes, sir. I knew General Johnston was on 
our right before we moved from there at all." 

General Richardson further says that if he had cap- 
tured certain batteries on Thursday night, which he 
could have done, there would have been no serious fight; 
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that reinforcements from Richmond under General 
Davis, and from Winchester under General Johnston, 
came during Friday and Saturday nights, and he gives 
very clear reasons for the defeat at Bull Run. He 



" There is another thing I would like to say. From what 
we have learned since, the enemy handled every reserve 
they had, whereas our reserves were not handled at all. The 
three brigades of reserves, Blenker's, Davis's, and mine, 
that were on the field that day, and Runjon's reserve, which 
was at Fairfax Station, six miles off, I believe, and not han- 
dled at all, make 24,000 who were useless, whereas the enemy 
handled all their reserves. This is nothing new. I said the 
same that night." 

General Richardson adds : 

" We marched 50,000 men and 49 pieces of artillery, of 
which we saved 35 pieces." 

Major-General Heintzelman attributes the loss of the 
battle to the delay in bringing it on, and to improper 
disposition of the troops. Tyler's division, having but 
the shortest distance to go, was ordered to move first. 
Hunter's, which had the longest distance to go, followed 
Tyler's ; and Heintzelman says : 

" I think if we had reversed it, let Hunter go first, then 
let me follow him, and then Tyler follow me, that delay at 
Centreville would not have occurred. 

" Question to General Heintzelman. What in your opinion 
really led to the disaster of that day ? 

"Answer. It is hard to tell. There were a number of 
causes. In the first place, the delay of Friday and Saturday 
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at Centreville was an efficient cause. Another cause was 
the three hours lost at Centreville on Sunday morning." 

Major-General Franklin : 

" Question by the Chairman. I have always wondered 
that the battle was fought then, when it was, after it was 
understood in the army that Johnston had come down, con- 
trary to the expectation which was entertained, that Patter- 
son would hold him in check. 

" Answer. I will tell you what suggested itself to me, 
when I got to Bull Run, and that is : we ought to have en- 
camped at the fine hills there, and waited there overnight, 
and got up early in the morning, when we could have whip- 
ped them. 

" Question by the Chairman. It has always seemed to me 
that, when you knew that Johnston had come down, you 
should have got twenty-five thousand men from here, and 
as many more, perhaps, from Fortress Monroe, and then you 
would have had the thing sure. I always wondered why 
that was not done when Patterson had not held Johnston in 
check, as it was understood he would do. 

"The witness. Patterson's officers give a very good ac- 
count of him. He knew nothing about what the army was 
to do. He supposed the battle had come off on Tuesday, 
and knew nothing about what was really doing. 

" The Chairman. It strikes me that it was a -great fault 
that so important a circumstance was not understood before 
the battle was begun. 

" The witness. I think that if we had stopped at Sudley's 
stream they would have fought us in the morning, but we 
would have fought them on our own ground, and would 
have whipped them. 

" The Chairman. They would then have lost the benefit 
of all their batteries. I have always wondered at you going 
into that fight there, when you should really have got rein- 
forcements of twenty to thirty thousand more men. 

" The witness. I think it would have been an advisable 
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plan to have stopped there at Bull Run. We would probably 
have had to fight about the same time, but then we should 
have fought on our own ground, and should have had a 
better position than they could have got. We could have 
got a beautiful position." 



From the testimony of General Wadsworth : 

" Question. What is your opinion as to the result of that 
battle, had the provisions and transportation been brought 
up on Thursday, and the battle fought on Friday morning, 
instead of Sunday ? 

" Answer. We would have walked over the field. John- 
ston is regarded by our officers as much superior to Beau- 
regard; as much the ablest oflicer in this army. All the 
reports show that he had a great deal to do with the dispo- 
sition of the enemy on that day." 



General Henry W. Slooum : 

" Question by Mr. Odell. You were in Hunter's division 
and rested at Centreville, did you not ? 

" Answer. Yes, sir. 

" Question. Do you remember why it was you rested there 
an hour or an hour and a half on Sunday morning ? 

"Answer. I never understood that. I understood that 
there was some confusion among the troops ahead of us ; 
somebody in the way, I understood. It was a very unfor- 
tunate resting spell. 

" Question by Mr. Chandler. But for that you would 
have won the day ? 

" Answer. Yes, sir, I think so." 

General W^Jliam F. Barry : 

" Question. Can you state to us what led to the rout of 
our army on the field that day ? 
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" Answer. I think the principal cause was the uninstructed 
state of our troops. The troops were raw, many of the 
officers were indolent, and they did not behave themselves 
as they should have done on that day." 

Further on, General Barry says : 

"It was impossible to rally the Eleventh regiment, the 
Fire Zouaves. I rode in among them, and implored them 
to stand. I told them the guns would never be captured if 
they would only stand, but they seemed paralyzed ; standing 
with their eyes and mouths wide open, and did not seem to 
hear me. I then reminded them of all the oaths they had 
sworn at Alexandria, after the death of Ellsworth, and that 
that was the best chance they would ever have for vengeance, 
but they paid no attention to what I said at all. 

" Question. So far as the whole fight was concerned, the 
enemy had infinitely the advantage of our troops in position ? 

" Answer. Yes, sir, the ground was of their own selecting. 
I think if the battle had been fought at the hour, it was 
expected to be fought, at SJ or 8^ o'clock in the morning, 
we would have won it. There was a loss of three hours 
then, which I think had a very important effect on the suc- 
cess of the day. It enabled their fresh troops to get up ; 
it prevented our turning their flank so completely as we 
would have done by surprise, for when our column halted 
the enemy discovered the direction we were going to take, 
and prepared for it ; and, worse than that, the halting, the 
standing still, fatigued the men as much, if not more, than 
by marching that time. 

" Question. So that our men were really very much ex- 
hausted when they went into the field ? 

" Answer. Yes, sir. 

" Question. But if the battle had been fought three or 
four hours earlier, then Johnston's reserves would not have 
been up in time ? 

" Answer. I think the fate of that day would have been, 
decided before they got upon the ground. I look upon that 
delay as the most unfortunate thing that happened. The 

7 
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troops that ought to have been out of the way were in the 
way before we could get to the turning-off point of the road." 

General E. D. Keyes : 

" Question by the Chairman. To what do you attribute 
the disaster of the day ? 

" Answer. To the want often thousand more troops. That 
is, I think if we had ten thousand more troops than we had 
to go into action, say at eleven o'clock in the morning, we 
should certainly have beaten them. I followed along down 
the stream, and Sherman's battery diverged from me, so 
that it left a wide gap between us, and ten thousand men 
could have come in between me and Sherman, which was 
the weak point in our line, &c. 

" Question by the Chairman. Had it been known that 
Patterson had not detained Johnston, would it not have been 
imprudent to hazard a battle then anyhow ? 

" Answer. If it had been known that the thirty to forty 
thousand men that Johnston was said to have had, would 
have been upon us, it would have been impolitic to have 
made the attack on Sunday. 

" Question by the Chairman. Even after the disaster, what 
prevented your making a stand at Centreville, and sending 
for reinforcements and renewing the fight there ? 

" Answer. I was not the Commander-in-chief. 

" Question by the Chairman. Was there not a strong bri- 
gade on Centreville Heights that had not been in the en- 
gagement at all that day ? 

" Answer. There was a division there, — three brigades." 

General John G. Barnard, chief engineer to General 
McDowell : 

" Question by Chairman. Without going minutely into 
the matter, will you state concisely to what you attribute the 
disaster to our army in that battle ? 

" Answer, 'One of the influential causes was, I think, the 
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loss of time in getting underway the morning of the fight. 
The fact the repulse turned into a disastrous defeat, I at- 
tribute to the fact that our troops were all raw. General 
McDowell had not even time to see all his troops. They 
were brigaded only for the march, and put under officers 
whom the troops had not time to know, and who had no 
time to know the troops, &c. 

" Question by the Chairman. You attribute the first bad 
phase of that battle to the fact that our troops did not get 
on the ground in time ? 

" Answer. Yes, sir. I think one hour's difference would 
have gained the battle. We had almost gained it as it was. 

" Question. What caused that delay ? 

" Answer. There were two causes, distinct from each 
other. One was, that in the plan of the attack. General 
Tyler's division was to move first, &e. The second was, 
the much longer time it took for the column of Hunter to get 
around Sudley's Ford than we calculated for," &c. 

Captain (now General) Charles Griffin : 

In answer to the question of the Chairman, " Will 
you please inform us what, according to your best judg- 
ment, led to the disaster of that day?" replies at length, 
and gives as reason, that his battery, also the battery 
of Captain Ricketts, were put entirely too far in advance, 
in a wrong position and without an adequate support, 
with only the New York Fire Zouaves; that he took 
the position he was ordered to, against his judgment, 
saying, the Zouaves would not support him ; saying, " I 
will go, but mark my words, they will not support us," 
and that when the firing began, the supports " broke 
and run," and the batteries were lost. 

• 
" Question by the Chairman. You say if your battery and 
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Eicketts' liad been properly supported, it could not have been 
taken ? 

" Answer. If those eleven guns had been properly sup- 
ported, I think the day would have been different, and 1 
thiak that if we had not been moved on that point, and the 
Captains of the batteries had been allowed to exercise their 
own judgment, the day would have resulted differently. 

" Question. "Was it not necessary, in your advanced posi- 
tion,, that you should have had the largest requisite number 
to support you ? 

" Answer. Yes, sir. In the first place, a battery should 
never have been sent forward to reconnoitre. That is a 
military mistake ; of course I am only a Captain, and a great 
many would censure me for saying this, but it is so. It was 
the duty of the infantry to have gone forward and found out 
what the enemy were doing, and not to have sent the bat- 
tery forward to find that out." 



Further on he says (p. 174) : 

" My last words were, ' These Fire Zouaves will never 
support me,' 

" Question. Why did you think that ? 

" Answer. I had seen them on the field in a state of dis- 
organization, and I did not think they had the moral courage 
to fight. I do not think that any troops that will go through 
the country in a disorganized state, thieving and robbing, 
are brave men. I had no support all day long, with the 
exception that the I^Tew York 14th came to me when I was 
in my second or third position. An officer said, ' I have been 
ordered here to support you ; where shall I go V He went 
to a fence in rear of the batteries. I said, ' Don't go in 
rear of us, for you will stand a chance of being hit. If their 
batteries fire at me and don't hit me, it will pass over me 
and hit you.' They then went to one side, and when I saw 
them again they were falling back, every man for himself, 
about five hundred yards from me. That was the last I saw 
of that regiment that day, 
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" Question. Yflu consider one of the errors, the serious 
error of the day, was the fact that the artillery was not pro- 
perly supported by the infantry ? 

" Answer. Undoubtedly. I consider that the first great 
error that was committed that day was the sending these 
batteries forward without support. 

" Question. These two errors you think led to the first and 
most important repulse of the day ? 

" Answer. I think these two errors led to the first and 
the repulse of the day." 

Colonel Thomas A. Davies : 

" Question. What led to the final defeat, as near as you 
could ascertain on the ground ? . 

" Answer. I can tell you what I think is the cause of the 
whole defeat of that day. The troops were raw ; the men 
had been accustomed to look to their Colonels as the only 
men to give them commands. They had never been taught 
the succession of officers, &c., &c. The officers did not them- 
selves know what to do. They were themselves raw and 
green, &c., &c. That I think was the cause of many of the 
regiments returning from the field, not from any cowardice 
or fear of fighting, but because, having lost their Colonels, 
they supposed they were out of the b9,ttle. I consider that 
the great cause of our army being put in rout on the right 
wing. 

" Question. "What would have been the effect had you 
waited there at Centreville Heights, and rested your men a 
day or two, seeing that Johnston was down there, until Pat- 
terson's army had followed him there, and been ordered to 
turn their left ? 

" Answer. We should, undoubtedly, have won the battle. 

" Question. Would you have had any difficulty in rallying 
your whole forces and holding your position on Centreville 
Heights, while you sent for Patterson, or for reinforcements 
from here and Fortress Monroe? Would you not have 
worsted the enemy in that way ? 
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" Answer. "We never should Lave been compelled to leave 
the place, with what troops I had under my command. I 
could have held my position there with the troops 1 had, 
which were, my brigade, Richardson's brigade, Blenker's 
brigade, and some batteries. 

"Question. Was it not a terrible military blunder to come 
back to "Washington in disorder ? 

" Answer. That is putting it rather strong. I should not 
like to say it was a military blunder. 

" Question. "Well, it was a mistake then ? 

" Answer. I think this : that we could have held our 
position there. There is no doubt about that. 

" Question. Then you ought to have held it, ought you 
not? 

" Answer. That is a matter I am not responsible for, &c. 

" Question. "Would it not have been easier to have de- 
fended "Washington on Centreville Heights than to have 
come pellmell'here to do it? 

" Answer. I can answer that very readily. I think it 
would. There is no doubt about that." 

General Daniel Tyler : 

" Question by Chairman. Please give a brief and concise 
statement of what you saw there, and how the battle was 
conducted, &c., &c. Do this without questioning at first. 
I want to get particularly what, in your judgment, caused 
the disaster on that day. - 

" Answer. The first great trouble was the want of disci- 
pline and instruction in the troops. The troops needed that 
regimental and brigade instruction which would have en- 
abled them to act together in masses to advantage. 

" Question. "Were there any more proximate causes than 
that? 

" Answer. There was a great want of instruction and pro- 
fessional knowledge among the officers, — the company and 
regimental officers. 

" Question. "Why did you move first, as you were to move 
the shortest distance on the road ? 
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" Answer. That was the order of march by General Mc- 
Dowell." 

General Andrew Porter was asked the following 
leading question : 

" Had Patterson detained Johnston in the valley of Win- 
chester, so that no reinforcements would have been brought 
down by Johnston to Beauregard, what, in your opinion, 
would have been the result of that battle ? 

" Answer. Well, it might have ended one way or the 
other. Our troops could not stand the attacking of the 
enemy ; they were played out quite early. The men were 
exhausted ; somehow or other, they seemed to have no heart 
in the matter. The officers were more to blame than the 
men," &c., &c. 

General William W. Averill : 

" Question. What, in your judgment, caused the disaster 
of that day ? 

" Answer. They commenced, I presume, almost from the 
time we started from Arlington, from the other side of the 
river. There were a great many causes that combined to 
lose the day to us. The most apparent cause, however, at 
the time we first felt we were beaten, that we had to retire, 
and that we had felt for- some time beforehand, was the 
want of concentration of the troops; the feeling that we 
ought to have had more men in action at one time. 

" Question. The want of concentration in the field ? 

" Answer. Yes, sir. We crossed the Run with eighteen 
thousand men. I do not believe there were over six or eight 
thousand actually engaged at any one time. 

" Question. Was not the nature of the battle-field such, 
that it was exceedingly difficult to bring a large body of 
men into action at any one time ? 

" Answer. I think it. was about as fine a battle-field as 
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you could find between here and. Richmond. I have no 
idea there was any better. 

" Question. Was the field favorable for the movements 
and mancEuvring of large bodies of men ? 

" Answer. One or two divisions of the size we had there 
could have manoeuvred very well." 

Further on, General Averill says (p. 214) : 

" There was the want of a headquarters somewhere on the 
field. All the stafi" officers who knew anything about the 
position of the enemy, had to act without orders." 

Greneral Ricketts : 

" Question. "Was it good generalship to order you to ad- 
vance with your battery without more support than you had ? 

" Answer. Do you mean the one regiment ? 

" Question. Yes, sir, the Fire Zouaves you speak of. 

" Answer. Ifo, sir, I do not think it was, &c., &c. 

" Question. Suppose that battle could have been fought 
two weeks before it was fought, what would have been the 
result ? 

" Answer. I believe if we had fought it even two days 
before, we would have walked over the field. 

" Question. As a military man, to what circumstances do 
you attribute our disaster on that day ? 

" Answer. I impute it to the want of proper officers 
among the volunteers. 

" Question. Do you mean the Colonels and Grenerals ? 

" Answer. I mean throughout. I cannot say particular 
Colonels and particular Captains, because many of them 
were excellent. But, as a general rule, many of the officers 
were inferior to the men themselves," &c. 

These extracts from the testimony of fourteen general 
officers, out of eighteen examined, nearly all of them 
experienced and distinguished in the service, show that 
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there was no difficulty whatever in ascertaining the true 
cause of defeat at Bull Run. Each gave his opinion as 
to what caused the defeat on that day, all going to show 
conclusively that the defeat was attributable to the fol- 
lowing causes : 

1st. The failure of General McDowell to attack Ma- 
nassas, as he could have done, before the 21st of July, 
prior to the arrival of the enemy's reinforcements, in- 
stead of on that day, after they had arrived, 

2d. The_ delay of the whole army for several hours 
on the 21st of July. 

3d. The throwing of two of our batteries to the front, 
beyond support, thus causing their capture. 

4th. The failure to have within supporting distance, 
and to bring into action at the critical moment, the 
ample reserves of that army, which were more than 
double the number of my entire command. 

5th. The want of discipline in the troops. 

In the face of this testimony, the Committee assert in 
their report : 

" That the principal cause of the defeat on that day was, 
the failure of General Patterson to hold the forces of John- 
ston in the Valley of the Shenandoah." 

Had the arrival of Johnston, five days after the time 
I was directed to hold him, had the effect attributed to 
it, common fairness should have induced the Committee 
to say, not that it was my failure to hold Johnston, but 
that it was the delay in fighting the battle of Bull Run 
that was the principal cause of the defeat of General 
McDowell. 
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I have thus thrown together, as concisely as I could, 
the facts bearing on my case. It has been necessary to 
refer to many documents and papers, the perusal of 
which will be tedious, and even when read, not so satis- 
factory to the unmilitary reader as the opinion upon 
them by competent and intelligent officers. The pre- 
sent Major-General George H. Thomas, whose reputa- 
tion as a soldier and a man is second to none, and who 
served under me during my whole campaign, in a letter 
received a few months ago, after an experience of three 
years of most arduous service, thus writes : 

" HeADQTJAKTEBS DePABTMBNT 01' THE CtrMBEBLAUD, 

Befoee Atlanta, G-a., Aug. 8tli, 1864. 
" My dear General : 

" Your favor of the 16th July, was only received a few 
days since, owing doubtless to the irregularities of the mails 
to the front. In the council of war at Martinsburg, I in sub- 
stance advised an advance towards Winchester, at least as 
far as Bunker Hill, and if your information, after the army 
reached Bunker Hill, led you to believe that Johnston still 
occupied Winchester in force, then to shift our troops over 
to Charlestown, as that move would place our communica- 
tions with our depot of supplies in safety, and still threaten 
and hold Johnston at Winchester, which I understand was 
all that you were expected or required to do. I should have 
advised a direct advance on Winchester, but for the charac- 
ter of the troops composing your army. They were all, with 
the exception of a couple of squadrons of the Second U. S. 
Cavalry and two batteries of regular artillery, three months' 
men, and their term of service would expire in a few days. 
Judging of them as of other volunteer troops, had I been 
their commander, I should not have been willing to risk 
them in a heavy battle, coming off within a few days of the 
expiration of their service. 
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" I have always believed, and have frequently so expressed 
myself, that your management of the three months' cam- 
paign was able and judicious, and was to the best interests 
of the service, considering the means at your disposal, and 
the nature of the troops under your command. 

" "With much respect and esteem, I remain, General, 
" Very sincerely and truly yours, 

" George H. Thomas, 

" Majo^-G^ene^al U. S. V. 

" MaJOK-GBNBKAL EoBBRT PATTERSOlf, 

"Philadelphia, Pa." 



I also take great pride in presenting other testimonials, 
from officers who were familiar with the events as they 
occurred : 

Letter from Major-General W. H. Keim : 

" Sukveyob-Gbneral's Obpice, Stats op Pennsylvania, 
Hakkisbitrg, Pa., Nov. 22dj 1861. 

" Mt dear General : 

" I read your vindication of the campaign in Virginia, de- 
livered at the First Troop festival, and believe it places 
your action in the proper light, and enlightens the public 
upon a sulyect which is little known to the people. I know 
that you had the advice and support of the regular army 
officers, as well as those of the volunteer service. The diffi- 
culties under which we labored, of men called out for three 
months, a serious evil ; the short supplies of transportation, 
and the difficulty to keep up the subsistence, are not known 
to the army at this matured state of affairs, and can hardly 
be fully appreciated by any persons not connected with mili- 
tary movements on a large scale. I had the pleasure of an 
interview with the President a few weeks since, when, in 
speaking of my connection with your column, I took occa- 
siqn to speak freely of the injustice done to you and your 
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command, enumerated the trials and obstacles thrown in our 
way, and the folly of attacking an intrenched force with 
equal or inferior forces. I have no doubt time will vindi- 
cate and do justice to all. 

"Yours, very truly, 

" "W. H. Kbim. 

" Majob-Gbneral Patterson." 



Letter from Colonel Richard A. Oakford : 

" ScRANTON, December 4th, 1861. 

" Majok-General R. Pattbbson. 

" Dear Sik : By reason of a lame hand, I have been unable 
for some time past to use my pen ; with the returning use of 
my hand, I cannot resist the desire to express my gratifica- 
tion that you have (at the supper of the First City Troop), 
seen a suitable time to defend yourself in part, against the 
false and unjust charges made against your strategy in Vir- 
ginia. 

" Living as I do in a part of Pennsylvania which is from 
circumstances closely connected with If ew York, and draw- 
ing most of its newspaper opinions; from that city, I have 
found it diiEcult to disabuse the minds of my neighbors, of 
the false opinions they had received through the New York 
press. 

" Your speech has had a good effect. I hope you will, 
when a fitting time arrives, pubhsh all the orders, &c., con- 
nected with the movements of your corps d'armie, feel- 
ing well assured that when the public are aware of all the 
facts, that you will not only be exculpated from all censure, 
but that all your moves will be not only approved, but ap- 
plauded. 

" "With best wishes, yours truly, 

" Richard A. Oakford, 

" Late Colonel, Commanding 15th Reg't P. "V." 
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From Major-General James S. Negley. 

" Hkadqtjaetbrs Neglbt's Briqacb, 

Camp Netin, November 24:th, 1861. 

" Majob-Gbnbral Egbert Patterson, 

" Philadelphia. 

" Dear General : I read your speech at the Continental 
"with much pleasure. While I deeply regretted the necessity 
of an old officer and well-tried friend of the Union having to 
vindicate his honor and patriotism at a festive board, I hope 
your words have reached the ears of an impartial public, 
who will now be willing to do you justice. I think there is 
no longer a necessity to blame the weak to shelter the strong. 

" My staff join me in offering you their congratulations, 
and sincere wishes for your good health and continued pros- 
perity, and assure you that you still have our friendship as 
warmly as when on the banks of" the Potomac, and only re- 
gret that you are not with us. 

" I have the honor to remain yours, very truly, 

" James S. Ij^eglet." 

Also a letter from Colonel (now General) George H. 
Gordon, formerly of the Eegular army : 

" Hbadqtjartbks Second Massachttsbtts Kbgimbnt, 
Feedbrick, Md., December 22d, 1861. 

" General Egbert Patterson, 

"Philadelphia. 
" My dear Sir : Your letter of the 20th inst. reached me 
yesterday. It is with pleasure I reply. Tou are aware there 
are many facts known to me only as common rumor, in 
relation to your movement from Martinsburg to Bunker Hill, 
thence to Harper's Ferry, Virginia, such as the actual infor- 
mation you received as to when General McDowell was to 
give battle, and from whom you received it, also as to the 
number of the rebels at Winchester, their armament, defen- 
sive works, &c. Of these subjects, so vital in forming an exact 
conclusion, I have, as said before, no information but general 
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rumor. I believe the rebels have never given us either their 
number at "Winchester, the number or calibre of their artil- 
lery, or the nature and extent of their fortifications ; if they 
have, I think you can accept their statements as conclusive. 
If it agrees with or is larger than your estimate at Bunker 
Hill, to have attacked Winchester with the force and arma- 
ment you had would, in my judgrdent, have been bad general- 
ship, would have been followed by certain defeat, with 
terrible loss of life. I again have to regret that the few days 
intervening between my arrival at Martinsburg, Virginia, 
where I joined your column, and the day you marched to- 
wards Winchester, did not give me an opportunity of better 
informing myself of the number and" nature of the troops 
under your command. I joined you on Thursday, the 
11th day of July, 1861, and marched as one regiment of 
your column on the Monday following, the 15th. From 
my own observation, and from what was told me by officers 
generally, I believed your force to consist almost entirely of 
those whose time, in a large majority of the regiments, was 
about expiring. I also believed, from what I heard, that 
my own was the only three years' regiment under your 
command. Much of your force, indeed I can except few 
regiments, I found more in rags than uniforms, and quite 
indifferent to discipline ; some regiments appeared more 
like mobs than soldiers. As to the numbers of your column, 
I had been led to believe that it varied from thirty to forty 
thousand, but was astonished to learn from your Adjutant- 
General, now General Porter, commanding a division in the 
Army of the Potomac, that you had less than twenty thou- 
sand men under your command. When we left Martins- 
burg en route to Winchester, it was the prevailing opinion 
among all officers of rank that you had been informed Mc- 
Dowell would engage the rebels near Manassas on the 15th 
or 16th of July at farthest. For one, I placed implicit 
confidence in the report. 

" On Monday night your whole column reached Bunker 
Hill, my regiment encamping on ground vacated that after- 
noon by the rebels, their fires still smoking, and evidences 
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of their hasty retreat apparent. We were but a few miles 
from Winchester ; the road thence was obstructed by logs ; 
rebel pickets thrown out almost within sight and sound of 
our own. Here we remained .until Wednesday morning, 
the 17th of July. 

" At this time, from general rumor and from information 
received, I had no doubt of three facts : first, that a battle 
near Manassas had been fought by McDowell ; second, that 
we had held the rebel leader at Winchester, Jo. Johnston, 
in check, and thus prevented his uniting his forces to those 
under the rebel Beauregard ; third, that the rebels at Win- 
chester numbered between thirty and forty thousand, sup- 
ported by thirty or forty pieces of heavy siege artillery, and 
well posted behind strong fortifications. Then there seemed 
nothing more for your column to do but to establish itself 
on a different base-line than that from Williamsport to Mar- 
tinsburg. A road over which supplies must be hauled by 
wagons from Hagerstown, Maryland, to Martinsburg, Vir- 
ginia, thence by some mode of conveyance to any other 
portion of Virginia southward, is certainly not preferable to 
one which conveys all the way by rail, both in the loyal and 
rebel portion of the country. If we could establish ourselves 
at Harper's Ferry, to operate in the Shenandoah Valley and 
southward, between the Blue Ridge and the Potomac, there 
can be but one opinion of its military propriety, when it is 
known that the rebels had evacuated all the region north of 
Winchester, and that opinion must be favorable to you. 

" You thus, on Wednesday, the 18th of July, moved 
your column, of less than twenty thousand, with all its en- 
cumbering wagon train, by fiank, around Winchester, reach- 
ing Charlestown, Virginia, on the hne of rail from Harper's 
Ferry to Winchester, Virginia, late in the afternoon of the 
same day. None, doubted that we were risking much in 
making the detour. 

" An exasperated force of rebels, largely outnumbering 
our own, with metal heavier and more numerous, would not, 
we supposed, permit us to get between them and the sources 
of our supplies, would not permit us to hold the key to the 
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Skenandoali Valley and the Valley of the Potomac, without 
at least fighting a severe battle, and seeking compensation 
for the loss, which we supposed we had occasioned them by 
preventing a junction with the rebels opposite Washington. 
But the movement was made, and made with signal ability, 
each brigade ready at a moment's notice to throw itself into 
line of battle, to protect its train, and to manoeuvre, as occa^ 
sion might require. I felt, sir, on Wednesday night, that you 
had outwitted the rebel Johnston. On Thursday morning, 
the 18th of July, you discovered the expected battle opposite 
Washington had not been fought. We were now at Charles- 
town, Virginia, but about ten miles from Winchester, rebels 
and patriots occupying about the same relative position as at 
Bunker Hill, although we had greatly the advantage. If the 
rebel Jo. Johnston expected an attack from Bunker Hill side, 
and had fortified accordingly, we had obviously gained much 
by appearing on the opposite side of Winchester, with a paved 
road and a railroad from Charlestown to that place. He 
could, in my judgment, be as well checked by your column 
at Charlestown as at Bunker Hill, and unless he had been 
attacked from the latter place immediately after our arrival, 
and defeated or severely cut up, we gained much by going 
to Charlestown in opening a way for future subsistence and 
receiving, if needed, by rail, other forces. K you could not 
defeat or cut up the rebel Johnston, it was wise to place 
yourself in better communication with your rear. In this 
you were governed, as I have said, by your reconnoissance. 
On Thursday, the 18th of July, the day after your arrival at 
Charlestown, I knew of your intention (having learned that 
McDowell had not engaged the rebels up to that time) to 
advance on Winchester, the rebel Jo. Johnston then being 
there with his forces. On the morning of that day I had 
been ordered to issue three days' rations to my command 
for this movement, but during the afternoon I received 
orders to move with my regiment to Harper's Ferry, to 
hold that place. I knew, by common report, that, in fur- 
therance of your plan to attack the rebel Johnston, you on 
Thursday and Friday, the 18th and 19th of July, made 
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repeated efforts to induce your command (many regiments 
of wliicli were then out of service) to remain with you for 
only a few days, while you advanced and held the rebels in 
Winchester, or give them battle if they had met you. I 
heard that you plead, entreated, and expostulated with regi- 
ments whose term of service had expired, but vrith few ex- 
ceptions it availed nothing. I was informed that the number 
of your force with which you could, under these circum- 
stances, have attacked the rebels, did not exceed seven or 
eight thousand men ; with these, in my judgment, to have 
moved elsewhere than Harper's Ferry would have beeti folly. 

" To sum it all up, it appears to me, writing from memory, 
after some six months have intervened, that if you had 
known that McDowell had not attacked the rebels, while 
you were at Bunker Hill, the question of whether you should 
have attacked Johnston depended upon your reconnoissance 
and means of information of his strength. The force of 
your reasoning, that you ought not to attack, is much more 
cogent, if your information was positive that McDowell 
would attack on Monday or Tuesday, the 15th or 16th of 
July, or if you were only ordered to hold Johnston in 
check during those days, for then you were holding him 
in check. Your movement to Charlestown, whether Mc- 
Dowell had attacked or not, was wise for reasons, and also, 
that you were in better position to make the attack. You certainly 
lost nothing, as the rebel Johnston did not leave Winchester during 
your flank movenient. Your attempt to hold Johnston, when 
you learned at Charlestown, McDowell had not engaged the 
rebels, failed from causes not within your control. Men 
whose term of service had expired, would have fought no 
better at Bunker HiU than at Charlestown or Bull Run. I 
am very sure, attacks upon you would never have been made, 
for the course you pursued, had McDowell fought the battle 
of Manassas when you were informed and had the best of 
reasons for believing he was going to. 

" If these statements, hurriedly thrown together, meetyour 
conviction as arguments, I am happy to be able to furnish 
them. At the time, I heard none condemn you, but, my 

8 
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dear sir, wlien will man cease to be reviled by the ignorant 
and malicious ? 

" I am, very truly, 

" Tour obedient servant, 

" George H. Gordon, 

"Colonel Second Massachusetts Reg't." 

From the gallant General Shields : 

" WASHiNQTOif , D. C, Feb. 20, 1862. 
" My dear General : 

" I long wished to write you, and write you as an old and 
true friend, who feels the full force of the injustice that has 
been attempted towards you, but I determined to wait until 
I could see what the Senate was disposed to do in my own 
case. Yesterday I was confirmed, after holding up my nomi- 
nation for weeks 

" But your case was one of crying injustice. It was for the 
attacking army to wait until you could co-operate with them. 
They had the power to time their attack to your movements, 
but you had not the power to accommodate your movements 
to the attack. But, General, military men do you j ustice, and 
the country is beginning to do it; and for one I have never 
failed everywhere to cry shame upon the base treatment you 
have received, and now I don't hear a man, who has a parti- 
cle of sense, who does not do the same 

" Your sincere friend, 

" Jambs Shields. 

■" General Robert Patterson, 

" PMladelpliia." 

From Colonel Gibson, a Regular officer of great dis- 
iinctiola : 

" Headqttaetbes Port Delaware, Del., 
July 26, 1861. 

•*' General : 

" I am, my dear sir, acquainted with the nature of your 
service, and the diflBculties opposed to you, in your recent 
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campaign. It is impossible for an officer of ordinary intel- 
ligence, to refer to the disasters of this week, without reflec1> 
ing upon the untimely and crude plans of offensive operar 
tions in which no commander could take part but as a 
victim. I make allusion to these matters only to assure you 
of my respect, and that I shall consider it fortunate to be 
under your command, with the able staff that served you, 
should you be called upon to take the field again. 

"A. A. Gibson, 

" Captain Second Artillery, Commanding. 
" Majok-General Eobkkt Patterson, 

" Philadelphia." 

The following resolutions of two regiments, the 
Twenty-fourth and Fifteenth Pennsylvania, who served 
under me, and were ready to remain if required, it gives 
me great pleasure also to refer to. 

" Proceedings of a Meeting of the Meld, Staff and Company 
Officers of the Twenty-fourth Regiment, Pennsylvania Volun- 
teers, commanded by Colonel Joshua T. Owen, held at the 
Encampment near Charlestown, Virginia, on the 18(h July, 
1861. 

" Whereas, We, the ofiicers of the Twenty-fourth Regiment 
Pennsylvania Volunteers, believing that in the contest in 
which we are now engaged is involved the maintenance of 
constitutional freedom, and being devotedly attached to the 
Government of the United States, because of the great bless- 
ings it confers alike upon rich and poor, native and foreign 
born citizens, and 

" Whereas, A sense of duty as citizens induced us to take 
the field in defence of the Government, and 

" Whereas, Major-General Robert Pattereon has this day 
appealed to us as patriots, to prolong the period of our ser- 
vice, in order that he may maintain his present strategical 
position, without detriment to the cause. Therefore, 

^^ Resolved, That having entire confidence in the capacity 
of our Commanding General as a soldier, and his integrity as 
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a patriot, and admiring tlie skill with wMcli he has advanced 
his column thus far without loss, or unnecessary delay, we 
will stand by him until our places are supplied by other 
troops." 

Second, those of the Fifteenth Eegiment, whose gallant 
Colonel, Richard A. Oakford, was killed on the battle- 
field of Antietam : 

" Headquarters Fieteenth Eegiment P. V., 

Harper's Perrt, July 24, 1861. 

" At ameeting of the officers and men of the Fifteenth Regi- 
ment, held this evening, they expressed unanimously their 
approval of General Patterson's official administration, at 
the same time deeply regretting that his military judgment 
should be questioned, knowing as they do the superior force 
of the enemy in position, and the unavoidable circumstances 
which controlled the movements of this column. It is also 
painful to their feelings to find the many important but 
bloodless victories achieved by his command overlooked in 
the hasty opinion of the public. 

" Richard A. Oakford, 

" Colonel Commanding." 

In the debate in Congress to which I have referred 
(ante, p. 79), the representative of the District where 
I live, the Hon. Charles J. Biddle, distinguished in the 
war with Mexico, and commanding at the beginning of 
this war, a body of State troops, addressed the House 
as follows : 

" Mr. Biddle. I ask the gentleman from Massachusetts to 
yield to me. 

"Mr. Lovbjoy. I object. 

" Mr. Biddle. I ask the gentleman from Illinois to with- 
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draw his objection. It can do him "no harm to hear a few 
words from me on this subject. 

" Mr. Lovejot. I withdraw my objection. 

" Mr. Gooch. I yield to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
but I take it for granted that if my time expires, that I shall 
be allowed two minutes after he has concluded. 

" Mr. Biddle. I thank the gentleman. 

" Mr. Speaker, General Patterson is my townsman and 
constituent, and I may assume to know as much of him as 
the gentleman from Tennessee. I have no personal know- 
ledge of the movements of the column which he commanded 
in July last. I was at that time in the military service, but 
in another part of Virginia, within the limits of General 
McClellan's command. But I have personal knowledge of 
the character of General Patterson. In his command were 
many of my constituents, connections, and friends, and I 
never heard one of them mention him in other terms than 
those of respect and confidence. He had upon his staff some 
of the most distinguished officers of the Regular Army, now 
deservedly filling positions of great trust; he had on his 
staff men of high character from civil life. They were fully 
cognizant of General Patterson's conduct and motives ; their 
characters are additional guarantees for his. 

" I believe that no man, really cognizant of the facts, has 
ever brought any charge against him, and that the vague, 
baseless rumors that have been circulated to his disadvantage 
are but hearsay upon hearsay, like the statement of the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee. Upon the occasion before Martins- 
burg, a brilliant affair at that time, when our greater and 
more glorious victories had not eclipsed it, General Patter- 
son's conduct was distinguished alike by military skill and 
personal intrepidity. All the contemporary accounts, verbal 
and published in the newspapers, from all sources, agreed in 
that. 

" "With respect to his character at an earlier period, in the 
war with Mexico, I would not offer my humble testimony ; 
but I sent to the adjoining library and have had brought 
here the volume of reports, from which I can cite, under the 
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clear and venerable name of Winfield Scott, the high testi- 
mony that was then borne to General Patterson's character 
as a soldier. At the siege of Vera Cruz, General Scott says 
that ' he can only enumerate the few who are isolated by 
rank or position, as well as by noble services.' He then 
mentions ' Major-General Patterson, second in command.' 
At Cerro Gordo, General Scott says : 

" ' Major-Q-eneral Patterson left a sick-bed to share in the dangers and fa- 
tigues of the day, and after the surrender went forward to command the 
advanced forces towards Xalapa.' 

" He also served during the war of 1812, as lieutenant and 
captain, in the Regular Army. Of course I had no contem- 
porary knowledge of his services there ; but I know that by 
those who had, he was esteemed as a soldier, even at that 
early period of his life. 

" This statement I have felt bound to make in behalf of a 
man who is my constituent, and who, I believe, has been 
unjustly aspersed by vague rumors and suspicions, only too 
common, and gaining too easy credence with us. Let me 
add, however, that in so doing I take no part in the criticisms 
upon General Scott, for whom no maji living entertains 
higher respect than I do." {Congressional , Globe, Feb. 17, 
1862.) 

The numberless private communications, both ver- 
bal and written, which I have received, approving my 
course, I shall refer to no further than to say, that 
they will ever merit, as they have always received, my 
warmest gratitude. 
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This Appendix, embracing letters from men of high distinction and of 
every shade of political opinion, and editorials from leading journals, is 
printed, not for general circulation, hut for distribution to members of my 
own family, to those of my staff, and to otlier gentlemen who have served 
under my command, and also to a few personal friends who have ever 
zealously and fearlessly defended my character when unjustly assailed by 
ignorance or malice. 

H. Pattebson. 

1300 Locust Street, Philadelphia, 
December 18th, 1873. 
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LETTERS FROM DISTINGUISHED MEN. 

245 SoTTTH Fourth Street, February, 1865. 
My dear Sir : 

I thank you sincerely for your " Narrative,'' which I have read with 
avidity and with real satisfaction. Nothing can be more clear or 
cogent than its details, or more logically drawn than its conclusions. 
My opinions upon military matters are in general of no value ; but there 
is little difficulty in mastering such objections as were advanced against 
the movements of the army under your command in 1861, and there is 
no one of them, I think, which you have not answered with perfect 
success. 

Allow me to congratulate you upon an exposition so calm and clear, 
and so gratifying to your friends. 

Very respectfully and truly yours, 

HOR. BiNNEY. 



Philadelphia, January 31st, 1864. 
General R. Patterson. 

Dear Sir: I acknowledge with great pleasure and gratitude the 
receipt of your " Narrative of the Campaign in the Valley of the Shen- 
andoah." I shall refer to it doubtless with great interest, for I notice 
already what interests me much, your clear and manly demand for a 
court of inquiry. What justice there can be in imputing blame, and 
refusing investigation, I do not understand. Your record here as before 
must be your vindication. '' 

With my thanks for your remembrance of me, and my best wishes for 
your health and prosperity, 

I am very respectfully and truly yours, 

F. Carroll Brewster. 
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Philadelphia, Tuesday, January 27th. 
Deae Sir : 

Many thanks for your little volume, the reading of which I have just 
finished. It most fully confirms me in the belief that I long since ex- 
pressed to you, that you had earned the thanks of the nation for your 
conduct on that occasion. The view you have presented of General 
Scott's conduct has surprised and grieved me. I had thought better of 
him. 

Accept, I pray you, the assurance of the respect with which I remain, 
my dear Sir, 

Yours very truly, 

Henry C. Carey. 

General Patterson. 



West Point, N. Y., February 1st, 1865. 
Dear General: 

I have just received your letter, dated January 27th, 1865 ; also the 
package, which I have disposed of as you desired. Accept my thanks 
for the copy you sent me. I have perused it with much interest, and 
can only say that it expresses, in writing, exactly what I have always 
thought ; that is, it is a full vindication of your conduct as to whether 
or not you were responsible for the defeat of our arms at Bull Eun, in 
1861. I firmly believe that if your plans had been carried out, we 
would have had a grand victory instead of a great disaster. 

I fully concur with Generals Thomas, Gordon, &c., in their opinions 
of the campaign, and I do not think that any other general could have 
done better with the army you had under your command than you did, 
provided they had the same drawbacks. Hoping that an impartial 
people will do you justice, I have the honor to remain, 
Very sincerely yours, &c., 

A. K. Arnold, 

Captain 5th U. S. Cavalry. 
To General E. Patterson. 



Philadelphia, February 6th, 1865. 
My dear Sir: 

I have read with careful attention your " Narrative of the Campaign 
in the Valley of the Shenandoah in 1861," for which I am under obliga- 
tion to you. 

It is exceedingly clear and distinct, and it cannot fail to produce a 
marked impression upon the public mind. In my judgment it com- 
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pletely vindicates you from the mistaken impressions which for a time 
pervaded the community. I think no one can doubt after reading it, 
that you performed all that it was possible for you to do in your circum- 
stances and with your orders. Neither your fidelity nor your ability 
will be doubted hereafter by any one who will do you the justice to in- 
form himself. I never doubted, as you know, and am glad to have my 
convictions so thoroughly sustained. 

I am yours very truly, 

W. Strong. 
Major-General Egbert Patterson. 



Philadelphia, Febrnaiy 8th, 1865. 
My DEAR General: 

Your " Campaign in the Shenandoah in 1861 " (for a copy of which 
I have to thank you), ought to satisfy even the most prejudiced, that a 
great wrong has been inflicted upon you, and that it was not any neglect 
of duty, or mistake of yours, that brought about the defeat of Bull Eun. 

It was well that you waited a fitting time to publish to the world the 

facts and incidents of your campaign, and that you were able to give 

them in a manner so clear and convincing that " he who runs may 

read," and understand where the blame of our disgraceful repulse should 

rest. Having heard from you on your return the leading features of 

your campaign, and having read your address at the entertainment given 

by the " First Troop of City Cavalry," I never had a doubt as to your 

records being clean and clear, and I have always so expressed myself 

when I have heard your conduct unfairly criticized. 

I am. General, yourg very respectfully, 

Samuel Welsh. 
Major-General E. Patterson. 



Philadelphia, February 9tli, 1866 
My dear Sir : 

For a week or more, I have been intending to do an act of justice, 
and that act has not been delayed from any unwillingness on my part 
to acknowledge a wrong that I had committed, but has been overlooked 
or neglected, as good intentions often are. Your kind attention in send- 
ing me a complimentary copy of your " Narrative " brings me at once 
and promptly to my duty. 

I frankly acknowledge that I was one of those who joined in the 
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popular clamor against you in 1861. However, as the war has pro- 
gressed, I have had discernment enough, and watched military move- 
ments with sufficient care, to see that a general with an army facing 
an enemy, and that enemy with the country open in his rear, could not 
prevent him from going away almost when and where he pleased. Wit- 
ness Halleck's operations at Corinth. I saw then that that clamor was 
not entirely just. 

However, it remained for me to read your " Narrative," which I did 
a week or ten days since, to see and feel your entire and complete justifica- 
tion ; as clear and strong a case as was ever made up by any general of 
whom I have ever read. 

That you have been willing that you and your family should bear 
such a reproach, and that your son should go down to the grave before 
that reproach was removed, when you had it in your power to do so, but 
would not, because it was not deemed proper on account of the -public 
weal, seems to me to show you to be a patriot and more than one. 

You, your children, and your grandchildren may rest content with 
your reputation as it stands vindicated in these pages ; and I would 
have every one who has formed or expressed an opinion on the subject 
read them well. For that reason I was glad of the discussion which 
took place in the Legislature yesterday, eveu though great injustice was 
done you. It will attract attention to the subject, and the truth will 
most certainly assert its right and make its way. 

Permit me to add that I have seen several persons who have read the 
book, some at least strongly prejudiced against you, and that I here ex- 
press the universal opinion when I say what I have said above. 

I shall consider it both a solemn duty and a great pleasure to do all 
that is in my power to set the public right on the subject. 

I am very truly yours, 

Heney C. Baied. 



Philadelphia, February 9th, 1865. 
My deae Geneeal: 

I have received the copy of your published " Narrative of the Cam- 
paign in the Shenandoah Valley in 1861," which you had the kindness 
to send me. 

Had your proper request for a military court of inquiry been granted 
by the government, in accordance with the long-established custom and 
usage of the service — which, for more than forty years, has never been, 
to my knowledge, habitually refused until recently — there would have 
been no necessity for this publication, as every officer of rank in your 
column could have refuted the false charges made against you. 
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Allow me to congratulate- you, however, on this complete and satis- 
factory vindication, at last, of your reputation as a commander, and con- 
clusive defence against the calumnies and misrepresentations of which 
you have been for so long a period the silent victim. You have cause 
for especial gratitude to God that your life has been spared long enough 
to place on the record of history such ample and conclusive evidence, 
that the terrible disaster at Bull Run was due to quite other and differ- 
ent causes than any act or want of action on your part. No intelligent 
person who reads your Narrative will fail to acknowledge this fact. 

With sincere hopes that your calumniators and detractors will now 
and henceforth be forced to do' you justice, and cease their revilings, I 
remain, 

Yours respectfully and truly, 

G. H. Ceosman, 
Assistant Quartermaster-General. 
Majob-General E. Pattbeson. 



WiLLiAMSPORT, Pa., February lOth, 1865. 
General : 

Please accept the heartfelt congratulations of an officer of the old 
Eleventh Pennsylvania Volunteers, upon reading, in a late issue of 
The Press, a timely article on the military conduct of the column which 
operated in the valley of the Shenandoah during the first three months 
of this bitter war, which you had the distinguished honor to command, 
and with which I, in the subordinate capacity of First Lieutenant of 
Company A, was proud to have been connected. 

The editorial referred to, while it must convince the most obdurate of 
your maligners, is unspeakably gratifying to many of your companions 
in arms, who were ever ready to repel with scorn and defiance the foul 
aspersions that have been heaped upon your patriotism and your gener- 
alship. It is said that " time at last sets all things even." May we not 
reasonably hope that in the good time coming one other general, under 
whom it was also my distinguished privilege to serve during his entire 
military career, may evoke from the same calumniators the same ample 
but tcfrdy justice. • • 

I have the honor to be. General, 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Frederick E. Embick, 

Late Colonel lOSth New York Volunteers, commanding 

Sd Brigade, 3d DJTision, 3d Corps, Army of the Potomac. 

Major-Gbseral Kobert Patterson, 

Philadelphia, Pa. 
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1520 Spktjcb Street, 

Philadelphia, February 11th, 1863. 

Majoe-Geneeal Eobeet Patteeson. 

My deae Sie: I have to return you my sincere thanks for your 
pamphlet in regard to th^ campaign of the Shenandoah Valley in 1861. 

As far as I understand the subject, I think that you have fully vindi- 
cated yourself from the imputations cast upon you in regard to the mil- 
itary operations of that period and locality. If, as is the fact, it is at 
all times a pleasure to me to see a successful vindication made against 
unjust aspersion, you may be sure that I do not make your case an ex- 
ception, cognizant of the fact of how much vituperation has been heaped 
upon you in regard to this matter. 

Thanking you again for your kindness, I remain, 

Respectfully yours, 

Feed. J. Deeee. 



Headquartbes District of Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, Pa., Pebruary 11th, 1865. 
Geneeal : 

I' have to acknowledge the receipt of your volume containing the his- 
tory of the campaign of 1861 in the Shenandoah Valley. I have read 
it with much interest. The scenes are familiar to me, as I reported to 
General Banks at Sandy Hook on the 1st of August, 1861, and accom- 
panied his column in the valley campaign of the ensuing year. Before 
reading your book I had formed an opinion similar to conclusions at 
which you arrive, and such, I think, had been the case with officers gen- 
erally who were familiar with the leadiug facts and scenes of the cam- 
paign. The full detail which you give has served to coniirm that 
opinion, and wherever this book is read, the same result will follow, so 
that when the history of the Great Rebellion comes to be made up you 
may have the satisfaction to feel that justice, though tardy, will be done 
to yourself and your command. 

I am, sir, respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

O. S. Fee^y, 

Brigadier -General. 
General Patterson. 



February 13th, 1865. 
My deae General; 

I thank you for your politeness in sending me a copy of your Narrative 

of the Campaign of 1861 in the Valley of the Shenandoah. I waited to 
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acknowledge it till I should be able to read it, ■which I have done with 
great pleasure and satisfaction. It is very well written, and in my judg- 
ment entirely conclusive. I only wish your successors in the Valley had 
left so fair a record. 

With very respectful regard. 

Truly yours, . 

J. Feancis Fishee. 



Senate Ohambbk, 

Hakrisbtjkg, February 13th, 1865. 
My deae Sie: 

I have just returned'to this place, having been absent since Friday 
last. Allow rae to thank you for your "Campaign of 18&1." Of course 
I have not yet had time to read it, but will do so at my earliest con- 
venience. 

In my opinion, your conduct has never needed justification ; but from 
what I have heard of your statement, it closes forever the mouths of 
your most bitter enemies, and this is surely great gratification to your 
friends and admirers, of which number believe me, ' 

Very sincerely, 

HiESTEE ClYMEE. 

Gbnekal Pattersoit. 



New Yokk, February 13th, 1865. 
My deae Sie: 

I am greatly obliged to you for your kind attention in sending to me 
a copy of your Narrative of the operations in the Shenandoah Valley in 
the spring of 1861. Your vindication of your action is complete, and 
the moderation of your language lends additional force to your state- 
ment of facts. It was the fashion, about the time of the Bull Kun dis- 
aster of 1861, to make a Pennsylvania general the scapegoat for the sins 
and bad behavior of some of our New York regiments in the fight, but . 
time has vindicated the truth, and shown that the blander was in fight- 
ing the battle of Bull Run when it was fought. The subsequent career of 
those officers who formed your council of war at Martinsburg is sufiicient 
evidence of the correctness of their military judgment at the time, and 
of your military action. 

With kind regards to all your family, 

I am very truly and respectfully yours, 

Samuel Blatchpoed. 
Majoe-General Eobbkt Patterson, Philadelphia, 
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Lock Haven, February 13th, 1865. 
General Robert Patterson. 

My dear Sir : Much has been said and written in relation to your 
campaign in the Shenandoah Valley in the summer of 1861, and a vast 
amount oi censure and disapprobation heaped upon, not only yourself, 
but also on those who undertook to defend you. Knowing, as I do, the 
gross injustice done you, not only by the great majority at large, but 
also by men high in authority at Washington, fills me with indignation. 
For the outrageous conduct of the latter, there is no excuse, for they had 
evidence before them that should (and no doubt did) convince every 
unbiased and honest man among them ; their duty was to exculpate you 
from all blame. For the former there is some excuse ; they were carried 
away by the excitement of the times and reading the vile slanders pub- 
lished by a partisan press. One argument against myself, during the 
political campaign in 1861, when I was a candidate for the unenviable 
position of a seat in our State Legislature, was, that I was a defender of 
General Patterson's conduct in Virginia, and, therefore, ought not to be 
elected. I often said in public that the time was not far distant when 
your services would be acknowledged, not only by the public at large, 
but by the authorities at Washington also. That time has now^rrived, 
and your " Narrative of the Campaign in the Shenandoah Valley" is an 
able and unanswerable vindication of the eminent services you rendered 
to our country in the hour of her greatest need. 

The shameful defeat of the Union forces at Bull Run surprised and 
appalled the powers at Washington, and to hide their shame and screen 
themselves from just and universal censure, they resorted to the cowardly 
expedient of making General Patterson the scapegoat. T.his was un- 
manly, ungenerous, and unjust, for they well knew the difiieulty you 
had to contend with, in organizing our undisciplined volunteer force, 
and the great risk you ran in invading Virginia in the face of a power- 
ful and well-appointed army. 

How was it possible for you to go into action with the least hope of 
success, when it was known that the enemy outnumbered us almost three 
to one in infantry and cavalry, and about five to one in artillery? 

Look at our artillery ; it was a very lame apology for a battery, to 
wit, six or eight smooth-bore guns ! 

It is admitted by all the distinguished regular army officers that 
served in your column, that the campaign was conducted in a prudent 
and energetic manner, and that you obeyed the orders of the general-in- 
chief strictly, and are in no way responsible for the disaster that befell 
■ our arms at Bull Run. 

I read your " Narrative " with much satisfaction, and cordially agree 
.in opinion with the distinguished officers who have vindicated your con- 
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duct, for many of the facts contained in the "Narrative" came under 
my personal observation. 

It is gratifying to contemplate that General Patterson will be remem-. 
bered by posterity as the saviour of his army from destruction in the 
Shenandoah Valley, when that of his calmuniators will be lost in the 
vortex of the present rebellion. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

P. Jareett. 



United States Army Labokatokt, 

Philadeiphia, Pa., February 14th, 1865. 
My deae General: 

Let me thank you for the copy of your book just received. As a 
part of the true history of this war at its commencement, it is invaluable. 
Allow me to assure you that I have ever considered your part in that 
campaign as marked with prudence, sound judgment, and decision. 

Yours, very truly, 

A. K. Smith, 

Surgeon, U. S. A. 
Major-General Patterson, Philadelphia. 



DoTLESTOWN, Pa., February 14th, 1865. 
Dear General: 

Inclosed please find an article from the Democrat on the subject of 
your "Shenandoah Campaign, 1861." The pamphlet fully vindicates 
your course, and it affords me pleasure to know that you have sustained 
yourself Your pamphlet shows that you were blameless in the matter, 
and that the world censured you without cause. I am glad on account 
of the service, the country, and more particularly on your individual 
account, that you have so clearly vindicated the truth of history. As 
a soldier, I am glad to assist in doing justice to an old commander whom 

I have always esteemed. 

I remain, truly your friend, 

W. W. H. Davis. 

General Kobebt Patterson, Philadelphia, Pa. 



2039 Green Street, February 14th, 1865. 
Dear General: 

I have perused with more than ordinary gratification your "Nar- 
rative of the Campaign in the Valley of the Shenandoah in 1861," 
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of which you had the kindness to send me a copy. Little known to 
you personally, I had, for a period of twenty-five years, learned to appre- 
ciate your worth as a patriotic citizen, your services as a distinguished 
soldier, and your character as a high-minded gentleman. When, in 
the dark days of 1861, and since then, the tongue of slander and par- 
tisan hatred strove to detract from your fair fame, I have ever deemed 
it a privilege, on proper occasions, zealously and ardently, to plead your 
cause and defend the right. Now, when "the truth of history" and your- 
self are signally vindicated, I rejoice with thousands of your sincere 
friends and admirers in the achievement of this peaceful victory. 

Accept my best thanks for the little volume of so much value, with 
my kind wishes for your continued health and prosperity. 

Your most obedient servant, 

GusTAVus Eemak. 



PiTTSBTTEG, February 14th, 1865. 
Majoe-Gbneral E. Patterson. 

General : Many thanks for your volume. It is a complete vindica- 
tion of your conduct, and I am glad the time has come when you could 
with propriety publish it. Although not needed among those conver- 
sant with the facts, your long silence was construed against you by those 
ignorant of the history of the Campaign. As one of those who served 
with you, I rejoice at its appearance. I have given my opinion more 
fully in the Dispatch of this morning, a paper I am interested in, and 
forward you a few copies. 

I am. General, very respectfully. 

Your obedient servant, 

J. Heron Foster, 
' Captain and Provost-Marshal 22d District, Pa. 



Bbookltn War Fund Eooms, 

February 1.4th, 1865. 
Dear Sir: 

Mr. Joseph Ripley was kind enough to lend me your " Campaign of 
the Shenandoah Valley." I read it with great interest. I had joined 
with the rest in the howl against you ; I will not be the last to do you 
justice. Inclosed please find an article, on the subject. 

Most respectfully yours, 

W. P. Strickland, 

Secretary W. F. Com. 
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Philadelphia, February 15th, 1865. 
General Eobeet Patterson. 

My dear Sir : I am extremely obliged to you for your Narrative of 
your campaign. It is, as I supposed it would be, a complete vindication 
of your conduct, and indeed much more, for it is very plain that if your 
judicious advice had been taken, we might have been spared the disgrace 
of Bull Run. 

There is but one opinion, so far as I can hear, on the conclusive char- 
acter of yotir statements, and I really take a natural pride in finding a 
Pennsylvania general fully relieved from an obloquy as undeserved as 
any that has befallen a commander in this terrible war. 

No one can estimate the consequences of a blunder in a campaign. 
If your regular troops had not been withdrawn, or if you had been 
ordered to ^eesburg, the whole face of the war might have been changed! 
Reflections like these are unhappily too late, unless, indeed, the error 
may serve as a warning. 

Very respectfully and sincerely yours, 

Joseph A. Clay. 



No. 1311 Locust Stkebt, Pebruary 16th, 1865. 
General R. Patterson. 

Dear Sir : I thank you for the presentation copy of your " Narrative." 
I consider it a complete vindication of your conduct of the campaign of 
the spring of 1861. It pleased me so much that I have sent several 
copies of the " Narrative " to friends in other cities ; all of whom will 
remember my promises that you would place the matter in the proper 

light before the public. 

Yours truly, 

Thomas Sparks. 



February 16th, 1865. 
My dear Sir : 

I have read with great pleasure and satisfaction your "Narrative of 
the Campaign in the Valley of the Shenandoah in 1861," for a copy of 
which I am, under obligations to your kindness. Let me as one of your 
fellow-citizens and friends, assure you of my appreciation of your valua- 
ble services during the trying scenes of that campaign, and let me add 

my thanks as a Pennsylvanian. 

I am sincerely, 

Isaac Hazlehuest. 
Gbnkkal K. Patterson. 
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February 16th, 1865. 
My deae Sie: 

I have read with gteat interest the Narrative of the Campaign in the 
Shenandoah Valley, with which you have kindly favored me, and am 
rejoiced that you have at last consented to place its facts before the 
world. It was not needed to strengthen my faith, but it has made that 
faith more intelligent. May you be long spared to enjoy the grateful re- 
spect to which you are so richly entitled. 

I am very truly yours, 

Alexandee Heney. 

General Pattbkson. 



Concord, K. H., February 16th, 1865. 
My deae Geneeal: 

I thank you for your note of the 10th instant, and also for " The 
Shenandoah Valley Campaign of 1861." 

I have read the " Narrative " with deep interest and with unqualified 
satisfaction. It is remarkable in several respects, — concise and clear in 
the statement of your own views, motives, and reasons, temperate in tone, 
not acrimonious, just to others, and in documentary evidence conclusive 
upon every question bearing upon your well-earned reputation as a soldier 
and as a patriotic citizen of the Republic. 

The patient, manly courage with which you have stood under the 

storm that has beaten upon you is admirable, and now gives force and 

dignity to a vindication complete and triumphant. 

Very truly your friend, 

Feanklin Pieece. 
General E. Patterson, Philadelphia, Pa. 



Philadelphia, February 18th, 1865. 
Geneeal Patteeson. 

Deae Sie : I am greatly obliged to you for the copy of " The Shen- 
andoah Campaign of 1861," just received. I had previously procured 
and read it, and am glad to be able to say, that I consider it perfectly 
conclusive as a vindication of your operations from the misapprehensions 
which have so long prevailed in the public mind, and in which I ac- 
knowledge that I participated in regard to that campaign. 

I am with great respect, truly yours, 

William A. Ingham. 
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1517 Walnut Street. 
Majoe-Geneeal E. Patteeson, 

Thirteenth and Locust Streets. 

My deae Geneeal : I return you many thanks for thinking of me 
in your distribution of your defence. I had, however, already procured 
a copy and read it. 

I was very much pleased, though not at all surprised, to find so per- 
fect a vindication of your conduct from your assailants, and my pleasure 
was perhaps enhanced by the fact, that the witnesses confirm a peculiar 
theory which I have always held, as to the causes of our disasters at the 
opening of the war, which, if more orthodox in my religious belief, I 
should be inclined to regard as providential. 

I am with great respect, yours, &c., 

John F. Feazee. 



No. 1034SPEtrCB Street, February 4th, 1865. 
My deae Sie : 

I thank you for your kindness in sending to me a copy of the history 
of your campaign in 1861. I have read it with great interest, and can 
assure you that it but confirms the opinion I have held, that your duty 
was then faithfully discharged. If censure is to fall on any one for the 
sad disaster on another field, it cannot rest on you. 

Very truly, 

John Welsh. 
Majok-G-em;ekal E. Patterson. 



Keadino, Fehruary 10th, 1865. 
Geneeal Patterson : 

Deae Sie : I am pleased that you rightly numbered me among 
those friends who would be gratified to read this long-deferred, but 
thorough and conclusive, vindication of your conduct in that earliest and 
most trying campaign, in the Shenandoah Valley in 1861. I beg to 
congratulate you on the tardy, but sure, justice which must follow this 
exposition of the truth of history. 

I am with great respect, your obedient servant, 

William M. Hiestee. 
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Walnut i§TEEBT, February 5th, 1865. 
Majoe-Geneeal E. Patteeson. 

My deae Sir : I thank you for the copy of your " Narrative of the 
Campaign in the Valley of the Shenandoah," which you were so good as 
to present to me. Your little volume has corrected a gross misapprehen- 
sion in my mind, regarding the facts connected with that campaign, and 
in my opinion is a triumphant vindication of your military character 
against the cruel slanders to which your name has been subjected. 

I am glad to make this statement, because I was as much astray on 
this subject as any man could well be. It happened that I was in 
Washington during the time which preceded and followed the battle of 
Bull Run, and I therefore heard the first of that clamor which after- 
wards grew so universal against you. As that which I saw and heard 
may be of some interest to you, I shall not apologize for recounting it 
briefly. 

On Saturday morning, July 20th, 1861, 1 met in the Senate Chamber 

Major (your memory will supply the blank*) of the Marine Corps, 

who had been sent to you from headquarters, to inquire, as he said, why 
you did not attack Johnston. He told me that it was impossible for 
you'to attack, on account of the almost mutinous condition of some of 
the regiments whose time was about to expire. That during his visit, 
these regiments were drawn up and addressed by you, without producing 
the slightest efiect on the discontented. That, under the circumstances, 
he considered that an advance on Johnston would be madness. I re- 
member this distinctly, because my spirits were so cast down by the 
Major's conclusions. ' 

On Saturday evening, I was for a long time in the company of Gene- 
ral Cameron, who had just returned from the front. He told me that 
Johnston had certainly joined Beauregard that afternoon, because while 
he (General C.) was at the front, he had throughout the afternoon heard 
the whistles of the engines and the cheers of the rebels, as their reinforce- 
ments arrived. Whether General Cameron was or was not mistaken, as 
to the time at which Johnston arrived, he believed it to be a fact as 
early as Saturday. From General Cameron's house we walked over to 
General Scott's headquarters, when, although many hard things were 
said of you which are now not worth mentioning, all hands were san- 
guine in regard to the coming battle ; all except General Cameron, who 
remained quiet and almost gloomy during the entire interview. Of 
course, I was buoyed up by the high spirits of the military gentlemen, 
and on our way home, I jested General Cameron on his despondency, 
asking him if he had the Scotch gift of second sight, &c. I shall never 

* Major Eussell. 
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forget the words with which we parted at General Cameron's door. 
Turning to me with an exclamation of regret, he said, " Oh ! if I had only 
the power to countermand the order for attack to-morrow." " Why, good 
God ! General," said I, "have you any doubt of the issue ?" " Yes," he 
replied, thoughtfully ; " I always doubt to-murrow. To-morrow is a slip- 
pery fellow ; you will be convinced of that before you reach my age. Be- 
sides, if the battle were postponed, we could bring up Patterson, and 
make victory almost certain. He is of no use where he is now." With 
this we parted, and henceforth I knew no more of the battle than the 
public story. 

I thank you. Sir, for having set me right in regard to your indirect 
connection with that disgraceful affair, and for enabling me to discharge 
my mind of the unjust blame which I attached to you ever since the 
memorable night which I spent at headquarters. 

With my best wishes for your health and happiness, 

I remain, dear Sir, yours sincerely, 

Geoege H. Bokee. 



February 3d, 1865. 
Deae Geneeal : 

I thank you for the copy you have been so kind as to send me of your 
"Narrative of the Campaign in the Valley of the Shenandoah in 1861." 
I have read it carefully, and should do violence to my feelings if I did 
not at once express to you the satisfaction it has afforded me, in con- 
firming my often-expressed opinion that you had, in that campaign, done 
everything that ought to have been expected of you, considering the 
character and amount of the means at your disposal, and the circum- 
stances by which you were trammelled. It seems to me, that no candid 
man can rise from the perusal of the Narrative and its accompanying 
documents, without pronouncing your vindication of your conduct in 
the above campaign to be complete and unanswerable. 

I think you have done wisely in making this publication, and thus 
setting yourself right before your countrymen, for we have all a common 
interest in the good name of our defenders. 

Yours very truly, 

William D. Lewis. 

Genkkal Egbert Pattekson, 

Locust Street. 
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- buelinqton, n. j., 1865. 
Deae Sie : 

I received a few days ago the pamphlet which contains the history of 
your campaign in the valley of Virginia in 1861. I don't know when 
I have read a more straightforward statement than it contains. 

Its publication, in my opinion, was hardly necessary, for public opin- 
ion, guided by the universal light that this war sheds on its transactions, 
had settled in a way to which you and your friends could scarcely ob- 
ject. That opinion was like what you give as that of our own good 
President, and which is so like him. 

Nothing has been said upon the subject for some time, because people 
thought, as Cameron expressed himself to you, that opening it (ventilat- 
ing it, as the popular expression goes), could scarcely help operating 
unfavorably to General Scott, and no one wished to embitter a single 
moment of that distinguished General's latter days. He has served his 
country so well, that we can afford to be to his octogenarian faults " a 
little blind," without lowering you in the justly high estimation in which 
you have been and are still held. ^ 

The admirable article of The Press of to-day is a fair exponent of 
present public opinion, and with this you can afford to rest ; your laurels 
remain as they were before the war, entirely untarnished. This at least 
is the opinion of. 

Very respectfully and truly your friend, 

James Wobeall. 
Genbkal Eobekt Pattbkson, Philadelphia. 



Philadblphia, February 8th, 1865. 
Geneeal Robert Patteeson. 

My deae Sie : I have most carefully read your "Narrative of the 
Campaign in the Valley of the Shenandoah in 1861." I needed not the 
Narrative after having read the report of your speech at the banquet of 
the First City Troop therein referred to, to satisfy ray mind that you were 
utterly blameless of every imputation upon your gallantry as a soldier, 
and your spotless purity as a man. 

The expos&, as a pure specimen of clear, consistent, and perspicuous 
history, places you beyond the possibility of reproach. I thank you for 
this token of your kindness to me personally,. but above all other con- 
siderations, for the masterly manner in which you have exhibited to the 
world, where the responsibility for the disgraceful defeat of our arms at 
ihe battle of Bull Run really and rightly rests. 
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With assurances of entire respect, which an acquaintance of almost 
forty years has served in no manner to diminish, 

I remain, my dear General, 

Your most sincere friend, 

Wm. Badger. 



Western Bank, 
Philadelphia, January 6th, 1865. 
Dear General : 

Permit me to express the great satisfaction I had, in reading in the 
Public Ledger yesterday, the notice of which you were the subject. 
This long-delayed act of justice to you attracts much attention and ap- 
proval, and although it is not a reparation of the wrong done or intend- 
ed, it proves that "Truth crushed to earth will rise again." Your 
friends are gratified that this exposition at last has come, and none more 
so than 

Truly your friend, 

Jos. Patterson. 
Major-Gbnebal Patterson. 



Thirteenth and Walnut Streets, 

February 10th, 1865. 
To Major-General Patterson. 

Dear Sir : I had the honor of serving under you, during the three 
months' campaign, as a private in the First City Troop. It is with un- 
feigned delight that I have heard of the publication of your Narrative, 
but more especially of the tardy justice at last rendered to your fair fame 
by the press, and by the unanimous voice of the people, since all the facts 
of the case have been shown to them. With the. proud feelings of one 
who has shared your dangers, even in a very subordinate capacity, I have 
taken the liberty of writing these lines, and of asking for a copy of your 
book. 

Believe me. General, 

Ever your most obedient servant, 

Edward W. White. 
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S. E. coE. Broad and Spktjce Stebkts, 

February 16th, 1865. 
My deae General : 

I cannot resist the impulse which prompts me to say a word of con- 
gratulation, after reading your triumphant vindication. Not that I ever 
had any other opinion upon the subject, but the form in which you have 
placed the facts before the public, must compel every honorable man to 
accord to you in his heart your true deserts. 

I am very sincerely your friend, 

Jno. Neill. 
Majok-Genbral Patterson. 



• Philadelphia, February 6th, 1865. 

Deae Geneeal: 

Accept my thanks for your book, although, as you know from an in- 
terview with you after your return, I was in possession of information 
that satisfied me you were the victim of circumstances beyond your con- 
trol. I do not, however, think that there was any deliberate assault by 
those who were unfriendly to you, but a sort of unreasoning impatience 
at ill-success that we are all prone to indulge in business and in domestic 
trials. I do not accuse you of even indulging it towards a servant, but I 
sympathize with you in suffering from it when serving your country. 

Yours truly, 

Wm. Welsh. 
General E. Patterson. 



No. 1323 Spruce Street, February 21st, 1865. 

If, my dear sir, you will furnish me a copy of your Narrative of the 

Campaign in the Valley of the Shenandoah, I shall have much pleasure 

in presenting it to the Redwood Library Company, at Newport, Rhode 

Island, where I have been a Director of the institution named. 

, I am much gratified and instructed by your publication, and which 

could no longer be delayed in justice to yourself and the gallant men 

serving under your command. 

Respectfully and truly yours, 

Heney Paul Beck. 
Major-Genbral K. Patterson. 
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Headquarteks of the Army, 

Washington, February 4th, 1865. 
Geneeal Eobeet Patterson, 

Philadelphia. 

General: I notice in your "Narrative of the Campaign in the Val- 
ley of the Shenandoah in 1861," you quote an extract from an article of 
mine published in the N&w Yorh Times, July, 1862. The article to 
which you refer was written by me when in civil life, and before my re- 
appointment to the army, and was published in California, in 1861, in 
"Bancroft's Handbook Almanac for the Pacific States." 

I was not before aware that it had been republished in the Times. At 
the time it was written and printed, August, 1861, we had received in 
San Francisco only brief telegrams of your movements and McDowell's 
defeat. It is therefore very singular that my remarks should have so 
exactly corresponded with your recommendations. 

I have been thus particular in stating these facts, for the reason that 
if the criticism had been written and first published by me in July, 1862, 
I might be open to the charge of unmilitary conduct in making such 
publication without proper authority. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. W. Halleck, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 



Philadelphia, January 30th, 1865. 
My dear General:, 

I thank you much for your kindness in sending me your book on the 
campaign of 1861. I have read it with great interest and pleasure, and 
can only assure you that its perusal was not needed to convince me of 
the great injustice done you. I have ever used my utmost endeavors to 
convince others who may not have had the same opportunities of judg- 
ing of the facts. 

Begging you always to consider me your friend, I remain, 

Yours sincerely and respectfully, 

Wm. Camac. 
E. Patterson, Esq. 



EiTTENHOUSK SQUARE, February 10th, 1865. 
General Robert Patterson. 

My dear Sir : I thank you sincerely for your kindness in sending 
the pamphlet, which I think a most complete vindication. I had al- 
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ready purchased a copy, and had read it with great interest. I shall 
hand the first to one of my friends, and retain the second as a remem- 
brance of yourself. 

I remain, my dear sir. 

Yours very faithfully, 

Joseph Haeeison. 



Philadelphia, February 9th, 1865. 
Majoe-Geneeal Kobeet Patteeson. 

My deae Sie : I acknowledge with great pleasure the receipt of a 
copy of your " Narrative," for which please accept my thanks. 

I made some progress in its perusal last evening, and hope to complete 
it soon. In the meantime, so far as I have gone I have derived equal 
satisfaction from its apparent truthfulness and corroborative evidence it 
affords of the faithfulness of your military services. 

As an old friend and neighbor, and as a lover of truth and justice, I 

congratulate you on the favorable tone of public sentiment which your 

vindication has inspired. 

Very truly yours, 

C. Cope. 



Washington Squakb, February 6th, 1865. 
Deae Sie: 

I have read your defence attentively, and without qualification affirm 
it to be an irrefragable vindication from the unjust censure which has 
been heaped upon you. I wish you could have the article in the Sun- 
day Dispatch republished. We know that there is no print in this coun- 
try of equal talent which is so chary in acknowledging its errors. 

The great obstacle in setting public opinion right when a Philadel- 
phian is concerned is the New York press. 

I was much struck with the similarity of your case with that of Gen- 
eral Ripley in the campaign of 1814, and the triumphant manner in 
which, after biding his time, he exculpated himself from the charges 
brought against him by othera who were either ignorant of the truth or 
interested in deceiving the public. 

Yours truly, 

J. Eandall. 
Gbnekal E. Pattbbson. 
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WiLKBSBARBB, February 14th, 1865. 
General Egbert Patterson. 

Dear Sir : I received two copies of your " Shenandoah Valley " 
pamphlet, and ought to have acknowledged the favor before this, but 
business engagements prevented. I was much pleased in the perusal, and 
am heartily gratified at the triumphant vindication you have made of 
your character and services as a military officer in the campaign of 
which you treat in your pamphlet. So far as I can understand, you are 
perfectly sustained by every military man, of any knowledge and ex- 
perience, who knew anything of the circumstances, and even impliedly, 
if not directly, by General Scott himself, for he is compelled to resort to 
self-justification and evasion. The only source of calumny was the 
famous, or rather Mifamous Committee on the Conduct of the War, and 
their course in this instance will pass into history as an evidence of the 
unwarrantable extremes to which partisan feeling can carry men who 
have happened by accident to attain prominent positions in the councils 
of the country. They will be universally condemned and execrated, 
while you will be sustained. 

I write in haste to send by my daughter, who leaves for your city in 
the morning. Please excuse this crude "jumble," and accept my best 
wishes for your health. i 

May we all live to see our unhappy country restored to peace and 
prosperity. 

With the kindest regards, yours truly, 

C. T. Barnum. 



Washington City, February 20th, 1865. 
General Robert Patterson. 

Dear Sir: Your letter, and the accompanying book detailing the 
events of your campaign during 1861, in the Valley of the Shenandoah, 
have been received. 

Your " Narrative " I have carefully read with much gratification and 
information. Having been myself with a portion of your command as 
a private, and subsequently as a non-commissioned officer, I had the 
opportunity of a clear observation of much that you relate. Your 
statements as far as I have knowledge are accurate. I have never en- 
tertained any other opinion than that you did all that human power 
could accomplish in the cause of your government. In this opinion I 
am fully sustained by your review, with the additional testimony which 
I had not the proof of before, that you obeyed the " orders " of your 
superior (General Scott), as well in spirit as in letter. 



24 APPENDIX. 

The book is a complete vindication, in my humble judgment, of your 
conduct, and disposes of the malignant aspersions heaped upon you by 
unscrupulous partisans, and by some military gentlemen who found it 
quite convenient to attribute their own errors and mishaps to the actions 
of others than themselves, the real parties at fault. 

As a Pennsylvanian and as a Philadelphian, I honor you for your 
becoming silence until the appropriate time came when you should 
speak, and having spoken, I am proud that the testimony produced is 
so overwhelming in your behalf. 

I cannot close without referring to the recent change in the tone of 
the press, without regard to their political predilections on the subject. 
This expression is not confined to the newspapers of the country, but the 
same is observable in the changed convictions of the people. 

Justice has at last come to your rescue, and hereafter we shall be 
relieved from all unjust criticisms on your military course in the Valley. 
I remain. Sir, very truly yours, 

Samuej. J. Kandall. 



Philadelphia, February 21st,'l865. 
My dear General: 

I am very much obliged to you for a copy of your vindication. I 
sat down and read it through carefully, and it fully confirmed the 
opinion, which I adopted at the time, and everything which I have read 
since has strengthened, that you had most unjustly been made the 
scapegoat for the faults of others. I may congratulate you that public 
opinion is rapidly, if it has not already reached the same point. My 
judgment in military matters is indeed worthless : thousands of loyal 
" spinsters " know more than I do. I never have been able to under- 
stand any account I ever read in ancient or modern history of any 
battle ; hence for years before this war broke out my invariable custom 
was to skip such accounts ; nor have I read a single account of a battle 
of this war from Bull Run down. I am certainly unable to form any 
opinion as to .what caused that disaster, but one thing is very clear, from 
documents you have published, that no part of the blame is attributable 
to either what you did or did not do. 

Very truly yours, 

Geo. Sharswood. 
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Pennstltania CoLLEau, 

Gettysburg, February 18th, 1865. 
My dear General: 

I have read with much interest your " Narrative of the Campaign in 
the Valley of the Shenandoah." It is a most successful and triumphant 
vindication of your character, and confirms me in the opinion which I 
so firmly maintained at the time when you were so unkindly assailed. 
You have done well in gathering the necessary documents together in 
this permanent form. 

The copy of the work designed for the College Library I presented 
this morning, at a meeting of the faculty, and a unanimous resolution 
of thanks for your gift was passed, and placed on the minutes. 

With sincere regard, I have the honor to remain, ^ 

Your obedient servant, 

M. L. Stoever. 



Southeast cok. Eighth and Locust Streets, 
February 20th, 186-5. 
My dear General: 

I have read the book which you so kindly sent me. It is a complete 
answer to the malignant partisan attacks that/have been made upon you, 
and exhibits on your part patience that I own is marvellous. 

Pennsylvania owes it to herself, and to you, to earnestly request the 
President or Congress in some way, to place on the national record of 
the rebellion, this most thorough vindication of your military career. 

Excuse me for adding that differing as we may on political questions, 
I have always been proud to subscribe myself as I now do, 
With the highest regard, your friend, 

Daniel Dougherty. 

General Patterson, Locust Street. 



Phiiadelphia, February 22d, 1865. 
Major-General Patterson. 

My dear Sir : Allowme to thank you most sincerely for your late 
publication defending your campaign in Virginia. ' I did not need it to 
convince me of your essential patriotism or of the honest zeal with which 
you went into the service of your country. But it has relieved me on 
one point. I always thought you acted honestly, I now think that in 
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fact you acted wisely, because I do not see how you could have done 
any better in the circumstances. 

My position as a decided advocate of the sternest measures to put down 
this causeless and bloody rebellion, as well as my old friendship for you, 
induces me to say this much. 

Truly yours, 

Thomas Bbainaed. 



218 South Potjrth Street, 

February 22a, 1865. 
Dear Sir: 

Please accept thanks for a copy of your " Narrative.'' I received and 
read it with great interest as a contribution to the history of the war, 
and that interest was much enhanced by my acquaintance with so many 
who were engaged in the campaign. 

In my humble judgment, you have completely refuted all the charges 
which were brought against you. 

Very respectfully and sincerely yours, 

G. M. Wharton. 
General Patterson, Philadelphia. 



1311 Spruce Street, February 22d, 1865. 
My dear General: 

It is a fitting day for me to say that (after many interruptions) I have 
just finished the reading of your "Narrative." As a vindication of your 
conduct of that campaign, it is complete and decisive. Your able and 
candid analysis of the testimony, written and oral, bearing upon the ques- 
tion, with the concurrent support of so many eminent officers, must sat- 
isfy every unprejudiced mind that the responsibility of the Bull Eun 
disaster does not lie at your door. 

You have done well to put forth this monograph. It was due as well 
to the cause of truth and justice as to yourself and tTie aftuy you com- 
manded. 

I am, very truly, your friend, 

H. A. BOARDMAN. 

Major-Genebal Patterson. 
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Philadelphia, February 22d, 1865. 
My deae Sie: 

Permit me to thank you for the copy of " A Narrative of the Cam- 
paign in the Valley of the Shenandoah in 1861," which I have received. 

When this volume first came into my possession, I determined to give 
it a thorough and impartial examination, and to the best of my humble 
ability, determine whether the imputations cast upon you had any real 
foundation in fact ; I was very curious to learn what you had to say, and 
this curiosity was more intense because I had read attentively the vari- 
ous accusations which from time to time had appeared in print. 

Entertaining these views, I have not only read, but studied your book, 
and it afibrds me unspeakable pleasure to say that your vindication is 
not only in my judgment ample, but is absolutely complete, and it is 
complete because it is based upon facts which can be comprehended by 
any citizen of ordinary education. 

It is further important to know that the facts are properly attested, 
for they are authenticated by evidence of an ofiicial character, which 
bears upon its very face a refutation of the most unjust and wicked 
calumnies. 

I do not wonder that the President acquitted you of all blame, but 
history vnll go further, and will record upon its imperishable page these 
facts, that you, among the very first, responded to the call of the country, 
that your experience as an educated general officer enabled you to devise 
the means by which overwhelming difficulties were overcome, and that 
you suggested a plan of operations which, had it been adopted and exe- 
cuted, would in all human probability have crowned our efibrts with 
victory. 

As a fellow-citizen, a Philadelphian and a Pennsylvanian, it is not 

only a pleasure but a duty to thank you for the vindication, and to ofier 

to you and yours my warmest congratulations. 

Truly yours, 

James R. Ludlow. 
Gbnbeal Robert Patterson. 



1816 Spruce Street, 

Washington's Birthday, 1865. 
My deae Sie: 

Last night (I concluded it two minutes before midnight) I read your 
"Narrative of the Campaign in the Valley of the Shenandoah in 1861" 
(every word and figure of it) from cover to cover. 

It is full, complete, and conclusive ; a more thorough vindication I 
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never read. The facts are made so clear that he must be dull indeed 
who does not feel their overwhelming force. But it is more than a vin- 
dication of Ma,]or-General Patterson ; it is a serious inculpation of Lieu- 
ten ant-General Scott, Secretary Cameron, and President Lincoln (for 
not granting you a court of inquiry), and all who, knowing the facts or 
in ignorance of facts, failed to do you justice. Let me add that if the 
best style for narrative be a clear, terse, and vigorous unadorned state- 
ment of facts (and who can doubt this), then the literary merit of this 
book is of a high order. Nor shall I forbear to commend the spirit of 
gentlemanly consideration and Christian forbearance which so eminently 
distinguishes the "Narrative." One of the ancient writers tells us, that 
the noblest spectacle in the world is that of a good man suffering from 
undeserved misfortune ; to my mind, a nobler still is that of an innocent 
man, for his country's sake, patiently enduring obloquy and reproach 
when he deserves gratitude ; and in the latter Case (which is your case), 
his praise is the higher if he refuses to free himself from censure by 
what he may deem untimely justification. You have "bided your time," 
and you now stand as clear before man as you always did in this matter 
before the Great Commander-in-Chief who "ruleth among the armies of 
heaven and the inhabitants of the earth." 

I am, dear General, sincerely and cordially yours, 

S. Austin Allibone. 
Gbneeal Eobekt Patterson. 



2004 West De Lancet Place, February 27th, 1865. 
Deae General: 

My time has been so completely engrossed by the sad duties incident 
upon my father's declining health and death, that hitherto it has been 
out of my power to acknowledge the compliment conveyed by the pre- 
sentation of your published " Shenandoah Valley Campaign of 1861," 
which I now do with the assurance its history establishes to my mind 
not only your entire freedom of accountability for its failure to accom- 
plish that which an ignorant public was led to expect, but the supreme 
folly of those with whom the power and responsibility properly resided. 
I have never doubted or hesitated to proclaim my full confidence in 
your record ; all would in proper time be compelled to do you justice. 
With sincere regard. 

Very faithfully your friend, 

James A. McCrea. 
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Geemantown, February 27th, 1865. 
Dear General: 

I return my thanks for the " Narrative of the Campaign in the Valley 
of the Shenandoah in 1861," -which you were good enough to send to me. 
I have read it with attention, and am rejoiced that you have had the 
means at hand for so complete a vindication of your conduct during that 
campaign. 

As an old friend, I may be permitted to express the pleasure I feel at 
the successful result of your exposition. 

Very truly yours, &c., 

Oswald Thompson. 



Philabblphia, February 23d, 1865. 
My dear General: 

I beg to tender you my sincere thanks for the copy of the " Campaign 
in the Valley in 1861," and to congratulate you on the complete and 
entire vindication of your course on that trying occasion. 

If the sweetness of justice is enhanced by delay, you must now enjoy 
it to the full, and the responsibility is placed where it properly belongs. 

It did not need this vindication to satisfy me of the propriety of your 
actions, for I had read attentively the proceedings of that " Star Cham- 
ber " the Committee on the War ; but there were others, ignorant or 
prejudiced, or both, who needed some light, and I am glad to say that 
in no single instance have I seen any one but what now recognizes your 
merit and farsightedness on the occasion. 

In connection with this matter I will mention that a friend of mine 
told me some two years ago that he was, in the summer of 1861, a resi- 
dent of Washington City, and that about the time that you marched 
from Martinsburg on Bunker Hill, a friend of his, a prominent citizen, 
and of noted secession sympathies, offered to bet him at very heavy odds 
" that in ten days those who were not killed in General Patterson's , 
army would be prisoners in Eichmond." My friend declined, partly on 
principle, but mainly because he knew that the person had means of in- 
formation from Kebeldom. 

Again congratulating you, I remain, very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

Thos. p. Parry. 
Major-Genbral Patterson. 
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HAKKiSBtTKG, February 23d, 1865. 
My deae Sir: 

I have delayed thanking you for your account of the campaign of 
18-61 till I should have had an opportunity of reading it. I have now 
read it twice with great attention, such as I think is due from every 
Pennsylvanian to the subject, and, I must add, with very great pleasure, 
as the statements and documents contained in the volume do completely 
exonerate you from responsibility for the faults, whatever they were, of 
that campaign. 

I rejoice at this result, by reason both of my personal regard for your- 
self and of my love for the noble commonwealth of which we are citizens. 
With great esteem, always 

Very truly yours, 

W. M. Meredith. 
Majob-Gbneeal Egbert Patterson. 



Philadelphia, February 23d, 1865. 
General Robert Patterson. 

Dear Sir: I have read with much satisfaction your history of the 
Shenandoah campaign, and congratulate you on the complete vindica- 
tion you have presented of your course during its continuance. 

Having been always of the opinion, from the little information pos- 
sessed by me, that you would at the proper time be able to vindicate 
yourself and successfully refute all aspersions, I was much gratified by 
the Narrative, especially as I could scarcely hope that your vindication 
would be so complete and triumphant. , 
Allow me again to renew my congratulations. 

Yours very respectfully, 

Samuel V. Merrick. 



Philadblphia, February 24th, 1865. 
Dear General: 

I have read with deep interest and great satisfaction your " Narra- 
tive of the Campaign in the Valley of the Shenandoah," and congratu- 
late you on the successful manner in which it disperses the cloud that 
ignorance of the facts or interested motives had thrown for awhile over 
your soldierly reputation. I don't believe the whole difficulty of your 
situation was understood before ; it certainly was not by me. It was 
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extreme. The official orders, dispatches, &c., which you exhibit place 

this beyond cavil. The order to attack for which you asked, if it had 

been given, might have led to diiferent results, but with your reduced force 

and dissatisfied men it is questionable whether they would have been 

better. The full light thrown by your Narrative on the condition of 

affairs will enable the present generation and the future historian to do 

justice to your patriotism and ability, and I have no doubt it will be 

cheerfully accorded. 

I am, very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

H. A. Adams, U. S. N. 
G-ENERAL E. PATTBESOif, Philadelphia. 



Bloomsdale, March 3d, 1865. 
Geneeal Eobeet Patterson. 

My dear Sir : Although I am late in acknowledging the receipt of 
your " Narrative of the Campaign in the Valley of the Shenandoah," 
my opinion of it will not have less value from being formed after a more 
critical examination than, until the present, I have found time to give it. 
You have, I think, fully vindicated yourself, and possessing, as you 
did, such conclusiye evidence of having discharged your duty, the delay 
to present it to the public, so long as there was room to fear injury to 
the cause in which we are all so deeply interested, gives additional value 
to the Narrative, whilst it affords evidence of your patriotic sentiments. 

With great respect, 
• Yours truly, 

D. Landreth. 



Philadelphia, February 24th, 1865. 
My dear General: 

I have to thank you most cordially for a copy of your "Narrative of 
the Campaign in the Valley of the Shenandoah," which I had previously 
read with the greatest interest. It affords me unfeigned satisfaction to 
express to you my sincere conviction of the soldierly manner in which 
you performed all those grave and responsible duties intrusted to your 
care at that turbulent period of our national existence. 

It does not require any military experience, on the part of the unpreju- 
diced reader, to form a correct estimate of so plain a recital of your oper- 
ations as this Narrative sets forth. 
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A man must be possessed of a very obtuse perception, indeed, if he can 
peruse those pages without being assured, that you had entirely vindi- 
cated yourself before the country, and forever silenced the malignant 
tongues of your base as well as ignorant detractors. 

The bosom of every good citizen should swell with indignation, as he 
peruses this Narrative, and feels conscious that one who is so justly en- 
titled to the esteem and confidence of the country, should so long have 
rested under the most unjust aspersions. Your eminent services, dear 
General, in the hour of your country's severest trial, are only excelled 
by the patriotic forbearance with which you so long endured the un- 
justifiable reproaches of many of your fellow-countrymen. Your friends 
cannot but feel proud that the hour of your vindication has arrived, 
and that your fair name will ever after appear in the calendar of our 
country's roll as a patriot and a soldier, sans peur, sam reproche. 

I am, dear General, very faithfully. 

Your friend and servant, 

E. J. Lewis, 

1332 Chestnut Street. 
Major-Gbnebal Eobbkt Patterson. 



Cincinnati, February 28tli, 1865. 
My dear General: 

I had the pleasure of receiving your note of February 11th in due 
course of mail, and a day or two afterwards the newspapers and the Nar- 
rative. , 

I have read all attentively, and they agree perfectly with my recollec- 
tions of the campaign. It is absurd to attribute the defeat at Bull Run 
to the fact that Johnston was at liberty to leave Winchester when he 
did, in the face of Mcbowell's report. McDowell says if he had had 
thirty minutes more he would have achieved a victory. Now we all 
know that he was delayed three hours on the day of the battle by Hun- 
ter's failure to put his column in motion at the hour he was ordered to 
do so. Again, who supposes Johnston would not have left Winchester to 
its fate under the circumstances, eVen if you had been thundering at its 
gates? I believe if we had moved directly on Winchester from Bunker 
Hill, we should have met but a small force to oppose us ; that Johnston 
would have gone just when he did and with just as many men. But if 
Johnston had remained with his whole force, we should have been de- 
feated. In that event the balance-sheet would have looked just as badly, 
with the additional disadvantage of a raid at that time into Maryland 
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and an attack upon the rear of Washington, at that time wholly unpro- 
tected. 

Yours faithfully, 

Chaeles S. Tkiplee. 
Genkral E. Patthkson, Philadelphia. 



Bristol, Pa., February 28th, 1865. 
General Egbert Patterson. 

My dear Sir: I have carefully examined the Narrative of your 
Campaign in the Valley of the Shenandoah in 1861. It is a trium- 
phant vindication of your official conduct and management of said cam- 
paign. 

Embarrassed, as you were, by adverse instructions and requirement 
from distant superior authority, compelled to occupy false positions, the 
most important and reliable portion of your forces withdrawn from you 
early in your operations, want of essential supplies and equipments, and 
the term of service of most of your forces rapidly approaching, indeed, 
actually arrived with some of them, and their discharge obligatory, it 
could only have been the exercise of rare judgment, tact, and ability 
that enabled you to maintain your command in front of an enemy vastly 
your superior in strength and military equipment. 

As to the disgraceful reverse to our arms at Bull Run, erroneously and 
unjustly attributed to failure on your part, untimely action and bad 
generalship were the prominent and real causes of that disastrous achieve- 
ment of folly and imbecility. 

Truly yours respectfully, 

W. R. Montgomery. 



Philadblphia, March 2d, 1865. 
My dear Sir: 

It is only recently that my engagements allowed me time to read the 
interesting book you were kind enough to present to me, "The Campaign 
in the Valley of the Shenandoah in 1861." A candid judgment, if it 
had any doubts before, could not fail to be convinced after reading the 
book, that there is not the shadow of a ground for imputing censure to 
you, or the gallant army under your command, for the disastrous termi- 
nation of the battle of Bull Eun. Other causes must be sought for upon 
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which to place the failure of that fatal day. I think you have discharged 
a duty you owed to yourself, to the army of the Shenandoah, to your 
country, and to the truth of history, in publishing this Narrative, and I 
congratulate you upon the sentiments which pervade this community, 
amongst whom you are so closely identified, in regard to it. 

Believe me, very sincerely yours, &c., ' 

Thomas Robins. 
Major-Genbeal Robert Patterson, 

Locust Street. 



1319 Walnut Street, March 2d, 1865. 
My deae Geneeal: 

I received your pamphlet, have read it with interest and pleasure, and 
lent it to many mutual friends. You did right to publish it ; it com- 
pletely exonerates you from all the false charges that have been made 

to screen others. 

• I am, sincerely and faithfully yours, 

J. P. Hutchinson. 
General Robert Patterson. 



South Potjrth Street, March 4th, 1865. 
My deae Sir: 

. Immediately on receiving from your kindness the " Narrative of the 
Campaign of the Valley of the Shenandoah in 1861," I read that docu- 
ment with a clear conviction of its conclusive character. I beg leave 
now to express my thanks to you for placing it in my hands. Your 
conduct is fully explained and vindicated, and your friends and the 
country will feel entire satisfaction. 

With sincere respect, faithfully yours, 

J. E. Ingeesoll. 
Major-General Robert Patterson. 



POTJQHKEBPSIB, N. Y., February 2d, 1865. 
My deae Sie: 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt from you of a copy of 
your "Narrative of the Campaign in the Valley of the Shenandoah in 
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1861," for which I thank you. I have perused it with great satisfaction 
as a valuable addition to the historical records of the war, and as a per- 
fect vindication, I think, of the good conduct of General Patterson dur- 
ing that campaign. It must be accepted as such by every candid reader. 

With the hope that peace may soon smile upon our dear country, 

I remain very truly, your friend, 

Benson J. Lossing. 
Major-Genbkal K. Pattebson. 



Philadelphia, March 2d, 1865. 
Geneeal Robert Patteeson. 

Dear Sir : In thanking you for a copy of the " Campaign in the 
Valley," I am the more obliged, as I was one of those who had formed 
a hasty opinion, and until I had read this work, had not changed my 
views. The mere publication of your orders renders any defence unnec- 
essary, and I am very sure, had you acted contrary to orders aad not 
have been entirely successful, it would at this day been very difficult to 
have found any defenders. 

Most respectfully, your most obedient, 

William Struthees. 



Haebisbueq, February 26th, 1865. 
My dear General: 

Through some unavoidable delay in our post-office arrangements, I 
did not receive your " Narrative of the Campaign in the Valley of the 
Shenandoah " until to-day. 

You will please accept my thanks for the same. I have perused it with 
much satisfaction, and find it a complete vindication of yourself and the 
corps you commanded. It has sounded the death-knell of the slanderers' 
tongues that attempted to injure one that has shown his fidelity to his 
country in the war of 1812, the war with Mexico, and none more promptly 
in tendering his services and obeying the commands of his government 
to crush this unholy rebellion than yourself This Narrative has proven 
how careful and guarded the press and people should be in giving opin- 
ions as to military men, until facts are made known. I must say that 
the press of the country have and are doing you justice. I have met 
many persons from the interior of the State since your publication who 
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say that great injustice has been done you. It has wrought a wonderful 
change in the minds of the people of this city. If all had known you as 
well as I did, and served under your command as often as I have, there 
would have been little use of this Narrative. With the approval of your 
military management in the Valley by that good man and great soldier. 
General Thomas, all military men will say you did all a general could 
have done. 

I am heartily glad that you have given this book with its evidence to 
the people. It will wipe out the mist which has hung around this cam- 
paign of yours completely, for it may not be very long until you are 
summoned to appear before our Great Commander above. You have 
lived to see yourself vindicated as a soldier and a patriot. 

With my best wishes for my old commander, 

I remain yours, with much respect, 

E. C. Williams. 



Philadelphia, February 25tli, 1865. 
General : 

Accept my thanks for a copy of the "Narrative of the Campaign in 
the Valley of the Shenandoah in 1861," which you were kind enough to 
send me, and which I have perused with pleasure. 

It needed no such testimony to confirm me in the opinion I had long 
ago formed, that you were no more responsible for the defeat our army, 
sustained at Bull Run, than any of our generals then commanding 
forces hundreds of miles away from the battle-field. 

I had watched your progress with a careful and earnest eye, because 
you! had long been a cherished commander of mine, and I felt a warm 
interest in ypur career as a soldier. I came to the conclusion that you 
had done all that a skilful and brave leader could do with your com- 
mand, but that you had been selected as a victim to cover up the blun- 
ders and mistakes of others in the cabinet and the field, as has been the 
case in too many instances, in this most unhappy war. 

YouT complete vindication, admitted to be so now by even your most 
bitter and unscrupulous opponents, can give no greater pleasure to any 
of your friends than it does to 

Yours very truly, 

James Page. 

MAJOK-GeN EKAL B. Pattbkson. 
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1109 Chestnut Street. 
My dear Sir: 

I thank you for your copy of the Shenandoah Campaign of 1861. 
It is a complete vindication of yourself and the irresistible correction 
of a popular error ; but I cannot commend your forbearance in so long 
suffering in silence. 

With great respect, yours, 

Heney M. Phillips. 
General E. Patterson. 



247 South Sixth Street, 

February 28th, 1865. 
General Robert Patterson. 

My dear General : I thank you for the Narrative of the Campaign 
of 1861. I have read it all carefully and with much interest. I must 
congratulate you on the triumphant vindication of your conduct which 
this plain, clear, and straightforward narrative presents. 

The motives which led you to delay so long this account of your opera- 
tions in Virginia are most honorable to you, and those which now con- 
strain you to record them are such as your friends and every impartial 
person must approve. 

I esteem this gift not only for its historic value, which will enable me 
to defend you, should this part of your life again be assailed (though I 
do not think it ever will be), but also as a token of your regard. 
Permit me to subscribe myself. 

Faithfully and sincerely, your friend, 

Samuel Hood. 



■Wilmington, Del., February 18th, 1865. 
My dear General : 

I received your note informing me that you had sent me a copy of 
your work on your Campaign of the Shenandoah, and a few days after- 
wards I received the book from Mr. Lammot. I have read it carefully 
and with great interest. 

I congratulate you upon the ability with wnich it vindicates you from 
every attack which has been made upon you on account of that cam- 
paign. 

So far as I am concerned, it corroborated the impressions that I had 
received from officers of distinction, who had served with you in that 
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campaign, and yet I was so firmly convinced that injustice had been 
done you, that I did not need, for my own part, any corroboration. 

But the book places on record a succinct and clear account of the 
whole campaign, and is therefore a valuable addition to the documen- 
tary history qf the war, and a proper indorsement of your conduct. 

I have always thought that the carelessness or want of forethought, 
which prevented you from being informed in detail, from day to day, of 
every movement of McDowell, was a distinguishing feature of the mad- 
ness or folly which actuated the authorities in ordering a great move- 
ment against the enemy, with troops the greater part of whom would be 
entitled to discharge in less than a fortnight after the movement com- 
menced, and the remainder of whom had not been in service more than 
a month, many of them having received muskets not more than a week 
before they were obliged to use them in action. We know with whom 
the responsibility for this movement rests, but no one can tell, I imagine, 
how different the condition and prospects of the country would now be, 
had common sense been allowed to guide our deliberations. 

But Providence for some wise purpose allowed us to stultify ourselves 
at that time, and for this folly you are in no wise responsible. 
Very truly your friend, 

W. B. Franklin, 

Major-General V. S. Vols'. 
Genbral R. Patteeson, Philadelpliia, Pa. 



Baltimore, Md., March 4th, 1865. 
Deae General : 

After carefully reading the evidence brought forward in your Narra- 
tive to illustrate the Shenandoah campaign of 1861, I found myself 
irresistibly drawn to the conclusions expressed so frequently through- 
out the narration by officers whose rank and judgment give to their 
opinions so just a weight. 

It is to be doubted whether any military man at this day attaches to 
yourself the mediate or immediate responsibility of the Bull Eun dis- 
aster, and the reading public, educated in the course of this war to judge 
more correctly of martial f vents, has, so far as I have had the opportu- 
nity to judge, acquiesced in that decision. 

I take great pleasure not only in congratulating you upon your com- 
plete vindication, but in recognizing the patriotic and soldierly feeling 
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which prompted you to defer your defence until this late moment, when 
the public interest would receive no detriment. 
I remain, General, with great respect. 

Very sincerely your friend, 

Wm. H. French, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, 2d Artillery, 

Late Major-General Vols. 
Majok-Genbbal Egbert Pattekson, 

Philadelphia, Pa. 



Philadelphia, March 9th, 1865. 
Major-Geneeal Robert Patterson : 

Dear Sir : I thank you for your kind remembrance, in sending me 
your complete vindication of your Shenandoah Valley Campaign, with 
your autograph. 

I do assure you, that it is much valued as a record of the past, having 
had a son in the regiment commanded by your noble son. 

Remaining yours, with kindest regards, 

D. C. McCammon. 



March 7th, 1865. 
My dear General : 

Let me thank you for the pleasure and satisfaction which the perusal 
of your history of the Campaign in the Valley in 1861 has given me. 

I read as a friend, a citizen, and one somewhat acquainted with the 
force of evidence. 

As a friend, it only caused me to regret that malice, ignorance, and 
prejudice should, in this day, have had power enough to do you. injustice. 

As a citizen, that there are yet' a few public men who can yet rest on 
their characters as a defence against wrong. 

As a lawyer, that you have so triumphantly refuted all the attacks 
made on your military character. 

These words, containing as they do my convictions, may not be of any 

worth to you, but to me it is a cause of sincere rejoiciug, that you have 

given me the opportunity to express them, in return for the compliment 

of numbering me among your friends, as a recipient of a copy of your 

book. 

Your obliged friend, 

Richard Vaux. 
To Major-General Patterson, Philadelphia. 



40 APPENDIX. 

Philadelphia, March 12th, 1865. 
My deae Geneeal: 

Permit me to thank you for tlie copy of your pamphlet relating to 
the three months' campaign, you were kind enough to send me. I have 
not been at home more than a day since its receipt, which will explain 
why it has not been acknowledged earlier. 

Before you sent me a copy, I had borrowed one from General E. 0. 
Tyler, and had read it carefully. I regard it as a complete and over- 
whelming vindication. No answer can be made to it by the most sophis- 
tical of your enemies, which can make any impression. In common 
with many others, I confess I had entertained the belief that you were 
in fault, but no man, after reading your statement, can fail to justify 
you, and to admire the magnanimity which has scaled your lips and 
restrained your pen so many years. 

Yours very truly, 

0. "W. Davis. 



Executive Chambek, 
Habkisbtteg, Pa., March 13th, 1865. 
Geneeal : • , 

I regard it as unnecessary to make any explanation to you of my 
apparent neglect to acknowledge the receipt of your recent vindication. 
You know how constantly my time is occupied. 

Your truthful " Narrative of the Campaign in the Shenandoah Valley 
in 1861 " affords me much personal gratification. It is the lot of all 
men who may occupy prominent positions in public life, whether as sol- 
diers or civilians, to have at one time or other their conduct of affairs 
misunderstood ; but it seldom occurs that any one, however blameless, 
whose policy and acts have received our unfavorable criticism, finds 
himself able to present to the public so full and able a vindication as is 
shown in your " Narrative." 

I had the privilege and honor to testify my confidence in your 
patriotism and ability, when I offered you the command of the Penn- 
sylvania volunteer militia at the beginning of the rebellion, and I have 
never regretted that I did so. My confidence never wavered, and 
although my approving judgment of your management of that cam- 
paign may not add much to the testimony of such distinguished and 
experienced soldiers as Generals Thomas, Newton, Abercrombie, and 
others, who have said it was "able and judicious, and to the best in- 
terests of the service," yet I feel assured that for me to say that your 
military history now stands before your fellow-citizens strong in truth. 
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in patriotism, and in fidelity to your country, may not be unacceptable 
to you. 

I hope. General, you may live to welcome peace and tranquillity to 
our distressed country, and that with the fair record of military service 
you give your children, you may leave them in the full enjoyment, that 
you have served wherever and when called. 

I remain, truly your friend, 

A. G. CURTIN. 

Majoe-G-eneral Kobbrt Patterson. 



113 South Fifth Street, March 14th, 1865. 
My deab Sir: 

I wish to thank you* for the copy of your " Narrative of the Cam- 
paign in the Valley of the Shenandoah in 1861," you have been so kind 
as to send me. 

The favorable notices of it I observed in the newspapers, made me 
feel the greater desire to read it, because I had been among those who 
held you responsible for allowing Johnston to join Beauregard, and thus 
contribute to the disaster of Bull Run. 

But I am free to say, and I take much satisfaction in saying it, that 
to my mind, the "Narrative'' is a clear and thorough vindication of 
yourself, as to any responsibility of the kind, and not only so, but it 
appears likewise to establish the fact, pretty clearly, that the battle was 
lost from other causes than the arrival of Johnston; and this, indepen- 
dently of the fact, of which there seems little doubt from the evidence 
furnished by the " Narrative," that he was upon the ground before the 
battle commenced, and known to be there at a time when the attack by 
our forces might have been avoided, and McDowell enabled either to 
await one from the enemy upon his own ground, or the arrival of rein- 
forcements, had he chosen to do so. 

I am no military man, but I may perhaps be permitted to say that 
the "Narrative" presents to my mind, that in your movements you 
were controlled by your orders, and that you executed these to the 
extent of the means placed in your hands. 

As one of the earliest of our country's defenders in this unhappy and 
unholy rebellion, I trust you may yet receive, at the hands of all your 
fellow-citizens, full and ample justice. 

A very humble one amongst them has attelnpted, in this feeble way, 
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to do something in that direction in his own behalf, and tenders you his 

good wishes for your future welfare. 

Very truly and respectfully, your friend and fellow-citizen, 

C. M. Husbands. 
To General Eobbet Patterson. 



420 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, 
March 14th, 1865. 
General Patteeson. 

My dear Sir: Allow me to thank you for your very interesting 
"Narrative," in which you so fully vindicate yourself, and the gallant 
meu of Pennsylvania, from alL blame for the unfortunate campaign of 
1861. 

I am, dear sir, yours very truly, 

• J. D. Seegbant. 



Philadelphia, March 15th, 1865. 
My dear Sir: 

I have read, although with the disadvantage of being an " unmilitary 
reader," yet with great interest, your Campaign of 1861, and am ex- 
tremely gratified at finding so clearly refuted the false and cruel impu- 
tation under which the party in power and in fault endeavored to screen 
their own misconduct. This calumny of the committee had weight in 
proportion to the credit for honesty which the party making it bears. 
Still it existed as a bare possibility, even from such a source, and I am 
glad that you have presented so clear a demonstration of its untruth, 
and I thank you for the opportunity so kindly given me to read it. 

I must say, however, that an acquaintance of more than forty years 
had not made me an impartial reader. 

Very truly and respectfully yours, 

Joseph H. Dulles. 

Major-Genbeal Egbert Patterson. 



New York, March 16th, 1865. 
My dear Sir: 

Owing to some unaccountable delay, your " Narrative of the Cam- 
paign of 1861 " failed to reach me until a short time back, which will I 
trust explain my seeming remissness in not acknowledging it before. 
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I have perused it ■with great care, and can conscientiously say that I 
consider it a most triumphant vindication of your discharge of the 
arduous duty assigned to you, and a signal refutation of the calumnies 
and misrepresentations to which you have been subjected. 

In connection with this I cannot but congratulate you particularly 
upon the admirable tone and temper that pervades it, under circum- 
stances when the manifestation of some acerbity of feeling might easily 
have been pardoned. As time gradually brings to light concealed facts 
and dissipates the obscurity hanging around the earlier operations of this 
unhappy war, the relative position of the actors in the great drama is 
getting to be more accurately appreciated, and I feel that I can heartily 
congratulate you that the time is already reached when history is making 
ample reparation in your case. 

With many thanks for your kind attention, and my kind regards to 
your family. 



I am very truly yours, 

Newbold Edgar. 



G-BNERAL Egbert Patterson. 



916 Sprttce Street, March 16th. 
General E. Patterson. 

Dear Sir: I must thank you for your kindness in sending me a copy 
of your " Narrative of the Campaign in the Valley of the Shenandoah." • 
I have read it with great interest. It is a complete vindication. 

Respectfully yours, 

C. Willing. 



1714 LooirsT Street, March 25th, 1865. 
Dear Sir: 

I ought sooner to have thanked you for your kind attention in send- 
ing me a copy of the " Narrative." I have read it with that interest 
and satisfaction which I think every Pennsylvanian ought to feel at 
your triumphant rebuttal of the calumnies which the malice of party for 
awhile kept alive. 

Most men must wait for posterity tp vindicate them in such cases, and 
I must think you are eminently fortunate in having extorted from so 
many organs of the dominant party an admission that the lies which 
they once gave currency to had no foundation. 

So much for a wise forbearance, and then striking at the right time. 
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Thanking you again for your courteous attention, I am, General, with 

sincere respect, 

Your obedient servant, 

James Biddle. 
Genebal E. Pattbrson. 



No. 702 WALNrT Street, Philadelphia, 
March 21st, 1865. 
Deae Sik: 

I have delayed acknowledging the receipt of your publication, on the 
Campaign in the Valley, until I had read it attentively. 

Pray accept my thanks for your kindly remembering me as one 
whose opinion you must attach some value to. It gives me pleasure to 
assure you that you have been much and unjustly misrepresented, and 
that your vindication is complete. 

I am, with great respect. 

Your most obedient and humble servant, 

Ed. Waln. 
To General Patterson. 



, Headquarters Army of the Potomac, 

March 13th, 1865. 
Deae Gbneeal: 

I have delayed till now acknowledging the receipt of your "Narra- 
tive of the Shenandoah Campaign of 1361," in order that I might give 
it a careful perusal. 

Having done so, I am truly gratified to see how clearly you have vin- 
dicated yourself from the unjust aspersions under which you have 
hitherto remained, with a silence and resignation highly creditable to 
you as a soldier and patriot. 

I have never myself had any doubt about your true position, having 

at the time received, from officers serving with you, such information as 

made the case clear ; but I am glad you have prepared this statement 

for the public, as hereafter it must with all true and just men silence 

every cavil. 

With great inspect, I remain, truly yours, 

Geoege G. Meade, 

Major-General. 
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Boston, March 18th, 1865. 
Majoe-General Patteeson. 

Mt deae Sir: Your obliging favor of the 13th inst. was soon fol- 
lowed by the two copies of your "Narrative." One of them I took 
pleasure in presenting to our Historical Society ; the other I have read 
with great interest, and shall preserve it as a valuable memorial of the 
war. It throws new light on your campaign in the Shenandoah Valley, 
and cannot fail to relieve you from some false impressions which were 
entertained at the time of our fatal repulse at Bull Run. It would be 
most happy if all the officers who have succeeded you in the Valley 
could exhibit as good a record. When the history of the war shall be 
fairly written, there can be no doubt that your patriotic services will 
have an honorable and enviable mention. 

Accept my best thanks for your kind attention in sending me the 
book, and believe me, with the highest regard and respect. 

Very faithfully yours, 

Eobeet C. Wintheop. 



Philadblphia, March 23d, 1865. 
Dear General: 

I had the pleasure of receiving your " Narrative of the Campaign in 
the Shenandoah Valley," which I immediately perused with great in- 
terest. 1 thank you for your kindness in sending me what is not only a 
valuable contribution to the truth of history, but a complete vindication 
of yourself. I admire its temper, its style, and its taste. Every one 
must commend you for your magnanimous endurance of undeserved 
obloquy while legitimate redress was refused you, and a soldier's honor 
forbade you to resort to any other. But the time has come. A simple 
narrative of the facts has placed yoit right in the opinion of every one 
whose eyes are not blinded by the poison of political or personal malig- 
nity. As for myself, I was convinced before I had the pleasure of read- 
ing the "Narrative." My friend. Colonel Longnecker, of Allentown, 
had put me in possession of the leading facts of the case, and I have had 
occasion several times to vindicate you. But of one fact, which is highly 
creditable to your military skill, I was ignorant till now, and that is the 
plan you suggested of uniting your forces with those of Colonel Stone 
at Leesburg. You had every reason to expect all the advantages you 
anticipated from such a movement. It is surprising that the " Chief" 
did not adopt this suggestion of his " second ;" could it have been 

" That from Marlhorough's eyes the tears of dotage flow?" 
I beg you to accept the hearty congratulations of an old friend on this 
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ample vindication of your military conduct and character, which, I am 
happy to see, is appreciated by the public, from the candid retraction 
made by those who were misled by falsehoods uttered by others. 

Very truly, your friend, 

John K. Findlay. 

General Patteesok. 



Philadelphia, March 21st, 1865. 
]^EAR General: 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your " Narrative of 
the Campaign in the Valley of the Shenandoah in 1861." My absence 
in West Virginia and Ohio prevented a prompt recognition of your kind 
remembrance on my part. 

Every unprejudiced mind, after carefully perusing the " Narrative," 
will look upon it as a complete vindication, as far as you are concerned, 
of the charge made against you, of being responsible for the defeat of 
General McDowell at Manassas. 

While a vindication was unnecessary for those who have been favored 
and honored with your intimate acquaintance and confidence for a num- 
ber of years, still the Narrative will prevent the machinations of your 
enemies in their efforts to destroy your well-earned reputation, and your 
defence will enable you to leave this world with a clean record, and with 
the proud satisfaction of knowing that you leave behind you the reputa- 
tion of being a brave, discreet, and able officer, and discharging faith- 
fully and well all the duties your country ever assigned you, both as "a 
citizen and a soldier. 

With sentiments of high regard and esteem, 

I am faithfully yours, 

Wm. M. Eeilly. 



Philadelphia, March 22d, 1865. 
To Majoe-Geneeal Patteeson. 

My deae Sie : I am much obliged to you for the copy of the " Cam- 
paign of 1861 " which you very kindly sent me some days since. I have 
read it through very carefully and attentively, and I found it an inter- 
esting narrative of that campaign. It is a clear, concise statement of facts, 
and must satisfy every candid mind that the censure cast upon you at a 
time of great popular excitement was, to say the least of it, most unjust 
and undeserved. The publication of this Narrative was a duty on your 
part. It was a simple act of justice to yourself, in vindication of your 
conduct as the commanding officer of that department. 
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It is also a great satisfaction to your friends 'who stood by you and 
sustained you amidst all the wild clamor that was raised against you by 
the unthinking multitude. We have all seen how patiently you bore 
this, caln^ly biding your time, until at length tardy justice is awarded 
you. 

It may be some consolation to you to know and to feel that during 
all this period your many friends have never lost their Cbnfidence in you 
as a brave officer and soldier, or their high esteem for you as a gentle- 
man and friend. 

I remain with great respect, 

Yours veiy truly, 

Thomas D. Smith. 
520 Walnut Street. 



y Chicago, Illinois, March 23d, 1865. 

My very dear General: 

I have your esteemed favor of March 1st, together with a copy of your 
book. There can be but one opinion amongst all fair-minded men. That 
you were made the scapegoat for the sins of others, and that there has 
been a persistent intention on the part of those ia power to degrade you 
in the eyes of your countrymen, so as to shield themselves from the just 
blame of having committed the greatest and most damning blunder of 
the war, there can be no question. 

Had the first Bull Run been a victory, as it unquestionably would 
have been, had you been permitted to carry out your plan, there would 
have been no second Bull Run, and no second fight of any import- 
ance after that. The war would have been over long ago, countless mil- 
lions of treasure, and, more valuable still, countless (almost) valuable 
lives would have been spared, and to-day would have found us a happy 
(except the manners) and a united people. 

That is, in. a few words, my opinion of your book, and knowing its 
beloved author as I do know him, I feel assured the plan, so well con- 
sidered and so justly approved by his military genius and skill, would 
have been in every detail eminently successful. 

I rejoice to see, even away out here on our Western prairies, a great 
desire on the part of the people to see the book, and those who have seen 
it are not slow to do justice to its distinguished author. The administra- 
tion have done their best to make your name infamous ; the people will 
take care now that it is made famous. 

Your sincere friend and comrade, 

' Isaac R. Diller. 
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I 
No. 504 WALNTrT Street, 

Philadelphia, March 25thj 1865. 
Major-General Patterson. 

Dear General : Permit me gratefully to acknowledge your kind- 
ness in sending me, under your own signature, a copy of your " Narrative 
of the Campaign of 1861." I am pleased to assure you, General, that 
to all with whom I have conversed on the subject I have invariably 
spoken, as I felt, proudly of the position which you assumed in the out- 
set of this trouble, while I attempted in my unskilful way to vindicate 
your services in the field, and now I am happy to be enabled to confirm 
my assertions by the record. 

Accept the assurances of my high regard, and believe me ever, 
Most respectfully and truly yours, 

Arthur M. Burton. 



155 NoKTH Tenth Stkbbt, March 28th, 1865. 
Dear General: 

I know of how little value must be the judgment on military move- 
ments of a man " who never set a squadron in the field," but there are 
points of evidence in the book containing a " Narrative of the Campaign 
in the Valley of the Shenandoah " which satisfy civilians that the com- 
mander of the United States army there did all that could be done, and 
it seems evident that such was and such is the opinion of those who had 
then and have now the direction of the military affairs of the country. 
I am, with great respect, 

Your friend and servant, 

Jos. K. Chandler. 
Genbeal Kobekt Pattbeson. 



Reading, March 29th, 1865. 
Dear Sir: 

I received a copy of the " Narrative of the Campaign in the Valley of 
the Shenandoah in the Summer of 1861," for which you will please ac- 
cept my thanks. I must ask your indulgence for my neglect in not ac- 
knowledging the receipt of it sooner. 

I read your Narrative with much interest, having been in a position 
during that campaign, as chief of Major-General Keira's staff", which 
enabled me to be generally informed as to ihe character of the instruc- 
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tions under which you acted, and also the motives and reasons for the 
course you pursued. My opinion has always been that your manage- 
ment of that campaign was in every respect able and judicious, and that 
you are in no wise responsible for the disaster of Bull Run. On the con- 
trary, my firm belief is, and always was, that had you beeil permitted to 
carry out your views, unfettered by higher powers, not a man of John- 
ston's force would have reached Bull Run. 'These convictions I have 
frequently expressed, and they were not formed hastily, but are based on 
the best information and on personal observation. 

I have no doubt your Narrative will remove whatever unjust impres- 
sions had been made on the public mind in regard to your campaign, by 
misrepresentations made by the ignorant, and by persons whose own 
conduct prior to the battle of Bull Run was the cause of the disaster. 
Very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

Samuel L. Young. 
To Major-Gbneral Robbrt Patterson. 



226 Walnut Street, 3d March, 1865. 
Geneeal R. Patterson. 

My deae Sie : I have to acknowledge the receipt of a copy of your 
" Narrative of the Campaign in the Shenandoah Valley in 1861," for 
which please accept my cordial thanks. I have read your statement 
with a great deal of interest, as well as a deep feeling of pleasure. I am 
rejoiced to know that you have at last been enabled to do yourself the 
justice, to which you were long ago entitled at the hands of others. 

Your " Narrative " is unanswerable, your evidence is conclusive, and 
if the jury to which you appeal does not find a verdict in your favor, I 
can only say. General, that I shall then have as little confidence in the 
intelligence and honesty of the American people, as I now have in the 
integrity of their constitutional form of government. The latter is fast 
melting away. 

With feelings of the kindest regard. General, permit me to subscribe 
myself. 

Your friend, 

Geo. Bull. 
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S. E. COR. Sixth anb Wainut Streets, 

Philadelphia, April 1st, 1865. 

Sir. J. G. Eosengarten begs leave to present his respectful compli- 
ments to Major-General Patterson, and to acknowledge the receipt of 
the " Narrative of the Campaign in the "Valley of the Shenandoah in 
1861." He had already read it, and put it among the records of the 
■war for preservation, and was and is glad to be one of the very large 
number of persons who join in bearing testimony to the successful 
vindication established by it. 

Major-Gbnkral B. Patterson. 



Frankfort, Kt., March 3d, 1865. 
My dear Sir : 

Since my last brief note, I have read very carefully " A Narrative of 
the Campaign in the Valley of the Shenandoah in 1861, by Robert Pat- 
terson, late Major-General of Volunteers," and feel it my duty, as it is 
my pleasure, to say that whoever else is responsible for that terrible dis- 
aster your vindication fully exonorates you. 

Very respectfully, your old friend and attorney, 

Leslie Combs. 
Major-Gknbral Bobkrt Patterson. 



Easton, Md., March. 8th, 1865. 
My dear General : 

' Mr. Williams yesterday handed me at my office the handsome edition 
of your defence, for which accept my acknowledgments. I shall read 
it with pleasure as soon as I return from Caroline Court, where I go to- 
morrow, to remain for ten days. I will then give you my views. But it 
is not necessary for me to wait until I read it. The review in The Press 
gives extracts enough to satisfy any one. Mr. Williams has read it, and 
says it is irresistible and unanswerable. 

I will lend it to Captain Hardcastle while I am gone. His judgment, 

being a West Point military man, is worth something. I think it will 

put you thoroughly right in a matter in which you have been greatly 

wronged, and have suffered much. I think you showed wisdom in the 

■ selection of the time of your defence for many reasons. 

Yours, &c., 
, Saml. Hambleton. 
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Philadelphia, April 4th, 1865. 
General Eobeet Patterson. 

Dear Sir : Permit me to return you my sincere and grateful acknowl- 
edgments for the history of your campaign, which I shall treasure 
among my keepsakes as a memento of personal friendship and kindly 
regard. The vindication is full and complete. 

' With renewed sentiments of esteem, 

I remain very respectfully, 

F. Harold Dupfee. 



Clbvbland, Ohio, April 8th, 1865. 
General R. Patterson, 

Philadelphia. 
Dear Sir: Yours of the 31st ult. is received, and also your "Narrative 
of the Shenandoah Campaign of 1861." 

I was at that time with the Ohio troops on the Cheat River, and my 
impression has been till now, that the rebel General Johnston left your 
front without your knowledge. Your pamphlet corrects this false opin- 
ion, and places your conduct on the Potomac in to me a new and highly 

favorable light. 

Yours respectfully and truly, 

Charles "Whittlesey. 



29 South Sixth Street, April 8th, 1865. 
My dear Sir : 

Please accept my thanks for the copy of your " Narrative of the Shen- 
andoah Campaign in 1861." 

Its perusal has dispelled the erroneous view that I hitherto entertained, 
that the disasters of the first battle of Bull Run, which produced so many 
lamentable consequences, were in a great measure attributable to your 
misconduct. 

I am greatly obliged to you for the means by which I was undeceived, 

and again thank you for the opportunity of making some reparation for 

the wrong (though only in thought), of which I was unwittingly guilty 

towards you. Doubtless many have been erroneously impressed like 

myself, and your " Narrative'' will afford to them, as it did to me, light, 

and conviction of their error. 

Truly yours, 

Moses A. Dropsie. 
General Egbert Patterson. 
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272 W. LexinqIon Street, 
I Baltimoke, Monday, April 10th, 1865. 

My dear Sie: 

I received on Saturday a nice pamphlet, entitled Shenandoah Valley 
Campaign, 1861, which, from the initials on the envelope, I suppose to 
have been addressed by yourself, and for which, therefore, I make at 
once my acknowledgments. 

Some of us here were pretty well informed as to the circumstances of 
your command in the Valley, and I do not think that you were gener- 
ally, in this community, misjudged or held responsible for things over 
which you had not the control. General Scott, to be sure, spoke of you 
subsequently as the chief. Such an ungenerous fling was probably nat- 
ural in the midst of his own bitter mortification ; but it was well under- 
stood at the time, even without access to the dispatches, that you did 
not hold such plenary powers, either in form or substance. 

At first, some persons, under the influence of traditional admiration of 
the General-in-chief, regarded the movements in the Valley as steps in a 
profound strategy. I confess that I could not share in this opinion, but 
looked upon the manoeuvring as quite unsystematic, and as contrasting 
unfavorably with that of the rebels. Both parties had divided their 
forces, but the rebel troops radiated, so to speak, while we were acting 
tangentially to a large arc, and in the faculty of speedy concentration, 
were always ou the average thirty hours behind our enemy. So Jo. 
Johnston retreats before you, knowing that he was thus coming nearer, 
his ceritre, and a junction with Beauregard, whenever necessary, and 
knowing moreover that Harper's Ferry, being a totally untenable place, 
Winchester was for all intents and purposes Harper's Ferry. He had 
no intention of coming over into Maryland at that time ; a movement 
in Maryland was believed to be shivering in the wind; would have 
only damaged their prospect. Johnston's was therefore an army of ob- 
servation more emphatically than your own. If you were there to 
amuse him, he was also there to amuse you; while at any moment he 
could get back to where he might be wanted, as at Bull Run or Manas- 
sas, sooner by a day than you could, if you started at the same moment. 
Johnston staid there longer than he need have done, for he was deceived 
as to the amount of your force ; when he spoke of your thirty thousand 
men, he thought you had them. If he had known your actual numbers 
and your utter deficiency in artillery, he would have attacked you in- 
stead of falling back. Such mistakes of theirs were, I thought and 
think, a blindness inflicted by Providence. Thus, when, about the mid- 
dle of May, the first rebel demonstration was made at the Long Bridge, 
and instead of coming on when they could readily have occupied the 
town, they withdrew. I being in Washington at the time said to my 
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friend Prof. Baehe, " They are judged and condemned ; they will never 
recover the game." General Scott was under the instinctive domain of 
this exclusive idea, viz., that the rebs would seize Washington, as of course 
ought to have been technically their first step. Indeed, I heard him say 
about that period that he was thinking of nothing else, and was virtu- 
ally leaving other things to take care of themselves. Hence came his 
failure to prescribe any plan for your operations, and his interfering only 
so far as to prevent your own plans from being carried out. In fact I 
came at that time reluctantly to the conviction of his entire incompe- 
tency; a conviction which his resignation not long after served to show he 
shared in himself. 

Not however to prolong these remarks, into which I have been quite 
unintentionally drawn, when my duty was simply to acknowledge a 
courtesy, I will only add that the pamphlet abundantly exculpates you 
from any blame in the premises, and ought to contribute to the establish- 
ment of that truth and justice which, unfortunately, republics are not 
proverbial for recognizing and rendering at the right time. In the calm 
■which I trust is approaching, many of us will, or all should, remember 
and honor those citizens who distinguished themselves as among the first 
to step forward in a season of doubt and peril ; among those you have 
an indefeasible place. 

I remain, dear sir. 

With great respect, &c., 

J. H. Alexander. 



Ekib, April 10th, 1865. 
General Egbert Patterson, 

Philadelphia. 

My dear Sir : You will please accept my thanks for your kindness 
in sending me the "Narrative of the Campaign in the Valley of the 
Shenandoah in 1861." I have read it with care and interest, and am 
highly pleased to see how triumphantly the evidence vindicates you, and 
so completely exonerates you from any shadow of blame in that cam- 
paign. I always felt confident such was the truth of the matter, but 
never before was able to see the evidence. 

It is as I supposed you were not a supporter of Mr. Lincoln's measures 
right or wrong, consequently must be sacrificed. 

Eespectfully your obedient servant, 

James C. Marshall. 
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Elkton, Md., April 11th, 1865. 
My dear Geneeal: 

. . . The Narrative was received, though not until the lapse of one or 
two weeks after you left it with my daughter. I was at first too unwell 
to read it, but as I grew better I took it up and perused it with very 
great pleasure. It is a most admirably written document, and presents 
a very strong, lucid, and satisfactory vindication of your military career 
in the Shenandoah Valley, and points unmistakably to the true source 
of the defeat at Bull Run, if that disaster lies at the door of any one 
individual. You have exposed, too, the base conduct of certain partisan 
members of Congress in a way which should make it a reproach to them 

while they live. 

Very truly yours, 

John C. Geoome. 



Easton, April 11th, 1865. 
Majoe-General Eobeet Patteeson. 

Gbneeal : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yours of 
the 7th inst. ; also the " Narrative of the Campaign of 1861 in the Val- 
ley of th6 Shenandoah," which I have perused, and find it a very correct 
statement of the events, as far as they came to my knowledge. I often 
refer to that campaign with lively reflections, and I am pleased to say 
that my associations were of the most pleasant character, and particu- 
larly with the attention I received at your hands. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. M. YoHE. 



Philadelphia, April 12th, 1865. 

To Majoe-Geneeal Robbet Patteeson. 

Dear Sie : I have read with care and great satisfaction the " Narra- 
tive" of your campaign in the Shenandoah Valley in the spring and 
summer of 1861. I was prepared to expect, from what I had heard 
from other sources, that if the official documents, containing the orders, 
correspondence, &c., between the General-in-chief and yourself should 
ever be made public, the character of certain important incidents of that 
campaign would appear in a very different light from that in which, 
owing to the blunders of some and the malevolence of others, it was de- 
sired it should appear. The anticipation proves to have been true ; but 
I was scarcely prepared for so full and ample a vindication of your course 
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as is presented in the " Narrative." The evidence being mainly from 
the public archives, the War Department and Senate Chamber, is incon- 
trovertible and without doubt, and leaves the blame of the " Bull Run " 
disaster on those immediately concerned in precipitating the conflict, and 
those who controlled our forces when it came on. The usual apology for 
this defeat has been, that they were misled in supposing that up to the 
hour of battle, Johnston was held in check at Winchester by your forces, 
instead of which he suddenly appeared on the field with powerful rein- 
forcements, and changed tte fortunes of the day. It is now put beyond 
dispute that you did hold him in check for a considerable period beyond 
the time when you were bound to suppose, from the dispatch of the Gen- 
eral-in-chief, the battle at Bull Run had been fought, and when he 
moved from Winchester towards Manassas, you informed the General- 
in-chief of that fact, which he received the day before the battle. The 
battle offered next day, in the afternoon, after the information had been 
received, was not in ignorance, therefore, of the possibility of Johnston's 
co-operation with the enemy, although it was impossible for you to know 
it, but it was in disregard of it by those who ordered it. If, indeed, 
Johnston's arrival had any material influence on the result, a matter 
which the oflScers examined before the Committee on the Conduct of the 
War seem to negative, you were not to blame. You had accomplished 
with your inferior forces what you were ordered to do, and when John- 
ston moved, gave timely warning, so that the battle might have been 
postponed until your arrival, or indefinitely, if deemed best, as at that 
time the rebels did not design to attack our forces in position, as all sub- 
sequent accounts go to show. I rejoice that you have vindicated the 
truth of history and yourself in this particular. Not only did you owe 
it to yourself and your companions in arms, but to the State, most par- 
ticularly sensitive and anxious for the honor of her soldiers, from which 
you served. I am far from being a competent military critic, but I pro- 
fess some experience in deducing from plain facts what they tend to prove, 
and that the facts alluded to do most clearly establish the conclusions I 
have drawn, greatly increases the pleasure with which I subscribe myself, 

Most truly, your friend, 

James Thompson. 



PiTTSBTTKG, April 12th, 1865. 
Dear General: 

Absence from home prevented an earlier perusal of your virtuous and 
complete defence. 

I sincerely trust public opinion, which, from ignorance of the facts, has 
been most uncharitable in your case, will be corrected by your statement. 
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Your situation at Martinsburg, in July, 1861, was extremely embar- 
rassing. A superior force of the enemy intrenched in your front, with 
railroad communications direct to Richmond, also one to Harper's Ferry, 
covering your left flank, having no cavalry to cut these communications 
or keep you informed of the movements of the enemy, no reserve either 
at Williamsport, Hagerstown, or Harrisburg, and only limited supplies 
at either point, and worse than all, ambiguous instructions, I cannot 
comprehend the justice of expecting you to hold Johnston at Winchester. 
If he was unable or unwilling (?) to fight you in his works, he would 
have done just as he did do, otherwise there might have been two de- 
feated armies. 

While Winchester was your objective point, I questioned then the pro- 
priety of attacking Johnston in Winchester ; subsequent events have 
sustained this opinion. Our movement should have been to the left, 
threatening the enemy's lines of communication, or compelling him to 
fight us on ground of our own choosing. But to do this judiciously, you 
required a garrison or reserve at both Williamsport and Harper's Ferry, 
otherwise your limited supplies would soon be exhausted. 

I shall take occasion to refer more fully, if acceptable to you, on this 
point hereafter. 

The rapid change of public sentiment and public policy contributed 
largely to the prejudices in your case, and left you no arbiter but history. 

There must be a Ney and a Grouchy in every Waterloo, and it is the 
opportunity of those highest in authority to name them. 

In haste, yours very truly, 

James S. Negley. 



Philadelphia, April 12th, 1865. 
Major-Geneeal Robeet Patteeson. 

Deae Sir : Many thanks for the " Campaign in the Valley of the 
Shenandoah in 1861," just received. I at first thought it was sent me 
as secretary, &c., but now take it as a kindness to myself personally, 
which I appreciate highly. On every occasion when necessary, and they 
have heen few, I have been invariably on your side of the question, and 
contended that whatever the result of that campaign, the superior oflScer, 
and not yourself, was responsible for it ; that you performed your whole 
duty by obeying faithfully and promptly the orders of your superior 
officer ; that you had not, as Blucher had, the power of acting indepen- 
dently, according to the dictates of your own judgment, &c. I will take 
the earliest opportunity of giving your kind present a careful perusal. 

I remain, very respectfully, &c., 
. H. L. Speoat. 
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April 17th, 1865. 
Majoe-Geneeal Patteeson. 

Deae Sie : I thank you for a copy of your able and conclusive 
"Narrative of the Campaign in the Shenandoah Valley in 1861," the 
perusal of which has afforded me great satisfaction and instruction. 

Whatever errors may remain in the public mind, they must be dis- 
pelled by so clear an exposition of historical truth. 

I remain, very respectfully yours, &c., 

Thomas A. Budd. 



Fkanklin, Pa., April 19th, 1865. 
Geneeal : 

I have delayed ackno\yledging the receipt of your " Narrative " until 
I could have time to read it carefully through. You have placed me 
under obligation to you, by sending it to me, as I consider it a very 
important and valuable contribution to the history of the war. After a 
perusal of it, and I had no doubts before that you were wronged, I think 
nothing further is needed to clear your record before the country, unless, 
indeed, as we have reason to fear, truth and justice no longer sway the 
popular judgment. 

One's indignation and amazement are excited at reading the reasons 
advanced by some of General Scott's friends, against granting you a 
court of inquiry, lest blame or censure would attach to his shoulders, 
after being removed from yours by the investigation. "Let justice be 
done though the heavens fall," is a very trite saying, but seems to have 
been forgotten in your case. The fear expressed by Secretary Cameron, 
that General Scott might be censured as a result of the investigation, 
should have been a convincing argument for granting it at once. One 
is almost induced to believe that all desire of doing justice to our gen- 
erals by the administration has been lost, if there was ever such a desire. 

Your "Narrative," giving the plain, unvarnished facts in the case, 
must convince the public that you have been cruelly wronged. It is 
said that time at last sets all things even, and I believe will persuade all 
reasonable men, that you acted the part of a good and true soldier, in 
not exposing your little force against overwhelming odds, without a 
prospect of success; in obeying orders to the letter when no discretion 
was allowed; of reporting for the information of the commander-in- 
chief all the circumstances ; and, finally, when his words were ambigu- 
ous, in asking him directly, whether or not, situated as you were, you 
" should attack." 

No one can fail to see now, that General Scott advanced his army to 
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Bull Run, and ordered McDowell to attack, when he knew that the 
enemy had been reinforced by Johnston. Had Bull Run been a victory 
nothing would have been said about .it, but as it proved a disastrous 
reverse, some one must bear the blame, and that one must not be 
General Scott. 

In waiting so long as you have, when no possible harm could arise 
from the publication of your book, you have done well. To bear so 
long the undeserved rebuke and censure you have received, in calm con- 
fidence in the return of reason, and trusting that rectitude of conduct 
and principle will come out clear at last, you have shown a remarkable 
degree of patience and forbearance. 

Not for the purpose of clearing away doubts, for I entertained none, 
but for giving me a clearer and more intelligent opinion on the matter, 
I am indebted to your " Narrative." Your numerous friends through 
the country will rejoice that you have treated the subject so dignifiedly, 
so ably, and so clearly. Henceforth to charge you with dereliction of 
duty in the campaign of the Shenandoah, will be to stamp upon the 
author of the charge, both ignorance and bigotry. 

Your obedient servant, 

Geoege R. Snowden. 
Major-Genbral Egbert Patterson, 

Philadelphia. 



April 24th, 1865. 
My dear General : 

The sad event that has recently transpired, is, I am confident, a suffi- 
cient excuse for not replying to your very kind communication before 
this. The " Shenandoah Valley Campaign," shall always be cherished 
by me and mine, and I am proud that my General has dedicated so 
valuable a work to the men of his command. Their interest in this 
case has not been overlooked, and it is, as no doubt you intended it to 
be, a beautiful evidence of the simplicity of our noble form of govern- 
ment. Well may the aristocracy of foi'eign lands fail to understand 
that this country can send out general officers and soldiers, who can per- 
form their parts as brave men should, and subsequently return to their 
abodes, and continue their civil pursuits, as only those who live under 
this great republic know how to do. 

I am, General, your obedient servant, 

Louis M. Chasteau. 
Major-Geneeal K. Patterson. 
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WiLMiNaioN, Del., April 26th, 1865. 
General : 

I have received, through our mutual friend, Mr. Daniel Lammot, Jr., 
of this city, a copy of your " Narrative of the Campaign in the Valley 
of the Shenandoah in 1861." 

It has been my opinion that great injustice was done you by the 
press, and some military men, in regard to your conduct in that cam- 
paign, and it needed not an attentive perusal of your "Narrative" to 
convince me that my opinion was well-founded. 

I believe that a correct judgment will be hereafter pronounced by our 
people, so soon as the history of operations in the Valley subsequent to 
yours, and a knowledge of the geography of the area of country em- 
braced in your book, are made known to them. 

Sincerely wishing you continued health, happiness, and prosperity, 
I remain, General, very truly and respectfully. 

Your friend, 

John E. Kenly, 
Brigadier-General Volunteers. 
Major-Gbnbkal Eobbkt Patterson, 

Philadelphia, Pa. 



Boston, April 27th, 1865. 
To Major-General R. Patterson. 

Dear Sir : I have had much pleasure in reading your " Campaign 
in the Shenandoah," and can easily realize how unpleasantly you have 
been situated. Compelled to bear the uncharitable opinions of the public, 
who have gotten their information through the medium of the press — 
too often partisan — this brief account will do much towards regulating 
those opinions. 

At the beginning of this war, too much of the political influence that 
swayed the masses in civil affairs was incorporated in the army, and 
these principles have raised up" and crushed down', regardless of merit 
and service, while in the place of support and encouragement, not a few 
of our civil officers have used their positions to detract from the claims 
of those who have come forward to serve their country. 

While we trust that some impartial historian of a future generation 
will give each " hero of the hour " his true status, placing each name on 
the page with the just award of his seryices, we all pray and labor for 
the restoration of our government and country. 

I am sir, your obedient servant, 

J. B. Beown. 
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Philadelphia, April 28th, 1865. 
Majoe-Geneeal Patteeson. 

Deae Sie : I found your " Narrative of the Campaign of 1861 " on 
Ejy desk, which I have perused with much pleasure, and thank you for 
sending me. / always believed that you had been foully slandered, and 
had been basely made the scapegoat to bear the sins of others, whose 
senility and imbecility had brought that disgrace on our arms. 

The political inquisition of Congress was carried on with all the fairness 
and regard for trvih that adorns the history of ecclesiastical inquisitions 
by the disciples of St. Dominic. I now have proof that the opinion I 
had formed was correct. 

With highest respect and esteem, I am yours truly, 

E. C. Geiee. 



Mbadvillj;, May 4th, 1865. 
My deae Sie: 

I received not long since through the post-office " A Narrative of the 
Campaign of 1861 in the Valley of the Shenandoah," and judging from 
the handwriting on the envelope, I supposed it to have been sent by you. 
I read the " Narrative " with more than ordinary interest and attention 
to the details of facts it purports to give ; and this from the simple con- 
sideration that, with the multitude, I have been unfavorably impressed 
with the management and results of that campaign. The ' vindication, 
however, of yourself, and of the course pursued by you on that occasion, 
is in my judgment most perfectly demonstrated by the "Narrative," and 
it was no less due to yourself than it was to the public and the cause of 
truth that it should be published as early as it was. 

Mr. Greeley's " American Conflict" speaks of that campaign in accord- 
ance with the public sentiment of it at the time ; but there can be no 
doubt that his honesty and candor will prompt him to a correction of the 
error, and thus spare a worthy citizen and able commander from the 
odium which the present edition of the " Conflict " is well designed to 
inflict upon him. 

With my best wishes for your greatest tranquillity of heart and of 
mind, in the declining years of an already protracted and useful life, 
I remain your obedient servant, 

David Deeickson. 

Major-Gbnbeal Eobekt Pattbeson, 

Philadelphia. 
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I 

Philadelphia, May 4th, 1865. 
Majoe-Geneeal Patteeson. 

Dear Sie : I had the honor a short time since of acknowledging 
receipt of your " Narrative of the Campaign in the Valley of the Shen- 
andoah." 

Since then I have read it carefully, and now do myself the pleasure of 
expressing to you my congratulations on the complete vindication it pre- 
sents of your official course. 

Your book rises however above a mere personal defence. In itself it 
forms an interesting and valuable chapter in the history of the " Great 
Rebellion," and gives to yourself, and the gallant officers and men under 
you, the place they so well deserve in the affections of the republic. 

With best wishes for your continued health and happiness, 

I remain, yours truly, 

William C. Bakee. 



Albxanbria, Va., May 5th, 1865. 
Geneeal : 

Permit me to convey to you my sincere thanks for the copy of the 
Narrative of the Campaign in the Valley of the Shenandoah you so 
kindly sent me by my esteemed friend, Mrs. Abercrombie. 

I have read with no ordinary gratification the details you have pre- 
sented, the official documents you have published, and the history of 
that campaign you have made public. 

It seems to me a most triumphant vindication of your administration 
of affairs while in command of that department. 

But more than that, it adds materially to the history of the times, and 
will correct in the minds of many a prejudice that may have been en- 
tertained against you. 

I am familiar with a portion of the operations under your direction, 
through Colonel Seward, with whom I have talked on the subject of 
your campaign, and you may rely that those who served with you bear 
testimony in your favor. 

Again thanking you for your consideration, 

I am. General, with much respect. 
Very truly yours, 

J. G. C. Lee. 
General E. Patterson, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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May lOth, 1865. 
General: 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your " Narrative of 
the Campaign of 1861 in the Shenandoah Valley." 

Its perusal has confirmed the favorable judgment I had previously 
formed of your military character and conduct, for the misrepresenta- 
tions of a party press could not altogether hijie the truth from a diligent, 
and I may add an unprejudiced, inquirer. 

With many thanks for the gift, I remain. 

Your obliged and obedient servant, 

J. K. Akmsteong. 
General Pattbkson. 



West Philadelphia, May 12tli, 1865. 
Majoe-Geneeal Robeet Patterson. 

My deae Sie : I received yesterday the volume on the " Campaign 
in the Valley of the Shenandoah," which you did me the honor to send 
me, and I beg you to accept my grateful acknowledgments for it. 

My knowledge of military matters is, of course, extremely limited, 
but I shall embrace the earliest opportunity to read this volume, as re- 
lating to an interesting part of the history of our country, and as illus- 
trating your agency and services in the war connected with the existence 
of our Union, and in defence of the government of our country, and I 
shall ever cherish a grateful sense of your kindness in sending it to me. 

I am, with great respect. 

Sincerely and truly yours, 

Albert Barnes. ' 



1226 SPRtrcB Street, May ISth, 1865. 
Dear Sir: 

I thank you for the copy of the Campaign in the Shenandoah Valley 
you have been so kind as to send me, and which only came to my notice 
a day or two since. 

I have heard from more than one quarter (and that without regard to 
the political opinions of the speaker) that it is a most thorough vindica- 
tion of your military skill, and the gallantry and conduct of your com- 
mand during the arduous service you were engaged in, and that you 
have most completely refuted the slanders of those who, partly no doubt 
from ignorance, but chiefly from malevolent feeling, undertook to ques- 
tion your ability. 
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I Heed scarcely add, that while I rejoice you have made this public 

exposition of the matter no such proof was needed by me to be satisfied 

you had entirely done your duty throughout the whole campaign. 

I remain, very sincerely yours, 

Geobge W. Biddle. 
General Egbert Patterson. 



Washington, D. C, May 15th, 1866. 
General Egbert Patterson, 

Philadelphia. 

My dear General: I have read with much interest and pleasure 
your " Shenandoah Valley Campaign of 1861." It is a complete vindi- 
cation from the charges so industriously circulated against you soon after 
the first Bull Run. 

There were other sufficient causes for our defeat without accusing you 
of mismanagement. 

I remain. General, 

Very truly yours, 

S. P. Heintzelman, 

Major-General. 



New York, May 19th, 1865. 
Dear Major-General R. Patterson: 

Thanks for copy of Shenandoah Campaign. Your argument is clear, 
terse, crushing. I wish the defence had as wide a circulation as the 
attack. 

Republics demand heroes for victims. You were standing on the 
doorstep of the war, hence all saw you, and fired without regard to 
sense or reason. Away from the country I caught up the cry and called 
you traitor. None regret more than I do the cry that went the rounds, 
and I am glad to see by your well-written statement that the official 
documents indorse all your positions. 

I shall be glad to meet you when again in your city. 

Sincerely, 

Geo. Francis Train. 



May 19th, 1865. 
My dear Sir: 

I am much obliged by your present of a copy of the " Campaign in 
the Shenandoah." 

I am very glad you assumed the task of leaving to posterity so clean 
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and enduring a monument of your faithful services in the line of duty 
and the cause of your country. 

With high regard, 

Stephen Benton. 
To Majoe-Gbnbral Eobkkt Pattersoit. 



Philadelphia, May 23d, 1865. 
Robert Patterson, Esq. 

Dear Sir : I herewith acknowledge the receipt of your " Narrative 
of the Campaign in the Valley of the Shenandoah in 1861." 

Please accept my thanks for your kind reraembraiarce. , At an early 
date I was placed in a proper knowledge of the facts from a friend who 
received his information from General Negley, who had been under 
your command, since which I have never hesitated to endeavor to cor- 
rect misrepresentations, when made in my presence. 

You could not be censured by any one but for the general ignorance 
of your persecutors of the geography of that part of Virginia, and their 
strict adherence to party discipline at the sacrifice of justice, which for 
the last few years has been of such vindixstive character. 

With my best wishes for your good health and happiness, I remain. 
Respectfully your friend, 

Michael V. Baker. 



New Yokk, May 24th, 1865. 
Major-General Robert Patterson, 

Philadelphia. 

My dear General : I have read with much attention and interest 
the defensive Narrative of your Campaign in 1861 on the Potomac. It 
seems an unanswerable vindication of the able performance of your duty, 
and the accomplishment, too, with a force really inadequate, of the ob- 
ject of the government, so long and so far as specifically made known to 
you. My military opinion is now of no consequence to you. I merely 
write to assure you of the sympathy and high regard of an old compan- 
ion in arms arid friend. 

P. St. Geo. Cooke, 

Brigadier-General, U. S. A. 



Hartford, May 27th, 1865. 
General: 

I have read your Narrative, and it appears to me to be a complete 
vindication of yourself. I thank you for sending me a copy, for it is 
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much more agreeable to have a good opinion of those who have been 
defenders of our country in her hour of peril, than to suspect them of 
being in any degree influenced by unworthy motives. 

Trusting that you may receive ample justice, not only in the page of 
history, but during your own lifetime, I have the honor to be, with high 
respect, 

Your obedient servant, 

ChAELES J. HOADLY. 
Majoe-Geneeal Patteeson, Philadelphia. 



Headquaeteks XJ. S. Teoops, City and Haeboe, 
Nbw Toek, June 2d, 1865. 

General Eobeet Patterson, 

Philadelphia, Pa. 

My dear Sir: I duly received your "Shenandoah Valley Cam' 
paign of 1861," and was glad to read a formal and extended narrative 
of facts which had before been partially understood by me and by the 
public at large. I think " Truth lies hid in a well," General, but it is 
pretty certain to be discovered at last. Now that the war is about 
over, people will have the leisure to write and to read the memoirs of ' 
its actors, to sift evidence, and arrive at just conclusions, and it is evi- 
dent that you and your cDmmand need nothing more. 
With many thanks I remain. General, 

Yours, most respectfully, 

L. C. Hunt, 

Major Fourteenth Infantry, Brigadier-General Volunteers. 



Lewistown, Pa., June 2d, 186S. 
Majoe-Geneeal Patteeson. 

Dear Sir : The notice of your Campaign in the Shenandoah Valley, 
as published in the Presbyterian, received to-day, pleased me much, al- 
though late, and reminded me of my own negligence in not acknowledg- 
ing your kind remembrance relative to the copy I received from you, of 
the first one thousand published, I suppose. 

Your friends in this Juniata County understood the aifair very well 
immediately after the defeat ; ofiicers and men were in it, and with you. 

Cameron, to do you justice, would not plant thorns in the pillow of 

6 
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General Scott! He forgot the wise and appropriate saying, "Let jus- 
tice be done, &c." 

Very truly yours, 

E. Banks. 



Philadelphia, June 10th, 1865. 

To Majoe-General Egbert Patterson. 

Dear Sir : The volume upon the Shenandoah campaign you kindly 
sent me about the time of my setting out for the General Assembly, and 
I have just found time to finish its perusal. 

This volume cannot fail to remove false impressions, so natural in a 
time of feverish excitement and profound anxiety. In the cooler mo- 
ments of the present hour I doubt not there will be every disposition to 
see and acknowledge the truth, and to do honor to all the heroic men 
who have aided in saving our country from the most formidable insur- 
rection of all history. 

Your case seems to be a very clear one. It is amazing that you were 
kept in ignorance of the fact that the battle at Manassas had not yet 
been fought, when you had every reason to believe that it was trium- 
phantly over. 

But the thing is now past, and I trust you may live many years to 
enjoy, not only the consciousness of having done your duty, but the 
grateful approval of those who through years of misapprehension looked 
upon your course with disapproval. 

Respectfully and truly yours, 

W. P. Breed. 



New Tokk, June 13th, 1865. 
Majoe-General Patterson. 

My dear Sir : I had the honor some weeks since of receiving your 
account of the campaign of 1861. 

I did not at the time acknowledge such receipt, as I go every evening 
to Tarrytown, some twenty-seven miles from this city. I could only 
look at it on my return home at that place. 

My nephew. Captain Windle, now living at Tarrytown (and who, I 
believe, took you and your command to Mexico when we were at war 
with that power), expressed a desire to look at your book, with which I 
conlplied, and I believe it met the usual fate of borrowed books, and 
went the rounds of his neighbors. It has now, however, been returned, 
and is before me. 
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Your exposition convinces me of what I fully believed to be facts at 
the dates referred to, but not being well versed in military or other 
strategy, I did not then clearly understand. The truth is, and I so con- 
tended at the time, that in the late outbreak our people did not compre- 
hend its enormous proportions, and consequences of the questions in- 
volved in it; the would-be statesmen (but mere politicians), and all men 
of single ideas, had not the mental or moral capacity, and the radicals 
and fanatics would not comprehend it ; true statesmen and patriots at 
home and abroad foresaw and lamented the inevitable results of meas- 
ures tending to such a conflict of arms, and labored in advance to avert 
them, but they were powerless, an epidemic, moral or political madness, 
ruled the hour, and the devastations inseparable from such an event now 
exist, and are being felt throughout the land. God grant that further 
afflictions from such a cause may be spared us. 

I am greatly obliged to you, my dea* sir, for your consideration in 
sending me the book referred to ; I highly appreciate it. 
With great regard, I am, sir. 

Your friend and obedient servant, 

John Bissell. 



Philadelphia, June 15th, 1865. 
General Patteeson. 

Deae Sie : I was yesterday the recipient, by your partiality, of your 
Shenandoah Campaign of 1861. 

I need not tell you how highly I appreciate your favor. "Stand by 
the friends of your father " has always been a home motto ; I did so, and 
I knew I would come out justified. I am more than amazed how you 
bore yourself during the time, that apparently you were unarmed. Of 
one thing all must give you credit for, if nothing else : prudent silence 
until the right time. That time came, and I can exultingly, and with 
heartfelt satisfaction, congratulate you upon your complete refutation of 
the mean slanders of those who did not dare to meet you openly. 

Hoping that your life may be prolonged, and that you may always 
deal with your enemies and detractors as you have in time past, 

I remain, yours sincerely, 

J. L. Ludlow. 



- Philadblphia, June 19th, 1865. 
Deae Sie: 

I am obliged to you for the favor of sending me a copy of your " Nar- 
rative," so well written, and issued with so much taste by the printer. 
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With regard to myself, however, there was no occasion for any vindi- 
cation .of the sort, as I had no wrong impressions to be removed, even 
before I had read it. Every man in public life is a target, and to he 
shot at is a certain penalty that he must pay for his notoriety. 

All the notices which I have seen of your " Narrative " are favorable, 
nor have I met with one disparaging criticism. • 

What a contrast in your position, as well as in your reflections, with 
those of many who have taken part in the late unhappy conflict ! 

May the God of nations cause that this bitter national experience 
shall ultimately prove salutary by its severe lessons. And may the 
sword hereafter sleep in its scabbard until the day of millennial light 
shall have come, when "swords shall be beaten into ploughshares," spears 
into pruning-hooks, and men shall love and learn and practice the art of 
war no more. 

With sincere regard, I am truly yours, 

Joseph H. Jones. 



Mineral Point, Wis., June 21st, 1865. 
My deae Sir: 

I thank you for having sent me a copy of your " Narrative of the 
Campaign in the Valley of the Shenandoah in 1861." I have read it 
with attention, and have derived much satisfaction from its perusal. 
Not that I required this strong testimony as regards the value of your 
military services there; my own opinion of these services had been 
formed at the time the several occurrences took place, from the accounts 
of them as allowed to be published in the newspapers of the day. I had 
always considered you as an ill-used, wrongly judged, and in fact perse- 
cuted officer and patriot. 

You have now combined facts and published statements, which alto- 
gether form a complete justification of your military conduct in the 
campaign of 1861. Such, I believe, will be the public opinion, when it is 
unbiased by prejudice and uncontrolled by political hostility; although 
justice may be tardy, yet it is sure. 

Hitherto you have experienced much injustice, not only from crude 
and hastily formed opinions publicly disseminated by partisan writers, 
but from studied and intentional attacks made by men high in place 
and power, whose ends could only be achieved by assertions of falsehood, 
suppressions of truth, and ideal conclusions drawn from a misrepresenta- 
tion of existing facts. But Truth is the daughter of Time ; and although 
you may regret that your fellow-citizens have been for a moment (care- 
lessly on their own part, or intentionally by others) led into error in judg- 
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ing of your military conduct in the Valley of the Shenandoah, yet your 
proud consolation should be found in the reliance that the truth of his- 
tory will carry down your honorable vindication to future time's, when 
personal enmity and political persecution sha41 alike be consigned to de- 
served oblivion. 

With friendship and esteem, 

I am your obedient servant, 

William E. Smith. 
To Majok-Gbnebal Egbert Patterson, 

Philadelphia. 



Ne-w York, June 28th, 1865. 
Deae Sir: 

A painful and debilitating illness for the last two months has put it 
out of my power to send you an earlier acknowledgment of your note 
and the Narrative of your Campaign in 1861. Since I have in a measure 
recovered my strength, I have read the latter with much interest, and I 
beg you to accept my thanks for it, with the assurance that in my humble 
judgment it is a complete vindication of your course, both as it regards 
obedience of orders and the exercise of sound judgment under difficulties 
incident to the commencement of war. I have not allowed my mind to 
be influenced by public clamor in regard to either men or measures, 
during the late rebellion, and in your ease it only required a clear state- 
ment of the facts to satisfy me on two points, viz., that no blame lay at 
your door for our reverses at Bull Bun, and where any blame (so far as 
your conduct is involved) really does lie for that day's disaster. On this 
latter point it would not become me to say more, so again thanking you 
for the honor you have done me in specially submitting the " Narrative " 
to n\y perusal, I beg leave to subscribe myself, with sincere respect and 
esteem, 

Your friend, &c., 

E. Emmet. 
Majok-Genbral Patterson. 



Philadelphia, June 29th, 1865. 
Major-General Patterson. 

My dear Sir: I thank you for copy of " The Campaign in the Val- 
ley of the Shenandoah." I shall read it with pleasure. I am happy to 
say our late President Lincoln named to a personal friend he considered 
you had been unjustly censured by the growlers, but that he had always 
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had the fullest confidence in you, and that, in his opinion, you had done 
all that man could do ; for myself, I have only had one opinion, that 
is, no one under the circumstances could have done better. 

Very truly yours, &c., 

A. E. McHeney. 



West Point, N. Y., July 2d, 1865. 
My dear Sir: 

I received your "Narrative of the Shenandoah Campaign," and have 
carefully perused it. I was aware of all the prominent points you make 
before, having heard them from Generals Porter and Newton. Hoping 
at this late day the country will award you the credit that has always 
been conceded by officers who knew your situation, I will thank you for 
your attention in sending me your book. 
I remain. General, 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. B. Campbell, 

Captain TJ. S. A. 



629 "Walnut Stbebt, July 3d, 1865. 
General : 

Permit me to thank you for your lucid and brilliant account of the 
campaign in the Valley of the Shenandoah in 1861. 

It is beyond all doubt an irrefragable refutation of all that has or can 
be said as to your course and strategical movements; and if political 
motives and other influences had not been exercised, as I believe, to your 
prejudice, the lines of circumvallation would have inevitably been drawn 
around the foe. 

I am truly yours, 

Lucas Hirst. 
General R. Patterson. 



Empire Ranch, Yuba Co., Cal., 
July 12tli, 1865. 
General Patterson. 

Dear Sir : Your favor, together with your pamphlet, has come to 
hand. I have looked over your defence, carefully examining every 
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order, and feel proud that you have so nobly sustained yourself, and the 
impartial historian must do you justice. I have placed the work in the 
hands of some of our most radical men, those who were the firmest in 
denouncing you ; their mouths are now completely closed. 

General, I expect to visit Philadelphia during the next year, when I 
shall call on you, for it will be such a relief to me to shake the hand of 
one of my old townsmen, who has been so vilely abused, and came out 
of the fire so pure as you have done. Excuse the familiarity of a 
stranger to you, but my heart is in the matter and I must express my 
feelings. 

With many prayers for your future success, 

I hope to ever remain your admiring friend, 

Lyman Ackley. 
General Eobbrt Patterson, Philadelphia. 



Philadelphia, July 14th, 1865. 
Generae E. Patterson. 

Dear Sir : Please accept my thanks for the copy of your " Narra- 
tive of the Campaign in the Valley of the Shenandoah in 1861," kindly 
sent to me a few days since. I have read the same with much interest. 
But clear and strong as this narrative is in your vindication as the com- 
mander of the Army of the Shenandoah, I must be permitted to say it 
was not needed for your complete vindication. Time and the progress 
of events had, in the judgment of all impartial men, already vindicated 
you from charges which were originated and fostered to screen others. 

You have sufiered great injustice, but the liability to such treatment, 

for a time at least, must be incurred by all who assume great responsi- 

bilitiesi 

With great respect, 

Your friend and obedient servant, 

H. K. Linderman. 



204 SotiTH PiFTH Street, 

Philadelphia, July 22d, 1865. 
My dear Sir: 

Absence from the city has prevented me from earlier acknowledging 
the compliment you have been so kind as to pay me in sending me a 
copy of your most interesting book on the " Campaign in the Valley 
of the Shenandoah." 
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I am greatly obliged to you for it, and consider that you have com- 
pletely vindicated yourself against the assaults of your enemies, and 
most successfully justified your whole course in that memorable military 
era of 1861. 

I am very faithfully and truly yours, 

James H. Hoen. 
Major-G-eneral Patterson. 



Philadelphia, July 24th, 1865. 
General E. Patteeson. 

Deae Sie : Better late than never. I ought long since thankfully to 
have acknowledged your kindness iu sending for Mrs. Harris, as well as 
for myself, a copy of your " Campaign in the Valley of the Shenan- 
doah." I waited long in expectation of an opportunity of thanking 
you in person. 

It gives me much pleasure to say to you that I consider the book a 
complete vindication of your conduct as a military man, during that 
trying period in our struggle for the preservation of our nationality. 

I was the more willing to arrive at this conclusion from a considera- 
tion of the kindly terms in which you spoke of our then revered, but now 
lamented, President, Abraham Lincoln. 

Your obedient servant, 

John Haeeis. 



HiLLSBOROiTGH, N. H., July 25th, 1865. 
My deae Geneeal: 

I can hardly find words to express the pleasure I have had in reading 
your triumphant defence, contained in the pamphlet entitled "The 
Shenajidoah Valley," and which some kind friend sent me. You were 
to have been sacrificed to shield the blunders of General Scott and others, 
and he could have the audacity to indorse the attempt in his autobiog- 
raphy ! I can have no patience with the vain old man. His vanity in his 
old age may be excused, but his studied misrepresentations can have no 
excuse. He has ever been unjust to his ofiicers. He never has reported 
the doings of his brigade at the battle of " Lundy's Lane," and assumed 
all the credit of the same in that action, treating his under ofiicers, 
Leavenworth, Brady, Jessup, and McNeil with the greatest injustice, 
and now they are dead, in his autobiography he assumes to himself acts 
performed by them at " Chippewa " and " Lundy's Lane," even to the 
giving of certain orders, given by McNeil alone when Scott was in 
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another part of the field, but which contributed largely to the victory at 
Chippewa. At that time, in the flush of victory, he spoke of the gal- 
lantry of McNeil's movement to his staff, and complimented his bravery 
in his report ; but now he is dead he takes the credit of the afiair to him- 
self, thus taking from the fame of a brave man and misrepresenting his- 
tory. 

In your case, thanks to the telegraph and your own patriotic efforts 
and just action, you have the means of setting yourself right before the 
public, and have used them most adroitly. General Scott, Messrs. Co- 
vode and Gooch must wince under your exposure of their duplicity and 
misrepresentation like so many patients of a skilful physician under the 
application of a blister or cauterization. They deserve it ; I hope they 
may benefit by the application. 

I have " noticed " the pamphlet in The New Hampshire Journal of 
Agriculture, which I edit, and inclose a copy to you. It will meet the 
eyes of fifty thousand readers, and I hope will open them so much that 
they may see that injustice has been done to a meritorious officer of the 
Union army. 

Yours respectfully, 

C. E. Potter. 
General Eobbrt Patterson, Philadelphia, Pa. 



Trenton, N. J., July 27th, 1865. 
General Egbert Patterson. 

Dear Sir: I am much indebted to you for a copy of your very full 
and complete defence of the part taken by you and your command in 
the Shenandoah campaign of 1861. It must be perfectly convincing to 
any unprejudiced mind, while all will unite in commending the patriotic 
motives which controlled your conduct, in quietly submitting to unjust 
censure until such time as the interests of the country could no way be 
afiected by an exposition of the truth. 

The tender regard I ever felt for your son, in return for wonderful 
kindness and courtesy on his part, has made me feel an unusual interest 
in your reputation, which is now so clearly vindicated. 

Very truly yours, 

Caldwell K. Hall. 
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Philadelphia, July 31st, 1865. 
Majoe-Genbral Robert Patteeson. 

My deae Sie : I thank you for the little volume you sent me, in 
regard to the " Campaign in the Valley of the Shenandoah in 1861." 

It is my duty as a gentleman to say, that your simple, modest " Nar- 
rative," backed by official statements, and reliable military testimony, 
appears to me to be conclusive as to the facts therein recited^ 

I never believed for a moment the, absurd accusations against you of 
cowardice and treachery; and I am extremely glad to express my con- 
viction that your whole course at that critical and anxious time was such, 
as under other circumstances, would have won for you the laurels you 
deserved, as a brave, skilful, and cautious leader. 

With great respect I am, yours truly, 

Edw. Millee. 



GrBTTYSBURG, Pa., August 13th, 1865. 

My deae Colonel: 

Until to-day I have not -had leisure to read the "Narrative of the 
Campaign in the Valley of the Shenandoah." 

I have gone through it with care, and it has impressed me as very 
clear, direct, and conclusive. I never read the testimony before the 
Committee on the Conduct of the War, or that part of the report. I 
remember Mr. Blair's remarks in the House, though not the special 
details of it. The " Narrative " has refreshed my memory, and brought 
all the facts distinctly before me. 

I do not see how any one can fail to reach the conclusion of that 
eminently just man, President Lincoln, whose testimony was so frankly 
given. 

I am glad to have been able to obtain an insight into the movements 
of that campaign ; and your brother deserves the thanks of the truth- 
loving public for preparing this work so well, as well as the cpngratula- 
tions of the same class, for the handsome manner of his vindication. 
There is no danger of further question respecting the efficiency of his 
services. 

With great respect, I am, very truly yours, 

Edw. McPheeson. 
Colonel W. 0. Patterson. 



LETTERS FROM DISTINGUISHED MEN. 75 

514 "Walnut Stbebt, August 4th, 1865. 
Dear Sir : 

I received this morning a copy of " The Shenandoah Valley Cam- 
paign," for which I thank you. I had previously read the work with 
much interest. The copy which you sent to my father reached him at 
a time when he was preventeel by illness (still continuing), from reading 
anything. He expressed his pleasure on receiving it, and remarked to 
me that he believed that you had been unjustly treated with regard to 
that campaign. ' 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

William Duane. 
To Gbneeal Eobekt Pattesson. 



August 4tb, 1865. 
My dear General: 

Within a week I have found leisure to read carefully your " Valley 
Campaign." You seem to me to have made out a case so perfect as to 
be beyond cavil ; in fact I believe it has remained unanswered — nor do 
I see how a reply ever can be made. My own opinion is of so little 
value that it would be scarcely worth while to state it, were it not that 
the book itself seems to be an appeal to the great jury of general public 
opinion. 

I have the honor to remain, with great respect and esteem, 

Very sincerely yours, 

S. Weir Mitchell. 
General Patterson. 



Columbia Hall, New Lebanon Springs, 

Columbia Co., N. Y., August 10th, 1865. 
My dear General: 

Several weeks ago I sent your " Narrative of the Campaign in the 
Shenandoah Valley in 1861," to the binders. It was returned in hand- 
some shape, and reached me a week since at this place, where I am 
passing the summer. I have lent the book to a number of persons in 
the hotel, and in every instance it has made a most favorable impression. 
It seems to me that you have succeeded in showing most conclusively 
that the blame did not belong to you. 

I am, with entire sincerity, your friend, 

John Meredith Reed, Jr. 

General Egbert Patterson, Philadelphia. 
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New Orleans, August 10th, 1865. 

Majoe-General Robert Patterson, 

Philadelphia. 

General : I have had the honor to receive from you recently a copy 
of your volume on the campaign of the troops under your command in 
the Valley of the Shenandoah. ' 

I beg leave to return you my sincere thanks for this compliment. I 
have looked carefully over the " Narrative " and proofs, and have found 
in them, what in my judgment is a complete vindication of your 
patriotism, skill, and honor; to all of which I am sure your country- 
men will not fail to do justice. 

I am with great respect, 

Your most obedient servant, 

Thomas J. Durant. 



510 Walnttt Street, August 11th, 1865. 
General Patterson: 

Dear Sir: I received yesterday a copy of the "Narrative" of your 
campaign in the Valley of the Shenandoah, for which I beg you to 
accept my sincere thanks. I had already borrowed and read the book, 
and am very glad to own it, as well as much gratified by the compliment. 

When the bitterness of party rancor dies away, and facts are viewed 
in the light of history, the one, that you were, as you assert and demon- 
strate, hampered with restrictions, left with inadequate forces, and then 
burdened with the responsibility of a catastrophe, which you were ren- 
dered powerless to prevent, will be very prominent. 

The defeat at Bull Run was caused by the impatience of the politi- 
cians at Washington, and they ungenerously endeavored to transfer the 
blame. 

Another fact will show why you were singled out. Whatever else 
may be said, no one can charge you with having lost a battle, or your 
supplies. Your successor, General Banks, who earned for himself the 
soubriquet of " Stonewall Jackson's Commissary," was not only retained 
in command in the Shenandoah Valley, after repeated defeats, but sent 
to the Southwest, where he again signalized himself in the same manner, 
and is yet in command at New Orleans. 

To be perfectly frank, and to express an opinion by no means confined 
to myself, or to any small number, your Democracy was in fault, not 
your strategy, and th^ time will come, when both will be amply vin- 
dicated. 
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It is very strange that Philadelphiaas should be so ready to abandon 
the defence of two of their fellow-citizens, who have done so much to 
enhance their municipal reputation. That you and General McClellan 
are under no ban but that of a party, which is of its own nature 
ephemeral., 

I had no intention of inflicting upon you so long a letter of thanks, 
but I have been led away by the subject. 

My hand is quite tremulous, as I am just recovering from severe sick- 
ness, but I was unwilling to appear even insensible to your kind remem- 
brance by delaying my very cordial acknowledgments. 
I am, dear sir. 

Very respectfully and sincerely yours, 

C. W. LiTTELL. 



Baltimore, August 16th, 1865. 
Geneeal Kobeet Patteeson. 

Geneeal : I am very much obliged for your kindness in sending me, 
through our friend Lieutenant-Colonel Etting, a copy of your " Cam- 
paign in the Valley of the Shenandoah." I had already read it, but was 
very anxious to possess a copy in my library, and am therefore much 
flattered by your personal gift of the volume. 

The future historian of this war will be largely indebted ta you for the 
valuable materials you supply, and especially for those private details 
and motives, which rest only in the memories of the chiefs, who perform 
the chief parts in these great national events. 

This extremely interesting memoir will place the campaign in its true 
historical aspect before the world, and add to the well-deserved fame you 
have so long enjoyed. 

I am. General, with great respect, 

Yours truly, 

Beantz Mayer. 



425 Franklin Street, August 23d, 1865. 
My deae Geneeal : 

You will please accept my kind regards, for placing me in possession 
of your " l^arrative of the Campaign in the Valley of the Shenandoah." 
It fully vindicates and justifies the course pursued by you upon that 
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occasion, and places those who were disposed to reflect upon your action 
liors de combat. 

I have the honor of remaining very truly yours, 

W. H. Keichline. 



Philadelphia, May 12th, 1865. 
General : 

I have read with great interest and much care your late work entitled 
" A Narrative of the Campaign in the Valley of the Shenandoah in 1861," 
and permit rpe to say that, in my judgment, a more complete vindication 
of your whole conduct, under circumstances which at times were very 
trying, if not exceedingly annoying, could not have been compiled. 

No reflecting or unprejudiced mind could expect or desire a more 
lucid or comprehensive history of your honorable service, and that of 
your gallant command. 

I congratulate you. General, in having so thoroughly and successfully 

refuted every attempt to disparage your judgment, courage, and ability 

as an officer. 

I am, with high regard. 

Your friend and obedient servant, 

P. C. Ellmakee. 
I Majok-General E. Pattikson. 



1200 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia, March 10th, 1865. 
Majoe-Geneeal Patterson. 

My deae Sir : I hasten to acknowledge and thank you for the copy 
of the " Narrative of the Campaign in the Valley of the Shenandoah," 
which I received from you a day or two since. I have read it with much 
interest and pleasure, and feel assured that no impartial mind can (after 
a perusal of its contents) arrive at any other conclusion than that so 
forcibly expressed by Major-General G. H. Thomas, in his letter ad- 
dressed to you, dated before Atlanta, Ga., August 8th, 1864, viz. : " I have 
always believed, and have frequently so expressed myself, that your 
management of the three months' campaign was able and judicious, and 
was to the best interests of the service, considering the means at your 
disposal, and the nature of the troops under your command." This 
opinion, from an officer who has made his name illustrious by heroic 
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patriotism, great generalship, and pre-eminent purity of character, who 
at Chickamauga saved the army of the Cumberland, and at Franklin 
and Nashville gave the finishing blows to the Confederate army of the 
West, and established his reputation as one of the world's great soldiers, 
should be authority on a military subject, especially as he was actively 
engaged in the campaign of which he writes. 

I am reminded, in reading your letter to Governor Curtin, requesting 
an increase of the force under your command, of a conversation I had the 
honor of having with you a few days after President Lincoln's first call 
for seventy-five thousand troops. You then remarked, "that the men 
called out should be used solely for the defence of the National Capital 
and for guarding our borders, and that a call should be made without 
delay for four hundred thousand men, who should be well officered and 
placed in camps of instruction, ready to take the ofifensive in September 
or October. With such a force at our command, a quick and decisive 
campaign would follow, ending the so-called Confederacy, and restoring 
the supremacy of the National "Government." At the time I confess I 
thought your estimate of the number of men required too high ; after 
events have, however, established the correctness of the views you enter- 
tained at that early day. 

In conclusion, my dear General, permit me to congratulate' you on the 
complete refutation your book contains, of the unjust and bitter charges 
made against your patriotism and ability, by many from ignorance of the 
facts, by others from motives entirely beneath the manhood of our 
country, and the age we live in. 

Your " Narrative " will be an important chapter in the history of the 
last four memorable years, and will contain in itself not only a complete 
vindication against calumnies, but establish for yourself and the gallant 
men who served under you, a just claim upon the love and gratitude of 
your countrymen. 

With much respect, I am, 

Truly yours, 

A. Loudon Snowden. 



Thirteenth and Walnut Streets, 
February 16th, 1865. 

Mr. White presents his thanks to General Patterson for the copy of 
his " Narrative " which he kindly sent him, and will ever prize it, both 
on account of its being a complete vindication of unjust charges and of 
being the author's gift. 

To Majob-Genbeal Patteeson. 
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Elizabeth City, N. J., March 24th, 1805. 

General Robert Patterson, 

Philadelphia, Pa. 

General : I rise from a very careful reading of your " Narrative of 
the Campaign in the Valley of the Shenandoah in 1861," with the same 
conclusion so tersely and well expressed by his Excellency President Lin- 
coln, and by the light of more than twenty-five years' experience and 
active service in the United States Army, am unable to see that you 
could have done (as a good and intelligent commander), anything else 
than you did do ; your hands were tied by the orders of your superior 
ofiicer, you obeyed those orders and did your duty. 
With great respect, 

I am your obedient servant, 

C. F. Ruff, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, U. S. A. 



Freehold, May 1st, 1865. 
General R. Patterson. 

Dear Sir : I have just finished reading the pamphlet you had the 
kindness to send me. I have perused it with much interest, and am glad 
to find that your conduct is so cordially approved by so many of your 
fellow-officers, and I greatly regret that any officer who has so faithfully 
and ably served his country, should be so driven to vindicate his own 
honor and character. 

The correspondents of the daily papers are chiefly to blame. The 
Congressional Committee did you great inju.stice, in not permitting you to 
exculpate yourself at that time, but I think you can safely fall back on 
your honorable discharge by the War Department, and rely upon that 
alone as a complete justification of your conduct. 
With kind regards, I remain. 

Yours truly, 

A. C. McLean. 



Thursday, July, 1865. 
General Patterson, 

Locust Street. 

My dear Sir : I have to thank you for a copy of your " Narrative of 
the Campaign in the Valley of the Shenandoah in 1861," which I re- 
ceived this morning. I have read it very attentively and with much in- 
terest. It is written with great clearness, and the facts are stated with 
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such admirable order and sequence of arrangement, that non-professional 
readers may easily comprehend all the details. » 

As an historical narrative, the publication is fraught with great inte- 
rest, and bearing as it^ does on the early incidents of the war, its value 
will be recognized in years to come. As an argument it is cogent and 
irresistible. As a justification of your conduct it is ample and satisfac- 
tory, as it is eloquent and free from asperity. 

The long-suffering and patience, under misrepresentation and malevo- 
lent feelings engendered by ignorance and partisanship, which. you have 
displayed, are as conspicuous in these pages as they have been in your 
personal deportment, since the unreasoning and uncandid traducers who 
have accused you commenced their unjust career. 

I am happy in being able to state to you, that I have ample reason to 
believe that wherever your " Narrative " has been read in the army, it 
has carried conviction to every mind of those officers, whose position en- 
abled them to form a judgment respecting the duties of a General, in- 
vested with the responsibilities of command. 

Under these circumstances, I feel much gratified at the thought, that I 
had the honor to be the first person, I believe, in the country whose writ- 
ings as editorials in a widely circulated daily paper, attempted to do you 
justice, and to stem the current of prejudiced opposition, which for a time 
threatened to carry everything headlong before it. 
I am, my dear sir. 

Most truly yours, 

Wm. Blackwood. 



Philadelphia, July 15th, 1865. 
My dear Sir : 

Please accept'my hearty thanks for your " Narrative of the Campaign 
in the Valley of the Shenandoah in 1861," which you have kindly sent 
to me. 

Interesting in its subject, your production has in addition to that for- 
tunate element, the rare merit of being well and fairly written. And it 
has done more than is often accomplished by authors, — it has silenced the 
tongue of slander. 

Permit me to compliment you upon an unusual success, and to sub- 
scribe myself. 

Very respectfully. 

Your obliged friend, 

TowNSEND Ward. 
Majok-Gbneral R. Patterson. 

6 



82 APPENDIX. 

St. Lottis, August 25th, 1865. 
Deae Sir : * 

I have to thank you very sincerely for the copy sent me of your 
" Narrative of the Campaign in the Shenandoah Valley in 1861," which 
I have read most carefully and with the greatest interest. I cannot but 
regard it as a complete and altogether satisfactory vindication of your 
conduct of that campaign. Allow me to add, however, that, having 
read at the time your speech in Philadelphia on the same subject some 
two years" ago, I was then convinced that you had been shamefully 
maligned for the results of that campaign, results for which you could 
not in fairness be held responsible, so that I was consequently well dis- 
posed to receive favorably the more full and complete justification of 
yourself, which the present " Narrative " contains. 

Again thanking you for your kind favor, I remain, dear sir, 

Very respectfully and truly. 

Your obliged and obedient, 

L. J. Cist. 
General Bobekt Patterson, 

Philadelphia. 



Philadelphia, August 25th, 1865. 
My deae Geneeal : 

I thank you for the interesting " Narrative of the Campaign in the 
Valley of the Shenandoah," which you have kindly sent me. 

Absence from the city during the past month prevented that careful 
perusal of the book which latterly I have been enabled to give, and I 
must congratulate you on the complete vindication of your military fame 
which the Narrative supplies. 

I have known you intimately for upwards of thirty years, and never 
had the slightest doubt of your exalted patriotism and military capacity. 
Had such doubt existed, the present publication would effectually remove 
it, feeling, as I do, that the testimony now presented by you silences at 
once and forever the malignant slanderers of your military fame. 
Very respectfully and truly. 

Your friend, 

Danl. p. Bussiee. 
Genbral E. Patterson, Philadelphia. 
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Philadelphia, September 14th, 1865. 
Major-Geneeal Kobeet Patteeson. 

Deae Sie : I am greatly obliged to you for your kindness in sending 
me a copy of your book, detailing the acts of the army while under 
your command, during the campaign of 1861. 

I have been extremely gratified in the reading, the more so, as it con- 
clusively proves beyond cavil all that I previously believed to be the 
facts of the case. 

A candid perusal must convince even the most prejudiced, that you 
have been most unjustly dealt with. However, history will settle yours, 
with other cases. The wheat will be garnered and the chaff blown away. 
With great respect, I subscribe myself, 

Your obedient servant, 

P. F. Rotheemel. 



Hbadqitabters Military Division of the Tbknesseb, 

Nashville, Tenn., Septetnber 26th, 1865. 

Majoe-Geneeal Eobeet Patteeson, 

Philadelphia. 

My deae Sie : Your favor of August 30th has been received, as 
also the presentation copy of a " Narrative of the Campaign in the 
Valley of the Shenandoah in the Summer of 1861," for which please 
accept my thanks, and for the copies sent the other members of the 
staff. I am delegated by them to return their .thanks. 

I have read the book with much pleasure and satisfaction to myself, 
because it so clearly and satisfactorily puts to rest the uncharitable mis- 
statements made by the newspaper press, subsequent to the first battle of 
Bull Run, and at the same time presenting a truthful and deeply inter- 
esting account of the early operations of the war. 

With kindest regards, and wishes for your enjoyment of good health, 

. I am. Sir, with much respect, very truly, 

Your obedient servant, 

RoBEET H. Ramsey, 

Colonel and A. A. G. 



1112 "Walnitt Street, September 5th, 1865. 
Deae Sie: 

On my recent return to the city, after several weeks' absence, I found 
on my table your " Narrative of the Campaign in the Valley of the 
Shenandoah," forwarded to me with your compliments. 
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In acknowledging your very polite attention, permit me to say, that 

I had read it several weeks since, in the house of a friend, and was most 

favorably impressed with the statements presented. Since then, in 

numerous instances, I have heard warm opinions in your favor, and do 

not doubt that history will dp you ample justice. 

Very respectfully and truly yours, 

Heney H. Smith. 
Major-Gbnekal E. Patterson. 



Headquarters Military Ditision ob' the Tennessee, 
Chief Qitartermaster's OrnoE, 

Nashville, Tenn., Sept. 26th, 1865. 
Geneeal : 

I have just read the "Narrative" of your campaign against John- 
ston, which you were so kind as to send me ; and must say that I think 
it is a complete vindication of your operations. It seems to me, if they 
expected you to hold Johnston at Winchester, they should have given 
you at least as many men and guns as he had, or else drawn you to a 
point where you could have reinforced McDowell as soon as Johnston 
could have reinforced Beauregard. 

Very truly and respectfully yours, 

J. L. Donaldson, 



General E. Patterson, 

Philadelphia. 



Brevet Major-G-eneral, &c. 



Headquarters District of Middle Tennessee, 

MuREREESBORO', Tenn., September 3d, 1865. 
My DEAE Geneeal: 

, I have received the " Shenandoah Campaign of 1861," for which I 
am indebted to your kind remembrance. Having been well acquainted 
with many of the officers of your staff, I long since had an inside view 
of your campaign, and I have often thought how magnanimous, how 
self-sacrificing you were to allow yourself to be vilified and abused by 
the press, when a statement of the case before an impartial public would 
have relieved you, and placed the blame for failure, if any, upon others, 
upon whom it naturally fell. 

Knowing the facts,. I have often defended you, and now that you have 
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made your connection with that army public, I hope justice will be done 
you, as it doubtless will. 

Thanking you kindly for your remembrance of me, 
I am, dear General, very respectfully. 

Your obedient servant, 

R. "W. Johnson, 

Brevet Major-General. 



State of New Jersey, 
Department of Public Instrttction, 
Normal School, Trenton, September 2d, 1865. 
Deae Geneeal: 

I have at length found the time to read your " Narrative of the Cam- 
paign in the Shenandoah," and I hasten to thank you most cordially for 
the opportunity you have given me of correcting the erroneous opinions, 
which I am free to say I had formed on that subject. Like thousands 
of others, who had no special means of information, I had been misled 
by the newspaper accounts, and never until now have I had any clear 
apprehension of the true state of the facts. You have done but a sheer 
act of justice, not only to yourself, but to the truth of history, in pub- 
lishing this clear, calm, and decisive statement. 

I do not see how any one, with a particle of candor, can read atten- 
tively the official correspondence here given, without exonerating you 
entirely from censure for your share in the work of that campaign. Nor 
is it every one who, out of patriotic regard for the exigencies of the 
public service, would have had the magnanimity to wait so long and so 
patiently as you have done, under such a weight of obloquy as you have 
borne, having all the while in his possession the means of so completely 
vindicating his good name. 

I thank you once more, most sincerely, for the pleasure and satisfac- 
tion your book has given me. 

Most respectfully and truly yours, 

John S. Hart. 
To Major-Gbneral Patterson, 

Philadelphia. 



hbadqtrarters military division of the tennessee, 
Office Chief Commissary of Mitstbbs, 

Nashville, Tenn., October 14tli, 1865. 
Majoe-Gbneeal Eobeet Patterson. 

Dear Sie : It is with great pleasure I acknowledge the receipt from 
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you, of your little volume, entitled tlie " Shenandoali Valley Campaign 
of 1861." I had previously read the book, having sent to your and my 
friend, and my old company commander, Captain Thomas P. Parry, of 
the " "Washington Grays," for it. 

After looking up to you as my respected and revered chief, through 
seven years of my connection with the " Washington Grays " of Phila- 
delphia, and knowing through my friends in Philadelphia the real his- 
tory of your campaign, it has been a sore trial to me, during four years' 
service in this military department, among those who were prejudiced 
by false statements of the public press, to hear you slandered. I have 
stood alone on many occasions as your defender, among my companions 
when the subject has been discussed, and I must now congratulate you 
upon the success your book has proved ; many officers with whom I have 
contended have hastened ]to admit to me their error since its appearance, 
and now no one is heard to say aught against you, but, on the contrary 
your forbearance elicits admiration. 

The receipt of your autograph, forwarding the book, I hope warrants 
me in taking the liberty of adding my personal congratulations, especially 
as I sat some years near you in Dr. Boardman's church, accustomed to 
look upon you almost as an acquaintance, and having originally entered 
the United States service as a private in the regiment led by your 
lamented son Frank, my personal frieild. 

It has been my fortune to have served on the staff of two of your 
•firm friends, through good and evil report; first with Major-General 
Negley, and then with Major-General Thomas, and with the latter I now 
have the honor of serving. 

Permit me. General, to subscribe myself. 

Very truly your sincere friend, 

Alfred L. Hough, 
• Capt. 19th U. S. Inf., and Brevet Major U. S. A. 
Majok-Gbneeal Kobbbt Patterson, 

Philadelphia, Pa. 



EECKriTINO EKNDEZVOirS, 

Dayton, Ohio, October 20th, 1865. 
My deae General. 

Yours of the 17th inst. I have just received ; also of 29th ult. came 

duly to hand, and your " Narrative of the Campaign in the Shenandoah 

Valley " I have received, and carefully and with great interest read it 

over, and in my humble opinion your reputation as a military commander 

is yet untarnished before the American people, notwithstanding you had 

to answer for the sins or blunder of others at that time. From the 
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many statements of general officers, and your correspondence cojitained 
therein, it is clearly shown you did all that could have been done, and 
it was a very great piece of injustice to charge you with the failure of a 
campaign that took place in another section of the country, and over 
which you had no. control. History will yet put this matter in its proper 
light before the country, and lay the charge at the door of those to whom 
it properly belongs. 

I am, my dear General, 

Very truly yours, 

KoBEET Nugent, 

Brevet Colonel U. S. A. 
Majok-Geitekal K. Patterson, 

Philadelphia. 



Headquarters Military Division of the Tennessee, 
Nashville, November 11th, 1865. 
General: 

A chance copy of your memoir of the Shenandoah Campaign fell in 
my way some time since, and after an interesting perusal of part of it, 
was returned to the owner before I could have time to finish it. All en- 
deavors since have failed to find a copy at any of the bookstores, and I 
do not know the publishers. 

I write to express my personal interest in your efibrt to wipe out an 
injustice done you, and which you have exhibited much long-sufiering 
patience in bearing for the sake of the cause, and to ask you to do me 
the kindness to send me a copy of the work, should you chance to have 
one left. 

I only feel at liberty thus to trouble you. General, from the fact that 
finding no copies on sale, I infer it was printed for private distribution. 

With kind remembrances to your son, should he chance to be with 
you, and high regard for yourself, 
Believe me, General, 

Yours truly and respectfully, 

Lewis Merrill, 
Col. "D. S. Vols., and Brevet. Lt.-Col. U. S. A. 

To Majok-Genbral Patterson. 



Philadelphia, December 30th, 1865. 
Dear General : 

I duly received some months since, the " Narrative of the Campaign 
in the Valley of the Shenandoah in 1861," for which I am very much 
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obliged to you, and request that you excuse the delay in my acknowl- 
edging it, which has arisen from its being overlooked. 

Knowing personally some of the gentlemen who served under you, and 
having learned from them some of the facts connected with that cam- 
paign, I was fully prepared for the complete vindication of yourself 
(which you have so clearly made out in the "Narrative "), whenever you 
might see fit to bring the facts before, the public. Your delay in doing 
so, for the reasons stated, would not have been considered, but by a true 
patriot. 

Wishing you, my dear General, a happy New Year, and hoping that 
you will long be spared to receive the grateful acknowledgments of your 
countrymen, 

I remain very truly yours, 

Alfred D. Jessup. 
To Major-Gknbral Egbert Patteeson, 

Philadelphia. 



1125 GiBABD Street, December Sth, 1865. 

Major-Geneeal Robert Patterson, 

Philadelphia. 

Dear General : I have to thank you for a copy of your " Narrative 
of the Campaign in the Valley of the Shenandoah in 1861," which I 
have read with much interest. 

The " Narrative" establishes beyond question, that you did everything 
in your power, with the force under your command, to carry out the 
orders and instructions controlling your movements. 

Very truly yours, 

A. A. Humphreys, 

Major-General. 



Pbankfobd Arsenal, 
Philadelphia, Pa., December 18th, 1865. 
My dear General: 

I have read with great interest your " Narrative of the Campaign in 
the Valley of the Shenandoah in 1861," which is, in my judgment, a 
complete vindication of your course in that campaign. 

1st. Johnston, in his report, says : that in "Winchester " the army was 
in position to oppose either McClellan from the west, Patterson from the 
northeast, and to form a junction with Beauregard when necessary." 



LETTERS FROM DISTINSUISHBD MEN. 89 

His object then was, to hold you beyond Winchester, and be himself 
free to move on Manassas " when necessary." Being in a false position 
at Martinsburg, you could not force him to accept battle, nor to remain 
quiescent at Winchester, and he knew it. 

2d. It is a curious and important fact that on the 18th, the affair at 
Blackburn's Ford took place, giving evidence of an approaching con- 
flict, and that on the instant Johnston started in hot haste to join Beau- 
regard. Had you remained in full force at Bunker Hill, or offered 
battle, or attempted a flank movement by your left, he could have 
avoided battle, and led you only so much farther from your base and 
endangering your long communications. He staid at Winchester until 
either you made a move to join McDowell, or Beauregard required. his 
presence at Manassas. You had not the force nor the strategic position 
to prevent his doing so at his pleasure. 

3d. The great error committed was in not transferring your army to 
Leesburg, as recommended by you on the 21st of June. As it was you 
were acting on exterior lines, and Beauregard and Johnston could have 
concentrated against you (as they did at Bull Run), without the possi- 
bility of receiving any assistance from McDowell. You were certainly 
not responsible, as you acted under instructions, and, indeed, made the 
recommendation, which, if approved, would have entirely changed the 
condition of things in that field of operations. 
Believe me, dear General, 

Yours very truly, 

S. V. Benet, 
Brevet lit. -Col. and Captain of Ordnance. 
Majok-Gbnkral E. Patterson, 

Philadelphia. 



St. Louis, .January 23d, 1866. 
General Robert Patterson, 

Philadelphia, Pa. 

My dear Sir : I had the honor some weeks ago, to receive a pam- 
phlet from you, containing a Narrative of the Campaign in the Valley of 
the Shenandoah in the Summer of 1861, preceding the battle of Bull 
Run. I read it with exceeding interest, an^ comparing the details with 
what I already knew of the history of that period, I remained convinced 
of the sufiiciency of your vindication ; I say, I remained convinced : for 
indeed, I did not need this Narrative to convince me that you had done 
everything in your power to secure the success of the campaign, and 
that no fair-minded man dreamed of imputing to you the disasters that 
then attended our arms. The necessary severity with which you repelled 
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the reflections of Lieutenant-General Scott forms the best part of your 
pamphlet, in one sense. There are many who, hearing that he con- 
demned you, would seek no further for proof or argument.- You acted 
■wisely then in demonstrating that his strictures upon your conduct were, 
to speak of them with all possible indulgence, utterly without foundation. 
This, in my opinion, you have done triumphantly. My respect for the 
services which General Scott had rendered to the country, made me 
regret that the claims of justice required that this exposure should be 
so unsparing. 

I am, with veiry great respect and regard. 

Your friend and obedient servant, 

Thos. T. Gantt. 



St. Lotjis, January 6th, 1866. 
Majoe-Geneeal E. Patteeson, 

Philadelphia. 
Deae Sie : Your kind letter of the 1st, with the "Shenandoah 
Valley Campaign of 1861," was received on the 4th. I have looked 
over the latter with much interest ; because of my old friendship, and of 
the " criticisms " to which I knew you had been subject. From my earli- 
est recollections of Philadelphia (now thirty-six years) I had regarded 
you aa by nature a military man, and when the rebellion broke out, 
was glad to see you, as I have steadily been, on the side of the Union 
and Constitution. I am no military man, but know enough to know 
that, when a subordinate obeys orders strictly, he is not accountable 
(or rather should not be) if he is not at more than one place at the same 
moment. It seems to me you did obey orders, and therefore stand ac- 
quitted for the disaster alluded to. The fact is, I looked for disasters to 
our army at the beginning, for the reason that our side was made up of 
fresh volunteers, and had to learn how to fight. The Southern people 
knew more about the business, and were more rash and impulsive. It 
was natural that they should whip us at the start, but quite as natural 
(and this I always contended for) that they were not so long-winded, and 
hadn't the numbers, or the gift of strategy, as well as " our folks." I 
. rejoice that the war is over, that the States remain intact, and trust every 
man will " strive for the things that make for peace," that we will have 
a real Union of hearts and hands, and let " bygones be bygones." There 
is no use stirring up the old embers. With my best wishes for your 
health and long life, and great peace of mind, ' 

I remain as ever, your friend, 

Edwaed M. Samuel. 
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Fort Ontakio, Oswego, N. Y., 
January 10th, 1866. 
Sm: 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a copy of the " Cam- 
paign in the Shenandoah/' received through the politeness of General 
Abercrombie. I am pleased to learn the truth in regard to that cam- 
paign, as the newspaper accounts published at the time had given me an 
"incorrect idea of it. 

The account you give, backed by the copies of the orders and corre- 
spondence, certainly justifies your conduct throughout the campaign. 

The patriotism you displayed, in not publishing this book at the time 
your honor was questioned, all military men can appreciate, though few 
would have the self-control to imitate it. 

Very respectfully, 

C. H. Caelton, 



To Gbnekal E. Pattbeson, 

Philadelphia. 



Captain Pourth Infantry. 



Philadelphia, Pehruary 9th, 1866. 
Dear Sie : 

I am exceedingly obliged to you for your kindness in sending me your 
account of the " Valley Campaign of 1861." I have always regarded 
the outcry about the campaign in that locality as due to ignorance on 
the part of the public, then uninstructed as to true military principles, 
and to no fault on the part of the commander. Your book is very ac- 
ceptable, and I am obliged for the attention. 

■—^ With great respect, I am yours truly, 

Cecil Clay. 
Majoe-Gknbeal B. Patterson. 



Manchester, N. H., Pehruary 24th, 1866. 
Deae Sie : 

I thank you for a copy of General Patterson's report of his operations 
in 1861. I read carefully the reports of the time, and was never able to 
see that General Patterson was deserving of censure. It was not in his 
power to prevent the misfortunes resulting from inexperience and the 
mad pressure at Washington for a forward movement. Somebody has 
to be made the scapegoat in every such case. It was very convenient to 
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throw on General Patterson the blame, which really belonged in higher 
quarters. 

Very respectfully yours, &c., 

Saml. D. Bell. 
Hon. S. J. Randall. 



Philadelphia, March 8th, 1866. 
Deae Sie: 

I have received and read with great pleasure, your " Narrative of the 
Shenandoah Valley Campaign of 1861." 

Permit me, General, to say that whilst this work completely vindicates 
the official administration of the Major-General commanding the Depart- 
ment of Pennsylvania during the period in question, it adds another 
laurel leaf to the chaplet he has so long and so deservedly worn. 

As a contribution to the early history of the war, it is invaluable. 

Thanking you for your kind remembrance in sending me the copy, I 
am, my dear General, with sentiments of profound respect. 

Your obedient servant, 

Saml. B. Wylie Mitchell. 
Majok-Gekbkal E. Patterson, 

1300 Locust Street. 



No. 530 Walnut Street, March 24th, 1866. 
Deae Sie : 

I have received to-day a copy of your "Narrative of the Campaign of 
1861 in the Shenandoah Valley," for which I beg you will accept my 
thanks. 

I have already read it, and have always considered it an entire vindi- 
cation, if you will allow me to use the expression, of the course pursued 
by you at that momentous time. 

Very respectfully yours, 

Heney Whaeton. 
Major-G-eneeal Patterson. 



Philadelphia, March 7th, 1866. 
Majoe-Geneeal Robeet Patteeson. 

My deae Geneeal : I have thanked you in person for your kind 
remembrance of me, in the presentation of your much- valued Narrative, 
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" The Campaign of the Valley of the Shenandoah in 1861," and having 
perused it carefully, I feel as though something more on my part is 
due you. 

I congratulate you on your perfect vindication therein made. It is 
conclusive, and so judged by all officers whom I have heard speak of it. 

At a later date in the rebellion, it was my province to be much over 
the Shenandoah Valley under the gallant General Shields, my regiment 
forming part of his division. After the first battle of Winchester, I was 
left in command of the post, where I remained for some time. It was 
then my province in various ways, both in the line of duty and from 
curiosity to know something of the defences of " Winchester," and those 
made by the rebels to receive any Federal force that might have been 
brought against that city in the 1861 campaign. My conclusions were, 
that had you attacked Johnston, strongly entrenched as he was with a 
formidable army, and you with an army crippled by otders from Wash- 
ington, depriving you of artillery, regulars, and volunteers, you would 
then have met with a defeat, or at least a check which would at that 
time have been disastrous. Your suggestion of a change of operations 
was well timed, and has proved the one that should have been adopted. 
This is now well known at headquarters. 

It was in my opinion Johnston's strategy to lead you to the attack on 
Winchester, leaving a comparatively small force there, whilst having 
drawn you on sufficiently, and having shown you battle, he would hold 
you in check, withdraw his main force to the support of Beauregard 
(easily and quickly done by the transportation at his disposal) ; you 
would certainly be beyond all hope, unable to reinforce McDowell in 
time, and left, with a crippled and perhaps demoralized command, in the 
lurch. Especially do I know that from the nature of the country, you 
could have done nothing without artillery at least equal to that of the 
enemy. 

I fear that my letter is already too long, yet I could not refrain, my dear 
General, to write these few lines, even though they may come from one of 
limited experience, expressing at the same time my belief, that after the 
defeat of McDowell by the blunders at Washington, it became necessary 
to shift a responsibility, properly belonging there, on your shoulders, to 
save them from the reproach they deserved from the country. This 
belief is strengthened by the constant refusals made you for an investi' 
gation ; had they not feared its results, it would have cheerfully been 
given. 

I am. General, your obedient servant, 

Wm. D. Lewis, Jk., 
Late Colonel, 110th Eogt. P. V. 
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BisiNG StTN, April 4th, 1866. 
Dear General: 

I have your note of the 27th, and the little volume you were good 
enough to send me., I read it last night with interest and pleasure, for 
irrespective of its relations to you, it is an agreeable narrative of an 
important transaction of the war. 

I have no military knowledge or judgment, but it seems to me that 
neither is necessary to enable any one to be convinced that you have 
conclusively made out your case. 

Temporary injustice is almost always done to persons connected with 
disastrous events affecting vast interests, creating therefore great excite- 
ment, and which involve numerous details, and all influenced by many 
causes. This is peculiarly true of military operations. It is only when 
passion subsides, and time is afforded to investigate particulars, that the 
truth can be discovered. 

You have judiciously waited for that period, and in my judgment, 
have shown in a clear and satisfactory manner, that you did all that you 
could do under the circumstances in which you were placed, and more 
than you were ordered to do, and that the unfortunate result was not 
attributable to your failure to accomplish all that you intended and 
attempted. 

Yours very truly, 

Sidney G. Fisher. 
To Gbneeal Robert Patterson. 



St. Louis, Mo., April 2d, 1866. 
My dear General: 

Your note of the 17th of March was received several days since. I 
am much obliged to you for your kind recollection. 

Last fall I received a copy of your pamphlet, and I intended to have 
mentioned it to you when I was in your citjj in the winter, but want of 
time prevented me from doing so, and also from saying a good many 
things that I would like to have said. 

I read the " Narrative " at the time of receiving it, and it appeared 
to me a most full and complete vindication of your course, while you 
commanded that portion of the army of the United States stationed on 
the borders of Virginia. To one who has known you so long and so 
well as I have, no defence was at all necessary, for I never for a moment 
doubted that you would in any situation that you might be placed, 
civil or military, do your duty ; but then, I suppose, that sometimes it 
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is necessary to say something for the public at large. Please make my 
kind regards to Mrs. Patterson, and accept for yourself my best wishes. 
Very truly and sincerely yours, 

George G. Waggaman. 

GBNEKAL KoBBRT PATTKKSOlf, 

fhiladelpiPia, Pa. 



Mbnokin, Va., January 29tli, 1865. 
My dear General: 

Yours of the 25th has been received ; also your " Narrative," which 
is a plain and telling statement of facts, without any flourish of trum- 
pets, and must convince any one of its truthfulness whose prejudices are 
not past conviction. 

Yours truly, 

J. J. Abercrombie, 
Brevet Brigadier-General, U. S. A. 
General K. Patterson, 

Philadelphia, Pa. 



No. 829 Arch Street, 
Philadelphia, March 1st, 1865. 
Dear Sir: 

You have honored me in sending me a copy of your " Narrative." 

It is exceedingly interesting in itself, and had you not possessed less 
vanity than some of your contemporaries, you would have made a large 
volume of that which you modestly comprise in 118 pages. 

I never judged you, much less did I condemn you, for I was without 
evidence ; yet you were sadly censured, and your " Narrative " shows 
how unfairly that censure was bestowed. 

In the fact that you waited for the proper time to speak,' is your true 
courage shown. 

Your book furnishes a complete vindication of your character as a 
soldier, and a full defence against the charges so cruelly made against 
you. Every proposition in it is thoroughly demonstrated. 

It was due to yourself, and still more was it due to your fellow-citizens, 
that you should make such a valuable contribution to the history of the 
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war ; and coming from one who has reached your period of life, it is 

peculiarly acceptable to your friends residing in Philadelphia. 

With very kind wishes, I am. 

Very respectflilly yours, 

I Edward Hoppee. 

To General Patterson. 



London, June 28th, 1865. 
Dear Sir: 

I beg pardon for not earlier acknowledging the reception of your 
" Narrative of the Canipaign of 1861 in the Shenandoah Valley." 

As a contribution to the history of this memorable war, I shall be 
very glad to have this account from such authority, to add to the other 
materials of the same kind which make the foundation of correct annals. 

I am your obedient servant, 

C. F. Adams. 



Nashville, October 24th, 1865. 
General Patterson. 

My old and good Friend: Most happy was I to receive your 
very kind letter ^f 29th August ; to see that old familiar handwriting, 
not one particle of change in it for the last thirty years 

But to the campaign ; just as I expected, only more so. It's as clear 
to me as sunshine, that you acted nobly, with that energy and prompt- 
ness which has characterized your whole life; no sooner conceived than 
executed. More could not have been done during your whole tour, to 
serve your country. You showed your generalship in an eminent degree, 
as well as love of country. Show me the general that has acted a better 
or more faithful part than yourself during the war. I defy any one to 
do so At the time of the occurrence referred to, communica- 
tions being mostly cut off, we heard but little on the subject ; if any 
complained, I always told them it was a subterfuge by those in fault, 
shifting it from their own shoulders upon those who did their whole 
duty. I have scarce heard the subject mentioned in years. When I 
heard one word said, I told them the whole matter of charges was false ; 
that you acted the part of a great general ; that they were afraid to in- 
vestigate the matter as you demanded, lest they be found wanting 
themselves. 

I did regret to hear of the death of that noble son of yours. You 
have my deep sympathy 
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We shall be most happy to welcome you to our city, should you ever 
visit the South again ; to renew old friendships is very pleasant to me 
indeed : the older I grow, the more I esteem old friends. 

Please present me in great kindness to your good wife, and to all your 
home-family, and may God ever have you and them in His keeping, is 
the prayer of 

Your faithful friend, 

K. H. McEwEN. 



No. 9 COUKT Stbebt, 
Brooklyn, N. T., December 29th, 1865. 
My dear Sir: 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 6th 
ult., and to thank you for your kindness in forwarding me a copy of 
your " Narrative." I have read it carefully, and am satisfied, if indeed 
that were necessary', that the first great disaster of the war, was caused 
by the incompetency of the then military authorities at Washington, 
and the same thing worse of the general who commanded at Bull Eun. 
Looking back with the experience of four years, it seems almost incred- 
ible that a soldier of Brevet Lieutenant-General Scott's experience and 
reputation, should have been so ignorant of the strength and dispositions 
of the enemy, and so vacillating in his movements. 

I have taken the liberty of writing for the New York Tablet, a very 
respectable and widely-circulated weekly paper of New York, a short 
review of your work, a few copies of which I forward you by this mail. 
I am, General, very respectfully. 

Your obedient servant, 

James E. McGee, 
Late Lt.-Col., 69th N. T. Volunteers. 



Satahnah, Ga., January 24tb, 1866. 

I thank the General for his pamphlet, which is a thorough refutation 
of all the slanders against him, and a complete vindication of his mili- 
tary operations on the Shenandoah. 

Yours very truly, 

W. R. Fleming. 
7 
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Philadelphia, May 28th, 1866. 
My dear General: 

I feel greatly indebted to you for the publication of your " Narrative 
of the Campaign in the Valley of the Shenandoah." You owed this 
complete defence of yourself to the officers and men who served under 
you. * 

We have been much harassed by statements made semi-officially, 
which reflected upon the honor of your division, but felt assured in our 
own minds, that these were erroneous, but we had no means of refuting 
them. Having had confidence in your military capacity and perfect 
loyalty to the government, we looked forward to your final vindication, 
as well of yourself as of those who served under you. 

Of course, I knew but little of your plan of operations, and nothing 
at all of your orders from Washington. ' But as a regimental com- 
mander, I was cognizant of your difficulties in organizing and projecting 
a column of green troops across a great river into a hostile country. 

Your publication sheds a flood of light upon our campaign in the 
Valley. I here learn why Johnston was threatened upon his rear rather 
than upon his flank (at Leesburg). I never could comprehend how a 
general could be expected to hold an antagonist, who was retreating be- 
fore him, except by the use of an overwhelming cavalry force, which 
you did not have. 

Permit me, my dear General, to renew my .expression of sincere re- 
gard for you personally and officially, and to express my gratification at 
your ability to so completely refute all the slanders of your enemies as 
you do in this pamphlet. 

Yours very truly, 

Joshua T. Owen, 
Late Brigadier-General Volunteers. 



No. 1304 Green Street, June 7th, 1866. 
General Robert Patterson. 

Dear Sir : I am pleased to acknowledge the receipt of your book, 
" The Campaign of 1861,'' and am free to say that I consider it a candid 
statement and complete vindication of your military conduct, and am, 

Very truly yours, 

Henry Simpson. 
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Statjnton, Va., August 22d, 1866. 
General K. Patterson. 

My dear Sir : I have received and read with much pleasure your 
" Narrative of the Campaign of 1861 in the Valley of the Shenandoah," 
and I think that no unprejudiced man can deny that you have effectually 
and triumphantly refuted all the unfair criticisms which were made of 
your military conduct. The vague, confused, and sometimes conflicting 
orders of the General-in-chief must be referred to his advanced age and 
the disturbed condition of his mind. 

It so happened that, when your publication was received, Dr. Hunter 
Maguire, who was medical director of General Jackson's command from 
the commencement of the war until the General's death, was on a visit 
to me. He read your " Narrative " with great interest, as he was ac- 
quainted with many of the persons, scenes, and movements to which you 
refer. He concurred with me in thinking that your defence was con- 
clusive. 

It may not be uninteresting to you to hear, coming from so intelligent 
and well-informed a gentleman, that you interpretea correctly the policy 
of General Johnston when you supposed he was seeking to draw you 
further from your base line, with a view to defeat and capture your Com- 
mand. The Confederate generals were informed' of the fact that most of 
your troops were to leave, and they desired to entice you as far as possi- 
ble into the country, hoping that the three months' men would not fight. 
The object of the demonstration near Hainesville was to induce you to 
follow in pursuit. Dr. Maguire says, four regiments were there for the 
purpose of feeling your force, and with instructions if they found your 
army in force, to retreat, and thus draw you further into the interior, 
when you would have been overwhelmed by superior numbers and 
artillery. 

Dr.. Maguire says if you had been allowed to advance when you first 
crossed the river you would have found the Confederates almost destitute 
of ammunition. They could not, therefore, have resisted your progress. 
But that deficiency was afterwards supplied, and he is very certain that 
if ypu had attacked Johnston, either near Darksville or at Winchester, 
you must have met a bloody repulse. 

A long time must elapse before' a full and accurate report of the 
recent unfortunate war can be written. Prejudice, passions, and personal 
interests will obscure the truth for years to come. But facts will come 
to light, from time to time, until the whole story is revealed. I regard 
your "Narrative" as a valuable contribution to the great mass of truth 
which is, sooner or later, to be disclosed. 
Very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

Alexander H. H.- Stuart. 



100 APPENDIX. 



NEAK MARTINSBtrKG, 

July 31st, 1865. 
Dear Sie : 

I read with great interest your pamphlet entitled " Shenandoah Val- 
ley Campaign of 1861." Your vindication is perfect. It covers every 
aspect of the case. I think it would puzzle General Joe E. Johnston to 
make one equally satisfactory to the authorities from whom he derived 
his commission. I beg to return you my thanks for the pleasure and 
instruction which I derived from the perusal of yourdefence. 

I am, very truly yours, 

* 



West Chbstbe, Pa., August 29th, 1866. 
My deae Geneeal : 

With many thanlis I acknowledge your kindness in sending me " The 
Campaign in the Valley of the Shenandoah in 1861." It was my privi- 
lege and honor to serve in your array during that campaign. 

The fact that the officers and men of your command, with scarcely an 
exception, " believed " in you then and " believe " in you now, is your 
great vindication. 

The people of Pennsylvania are proud of your patriotic service in the 
late, and- in another war. Your record is before them ; it is a proof 
against the malignant assaults of all political and military demagogues. 

Be pleased to accept, sir, assurance of my great respect and esteem. 

Most sincerely and truly, 

G. Pennypackee. 
Majob-Gekbral E. Patterson, 

Philadelphia. 



Washinoton, D. 0., September llth, 1866. 

To Geneeal E. Patteeson, 

Late Major-General TJ. S. Volunteers, Philadelphia. 

Geneeal : Having had the honor to serve under you and on the staff of 
Major-General W. H. Keim during the campaign of 1861, I have ever 
taken the deepest interest in the correct understanding of your campaign, 

* Prom a distinguished Virginian, resident in the Valley, whose name, for 
obvious reasons, is not given here. 
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and that it shouJd be truthfully explained to the people of the United 
States. , 

Through the kindness of my friends, the Misses Campbell, of Martins- 
burg, Va., I have been favored with the perusal of your exposition of 
the circumstances which controlled your movements. 

It was notorious at the time that the authorities at Washington had 
informed you that the 16th July was the day selected for the battle of 
Bull Run. Also that you protested against operating on the false line 
of the Shenanldoah Valley, instead of the correct line, passing near Lees- 
burg along the eastern slope of the Blue Eidge. 

As a lover of truth and justice, I am glad to read your full justifica- 
tion to the world. 

As an officer of your command, I am happy to have it in my power to 
adduce your own irrefutable arguments in justification of the brave army 
which was so unjustly censured although so ably led. 

I am. General, with high respect, your most obedient servant, 

James W. Abert, 
Late Major U. S. Engineers. 



Chestbk, Pa., October 23d, 1866. 
Majoe-Geneeal Robeet Patteeson. 

Deae Sie : I have read with great care your " Shenandoah Valley 
Campaign of 1861," and am glad that my former opinion has now become 
a firm conviction, viz., that your course in that campaign was not only 
wise and patriotic, but the best that could possibly have been pursued. 

I thank you for the copy of the work you sent me, and shall prize it 
highly as containing a true history of an important period in the war, 
and as setting right before the people a patriotic gentleman and true 
soldier. 

Yours, very truly, 

J. B. HiNKSON. 



■WiLLiAMSPOKT, November 21st, 1866. 
Majoe-Geneeal Eobeet Patteeson. 

Dear Sie : I acknowledge with pleasure the receipt of your " Nar- 
rative of the Campaign in the Valley of the Shenandoah." It is a 
complete vindication of your plans of action in that campaign, and it 
certainly must have been very trying to your feelings to so long remain 
quiet under the misrepresentations widely circulated against you. But 
at the same time the public now appreciate the course you took, and 
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your friends here congratulate you upon the clear and ample manner in 
which you have presented the facts, placing you not only right with 
military men, but with the country generally. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Hepburn McCltjee. 



215 E. Tenth Street, N. Y., February 6th, 1867. 
My dear General: 

I have received your book, and read it with a great deal of attention 
and interest. I think it is a most complete vindication of your military 
reputation, and shows a state of facts as much to the discredit of others 
connected with management of military affairs as to your everlasting 
honor. Republics may be ungrateful, sir, but the day has gone by when 
" red tape" can win reputation without exposure. 

Very truly, 

J. Alexander Patten. 
General Egbert Patterson, Philadelphia. 



Greensburg, Pa., February 23d, 1867. 
Dear Sir: 

I received your " Narrative of the Shenandoah Campaign," and have 
it bound for future reference. 

It contains just what I always understood to be the true state of facts, 
and its publication was alike due to yourself as well as to your command. 
If it is charged that this army effected less than was expected, it is no 
more than justice that the responsibility be placed upon the proper 
shoulders, and they are most decidedly not yours. The magnitude of 
the rebel movements were not at that time credited, and the attempt 
to manoeuvre an army and conduct a campaign from a Washington 
City headquarters, proved in that case as in many later ones to be 
utterly ridiculous. I think the subsequent experiences and disasters of 
the Army of the Potomac fully demonstrated this, and entirely justify 
you charging any failure to that quarter. 

As to the course of the Committee on the Conduct of the War, you, are 
entirely sustained in the charge of its partisan character and purposes. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

• R. Coulter, 

Late Brigadier-General, U. S. Vols. 
To General Bobekt Patterson, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Philadelphia, March 8th, 1867. 
Deae General: 

Thanks for your note of the 6th instant, with the two newspapers sent 
to me. 

This development of Beauregard's strategy, which all must admit to 
be able, shows clearly that from the first, as most of us declared at the 
time, your operations were directed upon a wrong line ; and I am now 
convinced that either General Scott did not truly understand the relative 
position of our column and that of the enemy, or else through erroneous 
information, he was led into the gross mistake of directing your move- ^ 
ments on a distant exterior line, on which every day's march separated 
you further and further from your base of supplies, and rendered it im- 
possible for you to receive or give reinforcements to the army of McDowell. 
The whole thing was a military blunder, for which not you but your chief 
commander was responsible. This was the general opinion amongst 
many of us at the time, and now since all the main facts are exposed by 
Beauregard, it must necessarily become the unanimous opinion of all old 
soldiers who- know anything of warlike movements like those referred to. 

Yours very truly, 

G. H. Ceosman, 

U. S. A. 
General E. Pattekson.. 



Newcastle, Del., March 12th, 1867. 
Geneeal Patteeson, 

Thirteenth and Locust Streets, Philadelphia. 

Geneeal: My friend, Captain E. Eitchie, U. S. N.jhas several times 
spoken to me relative to the campaign of 1861, and the part taken 
therein by you. As I was at that time on General Joseph Johnston's stafij 
and familiar with all the incidents, I was perfectly aware that gross in- 
justice had been done to you, and would be happy at any time to give 
you such details as might be serviceable to you in the future. I have 
no doubt that Joseph Johnston, with whom I am very intimate, would be 
glad also, at my request, to give you such a statement as will thoroughly 
vindicate the wisdom of your movements, and your failure to be mashed 
up by superior forces, which could not have delayed our march more 
than twenty-four hours, and would, in my judgment, have resulted more 
disastrously for McDowell, as our victorious troops would then have 
fallen upon his rear and caused the capture of Washington. 

Very respectfully,, 

Blanton Duncan. 
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LuTHBRSBURG, Pa., June 28th, 1867. 
General E. Patterson. 

My dear Sir : A few days after writing to you, advising you that the 
book did not reach me, I had the good fortune and pleasure combined, 
of receiving a copy, which I carefully read, and npw am prepared to say, 
in all candor, that never in the whole course of my life have I read any- 
thing that gave me so much satisfaction as did this great little book. It 
is La my opinion the most stunning rebuke that could possibly be ad- 
ministered to those who, cowardly and meanly, tried by foul means to rob 
you of the great reputation and character, which you have so nobly 
earned from the American people, while it completely extinguishes the 
last feeble taper of that immensely puffed-up luminary, Lieutenant- 
General Winfield Scott. 

You have done American history a great and enduring service in 
compiling these records. The military student will find in it an impor- 
tant and useful lesson, while the honest, fair, and candid political reader 
will not, cannot fail to render his grateful acknowledgments for the 
comments you have given in the work. 

I have it read by hundreds, and beg you to accept my thanks not only 
for the book, but for the certainty with whicTi it will correct the history, 
now so prevalent, of the first three months of the war in the Shenandoah 
Valley. 

I am, dear General, with profound regard. 

Very truly yours, 

T. J. BOYER. 



EiCHMOifD, July 3d, 1867. 
General E. Patterson. 

My dear Sir : " The little book " reached me last week. Owing to 
great press of professional engagements, I did not get time till yesterday 
to give it the considerate perusal it merited coming from the source it did. 

Allow me, my dear sir, in the frankness of a true friend, to congratu- 
late you, on the complete success of the objects and purposes in view, in 
writing the exposition. It bears all the high elements of candor, truth, 
and irresistible conviction, plain and ornate in style, manly and truthful 
in narration, demonstrative in illustration and citations of concurring 
facts and attendant circumstances. It leaves nothing to speculate about. 
It is complete in itself 

The necessity for such a production is but another evidence of the 
degeneracy of the times, the obtuseness of popular comprehension, and 
the utter profligacy of public men in high places. It is, however, a 
proud and abiding consolation to the virtuous and patriotic, to feel the 
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inward consolation of truth, rectitude, bravery, and high-toned motives ; 
all these your exposition fully sustains. 

Remember us to our friends, and particularly to the ladies. 
To-morrow is the 4th. Could Washington look down upon this dis- 
tracted, unhappy people, would he not shed a tear, though ah angel in 
heaven ? God bless you, and all yours. 

Truly, 

John H. Gilmee. 



San Marcos, Texas, August 9th, 1867. 
Majoe-Genekal Robeet PAtteeson. 

Deae Sie : I was truly gratified at receiving your " Narrative of the 
Campaign in the Valley of the Shenandoah," which I have read with 
great interest. I was pleased to see you were able to vindicate yourself 
so clearly from any aspersions against you as an officer, and to place the 
matter in its proper light before the public. 

Respectfully yours, 

L. Laeoshe. 



LoNQ Branch, August 17th, 1867. 
My deae Geneeal : 

I have read with great interest the " History of the Campaign in the 
Shenandoah Valley in 1861," and its perusal has confirmed my previous 
impressions. I must say that your vindication is complete, and is sustained 
by facts and documents which cannot be impeached. It seems extra- 
ordinary that your suggestion for the occupation of Leesburg was not 
acceded to. An unmilitary man can see that at this point, you could 
equally have kept Johnston in check, and what was equally important, 
would at the same time have been supporting McDowell. 

You have established beyond all controversy, that th^ disaster at Bull 
Run could with no propriety be attributed to you. 

It is now curious to see what a series of blunders caused that catas- 
trophe, and one is almost forced to the conclusion that it was so to be. 
Any ordinary sagacity would have led to a difierent result. I have long 
been satisfied, though feeling at the time most keenly the disgrace of 
our defeat, that on the whole, it was a fortunate result for the country. 
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It taught us the strength and determination of the foe, and aroused and 
nerved our people for the contest. 

I am, with great respect. General, 

Yours sincerely, 

Henry E. Davies. 

General Patteeson. 



St. Paul, December 26tli, 1866. 
General Egbert Patterson, 

Philadelphia. 

Dear Sir : Your book on the " Shenandoah Campaign," which you 
were kind enough to send me, was duly received and read with much 
inte/est. Permit me to thank you, and say that those of my friends 
who have read it coincide with me in opinion, that the facts there stated 
and proven furnish a complete and unanswerable vindication of the able 
and patriotic conduct of the commanding general. 

Yours truly, 

H. Thompson. 



Philadelphia, February 19th, 1868. 
Major-General Kobert Patterson. 

My dear Sir : I returned this afternoon from Washington, my fourth 
trip there this month, and have to be absent again to-morrow at Havre- 
de-Grace, to meet a Committee of the Maryland Legislature. ♦ 

Allow me to thank you for your little book, and to express the inter- 
est with which it has been read by me, and the entirely satisfactory im- 
pression which the perusal has left upon my mind. 

With most friendly regard, yours truly, 

Isaac Hinckley. 



Boston, May 10th, 1868. 
Dear General: 

I have read with much interest and satisfaction your " Narrative of 
the Campaign in the Valley of the Shenandoah in 1861," and I have 
risen from its perusal with the perfect conviction, that your exculpation 
from all blame in the management of the " corps d'armfie," then under 
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your command, is as clear as the sun at noonday. I am equally con- 
vinced that great injustice was done you at the time, by the suppression 
of the facts of the case. 

Thanking you for the courtesy in sending me the book, I have only 
to add that it affords me much pleasure to inclose a favorable review of 
it, which appeared in this morning's Courier. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 

Yours very respectfully, 

Heney V. Ward. 

General Egbert Patterson, Philadelphia. 



St. Gabriel P. O., Iberville Parish, La. 

Hon. Samuel J. Randall, 

Washington. 

Dear Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt from you of 
an interesting work, entitled " Shenandoah Valley," written by General 
Patterson to vindicate his conduct during the late war against the ma- 
licious slanders of his enemies. 

No sane man can rise from the perusal of the said work without the 
firm conviction that it is a complete vindication of the General's course, 
and I am truly glad that you were kind enough to forward me a copy of 
the book. 

With great regard, 

I am your obedient servant, 

Charles A. Brusle. 



Mobile, Ala., May 27th, 1868. 
General E. Patterson, 

Philadelphia, Pa. 

Dear Sir : I am in receipt of a copy of " Shenandbah Valley Cam- 
paign of 1861," for which please accept my thanks. It has afforded me 
much satisfaction, and the public are under many obligations to you for 
this valuable contribution to history. It has been well understood in 
this section of the country that General Scott was from age incapacitated 
for the command of the great army called into service in the late war, 
and while his former services to the nation would induce us to judge with 
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great kindness the errors of declining intellect, it should not be done at 
the expense of the well-earned reputation of others. 

Yours, with great respect, 

Abm. Murdoch. 



Boston, May 28th, 1868. 
Dear Sir: 

I thank you for the "Narrative of the Campaign of "1861," which is a 
model of good writing, and of clear and conclusive statements. We had 
pretty much made up our minds about that failure at Bull Kun before 
the close of the war. There are some other matters which have never 
yet been placed in their true light ; perhaps they will be hereafter. >0n 
the whole we must admit that the public estimation of men who were 
prominent during the war has been far from correct. War makes his- 
tory and time corrects it. 

Respectfully and truly yours, 

Amos A. Lawrence. 
GrBNBEAL BoBBRT Pattbkson, Philadelphia. 



St. Lotris, Mo., July 15th, 1868. 
General Robert Patterson, 

Philadelphia. 

Dear Sir: The "Shenandoah Valley Campaign of 1861" came 
duly to hand. I have perused it with much interest, and while it was 
not at all necessary to satisfy my mind, I am yet rejoiced that in so, 
compact and conclusive a form the truth of history is vindicated. I 
send the pamphlet to the bookbinder to-day to secure its preservation. 

In this region but few, if any, failed to place the responsibility of Bull 
Run where it belonged. No intelligent man ever doubted that you did 
all your duty, and that the fault was with others. 

Having been honored by a j5ersonal acquaintance with you, my dear 
sir, it adds much to the interest of the events and scenes in which you 
were an actor. 

With best wishes for long life and happiness to you and yours, 
I am, with esteem and respect. 

Your obedient servant, 

R. S. Elliott. 
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WiLKESBARBi;, July 21st, 1868. 
Dear General: 

I am in the receipt of your " Campaign of the Shenandoah," and have 
perused it carefully. I have read it as a lawyer would his brief. I have 
scrutinized the same more carefully, as I was at the time the matters were 
tratisacted, a member of the Committee on Military Affairs, and heard much 
discussion on the generalship of that campaign at the time. In fact, 
after the terrible blunder at Bull Eun, the question of your command 
was the theme in the mouth of the cabinet and Congress. Prom the 
good opinion I had of your character as a military man, and the dis- 
tinguished ger vice you had rendered your country in Mexico, I refrained 
from joining in the clamor at the time ; nay, more than this, I had visited 
your camp at Chambersburg, and was aware of the raw, discordant ma- 
terial of which your army was composed. I do you and myself wrong 
in saying I refrained from joining in the clamor ; I defended you, although 
I knew none of the facts, from my own knowledge of your previous char- 
acter. But after the Congressional inquiry into the cause of the defeat 
at Bull Eun, I saw in a moment where the pinch was, and this relieved 
me as to the truth of the charges against you. I was entirely satisfied. 
Since reading your defence, I am not more so. You have, however, 
added additional information (to me at least) which puts your position 
beyond a cavil. I am glad of it. Justice, though sometimes slow, is 
always sure. If it is my fortune to survive you, I will try to bear it 
in mind to add what I can to disabuse the public mind. You have be- 
yond all doubt been grievously wronged. The Secretary of War ought 
not, in my opinion, to have denied you a court of inquiry because you 
had been honprably discharged. Matters for or against might have 
come to light subsequent to the discharge. The excuse lacked merit. 
The denial took your weapons of defence out of your hands. A public 
appeal and defence does not go into the national archives. 

To me your book is a complete and perfect defence, and so must the 

public regard it. 

Yours truly, 

Hendeick B. Weight. 
G-BifERAL B. Patterson, Philadelphia.. 



Cincinnati, July 31st, 1868. 
General Egbert Patterson, 

Philadelphia. 

Dear Sie : On my return home, I find, indorsed with your compli- 
ments, " A Narrative of the Campaign in the Valley of the Shenan- 
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doah." I have read it with much interest. It is a perfect refutation of 
the popular newspaper and partisan clamor that sought to make you the 
victim for the Bull Run disaster. 

I have sent the book to my father, Major Butler, now quite venerable; 
but whose interest in the incidents and movements of the war is as keen 
as ever. 

With, much respect, your obedient servant, t 

Joseph C Butlee. 



Columbus, Miss., August 28th, 1868. 
Messrs. E. Patterson & Co., 

Philadelphia. 

Gentlemen : This morning we had the pleasure of a letter from your 
General Patterson, of date 24th inst. The writer, to whom he kindly 
presented his campaign book, opened it after his arrival home, and was 
so much interested that he read it through, notwithstanding it required 
until two o'clock at night to accomplish the work. The facts, proofs, 
and circumstances (many of which were familiar to him), is the clearest, 
most perfect, and unanswerable compilation of facts which he has ever 
read, and must convince all unprejudiced minds, he not only acted 
strictly in accordance with orders from the General-in-chief, but was 
forced on a line of operations from which he could not, without a probable 
chance of defeat, attack General Johnston, or prevent him from joining 
General Beauregard at Manassas. The investigation by the Congres- 
sional Committee was exceedingly unfair, and must in time reflect dis- 
credit upon the authors, and leave the fair fame of General Patterson 
untarnished. 

Yours very respectfully, 

Humphries, Hudson & Co. 



Philadelphia, August 6th , 1868. 
Dear Sir: 

I thank you for a copy of the " Shenandoah Campaign," the perusal 
of which has afforded me much pleasure. No man misrepresented and 
unjustly assailed as you have been, ever succeeded more completely than 
you have done, in expunging every trace of blemish from his reputation. 
No matter how ingeniously falsehood may be woven, the tissue vanished 
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in the light of truth ; and only that was needed in your case to restore 
the lustre of your name. 

With great respect, I am very truly, 

Your friend and obedient servant, 

W. S. N. RUSCHENBEEGER. 
G-BNEKAL EOBEKT PATTEBSON, 

PhiladelpWa. 



AUBTTEN, N. T., April 3d, 1869. 
My deae Sie : 

I am very grateful for the copy of the "Narrative," whi«h was 
received in good time. I have read it carefully, and need scarcely tell 
you what a revelation it has been to me. I knew that your operations 
were hampered by the lack of troops during the Shenandoah campaign, 
but I had no idea of the circumstances of the case until your book 
arrived. I am now glad to find the errors and mistakes fastened upon 
the proper persons, and I am sure it could not have been done with 
more discretion and accuracy than by one so well acquainted with the 
subject as General Patterson. Your letter to the Secretary of War 
(p. 12), I am particularly pleased with, while the summing up of the 
whole case is admirable. Accept once more my thanks, and believe 



me, with great respect. 



Your obedient servant, 

William A. Baker. 



233 S. I'oktt-Second Street, November 16th, 1868. 
General : 

I rea^ with interest your true " Narrative of the Campaign in the 
Valley of the Shenandoah in 1861." This accurate and " well-attested 
contribution to the earlier history of the war," will impress every reader 
with the fact that the honor 'and valor which a gallant soldier discovers 
in the face of the enemy are entirely his own, and cannot be taken from 
him, and that in peace as in war they cato be well exhibited and happily 
defended whenever occasion demands it on his part. I beg that my ab- 
sence from the city will be received as my excuse for not acknowledging 
promptly the honor you extended me in sending your interesting 
" Narrative." 

I have the honor. General, to be 

Your obedient servant and former fellow-soldier, 

William S. Forbes, 
rormerly Medical Director 13th Army Corps. 



112 APPENDIX. 

WASHiNGTOsr, April 3d, 1869. 
My deae Geneeal: 

******* 

I read your pamphlet with great care. For an outsider, ignorant of 
the war, it has one fault, namely, the map. On it there ought to be the 
names of all the places mentioned in the " Narrative." This is not the 
case. I like the tone and temper with which it is written, and I con- 
sider your statement as most convincing. You had the misfortune to 
have the blunders of others thrust upon you, and then the impatient 
ignorance of the public (who will form an opinion, with or without cor- 
rect premises), turned upon you, because you were exactly the only man 
that had nothing whatever to do with their defeat. Your General ap- 
pears to have been as slow in putting you in the right/ place, in com- 
munication with McDowell, as he was quick in putting McDowell in the 
wrong. But I suppose it would be high treason to avow this. My 
compliments to General Meade, and believe me, 

Yours very truly, 

C. A. Windham, 

Lieutenant-General. 



Jackson County, Mo., April 15tli, 1869. 

Majoe-Geneeal Patteeson. 

Deae Sie: I had intended before this to have acknowledged the 
receipt of your book, that you have been so kind and complimentary to 
send me, entitled a " Narrative of the Campaign in the Valley of the 
Shenandoah in 1861." I was glad to receive it, have read it carefully, 
and have loaned it to a number of gentlemen of culture, taste, and 
sense, all of whom, in addition to being much pleased with the literary 
style of the work, regard it as a complete and overwhelming vindication 
of yourself while in command in the Valley. We tolerably well under- 
stood the trick. General, of the Congressional Committee, before seeing 
your defence. It would not have done to acknowledge the defeat at 
Bull Eun as the fault of General Scott. It would have been too de- 
pressing and discouraging to the Yankee nation, who regarded him as 
an invincible and unparalleled general. They reasoned in this wise : If 
we confess Scott defeated, and his stratagem too weak for the " rebels," 
the country will not hope to succeed with any other commander, and 
consequently the war spirit will cease. Some patriotic lie had to be 
told; somebody sacrificed under the peculiar circumstances, and you, 
General, they basely selected as the man. The responsibility of that 
defeat to the Federal arms, I am well satisfied ought to rest solely with 
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Scott and his abolition advisers. He displayed as great ignorance at 
that time of the physical power and resources necessary to crush and 
ruin his former friends of the South, as thousands of the ordinary and 
low order of abolitionists could possibly have done. Do you remember 
a dinner party at the White House reported after that battle ? Scott 
complained that certain men did not take to themselves the responsi- 
bility of the defeat. He gave his plan, which would have been, if let 
alone, to marshal seventy-five or eighty thousand men in some healthy 
locality on the Ohio River, and drilled them until autumn, then moved 
them to the Mississippi, and commenced at once the march down that 
stream to the Gulf. He thought perhaps he would have met with op- 
position at five or six places, but doubtless would soon have overcome 
all of them, and reached the Gulf in triumph, and then the rebellion, as 
it is termed, would have been over. After events, perhaps, have proved 
the weakness, ignorance, and vanity of his conclusion. . The fact is 
plain, that Scott, Lincoln, and the whole abolition party were sanguine 
of victory at Bull Run, and were most poignantly paortified when they 
discovered their mistake. If they had followed up strictly the policy of 
sacrificing a general for every defeat sustained by their arms, they cer- 
tainly would have victimized all that the North could possibly have 
afibrded, long before the war closed. 

Whatever Scott's virtues might have })een in the eyes and heart of an 
abolitionist, undeniably envy, jealousy, and vanity were prominent 
traits in his character, and to this add, he fought against the State that 
gave him birth. Had the British nation succeeded in the subjugation 
of the colonies, Benedict Arnold would doubtless now be applauded by 
them as a great patriot ; perhaps the polished marble or brass reared 
in monumental form to his memory. There could be nothing, I would 
• suppose, too base or perfidious for an abolition Congress, or its committee 

to resort to, when necessary to accomplish a purpose 

I remain your obedient servant, 

Isaac Patteeson. 



Philadelphia, Pa., April' 27th, 1869. 
My dear General: 

The " Narrative of the Shenandoah Valley Campaign," you so kindly 
sent me, was received late last week on my return to this place from 
Washington. 

Please accept my thanks for this book. I have read it carefully. No 
one can justly blarpe you for the disaster at Bull Run, for you certainly 
did all, and even more than the part assigned you by Lieutenant-General 
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Scott. My own opinion has always been that we underestimated the 
rebel strength, and that we fought the Bull Run affair without any 
attempt at a unity of action among the various commands. My judg- 
ment has always censured General Scott for the failure. 

Faithfully yours, 

Clifford Stanley Sims. 
To Gbnkbal Robbkt Pattbrson. 



Boston, April 29th, 1869. 
Major-Geneeal E. Patterson, 

Philadelphia. 

My dear General: On my return to Boston, I have the pleasure 
of finding on my table your very interesting Narrative of the Campaign 
of 1861. 

As a contribution to history, it is of great value of course. But as a 
gallant remonstrance against the hardest thing that a brave and soldierly 
man has to bear, it makes a deep and lasting impression upon me. 

I have read the volume with great interest and with full sympathy 
in your defence, and my thanks to you for the opportunity to place this 
work in my library. 

I am. General, very respectfully and truly. 

Your obliged obedient servant, 

Horace Binney Sargent. 



WiLMiNGTOK, Del., April 29th, 1869. 
General : 

Thanks for your book, "A Narrative of the Campaign in the Valley 
of the Shenandoah in 1861." I have read it attentively, and consider it 
a triumphant vindication of your course and service. 

" The purest treasure mortal times afford, 
Is spotless reputation." 

Yet who attains it? envy, malice, jealousy, and selfishness prevail, 
and it seems sometimes only necessary that one should render good and 
faithful service to his country to become the object of calumny and mis- 
representation ; even our great and good " Pater Patriae " was not ex- 
empt. Many suffer from vile, cowardly, and secret insinuations, which 
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never reach the car of the calumniated ; therefore, General, you may 
thank God that you were made acquainted with the points of attack on 
your reputation, which the evidence in the case so fully exonerates you 
from all censure. 

I am respectfully and very truly yours, 

John P. Gillis. 

Major-Genbral Egbert Patterson, 

Philadelphia, Pa. 



JuDOKS' Lobby, Superior Court, 

Boston, May 3d, 1869. 
General R. Patterson. ^ 

General: I have read with the greatest interest your "Narrative of 
the Campaign in the Shenandoah Valley in 1861," which you were kind 
enough to send me, and for which I am much obliged to you. 

If any vindication was ever complete and thorough yours is, and I 
cannot understand how any fairminded man can rise from its perusal with 
any other feeling than that you did everything that a skilful and ac- 
complished soldier could do to carry out the plans of the Commander-in- 
chief, and that wherever the blame of the failure may rest, it is not on 
your shoulders. The two facts, first, that you were not expected to hold 
Johnston beyond the 17th ; second, that the Commander-in-chief was ap- 
prised by you before the battle of Bull Run on the 21st that Johnston 
had moved to join Beauregard, settle to my mind beyond question that 
you have been much wronged by those who have attempted to, or been 
willing to throw upon you the blame of that disaster. 

Whatever the injustice of contemporaries may have been, your Narra- 
tive must secure you justice in history, for no impartial man can read it 
without feeling it demonstrates the propositions it undertakes to main- 
tain. 

I am, dear General, your obedient servant, 

Charles Devant, Jr. 



Augusta, May 20th, 1869. 
Dear Sir: 

I received this morning the " book " you promised me in Savannah, 
and have just (5 o'clock p. M.) finished reading it. This complies with 
your first request ; as to your second, I am hardly capable of forming an 
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opinion to which any value can be attached. I know nothing of strategy, 
and am therefore unable to judge of the military character of your 
movements in the Shenandoah Valley. I have no recollection of the 
controversy which rendered your publication necessary for your defence. 
Northern papers did not then reach us. McDowell's defeat on the 21st of 
July, 1861, was an event which made us at the South forget those of 
less importance which preceded it, and I confess I never attempted to 
investigate the reasons why he was defeated, nor was I aware (if I was, I 
have forgotten it), that any attempt has been made to throw the respon- 
sibility on you. It is no new thing for a government or a high official 
to seek for a scapegoat, in order to throw the blame of a miserable 
failure on other shoulders. Poor Admiral Byng was victimized to re- 
lieve the imbecile ministry of the day from the " roaring of the British 
Hon," which broke out on his failure at Minorca, and the same game 
had been played before and has been since. The men whose weakness 
yielded to the claptrap of " On to Richmond," raised by a mob whose 
hallucination led them to suppose that the Confederates had only to be 
attached in order to be swept from the face of the earth, were, of course, 
anxious to throw the responsibility of their failure on other shoulders, 
and it seems to ipe, as far as I am competent to judge of the matter, that 
they have selected as the person to bear the blame one whose only fault 
was that he obe^d orders, which he could not disobey, without risking 
his commission, his reputation, and perhaps, considering the importance 
of the crisis,, his life. 

This seems to me the sum and substance of the whole matter, though, 
as I said before, my want of information as to the wisdom of military 
movements, renders my opinion of little value. 

I am, dear sir, very respectfully yours, 

— William T. Gould. 

To General Patterson. 



PKiNCETOir, May 81st, 1869. 
To Geneeal Robebt Patterson. 

My dear Ge^steral : When I saw you at your house on Saturday 
evening, you did me the honor to request that you might hear from me, 
after I had read your monograph on the first campaign of the Shenan- 
doah Valley. I have read it, every word, documents and all. In fact, 
I was more than half through it before breakfast this morning. I men- 
tion this, that you may not think you are the only man in this degener- 
ate age who can get up early to his work. I frankly confess that aftSr 
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I had read a few pages I got completely stuck in it, and could not think 
of laying it aside before I had finished it. It gives me great pleasure 
also to tell you the impression it has made upon my mind. 

Of course, I am no military critic, although I have read Jomini and 
other military writers with great pleasure. But your little work leaves 
not a doubt in my mind, if any ever existed, but that, if others had done 
their duty as faithfully and patriotically as you did in that afiair, we 
should never have lost the disastrous battle of Bull Run. It appears to 
me that your inferior force was handled in a masterly manner, to hold 
in check, as you did, a superior force, under the command of him who 
was beyond comparison, as I think, the ablest general that the South 
produced during the whole war. I have nel" doubt at all but that your 
reputation in that whole afiair will stand before the country where you, 
as a soldier and a patriot, wish it to stand. 

There is one thing in your vindication of yourself which I particularly 
admire, and that is its temperateness. Smarting, as you must have been, 
under a sense of the gross injustice which had been done you, you have 
not used an expression in the book which a Christian ought not to have 
used. I would not dare to say this for the sake of your soul's welfare, 
if I did not feel it to be the truth, beyond any doubt in my mind. 
Believe me, my dear General, 

I am truly yours, 

J. H. McIlvaine. 



Atlanta, G-a., May 31st, 1869. 
Dear General : 

I tender you my acknowledgments for the copy of " A Narrative of 
the CaiApaign in the Valley of the Shenandoah in 1861.'' I have read 
it with satisfaction, and gained from its perusal, I hope, much historical 
information on the military operations during the early part of the re- 
bellion. 

I admit my almo.st total ignorance on matters appertaining to military 
science and strategy. But it seems to me that the mind of any man of 
general and ordinary comprehension, cannot read that simple and plain 
narration, and the appended proofs, without coming at once to the con- 
clusion that General Patterson's entire conduct was that of a soldier who 
thoroughly understood his business, and a soldier too who was -ever 
ready and willing to fight. 

In reading the " Narrative " the thought intrudes upon the mind, and 
there impresses itself, that there was, to say the least, an indirectness on 
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the part of the General-in-chief. I have perused all the orders with 

care. General Scott was a great soldier, and it would not become me to 

be hypercritical. 

With sincere and high respect, I remain, dear General, 

Truly your obedient servant, 

John Eeskine. 
To Maj&r-G-bneral Egbert Patterson, 

Philadelphia, Pa. 



Savannah, May 31st, 1869. 
My dear General: 

I have had the pleasure to receive your very kind note of the 17th, 
and the copy of the " Narrative of your Campaign in the Valley of the 
Shenandoah," brought by the same mail, and thank you cordially for 
both. 

I shall always value the volume, but assure you that I have not waited 
until now to learn the truth in regard to those operations. Your " Nar- 
rative " was the first historical publication concerning events of the war 
that I read, and in that way I was convinced, in 1865, of what I had 
before suspected, that you had been bearing the weight of the General-in- 
chief, as well as o-f the Committee of Congress. I hope with you, at no 
distant day, we may have an opportunity to talk over such matters. I 
confess to the having been greatly deceived at the time as to your strength, 
first by scouts, then by newspapers of Hagerstown, and last by people of 
Martinsburg. , 

I was much disappointed after le' — ;liJg that you were in Savannah, 

not to have the pleasure of meeting you. The hotel clerk told me then 

that your time was so occupied, that he could not say at what* time of 

the day you might probably be found in the house. It would be so 

agreeable to me to meet you, that I shall never neglect an opportunity 

to do so, nor fail, when I visit Philadelphia, to report the fact to you. 

Very truly yours, 

J. E. Johnston. 
General Patterson. 



Boston, August 3d, ISS^ 
My deae Sir : 

The first leisure moments I could command after my return from 
Lancaster I have devoted to the reading of your " Narrative," and 
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certainly no unprejudiced person can fail to pronounce it a complete 
and triumphant vindication. You prove everything as you go along, 
leaving nothihg to rest upon bare assertion or unsupported statement. 
And I am struck with the moderation of your tone, smarting as you 
must have been under the burning sense of unmerited indignity. The 
tenderness especially with which you treat General Scott does you very 
great honor, and returns good for evil, in the full measure demanded 
by Christianity. 

It is a melancholy fact, that a man like you, with a military record 
like yours, should be obliged to vindicate yourself as you have done. 
But you have yourself indicated the reason. The battle of Bull Run 
was a deep wound to our self-esteem. We would not admit the true 
causes of the disaster, which you have so clearly stated, but we cast 
about to find a victim, a scapegoat; and the lot fell upon you, and you 
know what Bacon says sympathetically in his own case : " When from 
private appetite it is resolved that a creature shall be sacrificed, it is 
easy to pick up sticks enough from any thicket whither it hath strayed, 
to make a fire to offer it with." 

Your case, and those of Generals McClellan, Stone, and F. J. Porter, 
are illustrations of a truth which all history confirms, that no lot is so 
hard as that of the man who incurs the hostility of the majority in coun- 
tries ruled by popular institutions. The party that came into power 
with the election of President Lincoln have wielded, and are still wield- 
ing, a power unprecedented in the history of free countries. They con- 
trol all the organs and sources of public opinion, and public opinion 
really governs this country. Had you been persecuted by a monarch, 
you would have had support and sympathy in popular feeling, expressed 
or suppressed ; but woe to him who is persecuted by a relentless majority, 
for him there is no castle of defence, no altar of security. 

And there is yet another untoward element in your case. The charges 
against you are statements, positive assertions, made by persons whose 
official position gives weight to every word uttered by them. They are 
taken in trust, not for their own sake, but because they are uttered by 
men in authority. But you cannot meet them by counter-statements ; 
you must argue your case, you must cite letters, documents, telegrams, 
you must tax the time and attention of your readers. But most men are 
either indolent or preoccupied, and indolence and preoccupation are alike 
hostile to the calm investigation of truth. But time is on your side ; 
sooner or later, truth prevails and wrongs are righted. You know how 
long it was before justice was done to the military character of Wellington, 
and how Washington's capacity was disparaged. To you also justice will 
be done, if it is not now. 
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I mark with a white stone the day on which I made the acquaintance 
of yourself and your associates of the club, and should esteem myself 
most fortunate could I have the pleasure of meeting you again. 

Yours faithfully, 

G. S. HiLLAED. 



Boston, September 6th, 1869. 
My dear Sib: 

I received your memoir on the eve of my departure for an excursion 
to the Upper Mississippi, from which I have just returned. I read on 
my journey, and with great pleasure, your very interesting " Narrative." 
It lifts the veil from the obscure military operations, or rather their 
origin and design, during the early part of the war. The true history 
of the war is yet to be written, and this will form an important contri- 
bution to it, and vindicate your reputation as a prominent actor in it. 
It is a pity there are not more of such spirited and clear narratives, but 
it is not often that the pen and sword go together. 

It gave me great pleasure to meet you upon the pleasant hillsides of 
Lancaster, and to enjoy in your company Mr. Parker's abundant hos- 
pitality. 

Thank you- for your kind invitation to call upon you, in Philadelphia, 

which I hope some day to accept. 

Very sincerely and cordially yours, 

William Minot, Jr. 
General Patterson, Philadelphia. 



Ojpfice of the New York Associatbd Press, 
New York, September 21st, 1869. 

Majoe-General Robert Patterson. 

My deae Sir : I have received and read your " Narrative of the 
Campaign in the Valley of the Shenandoah in 1861,'' and thank you 
for your kindness in sending me the same. 

I have perused it with great care and surpassing interest. It turns a 
flood of light on what history will characterize as the pivotal point in 
the war for the Union, which determined the duration of the struggle, 
and made it a conflict of weary years for the preservation of the 
national life, instead of a brief contest for the suppression of insurrection. 

No thoughtful and loyal man doubts, that a decisive triumph of the 
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national arms at the first battle of Manassas (or Ball Run), would 
have discouraged the Southern masses, and deprived the rebel leaders of 
the victorious prestige, which enabled them to commit a whole people to 
a death-struggle from which there was no retreat. You have shown 
conclusively, I think, that our defeat at that important crisis was the 
result chiefly of erroneous judgment, prompting to ill-timed military 
movements in front of "Washington. Hqw any one can rise from the 
perusal of your paper without the conviction that you were in no way 
responsible for the disastrous result, I confess is a mystery which I am 
not metaphysician enough to fathom or understand. 

Such is my unprofessional verdict, but I am glad to see it and your 
campaign so thoroughly sustained by many gentlemen, whose soldierly 
reputations are second to none in the land. 

Hoping to have the pleasure of meeting you socially again, at some 
time in the early future, 

I am very truly yours, 

' J. "W. SiMONTON. 



1200 S. Beoad Street, 
Philadelphia, November 5th, 1869. 
General : 

I have read with personal satisfaction your interesting " Narrative of 
- the Campaign in the Valley of the Shenandoah in 1861," and think the 
statement, and evidence adduced in corroboration, prove a complete vin- 
dication of your military conduct, aspersed as it has been. 

It is delightful to your friends in Philadelphia and Pennsylvania to 
know that the young captain in the war of 1812, and the major-general 
in the war with Mexico, have not been found deficient in either patriot- 
ism, wisdom, skill, or bravery, in the late uncivil and fratricidal war 
with our misguided countrymen. 

Time, that allays the selfish passions and ambitions of struggling men, 
has already efiaced from the public mind the impressions left by the 
calumnies, that made you the victim of the ignominious defeat of > our 
raw and undisciplined ofiicers and men upon the memorable field of 
Manassas. 

That you have outlived the scandal of the day, and may continue a 
long and happy life, is the sincere desire of one who has the honor to be 

Most respectfully. 

Your obedient servant, 

H. M. Watts. 
Majoe-Gbnbral R. Patteesok. 
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Btjreatj CoujyrY, Illinois, 

Pkinceton, November 15th, 1869. 
General Robert Patterson. 

Philadelphia. 

Dear Sir : Your favor of the 14tli October last was duly received, 
as were the copies of your " Narrative of the Campaign in the Valley 
of the Shenandoah in 1861," sent to us for ourselves, and for distribu- 
tion, as requested by you, and we thank you for the copy of the " Nar- 
rative " sent to us. Our Mr. Henderson has read it with a great deal of 
interest, and regards it, so far as he is capable of judging, as being a 
complete vindication of your conduct while in command in the Shenan- 
doah Valley. We hardly see how any one can read your " Narrative," 
without coming to the conclusion, that you did your duty under all the 
circumstances in which you were placed, faithfully, ably, and patrioti- 
cally ; and that you were in no manner responsible for the disaster at 
Bull Run. It is very evident that you could not hazard a battle with 
Johnston at Winchester, in the condition your army was in ; and that 
under your orders, you ought not to have done so ; and having detained 
Johnston until long after the battle of Bull Run should have been 
fought, as you were advised it would be, and having notified General 
Scott that Johnston had moved his army before the battle was actually 
fought, it is equally evident, that if they wanted you with your com- 
mand, they ought to have delayed the engagement until your arrival. 
And that as they did not do this, you should not be held responsible for 
the result. 

We did not know before, that you were the ranking officer of the 
army next to General Scott, and that it would have been your duty to 
have taken command, if firesent, at the battle of Bull Run ; but the 
fact affords an easy solution of the question, as it seems to us, of why 
the battle of Bull Run was not delayed until your arrival, or rather 
why you were not ordered to join McDowell with your command before 
delivering battle. 

Believing as we now do, after reading your statement, that very great 
injustice has been done you, we sincerely trust that time will vindicate 
your conduct and patriotism, and place them, with your valuable mili- 
tary services, before the country in their true light. 

We would have answered your letter before but fon our engagements 
in court, and our desire to read your "Narrative" before replying. 
We are. General, with great respect. 

Very truly, your obedient servants, 

Taylor & Henderson. 
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Spakta, Ga., January 2d, 1870. 
General Robert Patterson. 

My dear Sir : Allow me to say now, what I have long intended to 
say at some day, which I have all along meant to be an early one, but 
which has turned out to be a very late one. 

I received your book in good time, and read it through immediately, 
with great interest and instruction. Its revelation of facts was very in- 
teresting indeed. Can you blame me for wishing that I had known 
these facts when they were taking place, as you have placed them before 
me now ? I should certainly feel the wish, if I thought the use which 
my side could have made of them, would not have merely prolonged the 
struggle, but have changed the general result of the war ; for the result 
which has come to us is bad enough, and growing worse and worse. 
But what I intended to say is that the evidence produced by you in this 
book, completely exempts you from all responsibility for the results 
which were charged to you, and vindicates and establishes your general- 
ship, by proving that if your counsel had been followed, the results 
would have been very different. It is unanswerable. 

Most respectfully yours, 

Linton Stephens. 



Leon, Cattakauqtjb Cottnty, N. Y., 
June 22d, 1870. 
My dear Sir: 

I had the honor and pleasure of receiving your kind and valued 
favor of 11th of June, together with a copy of your able work on the 
" Campaign of the Shenandoah Valley," for both of which I beg that 
you will accept my sincere thanks. I read your work with much inter- 
est (almost the onhj book which I have perused, among the numerous 
ones received this season), and it confirms the general impression I had 
before taken of that campaign, reached in opposition to current rumor. 
As some slight return, I beg to mail you herewith a copy of the hurried 
edition of preliminary part of my " Historical Sketch of the Cheney 
Valley," &c. 

I am with great regard, truly yours, 

T. Apoleon Cheney. 
Q-BNEBAL K. Patterson-. 
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1030 Speuce Stbbkt, 
Philadelphia, March 14th, 1870. 
My dear General: 

Many thanks for your history of your campaign of 1861. Its clear, 
plain, and unvarnished story must carry conviction to every mind not 
steeped in ultra partisanship, and who are " blind leaders of the blind." 
I needed no conviction ; my conversations with General Fitz John 
Porter had long ago given me the truth, and a subsequent; visit to the 
fields you mention, made me familiar with the ground. Take comfort 
in the fact that you have company with many other noble men, unjustly 
treated for doing their duty but too well, and with whom in days to 
come, a nation awakened from besotted African orgies will yet be proud 
to render justice. 

With regard and respect, 

I am. General, your friend, 

H. S. Lansing. 
Majok-Gbnbkal Egbert Pattekson. 



Bankside, Dedham, Mass., Fehruary 27th, 1870. 
My dear General : 

I have just finished reading your Narrative, which I have done with 
great care, having delayed doing so until I had despatched the afiairs 
which will accumulate during an absence of three weeks, even for one 
so little a man of afiairs as myself ' You have certainly done your work 
extremely well and dispassionately, quite as if it were another person 
that you were defending. Your readers, if not your assailants, can 
hardly fail to mark " how a plain tale has put them down." I think 
there can be no doubt that the future historians of the war will follow 
your account of the passages in which you were engaged, rather than 
the partisan rumors of those days of darkness and uncertainty. I con- 
gratulate you too on having lived to vindicate yourself so efiectually, as 
it seems to me you have done in this narrative of your doings, so well 
supported as it is at every point by extrinsic evidence 

I shall always consider it as one of the chief features of my very 
pleasant visit to Philadelphia, that it afibrded me an opportunity of 
making the acquaintance of a veteran who has acted so considerable a 
part in the service of his country, and to whose merits history will not 
fall to do justice. 

I am, my dear General, with great respect. 

Very faithfully yours, 

Edmund Quincey. 
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Philadelphia, March 7th, 1870. 
General : 

In acknowledging tte receipt of your "Narrative of the Campaign in 
the Valley of the Shenandoah," permit me to express the pleasure I have 
derived from a careful perusal of its contents. I entertain the highest 
appreciation of the important and valuable services rendered by you to 
the government under most peculiar and trying circumstances, and the 
self-sacrificing spirit of patriotism that prompted you to endure in silence 
the false and malicious accusations of unscrupulous partisans. 

Sympathizing with you for the wrongs which have been heaped upon 
an old and tried veteran, and rejoicing in the knowledge of the hold you 
have upon the affections of the people, 

I have the honor to be, General, with much respect and esteem, 

Your obedient servant, 

C. L. Comfort. 

Majok-G-bnbkal Egbert Pattersok. 



1701 "Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia, April 14th, 1870. 
My dear Sir: , 

I have to thank you for your kindness in sending me a copy of " A 
Narrative of the Campaign in the Valley of the Shenandoah in 1861," 
which I have read with great care and interest. 

Not only is it a complete vindication of the unjust aspersion cast upon 
your actions in that campaign, but a most gratifying record of the very 
arduous and valuable services rendered by you in that critical and trying 
period, and which should greatly add to the renown your eminent career 
in former wars had so deservedly Won. 

I remain, General, very sincerely yours, 

Robert B. Potter, 
Late Major-General Volunteers. 
Majoe-Gbneeal Eobbet Patterson, 

I Locust Street. 



Department op the Intbeioe, 

Washington, Petruary 21st, 1870. 
My dear Sir: 

Having read the " Narrative " you were kind enouglf to send me, I 
take pleasure in giving you my impressions of the case presented in it. 
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1st. As to the campaign in the Shenandoah, I think it is clear that 
whatever might have been done with veteran troops, the peculiar de- 
moralization which we all know in fact existed among the three months' 
men, whose term was just expiring, would have made a more aggressive 
policy very rash and probably disastrous. 

The " three months' men," as I had occasion to know from experience, 
were just long enough in the field to be homesick and disgusted with 
camp life, without having acquired the soldierly habits, or esprit de corps, 
which would in a few more |months have made them reliable troops. 
They had little wish to acquire such qualities, because most of them 
were then in such a frame of mind as to be determined not to become 
soldiers, and were impatient of everything which looked like holding 
them to a work they regarded themselves as by right released from. I 
know that many, even of those whose patriotism revived after a little 
visit home, and who went into the army again and did good service, 
were at that time in a state bordering on mutiny, and no prudent com- 
mander could undertake with them operations requiring vigor, discipline, 
and a plomh. I think, therefore, that whilst you would probably have 
gone directly to Winchester from Martinsburg, if your troops had been 
such as were in General Thomas's command before Atlanta in 1864, his 
judgment and yours, that no such movement was judicious in 1861, was 
sound. 

2d. As to the influence of all this upon the first battle of Bull Run, it 
seems to me that the documents you adduce show that General Scott so 
far appreciated the actual state of your command as to be unwilling to 
order a more venturesome policy than that you pursued ; that he ex- 
pected to have pushed McDowell's attack whilst Johnston was still at 
Winchester, but finding that impracticable, on the 18th of July, he 
probably concluded to drop your command out of his combinations as 
having done all that was fairly within its power, and treat it as in pro- 
cess of muster-out, whilst he gave battle to the rebel forces with full 
knowledge that part at least of Johnston's command had joined Beaure- 
gard. 

I think his silence and total cessation of communication with you 
from the 18th till after the battle is only explicable on the hypothesis 
stated, and that the battle of Bull Run must be judged as a military event 
entirely disconnected with your campaign from the time you sent your 
dispatch announcing Johnston's march from Winchester. It seems to 
me that what General Scott himself says, of the growth of his confidence 
in the result and his sanguine expectations of success, after the prelimi- 
nary movements preceding the battle, shows that he had said to himself, 
" We can handle Beauregard and Johnston together, and can afibrd to 
drop Patterson's command out of the account," and that only in this 
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■way can we understand why he sent no new orders to you after receiving 
your dispatch, and did not even inform you of the time fixed at last 
for giving battle. 

Such is the impression made upon me by reading the Narrative and 
the documents quoted in it, but without a careful re-examination of the 
" Report on Conduct of the War." One of the great peculiarities of a 
great civil war is that a calm judgment of current events is almost im- 
possible, and that disasters are often visited upon an innocent victim, 
who, from motives of assumed public policy, is not allowed to exonerate 
himself. 

The patriotism that is shown in patiently bearing the odium till the 
time for vindication comes, I am quite free to admit, is of a higher kind 
than that which we were called upon to exhibit against an enemy in the 
field. 

Thanking you again for your kindness in sending me the book, 

I remain, very truly yours, 

J. D. Cox. 

Q-ENBKAL E. Patterson, Philadelphia. 



HotrsB OF Eepeesentatitks, 
Washington, D. C, May 25th, 1870. 
Dear Sir: 

I take pleasure in acknowledging the receipt of your " History of the 
Campaign in the Valley of the Shenandoah," in which you have very 
clearly stated your ease, and shown that injustice has been done you. 

Very respectfully, 

John A. Logan. 
E. Patterson, Esq., 

1300 Locust Street, Philadelphia. 



Baltimore, August 10th, 1870. 

Majoe-Geneeal Robert Patterson, 

Philadelphia. 

Geneeal : I have the honor of receiving your " Narrative of the 
Campaign in the Shenandoah Valley in 1861," also four copies for the 
use of the reading-room of the Fifth Regiment, M. N. G. These latter 
will be read with pleasure, I doubt not, by many who served in the army 
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of General Johnston, opposed to you, and who will be glad to learn the 
facts and reasons of the movements they took part in. 

I have read your book with care, and the perusal has afforded me much 
gratification. 

I thank you heartily for the opportunity thus given me of learning from 
the copies of the official documents, the truth relative to the movements 
of the army under your command in 1861, exhibiting as it does, your 
strict obedience to the orders of the General-in-chief, and his want of can- 
dor and unfairness, in endeavoring to make you the scapegoat for the 
Manassas disaster, by charging that you failed to carry out his commands 
to keep General Johnston at Winchester, when he knew, through you, 
the day before the battle was delivered, that General Johnston had left 
Winchester for Manassas on the 18th July, or three days before the 
battle took place. 

You had the right to expect fairer treatment from an old soldier, 
but from Gooch and Honest (God save the mark) John Covode, you 
could look for nothing honest or of good report, if in conflict with their 
personal or political interests or ends. 

The papers you quote, and the evidence you have collected, show con- 
clusively that the causes of defeat were, First. Overweening confidence 
on the part of the commanding officer ; Secondly. The failure to attack 
before 21st July ; Thirdly. The delay after the movement commenced ; 
Fourthly. The failure to give efficient support to the artillery ; Fifthly. 
The want of discipline in both officers and men ; Sixthly. And the failure 
to use the troops at the command of the general. 

It is presumptuous in me to attempt to criticize a large military move- 
ment, but it strikes me the foregoing are the inevitable conclusions of 
■emj reasonable man, whether he is a soldier or not. 

Excuse, General, the length of this letter. 

I remain, your obliged and 

Very obedient servant, 

H. D. LONEY. 



House of Ebprbsbntatites, 
"Washington, D. C, June i!7th, 1871. 
Dear General: 

Please accept my thanks for a copy of your "Narrative of the Cam- 
paign in the Valley of the Shenandoah in 1861." I have read the book 
with interest, and do not hesitate to say, that it is a complete vindication 
of your conduct in that campaign, and silences forever your calumniators. 
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In the light of the facts therein set forth, evidenced by documentary 
testimony not to be questioned, it is clear that at the request of General 
Scott, on the 21st of June, 1861, a month before the battle of Bull Run, 
you furnished to him a plan of operations, which if you had been per- 
mitted by him to follow out, would have enabled you to have rendered 
such service in that battle as might have changed its result from disaster 
to victory. 

Denied as you were the privilege of following out your plan as pro- 
posed, no just man can attribute your failure to cut oif Johnston from 
communication with and joining Beauregard, to any neglect or want of 
skill on your part. 

The correspondence of the 17th and 18th July with headquarters at 
Washington, while Johnston still lay at Winchester, fully acquits you 
of any blame for his advance after that day on Bull Run. 

Your telegram of 18th July sent at 1.30 a.m., twelve hours before any 
part of Johnston's command left Winchester for Manassas, stating the 
probable result of an attack by you, and asking if you should attack, 
was entitled to an answer. Until the answer came, you were bound not 
to risk a battle against Johnston's superior force, on the 18th July, when 
you had before you the telegram of General Scott of the 17th July, in 
which he said, " McDowell has driven the enemy beyond Fairfax ; the 
junction will probably be carried to-morrow, the 18th." Your order was 
to delay Johnston so that he might not reinforce the junction with his 
main body. You did delay him so that he did not reinforce the junction 
' until the 21st July, three days after the 18th, on which day, the 18th, 
General Scott informed you the junction would probably be carried. 
Surely under such circumstances no blame can attach to you for the 
subsequent advance of Johnston on Manassas. 

Upon reading the record, fair-minded men will concur in the judg- 
ment pronounced upon your conduct by that lamented hero of the war, 
Major-General George H. Thomas, who'said in his letter of August 8th, 
1864, writing to you and of your campaign : " I have always believed, 
and have frequently so expressed myself, that your management of the 
three months' campaign was able and judicious, and was to the best in- 
terests of the service, considering the means at your disposal, and the 
nature of the troops under your command." 

With sincere respect, 

I am very truly yours, &c., 

Jno. a. Bingham. 
Majob-Genbral B. Pattbkson, 

Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Baltimoee, August 13th, 1871. 
Majoe-Geneeal Robeet Patterson, 

Philadelphia. 

Dear Sir : Yesterday I had the pleasure of receiving a copy of your 
Campaign in the Valley in 1861, which has been carefully read with 
great gratification. It is certainly a most complete vindication of your- 
self, and must satisfy every impartial mind. The day for gross misrep- 
resentation has passed, and people view with calmer judgment, actions 
that in the early heat of the contest they were unwilling dispassionately 
to comment upon. 

Our regiment returned safely, all in good condition, and with a lively 
recollection of your kind, genial, and generous welcome. 

We feel you have done much to kindle a kindly spirit of brotherly 
fellowship between the people of the two cities. Pray accept my thanks, 
and believe me. 

Yours truly, 

J. Steicher Jenkins. 



Philadelphia, May 19th, 1871. 
My dear General: 

I have read with much pleasure, the very interesting "Narrative of 
the Campaign in the Valley " which you have so kindly sent to me. 

A more decisive refutation of the senseless charges made upon you at 
the time it would be difficult to conceive of, and while it cannot but be 
gratifying to you to reflect that the more intelligent of your fellow-citi- 
zens did not then join in the popular clamor, they must have since better 
appreciated the dignified magnanimity which prompted you to suffer in 
silence, for so long a time, under such undeserved reproach. 

. Again thanking you, General, and assuring you that your little book 
has to me an additional value, because it contains the autograph of its 
distinguished author, 

I am, very sincerely and respectfully, 

Your friend, 

Samuel L. Shobee. 
General E. Patterson, Philadelphia. 



Philadelphia, June 9th, 1871. 
Geneeal Robeet Patterson. 

Deae Sie : I beg that you will accept my best thanks for the privi- 
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lege afforded me in the perusal of your " Campaign of 1861," which I 
have read most carefully. 

That in your recital of this important historical event you have not 
only justified in the fullest manner your own action, but have faithfully 
protected the interests and integrity of our country, is the humble but 
sincere opinion of 

Your obliged and obedient servant, 
, John Eisenbeey, Je. 



1007 Walnttt Street, 
Philadelphia, February 6th, 1872. 

Majob-General Robeet Patteeson. 

Deae Geneeal : I thank you sincerely for your kindness in sending 
me a copy of your " Shenandoah Valley Campaign." I have read parts, 
and looked over the whole, with exceeding interest. In common with the 
whole country, I was abused at the time with the imputations which were 
cast upon you. I rejoice greatly that you have so honorably vindicated 
yourself. Your book is a most valuable contribution to the truth of 
history. You were made the scapegoat for the sins of others. I now 
see also that you did not get the credit which was due you for large 
views and wise plans in regard to the war generally, aside from your 
doing all you could, and the best you could, in the special charge in- 
, trusted to you. 

I am the more gratified to have made your acquaintance, and to have 
read your book, and. to have my mind cleared of the falsehoods with 
which it was abused, because I myself was a resident of Washington 
during all those days ; I was personally acquainted with the President, 
several members of the Cabinet, and many members of Congress ; and 
very often came in possession of facts which were the master-key to his- 
tory, and which yet were never written and may never be printed. So 
closely did I study men and events at that time, and so full of falsehoods 
are all hitherto published accounts of the war, that I have frequently 
meditated an " Inside History of the War." Many distinguished pa- 
triots have repeatedly said they wished I would, and several very emi- 
nent actors in these scenes have offered to give me material. 

If I were to write such a book, it would be a pleasure to me, among 
other pleasant duties, to represent you as being entirely unworthy of the 
blame which was cast upon you ; that you merited instead great praise ; 
that you were sacrificed merely to save those who were truly at fault ; 
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that your superiors were vastly incompetent ; that General Scott him- 
self (perhaps solely from age), was unable to grasp and manage the war ; 
that General McDowell was unequal to so grave a command ; and that 
the Bull Run disaster, so universally believed to be the fault of General 
Patterson, was not his fault at all, but was the result of general and 
fatal disqualification and incapacity in higher quarters. 

It affords me, as one who has studied the rebellion matters thus closely, 
the highest gratification to have read your calmly stated report of the 
facts, and the purest and most vivid pleasure to have had my own mind 
so thoroughly purged of error. 

To this I must add the additional pleasure it aifords me to add your- 
self to the long list of distinguished actors in the war with whom I have 
become personally acquainted. 

I deem it an honor. General, to sign myself, 

Your friend and servant, 

A. McCoy. 



Office New Orleans and Cakrollton Eailroad Co., 
New Orleans, November 4th, 1872. 
My deae General: 

On my return from Virginia, I found at my house your Narrative of 
the Campaign in the Valley of the Shenandoah, which you were kind 
enough to send me by Mr. Ogden, of this city. I read it with much 
pleasure, and have no hesitation in saying that, in my humble opinion, 
you have exculpated yourself from the unjust charges brought against 
you by your commanding general, who left you in ignorance of his plan 
of operations, and who, being in constant telegraphic communication 
with you, did not advise you when to form a junction with General 
McDowell. 

Your proposition from Hagerstown, of June 21st, 1861, to change 
your base to Leesburg, was perfectly correct ; and General Halleck's 
criticism (pages 40 and 41), of the exterior positions occupied by your- 
self and General McDowell, relative to General Johnston and myself, 
is unanswerable. 

You certainly kept Johnston's forces at Winchester long enough to 
have insured my defeat at Manassas, if I had been properly attacked on 
the 18th July, 1861. I had then along the Bull Run but about 17,000 
men of all arms (badly disciplined and armed), of which only about one 
regiment of infantry guarded, for want of troops, the crossing at the 
stone bridge on the Warrenton turnpike. McDowell's forces, abou^t 
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45,000 or 50,000 strong, were then immediately in my front, while John- 
ston's army was still at or about Winchester, over 60 miles to my left, 
and Holmes about half that distance to my right and rear. It is proba- 
ble that if McDowell did not handle more successfully his greatly supe- 
rior numbers on the 18th July, he would not have done much better 
with your forces added to his own, after Johnston had joined me with a 
part of his forces on the 21st. 

I will remark here that the latter's first troops commenced arriving 
at Manassas on the morning of the 20th, and th6 remainder only reached 
there about noon on the 21st, while the battle was being fought with 
great slaughter near the stone bridge, about four and a half miles from 
Manassas. The total force brought by him was about 8000 men of all 
arms. General Holmes, from Acquia Creek, joined me on the 19th with 
about 3000 men, and I received from Eichmond, between the 18th and 
21st, about 2000 more, making my whole force amount, on the 21st, to 
nearly 30,000 men of all arms. 

Through the blind obstinacy of President Davis, he would not au- 
thorize me to order Generals Johnston and Holmes to join me until noon 
of the 17th July, when McDowell had already driven my advance guard 
(Bonham's brigade) from Fairfax Court-house, only about ten or twelve 
miles from Manassas. You may readily imagine what would have been 
the fate of the Confederacy if McDowell had attacked me heavily on my 
extreme left or right on the 18th with his preponderating and well-or- 
ganized army, while I had but about 17,000 men, badly equipped and 
unused to marching or manoeuvring. 

Permit me to say that you overestimate General Johnston's forces at 
Winchester. I do not think he ever had more than 16,000 men all 
told ; but if you had not more than 20,000, I believe that it would have 
been very imprudent on your part to have attacked him in position, es- 
pecially with troops in your command whose time of service was about 

to expire. 

I remain, dear Greneral, yours most sincerely, 

G. T. Beaueegaed. 
General Eobbkt Patterson, 

No. 1300 Locust Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 



Glen Cove, March 7th, 1873. 
General Abeeceombie, 

Glenwood, L. I. 
My dear Sir : I am in receipt of General Patterson's " Narrative of 
Operations in the Valley in 1861," for which please accept my thanks. 
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A soldier's honor and reputation are dearer to him than aught else on 
earth, and I thoroughly sympathize with the General, in his desire to 
set himself right, be correctly understood by those who, either through 
ignorance ofJihe subject or blind prejudice, have been inclined to censure 
him for the results of his operations in the vicinity of Winchester in 
1861, and especially for his failure to hold Johnston in check, and for 
not marching on Manassas, and effecting a junction with McDowell after 
he, Johnston, had escaped him, &c. 

I cannot see of what service General Patterson's column would have 
been on the field, as it is generally known that a large portion of the 
troops that were there did not fire a shot or go into action at all. 

Besides, the Commander-in-chief of the Union forces was well aware 
that Johnston had abandoned Winchester, and united his forces with 
Beauregard, and if he did not feel sufficiently strong to attacl^ without 
General Patterson's co-operation, it seems to me that he should have 
quietly awaited his arrival, especially as there was no need for haste at 
that stage of the game. 

I have read the report carefully, and am of the opinion that it not 
only clearly and satisfactorily accounts for General Patterson's move- 
ments in the campaign alluded to, but fully refutes the charges and as- 
persions of those who ungenerously desired to fasten upon him the odium 
and disgrace attending the disastrous results of the Bull Run repulse. 

The report has been too long withheld from the public, and I hope it 
will be extensively circulated even at this late day. 

The copy you kindly sent me has already been read by a number of 
people in my neighborhood, and I intend to pass it around among my 
friends and neighbors generally. 

Hoping this will find yourself and family in good health, believe me. 
General, 

Very respectfully yours, 

Geoege Ddetea, 

Late Lt.-Col. 5th N. T. Volunteer Infantry, 

Brevet Colonel TJ. S. Volunteers. 



The Citizen^' Associatiott of TTew York, 
No. 81S Broadway, March 18th, 1873. 

General J. J. Abeecrombib, U. S. A., 

Eoslyn, L. I. 

General : I have had the honor to receive your polite note of the 
6th instant, which reached my hands on the 11th, and on the day fol- 
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lowing, a pamphlet containing a history of the campaign of General 
Robert Patterson from the beginning of the rebellion to July 24th, 1861. 

I have carefully read the pamphlet, and am constrained to say, in the 
face of strong prejudices long and honestly entertained, respecting the 
conduct of General Patterson in the case referred to, that in the absence 
of any countervailing statement, and accepting the documentary evidence 
as full and fairly quoted, I do not see how a vindication could be more 
complete and triumphant. 

I am happy to say it removes from my own mind the last vestige of 
suspicion respecting his motives, and adds one more to the instances in 
which time and truth, working on ' cooled passions and calmed under- 
standings, have reversed unjust judgments that were inevitable in a con- 
flict so vast, and involving a social not less than a political revolution. 

I only regret for the sake of General Patterson and his friends, that 
my opinion is not more important, but I feel assured that the candid 
perusal of his vindication, will evoke from every just mind a tribute not 
less emphatic than my own. 

Wishing to him and to you many years of honor and happiness after 
your long and arduous service of your country, I have the honor to be, 
General, 

■ With sincere respect, your obedient servant, 

E. A. Stansbury. 



Decatur, Ills., April 7th, 1873. 
Majoe-Geneeal E. Patteeson. , 

My deab Sib : I found on my return to the hotel on Monday, after 
having met you at Mr. Carey's, " A Narrative of the Campaign in the 
Valley of the Shenandoah in 1861, by Robert Patterson," &c, and a 
letter from my old commander in Mexico, requesting me to read the 
former, a volume of 118 pages, at my leisure, before acknowledging its 
receipt. I have the honor, General, to inform you I did myself the 
pleasure to carefully read it to-day, and must thank you for the occasion 
of again refreshing my memory about the stirring events of those start- 
ling days, when all of us were on trial in common with our country and 
its precious interests, then imminently at stake. You will not, I trust, 
regard me as unusually forgetful, when I assure you the glorious results 
of the trials of those sad days, and the grand termination of all our 
woes, in freedom, peace, stability, and I hope permanent national happi- 
ness, had spread over my memory an entire oblivion of so much as a 
suspicion of your loyalty, fidelity, capacity, and patriotism, by any living 
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The case as stated in your "l^arrative" is an ample vindication of 
your military career at that time. I don't know anybody under the 
circumstances, and at the time, in the midst of such strange afiaiVs, who 
could have done better. General Scott himself did splendidly. The 
world ought not and will not complain of either of you. At the end of 
long and useful lives, you are both, or both will be, entitled to the 
praise and gratitude of j'our countrymen, and will ere long together lie 
under the same sacred soil, respected and honored by all who ever knew 
or served with you. 

Very truly yours, 

E. J. Oglbsby. 



TowAKDA, Pa., April 28th, 1873. 
My deab General : 

I have read the whole of your " Narrative of the Campaign in the 
Valley of the Shenandoah." 

It gives me great pleasure to say, I think it presents a full and com- 
plete vindication of your conduct of the war. 

With kind regards, I remain, 

'Yours truly, 

Ulysses Meecub. 



» 251 S. Fourth Street, 

Philadelphia, August 13th, 1873. 
My deae Geneeal: 

I have read your book with pleasure and profit. It is a complete 
refutation of all the charges alleged against you, and you need not have 
the slightest apprehension of the fullest justice being done you as a 
citizen and a soldier. I needed not your book to convince me of the 
facts, so conclusively proved therein, but still it was satisfactory to read 
the proofs. My mind was made up at the time. One fact, however, 
produced in your book, takes me by surprise. I had always believed 
that General Scott had been overruled by the President, in pressing the 
Bull Run engagement, at the time the battle was fought ; who himself 
was overwhelmed by outside pressure and clamor, confident of success ; 
but it would seem the President was overruled by the General-in-chief, 
who evidently knew of Johnston's departure from Winchester, and of 
your inability to check him, and felt confident of victory without your 
aid. No one of the authorities seem anxious to inculpate you. The 
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desire of those who were responsible for the fiasco, was to shift it from 
their own shoulders, and put the clamorous people on any scent plausible 
enough to excuse official blunders, official timidity, or official rashness. 
Be this as it may, the records are all right as far as you are concerned, 
the proof conclusive, and now the clamor is hushed. You stand without 
an accuser. 

Truly yours, 

J. Glancy Jones. 
Gbkkral Egbert PatteksOn. 



Philadelphia, July 9th, 1873. 
General R. Patterson. 

Dear Sir : I have been detained here a few days by illness, since 
the adjournment of the Constitutional Convention. Expect to leave for 
home to-night. Before leaving, however, I feel constrained to, not only 
as a duty to acknowledge the receipt of your " Campaign in the Valley 
of the Shenandoah in 1861," but to express to you my belief, that your 
vindication is complete and triumphant. I have read it carefully, and 
regard it unanswerable. My regret is that in the face of the great array 
of evidence you have produced,- 1 cannot see how truthful history can 
so thoroughly justify the great Captain-general whose orders controlled 
and necessarily embarrassed your movements. But truth must and 
ought to prevail, though the heavens fall. 

Yours truly, 

T. Struthers. 



Bretookt House, N. Y., November 6th, 1873. 
My dear General: 

I read with great attention the book you did me the honor of pre- 
senting to me, on the cars c~oming here yesterday. 

I cannot of course profess to offer a military judgment on the facts 
therein set forth, but I can say that, exercising ordinary- common sense, 
or the more critical judgment of a barrister, I think you make out 
clearly : 

1st. That had your counsel been taken, and you supplied with suffi- 
cient forces at the outset, you would have taken- and held the whole of 
the district, afterwards so memorably important, between Winchester 
and Manassas. 

If I am not mistaken you will find in the sheets I will send you after 
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my return to England, a statement by the author of " Stonewall Jack- 
son's Life" (Major-General Danberry, of the Confederate army), con- 
firming your views. I dare not trust my memory in military matters, 
but if I remember right it is stated that the rebels were in a very bad 
condition in that quarter at the critical time when you wished to strike 
the blow. 

2d. You prove that you could have done no more than you did, under 
your orders, which are clear and specific, and with the force at your 
command. The fact is, you were made a victim to the reputation of 
General Scott, in whose place you should have been, or one of your old 
coadjutors. 

3d. You showed that you delayed Johnston's army five days beyond 
the time when a battle was expected in McDowell's front ; and that you 
gave timely notice of his escape : moreover, that you ought to have 
been ordered to follow to McDowell's support. 

I thank you very much for afibrding me an opportunity of getting a 
clear glance at that part of the history of the war, and sincerely eon- 
. gratulate you on being able to establish so conclusively, that which 
ought to have been accepted on your reputation and experience. 

I shall have the pleasure of calling on you and talking further on 
these matters, on my return to Philadelphia. Meanwhile, General, I 
am, with great regard. 

Yours very truly, 

Edward Jenkins. 
Majok-Gestekal Pattekson. 



LouiSTiLLE, Kt., ISTovemlier 26th, 1873. 
Majoe-General Patterson. 

My dear General : I am indeed much indebted to you for your 
kind consideration in sending me the picture of our club, and the por- 
traits of yourself and son, which I assure you I prize highly. I shall have 
them framed and hung up in my house, as a never-failing memento of 
one whom I so highly esteem as yourself, and especially am I indebted to 
you for the copy sent me of the " Narrative of the Campaign in the 
Valley of the Shenandoah." I have read it through without laying it 
down, and fearing lest the interest I felt in the " Narrative " might have 
warped my judgment in regard to the acts and movements of the com- 
mander of the forces opposed to General Johnston, I again took up the 
book, and as carefully and dispassionately as I could read, weighed, and 
compared your orders and instructions from the General-in-chief ; your 
suggestions to him under circumstances where he was obliged to be ignor- 
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ant, not being on the field ; your information to him by telegram, three 
days before the battle of Bull Run, that Johnston had left in that direc- 
tion, and the most inexplicable information you received from him by 
telegram of the 17th July, " that McDowell's first day's work has driven 
the enemy beyond Fairfax Court-house, and the junction will probably 
be carried to-morrow," leaving you fairly to infer that the battle was 
over, before Johnston left your front, and of which you informed him by 
telegram of the 20th July; besides all this, the answers of the officers of 
the army, to questions put by the Committee of Congress on the " con- 
duct of the war," clearly show the absurdity of the idea, that Johnston's 
arrival at the critical moment (which was false) was the cause of the de- 
feat of the Federal troops on the 21st July, 1861, and I am clearly of the 
opinion that your operations, crippled as you were by unavoidable cir- 
cumstances, were most judicious and deserved, as I am sure they will 
hereafter receive the commendations of the people you served so well. 
Permit me to say in conclusion, dear General, that I feel great diffidence 
in presuming to criticize the military operations of a general once 
lauded by General Scott, and admired by the whole army in Mexico. 

With kind regards to Mrs. Patterson, and your family and self, I hope 
to meet you on our next anniversary at the White House. 

I remain, dear General, with great respect and esteem. 

Sincerely yours, 

T. L. Alexander. 



[cop y.] 

Hbadqtjaetbrs Dkpartmbnt of Pbnnstltania, 
Haqbrstowh, Md., June 25th, 1861. 

His Excellency A. G. Cuetin, 

Governor of Pennsylvania. 

Governor : As in the course of the military operations of the com- 
mand now in this department, this force may be withdrawn from this 
vicinity and that of Frederick and Cumberland, leaving the frontier of 
Pennsylvania unprotected, I consider it my duty to notify you, that you 
may take such steps as may appear to you proper, to be prepared to de- 
fend your State from encroachments, should the offensive be assumed by 
the insurgents. 

As you now have a considerable force of reserve troops, which at any 
moment the General Government might wish to fise for common defence, 
I trust you will pardon me for suggesting that they be posted at points 
on the frontier of Pennsylvania, which to my mind are the most exposed, 
and from which at any moment, if the government desired their services, 
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they can be pushed as Federal troops into this State, or sent by rail to 
other threatened parts of our country. 

The places of importance in a military point of view are Bedford, 
Chambersburg, Hanover, or Gettysburg, and York. State troops at these 
points would sustain United States forces in Maryland, and check in case 
of their being withdrawn, encroachments from Virginia. York has the 
additional advantage of supporting Hanover, and of being on an easy 
line of communication with Washington ; at all of them a Federal oiEcer, 
authorized by government, can speedily turn the State into Federal 
troops, and throw them where they may be required. 

I respectfully present this subject to your consideration, trusting my 
views may meet your approbation, and be found to coincide with State 
policy in authorizing a reserve of State troops. 
I am, Sir, very respectfully. 

Your obedient servant, 

E. Patterson, 
Major-General commanding. 
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Edqbfieli), S. C, January l'2th, 1874. 
My dear General : 

I received aud read carefully your masterly vindication of your 
" Campaign in the Shenandoah Valley." The war and succeeding 
events had prevented my ever before understanding the nature of the 
complaints made against you in 1861, of which we heard some little at 
the time across the border. But I now see clearly the gross injustice 
done you by those who would put upon you the failure of the attack on 
Manassas, though I was always satisfied as to the real cause of that 
failure. Your views as to the strategic advantage of your force occupy- 
ing Leesburg seem to me unanswerable. An impartial public will re- 
gard your vindication complete, and no one of your comrades of Mexico 
rejoices more at this result than I. 

The kindly consideration and friendship evinced in the tone and 
language of your letter, and in your sending me photographs of your- 
self, is feelirjgly appreciated and reciprocated, and I should be much 
pleased to have you some day look upon them in my parlor. Permit 
me to inclose you a card of myself, taken about the time we were 
confronting each other on the banks of the Potomac, not to remind you 
of me at that time, but rather of the time when I was one of your 
colonels in Mexico ; I have no good likeness of the latter date. 

I shall be most happy to accept your kind invitation for the anniver- 
sary dinner, if circumstances shall admit. The last was to me most 
agreeable, and I hope you will have the next equally as agreeable. It 
was a great success. 

Truly and sincerely, 

M. L. BONHAM. 
General Patterson. 
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[From the Public Ledger {Philadelphia), January 25(A, I860.] 

GENEEAL PATTERSON'S WINCHESTEE CAMPAIGN. 

Time, at last, sets all things even. So says one of our favorite Eng- 
lish classics, and of the sound philosophy contained in that brief sentence 
we are constantly, in these days, receiving convincing proofs. How 
much juster is the judgment we are now enabled to pronounce on many 
of the general officers, and many of the campaigns, that were themes of 
excited discussion in the earlier periods of the war. While General 
William T. Sherman was in command of the department of the Ohio, 
in 1861, he expressed the opinion that " two hundred thousand men " 
were necessary for the Western campaign, and for this he was adjudged 
unfit for command, and was banished to garrison duty at St. Louis. He 
was even reported to be crazy, and the belief that he was so was for a 
long period fixed on the popular mind. That unjust and hasty judgment 
came near depriving the country of the services of its most brilliant gen- 
eral. How vastly different is the public judgment to-day ! Immediately 
after the battle at Fort Donelson, and again after Shiloh, it was posi- 
tively asserted that General Grant was a drunkard and unworthy of his 
high position, and for a long time he held only a nominal command. 
Nothing but the resolute efibrts of a powerful friend in Congress saved 
him from unmerited disgrace. It required the splendid campaign against 
Vicksburg to vindicate his character. It would be easy to name a great 
many similar cases, for they sum up by the score. In some of these the 
victim has had to wait but a few months for justice, but others have had 
their patience taxed over long years of hope deferred. 

We are prompted to these remarks by the appearance of a little vol- 
ume entitled " A Narrative of the Campaign in the Valley of the Shen- 
andoah in 1861," which for the first time places the history of General 
Patterson's operations fully before the public. I* is a clear and convinc- 
ing record, and no man who is rightly made up can read it without re- 
peating the words of President Lincoln to General Patterson : " I am 
unable to see that you could have done anything else than you did do ; 
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your hands were tied ; you obeyed your orders and did your duty, and I 
am satisfied with your conduct.'' 

It will be remembered that after the great disaster at Bull Eun, Gen- 
eral Patterson was very freely charged with a large share of the respon- 
sibility of that defeat. He was fiercely assailed for failing to hold the 
rebel Johnston at Winchester ; for not attacking that General in his 
works there, according to order ; and for permitting Johnston to slip 
away to Manassas Junction without informing his superior officer. It 
was further charged that on account of these military laches of General 
Patterson, Johnston was enabled to arrive at Manassas " unexpectedly," 
and that thus the battle was lost. On all these points the " Narrative " 
just published is clear and full in General Patterson's favor ; there is 
fact and date, and order, and report, and document, ample for his com- 
plete vindication. It establishes first this fact: that General Patterson's 
column was placed on a line of operations where it was as impossible for 
him*to prevent Johnston from going to Manassas, as it would be for a 
man in Baltimore to prevent a man in Philadelphia from going to New 
York. It was a " false line," and was so pronounced by General Pat- 
terson and all his experienced regular officers. Among these were the 
present Generals George H. Thomas, Newton, Abercrombie, Stone, and 
Negley. In lieu of that " false line," he proposed as early as the 20th 
of June to fortify and hold Maryland Heights with a brigade, and to 
move his main column to Leesburg, where he would have threatened 
Johnston more efiectually than at Martinsburg, and at the same time 
would have been near enough to McDowell to assist him or to have re- 
ceived aid from him, as circumstances might demand. This plan, which 
has received the distinguished approval of General Halleck, he was not 
authorized to carry into effect. On the contrary he was kept on a line 
which, as General Halleck observes, was " an exterior line," sixty miles 
from Manassas, with Johnston's army " between him and McDowell's." 
This should dispose of the complaint that Patterson failed to hold John- 
ston ; but the facts make a still stronger case than that. Notwithstand- 
ing his "false" position, for which he was not accountable, he did so 
manoeuvre his column as to hold Johnston up to the time indicated in 
the order of the General-in-chief, and for several days beyond that time. 
General Patterson was informed that McDowell's attack would be made 
on the 16th of July, and that he, Patterson, should demonstrate against 
Johnston on that day. This he did, according to order, keeping Johnston 
in line of battle all that day, and Johnston did not move from Winches- 
.ter until the afternoon of the 18th, at which time Patterson was led to 
believe from the tenor of the General-in-chief's dispatches that McDow- 
ell's battle had been delivered and the "junction carried." 

The "Narrative" further establishes that General Patterson was 
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never ordered to attack Winchester. Every dispatch of the General-in- 
chief enjoins great "caution" and "circumspection;" they emphasize 
the injunction that "we must sustain no reverse," that "a check or a 
drawn battle would be a victory to the enemy ;" and that there should 
be no attack unless it was clear to Patterson that he was in " superior," 
or at least " equal force " to Johnston. All the evidence goes to show 
that he never was in force sufficient to disregard these positive, emphatic 
and repeated instructions. Information on the spot showed that John- 
ston had not less than 32,500 men and 60 guns, some of them of heavy 
calibre, and that he was in a strong position thoroughly intrenched. 
Johnston's own reports prove that he had, early in July, not less than 
twenty-one regiments of volunteers, twenty-five hundred militia in his 
works, sixteen field guns, and other heavy guns in position. General 
Patterson would have been guilty of flagrant disobedience of orders if 
he had attacked Winchester so defended, with his thirteen thousand 
available men, and his six smooth-bore guns. But notwithstanding this 
great disparity. General Patterson, on the 18th of July, twelve hours 
before Johnston commenced his march from Winchester, telegraphed 
the General-in-chief, " Shall I attack ?" and to that demand for instruc- 
tions he never got an answer. 

With respect to the "unexpected" arrival of Johnston at Manassas, 
the record is unanswerable. On the 20th of July, the day before the 
battle of Bull Run, General PattersoQ telegraphed the General-in-chief, 
that Johnston had marched from Winchester on the afternoon of the 
18th. That Johnston would be at Manassas was well known in Wash- 
ington and on the battle-field among our officers, on that same day. 
.There are many witnesses to this fact ; but if there were none, there 
stands the unimpeachable dispatch itself 

The battle of Bull Run was therefore not lost on account of John- 
ston's " unexpected " appearance there, nor on account of any of the 
circumstances for which it has been sought to hold General Patterson 
responsible. Generals Heintzleman, Wadsworth, Franklin, Averill,. 
Barnard, Griffin, Slocum, Barry, Richardson, and others, have recorded 
their evidence to the effect that the battle of Bull Run was lost because 
of the delay of several days in the attack ; because of the fatal delay on 
the morning of the battle ; because the batteries were badly posted ; and 
because the reserves, 24,000 in number, were never brought into the 
battle. 

It may be asked, that, if General Patterson had so strong a case, why 
it has never been brought before the public in official form. The answer 
to this is in the " Narrative." General Patterson repeatedly asked for 
a court of inquiry, but it was denied on the ground that he had been 
" honorably discharged," and that a court could do no more. It was 
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added that the publication of the correspondence was "incompatible 
with the public interests," and so with a full vindication in his hands, 
he was obliged to suffer on in silence* His aid-de-camp, Senator Sher- 
man, sought to bring out the facts by a resolution of the Senate, but 
that likewise failed. General Patterson appealed to the President, but 
the President also felt obliged to withhold the correspondence for the 
public good, but he indorsed General Patterson's conduct in the strong 
words already quoted. Secretary Cameron and Assistant Secretary 
Thomas A. Scott held the same favorable opinion, but their hands were 
tied. 

But, at length the record is before the public, and justice demands 
that the people shall be made acquainted with its character, if they do 
not see the volume itself When they read it, it will be strange indeed, 
if they do not agree with the President, and say that General Patterson 
"obeyed his orders and did his duty." The military readers of the 
" Narrative " will find what should be a conclusive opinion to them, 
from Major-General George H. Thomas (who was of Patterson's com- 
mand), in a letter dated Atlanta, August 8th, 1864. In this letter that 
distinguished general says : " I have always believed, and have fre- 
quently so expressed myself, that your management of the three months' 
campaign was able and judicious, and was to the best interests of the 
service." 



[From the North American and United States Gazette (Philaddphia), January HUt, 1865.] 

GENEEAL PATTEESON'S CAMPAIGN" OF THE 
SHENANDOAH. 

Our distinguished townsman, Major-General Robert Patterson, has 
just published a work entitled " A Narrative of the Campaign in the 
Valley of the Shenandoah in 1861," which, though intended as a mere 
personal defence, yet contains much information which the historian and 
the student of history will find it interesting to consult in forming a 
judgment upon the events connected with the opening campaign of this 
war. Why this book was written or printed General Patterson tells 
very clearly in the outset, by narrating the efforts he made to secure an 
investigation by some properly constituted tribunal ; and we are inclined 
to think that many who have heretofore condemned him will regret the 
fact when they perceive the patient endurance of misrepresentation and 
calumny which he has manifested. The defence of his course while in 
command does not rest upon personal declarations of his own. It is 
made up of documentary evidence not easily impugned. 

This campaign was very brief, although so , momentous. General 
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Patterson had been second in command to General Scott In the Mexican 
war, and enjoyed his confidence as a military man. Upon entering the 
national service in this war he w^s appointed to the command of a de- 
partment which included Philadelphia and Baltimore, and indeed all 
north of Washington and south of New York. This fact, which is 
generally forgotten by those most opposed to him, has led to a complete 
ignoring of all his connection with the important work of opening the 
interrupted communications between the national capital and the loyal 
States. The work before us recalls the fact, and mentions that Patter- 
son first designated the Annapolis route as the best avoidance of Balti- 
more, sent Butler thither to open it, and gave him the troops to operate 
with. He states that Butler was ordered to occupy Annapolis, take 
possession of the railroad and repair it, and occupy Annapolis Junction 
also. Barton's Life of Butler completely sinks this fact, and leaves the 
public to infer that the establishment of the Annapolis route was Butler's 
own idea. The capture of Baltimore properly belongs to Butler, but 
the expedition which soon after occupied the city had been fitted out by 
Patterson expressly for the purpose, and had long been in preparation 
under the command of General Cadwalader. We do not know that 
Butler was aware of this, but should think it quite probable that he was. 

The work of opening the routes to Washington being finished, the at- 
tention of Patterson was next turned to the defence of the southern bor- 
der of Pennsylvania, obviously threatened by the strong force of John- 
ston at Harper's Ferry. Before commencing this campaign Patterson 
endeavored to secure the organization of a large force of three years' men 
for the defence of Pennsylvania ; but the War Department declined to 
accept the oifer made for the purpose, and Patterson then advised Gov- 
ernor Curtin to organize the troops already enlisted for this corps into a 
reserve for the defence of the State. This was accordingly done, under 
an act of our State legislature, and the celebrated Reserve Corps thus 
had its origin. 

The organization of the Army of the Shenandoah was far superior to 
that of the Army of the Potomac. The latter was not brigaded at all. 
Patterson had his army in the most perfect order, all brigaded and dis- 
ciplined. McClellan's army of West Virginia was also well organized. 
But neither of these had an adequate supply of artillery, while in that 
arm the rebel armies were all strong, they having amply supplied them- 
selves from our arsenals at the breaking out of the war. Pattersou*took 
care to have a brigade of cavalry and some regulars of all arms. 

We think it probable that Johnston's army was not numerically as 
strong as Patterson believed it ; for our spy service at that time was the 
most ridiculous thing imaginable, and so continued to be for a year or 
more. But Johnston was very strong in artillery and cavalry, just where 

10 
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we were weak, and his works were unquestionably formidable. John- 
ston's peculiarities were not then so well known as now, and hence his 
retreat from Harper's Ferry was gene/ally regarded as an ingenious de- 
vice to draw Patterson into some trap. It was nothing of the kind. 
Johnston knew he could not stand an assault at Harper's Ferry, and 
therefore retreated. In the estimation of Scott this terminated the cam- 
paign in the Shenandoah Valley, and so in fact it did and should have 
done. But while Johnston remained in the Valley Patterson could not 
uncover Pennsylvania and Maryland by marching his army to join 
McDowell, without recalling McClellan's corps from West Virginia, and 
leaving it at Harper's Ferry to defend the line of the Potomac. 

The true movement, as General Halleck suggested at the time in a 
published criticism, would have been to Leesburg, and this was proposed 
by Scott, and a plan for it asked from Patterson. But he was never 
ordered to make the movement, and his regulars and part of his artillery 
being taken away from him, Patterson found himself very much weak- 
ened, too much so, indeed, to attack Winchester. Still he did expect to 
march to join McDowell, and awaited the order for the purpose, but it- 
never came, and the battle of Bull Run' was delayed beyond the time 
fixed for it, whereby Johnston had time to get to the scene of action. 

We have thus hastily run over the points in this brochure, and pre- 
sented Patterson's case as we view it, and as we think the readers of his 
statement will. He furnishes in his pages a letter from General George 
H. Thomas, who commanded a brigade under him, and who declares 
unequivocally that Patterson could have done nothing but what he did. 
President Lincoln came to the same conclusion after a long and careful 
examination of the matter. 



[From the Eepublican (Chester, Fa.), JFebruary 3d, 1865.] 

GENERAL PATTERSON'S CAMPAIGN IN THE SHENANDOAH. 

We have heretofore written concerning General Robert Patterson's 
Campaign in the Valley of the Shenandoah, in 1861. The facts from 
which we then wrote were given to us by men under his command — 
officers and privates — who had ample opportunities, from personal ex- 
perience, to speak with knowledge and certainty on the subject. We 
were well aware that it is not what is considered popular to defend a 
man, however worthy, against a passionate torrent of public opinion ; but 
an impartial journalist, which we humbly aspire to be, must often find 
his duty to consist in opposition to, rather than in an easy compliance 
with, hastily formed prejudice^. 
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We refer to the course -which we felt it right to adopt towards a worthy 
Pennsylvauian with pleasure, in view of the Narrative which General 
Patterson has published of the campaign which culminated in the dis- 
aster at Bull Run. With remarkable forbearance, but characteristic 
of true soldierly feeling, for more than three years has he declined 
to enter upon the easy duty of vindicating himself from the calum- 
nies and aspersions which have been heaped upon him. The Narra- 
'tive which he has published, and to which we now refer, amply proves 
that the delay has not been from lack of defensive material, but from 
considerations of public duty, which are the more commeudable, inas- 
much as they furnish a striking contrast to the motives or rash impulses 
which have prompted the vague and irresponsible slanders with which 
he has been assailed. The Narrative shows very plainly, what we have 
always asserted, from the evidence of active participants in the campaign, 
that whatever were the causes which led to the disaster at Bull Run, 
General Patterson was in no manner responsible for them. It shows, 
however, much more, namely, that the serious and vital defect of the 
plan of operations against the rebels, had been foreseen by him, and that 
the recommendations he made would have avoided the disaster to which 
it ultimately led. The responsibility of the campaign devolved solely on 
the General-in-chief. General Patterson's vindication can be safely re- 
posed in the demonstrated facts, that he was active, vigilant, prompt 
and obedient to every order of his commander. No subordinate could 
have evinced a more earnest solicitude for the entire success of the plans 
of his superior in command, nor a more cheerful, and indeed, anxious 
alacrity in carrying out every suggestion made. That General Patterson 
did not achieve the now universally recognized absurdity of making an 
enemy, vastly his superior in numbers and all the material of war, en- 
tirely subservient to a paper plan of campaign at Washington, is quite 
true ; but of equal verity, and of far more importance is the fact, that 
the ablest military criticism which has appeared of that campaign, 
written by General Halleck, has shown that the plan of the General-in- 
chief was essentially wrong. 

We have not the space nor the time to enter into an elaborate review 
of the very valuable chapter in the history of the war which this Narra- 
tive furnishes ; but we take pleasure in remarking, that our judgment of 
the campaign, formed, as we have before observed, from information 
given us by some of the gallant men who participated in it, is confirmed 
by the testimony of some of the ablest officers of the army, and particu- 
larly by the weight of the approval of the glorious commander of the 
Cumberland and victor over Hood's army, General George H. Thomas, 
who served under General Patterson in the brief campaign of 1861. 

We cannot close this brief notice of the volume befdre us without 
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commending it to public attention, and particularly to those who, with- 
out a proper knowledge of the facts, may have formed an unfavorable 
opinion of its author and his patriotic and disinterested services to the 
Union cause. 



{From the SmiDAY Dispatch {PMladelpMa), February Bth, 1865.] 

GENEEAL PATTERSON AND THE BATTLE OF BULL EUN. 

As the battle of Bull Run was our first great national disappointment, 
it aroused intense feelings of indignation when, by the official accounts, 
it was discovered to have been lost by a series of blunders on our side. 
Whilst it was evident enough that the Federal troops had been badly 
managed, it was also considered necessary for future success that the 
confidence of the people in our military management should not be 
weakened by a frank revelation of all the facts connected with the oper- 
ations before that battle. The position of the troops under Major-Gene- 
ral Patterson, in 1861, was supposed to be a check upon the junction of 
the armies of Beauregard and Johnston ; and it was his business to pre- 
vent, if possible, a union of those troops. That he was unable to do so 
is a matter of history ; that he failed in his duty has been the general 
opinion. The censure which was visited on General Patterson was uni- 
versal and intense. It was the result of misinformation among the peo- 
ple ; and the consequences have been visited upon the supposed ofiender 
in obloquy and invective almost to this hour. As this journal, misled 
by what we supposed to be facts,' was among those which expressed de- 
cided opinions upon the subject — opinions which, until within a very 
short time, were never changed, it is no more than just that upon being 
convinced of our error that we should candidly acknowledge it. 

For more than three years General Patterson has been silent, but not 
contented. He believed that he had fulfilled the commands of his mili- 
tary superiors to the very letter. He had done the best that his means 
allowed ; and so far as the reinforcement of Beauregard by Johnston, 
previous to the battle of Bull Run, was concerned, he has now shown 
in a Narrative lately published that he was unable to prevent it. On 
the 1st of ISfovember, 1861, he addressed the Secretary of War, asking for 
a court of inquiry upon his conduct of the Maryland and Virginia cam- 
paign, stating his reasons why he believed that injustice had been done 
him. On the 30th he received a reply from Secretary Cameron, inform- 
ing him that " there was no precedent for an investigation or trial of an 
officer's conduct after he has received an honorable discharge." For 
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that reason, and in consequence of the absence of Lieutenant-General 
Scott in Europe, the request was declined. 

General Patterson then went to Washington and saw the Secretary 
and Assistant Secretary Scott. General Cameron acknowledged that 
until that time he had not known of the orders from General Scott, 
which it was the duty of General Patterson to obey, and that they placed 
the case " in a very different light from their previous understanding of 
it." At the same time, he said that " a court would throw the blame 
upon General Scott, and this he would never consent to." General 
Patterson "was taken to President Lincoln, to whom all the official orders 
and correspondence bearing upon the question of General Patterson's 
conduct were read. He listened attentively to all, and at the close 
said: " General Patterson, I have never found fault with or censured 
you ; I have never been able to see that you could have done anything 
else than you did. Your hands were tied ; you obeyed orders and did 
your duty, and I am satisfied with your conduct." This was, of course, 
gratifying to General Patterson ; but it did not set him right before the 
country. Officials at Washington knew everything, but the people did 
not. A motion was made in the Sefiate, in December, by Mr. Sherman, 
of Ohio, for the' production of the correspondence between Scott and 
Patterson. It was adopted ; but Secretary Cameron replied that " it was 
not deemed compatible with the public interest " to furnish it. Thus 
the door seemed to be closed upon all effijrt to have this matter investi- 
gated. The reason is now apparent. It was thought necessary to pro- 
tect the reputation of General Scott, and this could not be done if the 
impression that General Patterson was the cause of the disaster at Bull 
Run should be removed from the public mind. _ 

From the "Committee on the Conduct of the War," appointed by 
Congress, fair play was expected, but it seems very apparent that this 
committee was more anxious to protect its favorites than to conduct an 
honest, impartial inquiry. General Patterson was examined before that 
committee. He asked permission to hear the witnesses who were examined 
in relation to his conduct in the three months' campaign. This was de- 
nied. The committee conducted its labors to serve its own end, and as 
a sequel it declared that the battle of Bull Run was lost in consequence 
of the failure of General Patterson to " hold the forces of Johnston in 
the Valley of the Shenandoah." This conclusion was arrived at, not by 
an examination of the orders upon which General Patterson acted, but 
by passing over them, or paying no attention to them. Thus every effort 
of General Patterson to have an investigation, such as was due to the 
magnitude of his alleged offence, was fruitless. He has waited until the 
progress of time has dissipated every pretence that a promulgation of 
the official papers can be injurious to the national cause, and now they 
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are published in hope to obtain that justice which a supposed necessity 
to protect the public interests had refused. "The Narrative of the 
Campaign in the Valley of the Shenandoah, in 1861," which has lately 
been published by General Patterson, is intended to set forth his own 
defence. It is a full history of his campaign, with all the orders and 
reports which were elicited during its continuance ; and the whole forms 
a connected history of the military operations of General Patterson's 
column, and many facts are revealed which were hitherto unsuspected 
by the country. 

It is not necessary for us to follow the fortunes of this column mi- 
nutely : the dispatches show that the troops were deficient in transpor- 
tation and artillery ; that they were all raw, withoiit field experience ; 
and were, of necessity, to be handled with caution. On the 8th of June, 
while preparing to move against Harper's Ferry, General Patterson re- 
ceived an order from General Scott, which was the guide for all his sub- 
sequent operations. " I have said that we must have no reverse," said 
Scott ; " but this is not enough. A check, or a drawn battle would be a 
victory to the enemy, filling his heart with joy, his ranks with men, and 
his magazines with voluntary contributions. Take your measures, 
therefore, circumspectly ; make a good use of your engineers and other 
experienced officers and generals, and attempt nothing without a clear 
prospect of success, as you will find the enemy strongly posted, and not 
inferior to you in numbers." 

At that time General Patterson had about nine thousand men, among 
whom were five companies of regular infantry, and one battery of regu- 
lar artillery, with Burnside's Rhode Island battery and regiment. These 
troops had partly crossed the Potomac, when upon the 16th of June, 
General Patterson was ordered to return the regulars and the Rhode 
Island troops to Washington. The next day this order was repeated 
peremptorily ; and in the beginning of his forward movement, General 
Patterson was deprived of his best troops, and left without a single gun ! 
Johnston had retired from the line of the Potomac, but General Patter- 
son could not dare to follow him. He was compelled to recross the 
Potomac, and thus this enterprise ended in an unfortunate failure. 

General Patterson then asked for permission to hold Maryland 
Heights, and advance to Leesburg, where he could have been in com- 
munication with McDowell, and could have assisted in any movement 
made by that General. He would have been in a position to attack the 
rebel right wing, and at the battle of Manassas he might have brought, 
his troops into such positions as would have made the subsequent battle 
a victory for the Union forces. But he was ordered to remain in front 
of Johnston, at Winchester ; and to cross the river and attack him if in 
equal or superior force. But he was not even in equal force. He had 
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ten thousand six hundred and fifty men, and six guns, when this order 
was received ; whilst Johnston had fifteen thousand men, and from 
twenty to twenty-four guns. With this small force General Patterson, 
who could get no batteries or regulars from Washington, crossed the 
Potomac beyond Falling Waters, encountered Stonewall Jackson's bri- 
gade, and drove it, after a spirited action, and with but little loss, enter- 
ing Martinsburg on the 3d of July. Jackson fell back to Winchester 
and joined Johnston. 

General Patterson was ordered to advance on Winchester, but he was 
in a sad plight for want of sufficient artillery and transportation. John- 
ston, by this time, was strongly intrenched with forty-two thousand men, 
thirty-five thousand of them regulars, and fifty-two guns. The opinion 
of the Federal officers was that our troops were in no condition to fight. 
This was declared at a council of war, at which Major-General Thomas 
and many officers who have since made reputations on other fields as- 
sisted. The time of the three months' men was rapidly coming to a 
close, and most of them declared that they would not continue in service 
beyond the term for which they had been mustered. An advance would 
have been perilous, in consequence of the danger of the men being with- 
drawn by end of service at a critical moment, and all that would have 
been gained would have to be abandoned. At Martinsburg General 
Patterson was not in any position to prevent Johnston from joining 
Beauregard. He was as much out of the way as if he had been at " 
Harrisburg, and was expected to intercept troops marching from Phila- 
delphia to New York. Johnston had a railroad, by which he could 
send forward twelve thousand men per day, and destroy the railroad 
after him. If General Patterson should follow, he could never catch 
the enemy. Now, why was General Patterson at Martinsburg ? Be- 
cause he had been ordered there by General Scott. He wanted to be at 
Leesburg, where he could have been of service ; but he was not permitted 
to go there when he asked. General Johnston had the interior line, and 
easy communication. General Patterson had to move round the curve 
of a circle to reach Washington, and was without proper transportation 
and sufficient artillery. These facts are sufficient to show that the order 
of General Scott, that General Patterson should hold General Johnston, 
was impossible of performance, and they account for the ease with which 
General Johnston marched to Manassas when he was wanted there. 

In the meanwhile the advance from Washington, which resulted in 
the battle of Manassas, was planned. General Patterson requested, on 
the 9th of July, to be permitted to move to Charlestown, from which 
point he could either attack Winchester, or march to Leesburg. On 
the 13th of July he obtained permission to make this movement, and 
requested General Scott to apprise him when he should attack Winches- 
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ter. General Scott wrote back in a manner which, signified that the 
attack upon Beauregard was to- be made on Tuesday, the 10th. - Mean- 
while General Patterson did all that he could, and marched to Charles- 
town. But in the meantime, General Johnston had stolen away, leaving 
militia at Winchester. On the 18th, the day that the great battle was to 
be fought, he apprised General Scott that the enemy had stolen away. If 
the battle had been fought on that day, as was originally intended. Gen- 
eral Johnston's reinforcements would not have been on the field, and the 
victory would have been an easy one for the Union. But Patterson did 
move; he telegraphed to General Scott, "Shall I attack Winchester?" 
To that question he never received a reply. 

He was now in great trouble about the three months' men of his 
command, most of whom had but six days to serve, and who had de- 
clared that they would not stay a single day beyond their terms. Eigh- 
teen regiments were to go out of service on the 24th. On the 20th he 
apprised General Scott that Johnston left Winchester on the 18th with 
32,000 men. It would take him three days to reach Manassas. If the 
battle had been fought on the 18th, this force would not have strength- 
ened Beauregard. Even on the 20tli, Scott, who then knew of it, could 
have succeeded in an attack. Officers high in reputation declare that a 
victory might have been won on the 21st, if an attack had been made 
early in the morning. It was delayed until near noon, and then John- 
" ston was enabled to come in at the critical movement, and turn what 
would have been a glorious victory into a shameful defeat. 

The President of the United States knew of this reinforcement by 
Johnston, and begged Scott to hold back the battle by seizing the 
heights at Centreville until he could be reinforced by Patterson and 
troops from Fortress Monroe. But the General-in-chief had his blood 
up. He would listen to no delay. Everybody was in the best spirits, and 
sanguine of success against all odds. The battle was fought, and badly 
fought; it was a series of blunders from beginning to end. Patterson, 
in Virginia, knew nothing of it ; he heard nothing more from Scott. 
After the 18th he was waiting for orders to attack Winchester, but never 
received them. He supposed that the battle had been fought on the 
18th. He knew not of the delay, and only heard of the result at Bull 
Eun by common report, on the 22d. He was now losing his men rapidly 
by expiration of their terms ; but three regiments — the Twenty-fourth 
Pennsylvania, Colonel Owen ; Fifteenth Pennsylvania, Colonel Oak- 
ford, and one other — agreed to stand by him. The rest left punctually 
on the expiration of muster. ^In a few days General Patterson was 
without a man, and receiving his honorable discharge on the 25th of 
July, he returned to his home to find that he was held responsible for a 
misfortune that he was not allowed to prevent by his own action, and 
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with whicii he really had no more to do than the lowest subaltern in his 
ranks. 

We have written this,because we consider it our duty to do so, being 
convinced that the views which ourselves and the public held upon Gen- 
eral Patterson's responsibility for the failure at Manassas were errone- 
ous, for which the only excuse can be that we never had an opportunity 
to leam facts concealed from the country, until now. 



[From the Sunday Mercury (Philadelphia), February 5th, 1865.] 

GENERAL PATTERSOK'S CAMPAIGN. 

If General Patterson had needed in the opinion of all thinking men, 
or with the future historians of this " the bloodiest war on time's record," 
a personal vindication of his conduct of the campaign of 1861 in the 
Valley of the Shenandoah — the Narrative he has just issued would be all- 
sufficient. The " Narrative of the Campaign in the Valley of the Shen- 
andoah in 1861," is a plain, frank, and complete statement, a presenta- 
tion of the facts concerning the memorable and disastrous battle of Bull 
Run, an indisputable expos6 of the causes which led to our defeat. 



[From The Press (Philadelphia), February 1th, 1865.] 

THE EARLY CAl^PAIGNS OP THE WAR— GENERAL PATTER- 
SON AND THE CA]yiPAIGN OP THE SHENANDOAH. 

The early campaigns of this war have gone into history, and men 
speak of the battles of Bull Run and Ball's Bluff with almost the same 
reverence and mystery with which they speak of Marengo or Buena 
Vista. These actions belong to the past, and, in many respects, the 
men who commanded in those early days are almost as absent from the 
public eye as Napoleon or Taylor. Winfield Scott has laid aside the 
sword and adopted the pen ; Johnston is in retirement ; McDowell is far 
off in California ; their subordinates are now commanding departments 
and armies ; and men who filled obscure positions on their staffs are now 
among the most eminent warriors of the world. One of the generals 
then in command, now living in retirement, is a beloved and respected 
fellow-townsman. He has carried his country's sword in three wars, 
and by some sad freak of fortune (for we think we can use this phrase 
in the sense we have written it), upon his name is showered much of the 
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reproach of our early military failures. So long as General Patterson 
was content to remain silent, and bow before this opinion, it did not be- 
come us to speak, especially as all information on the subject was locked 
away in his own archives and those of the War Department. ' The time 
has come for him to speak, and, with his Narrative before us, the time 
has also come for us to express our opinion of the merits or demerits of 
his Shenandoah campaign. We welcome the opportunity, for however 
much we may dissent from the opinions of General Patterson, or take 
exception to his political affinities, his fame as a soldier of Pennsylvania 
is very dear to the people of our State. This soldier of three wars, 
this general commanding Pennsylvania troops, this friend and fellow- 
citizen, whose history is to such a great extent the history of our com- 
monwealth, has every claim to our just consideration, and we shall 
simply be just in our criticism this morning. 

" General Patterson," said the President, at the close of an interview 
that lasted for five hours, " I have never found fault with or censured 
you ; I have never been able to see that you could have done anything 
else than you did do. Your hands were tied ; you obeyed orders, and 
did your duty, and I am satisfied with you." After carefully reading 
this Narrative we find no difficulty in indorsing Mr. Lincoln's opinion. 
We have before us the story of a soldier, who entered the war with an 
unusually extensive experience. He had been an officer in the war of 
1812. He had held a high command in Mexico, where he distinguished 
himself for discretion and bravery. When the rebellion broke out, he 
was assigned to the command of the Pennsylvania militia, who were 
called out by the President. While engaged in the duty of organizing 
these troops. General Patterson was placed by General Scott in com- 
mand of what was then called " The Department of Washington," em- 
bracing the States of Pennsylvania, Delaware, and Maryland, and the 
District of Columbia. At that time no military command was more 
important. The attempt to pass the Massachusetts soldiers through 
Baltimore had led to a memorable and bloody riot, and the uprising of 
the secessionists in Maryland had entirely severed all communication 
between the national capital and the loyal States. Here was a position 
of great embarrassment. Patterson, by the mere accident of circum- 
stances, became, as it were, the only available general of the country. 
He held an independent command to all intents and purposes, and in 
this extraordinary position acted with great decision and promptitude. 
To him must be given the credit of opening communication with Wash- 
ington. Taking Butler as the first instrument, he sent him to Annapolis 
to occupy that point, and secure the route to the capital. These orders 
Butler obeyed. The importance of Annapolis now, and the perils we 
should have incurred if the line of railroad from the Junction to Wash- 
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ington had been destroyed, will show conclusively, we think, that in this 
first act of his embarrassing administration General Patterson behaved 
like a soldier and a statesman. It may not be too much for us to add 
that, if equal promptitude and sagacity had been at that time shown by 
other men in high command, many of the early mistakes of the war 
would have been avoided. 

In the early part of the war many of our distinguished men were of 
the opinion that it would be a temporary insurrection, and might be 
easily suppressed with a small military force. A few clear-headed men, 
who saw the real bearing of this war, thought differently, and among 
this number we must place General Patterson. He early believed that 
a large army was necessary, and, although the government overruled 
his conviction, he made many applications for power to raise regiments 
for " the war." No one now doubts that this would have been the true 
policy. He called for twenty-five thousand men, and when communica- 
tion was opened the call was overruled by the military authorities. The 
men who answered to his call afterwards became the great Pennsylvania 
Reserve Corps, whose glorious career General Patterson truly says, 
" forms one of the brightest pages in the history of the war." Having 
administered with great judgment, the aflPairs of his department. General 
Patterson took the field, at the head of a small body of men, for the 
purpose of attacking Harper's Ferry. His plan was submitted to Gen- 
eral Scott and approved. General Patterson advanced towards the 
Potomac, and Johnston, who held Harper's Ferry, abandoned that 
point, and fell back to Bunker Hill, a position equidistant between 
Martinsburg and Winchester. Our army then did not consist of ten 
thousand men, and there can be no doubt, we think, that if this plan of 
General Patterson had been unmolested, he would have succeeded in 
holding the Valley of the Shenandoah. He desired, first, to transfer to 
Harper's Ferry his base of operations ; second, to open and maintain 
free communication east and west along the Baltimore and Ohio Eail- 
road ; and third, to hold Harper's Ferry, Martinsburg, and Charlestown, 
a strong force gradually and securely advancing, as they were prepared, 
towards Winchester and Woodstock, and thus cut off" all communica- 
tion between the rebels and the West. Now, whatever may be said of 
the early strategy of this war, one thing has been proved by events, and 
that is, thaf if Winchester and Martinsburg had been occupied and 
held in the beginning of the war, the Valley of the Shenandoah would 
not so frequently have been the valley of our national humiliation. 
General Scott, yielding, we believe, to the temporary clamor of a nation 
of military theorists, who imagined they were familiar with war, dif- 
fered from General Patterson, although the judgment of that general 
was strengthened by subordinates who subsequently gained high renown 
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in this war — men like General Newton, General Charles P. Stone, Gen- 
eral Negley, General George H. Thomas, and General Abercrombie. 
Most of these officers were young soldiers then, but they were as compe- 
tent to advise General Patterson at that-time as they were subsequently 
to take command of large and victorious armies. 

We entirely agree with the Hon. John Sherman, now Senator in Con- 
gress, and then on General Patterson's staff, that " the great error of 
General Scott undoubtedly was that he gave way to a causeless appre- 
hension that Washington was to be attacked before the meeting of Con- 
gress." Acting under this apprehension. General Scott ordered the ex- 
pedition of General Patterson to recross the river Potomac into Mary- 
land, and took away from that officer all of his regular troops and 
artillery, leaving him without a gun, and with but a single troop of 
volunteer cavalry. It was thought at that time that the General's course 
was marked by vacillation, and that his failure to attack Johnston was 
to be attributed to the worst of causes. At that time no one was safe 
from suspicion, and a nation ignorant of the art of war preferred to think 
that an unsatisfactory general was swayed by the worst motives. We 
are surprised that General Patterson should have submitted to these 
cruel imputations, but the vindication of to-day is sweetened by the 
patience and forbearance of the past. We see, in the first place, that 
Patterson was recalled from his pursuit of Johnston, when he abandoned 
Harper's Ferry, by a peremptory order from Scott ; and, in the second 
place, we find his subsequent plan of operations overruled. This plan 
shows, we think, that the much-abused General Patterson of 1861 had 
the clearest conception of the necessities of the Virginia campaign of any 
general at that time in command. He desired to abandon the upper 
line, hold the Maryland Heights, and thus command Harper's Ferry, 
and, with Frederick as a base of supplies, move upon Leesburg, and 
there unite with Colonel Stone, who was to command a co-operatifig 
column from Washington. The advantage of this would have been that 
General Patterson would have been in a position to co-operate with 
McDowell. The much-wanted column of Patterson — the long-looked- 
for and eagerly-expected column, instead of nestling under the works of 
Harper's Ferry, on the sad summer day of Bull Run, would have made 
our rout a victory and summarily ended the war. On this subject Gen- 
eral Patterson is entitled to the opinion of General Halleck, written on 
the Pacific coast before he re-entered the army, and in ignorance of 
General Patterson's proposition to Scott : " Had Patterson," says General 
Halleck, " crossed the Potomac at Leesburg, he would have threatened 
Johnston's communications much more efiectually than at Martinsburg, 
and at the same time would have been near enough to McDowell to as- 
sist him, or to receive assistance from him, as circumstances might have 
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required." This is precisely what General Patterson wished to do, and 
precisely what was refused by General Scott. 

Another point in General Patterson's defence which should be con- 
sidered, is his explanation of the belief that he was outgeneralled by 
Johnston, who left him at Charlestown and hastily joined Beauregard 
on the day of the battle of Bull Run. The General shows that he was 
. kept against his own judgment upon what he believed to be a false line, 
and that General Johnston had the power to join Beauregard whenever 
it suited his purpose to do so, being on an interior line, with the com- 
mand of a railway, and in the country of friends. General Patterson 
was on an exterior line, without a railway or adequate transportation, 
and with an army whose term of service had expired, who were clamor- 
ing for home, and many of them without clothing. Had he been at 
Leesburg, he might have assailed the left of the rebels at Manassas pre- 
cisely as Johnston attacked Stone at Ball's Bluff, a few months subse- 
quently, and drove him into the river. He might also have torn up the 
railroad that ran from Winchester to Manassas. As it was, he detained 
Johnston by his manoeuvring until two days after the day when Bull Run 
was to have been fought, and the results of his strategy were that General 
Johnston arrived on the field of Bull Run five days after the day fixed by 
General Scott in his dispatch to General Patterson for the attack by 
McDowell. The evidence in this Narrative shows conclusively that the 
mistakes of this campaign were not made by our Pennsylvania com- 
mander, and that the words of Mr. Lincoln were very true when he said 
to General Patterson : " Your hands were tied ; you obeyed orders and 
did your duty." 

Left in ignorance of the results of Bull Run, General Patterson tele- 
graphed to General Scott his opinion of the probable result of an attack 
upon Winchester, and asked, "Shall I attack?" This was at 1.30 A.M. 
on the 18th of July, twelve hours before the first of General Johnston's 
troops left Winchester on the route to Manassas. No answer was re- 
turned, and General Patterson was left to hear the result of McDowell's 
movement from the newspapers of the following Monday. On the 20th 
of July General Patterson informed General Scott by telegraph that 
Johnston had left Winchester on the afternoon of the 18th, and the tele- 
graphic dispatch was received in season to have delayed the battle until 
reinforcements could have arrived. The evidence before the Committee 
on the Conduct of the War shows that twenty-four thousand men were 
held in reserve at the battle of Bull Run, which was more than double 
the number of Patterson's command. These men were never handled 
at all. If Patterson's column was so necessary to decide that battle 
(a battle, after all, that was little more than a Chinese fight), why were 
these reserves not employed? The question as to who mismanaged Bull 
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Run remains to be decided. We do not propose to enter upon the dis- 
cussion, but there is enough evidence, we think, to show that none of the 
mismanagement can be attributed to Major-General Eobert Patterson. 



[From the Daily Chronicle ( Washington, D. C), February Slh, 1865.] 

GENERAL PATTERSON AND THE BATTLE OE BULL RUN. 

There are not a few persons in this country who are satisfied that the 
Bull Run disaster was due to the inefBciency of General Patterson. It 
is claimed that he ought by all means to have held General Johnston in 
check, and failing in that, to have reinforced General McDowell. A few 
have gone so far as to attribute his failure to do one or the other, or both 
of these things, to want of patriotism. Aware of the damaging criticisms 
on his campaign. General Patterson early demanded a court of inquiry, 
but was assured that there was no precedent for any such procedure in 
the case of an officer- honorably discharged. He subsequently sought to 
have all his correspondence and the orders given him published, but it 
was alleged to be incompatible with the public interest. After several 
years' delay he has at last collected together the facts of his campaign in a 
brief Narrative, and, we think, thoroughly exposes the injustice which has 
been done him. It is clear that his force was overrated — that it was but 
ill provided — that he never got any orders to attack, but was advised to 
caution ; that his best ofiicers sustained his policy ; "that there was a mani- 
fest blunder made in not allowing him to threaten Johnston at a point 
like Leesburg, between Johnston's force and McDowell's ; that he, how- 
ever, kept Johnston engaged on the day in which he had reason to be- 
lieve that McDowell was to make his attack, viz., the 16th of July, and 
that it was due to the unfortunate delay of that attack till the 21st, and 
the failure of General Patterson to get further orders, that his services 
were not made more available. Had General Patterson been a man of 
bolder temper, and more inclined to assume responsibility, he might have 
attacked Johnston, and successfully ; but the undertaking, with raw 
troops, whose term of service was nearly ended, would have been ex- 
tremely hazardous. He contented himself with obeying his instructions, 
without assuming any risks. It is, moreover, very doubtful whether, if 
he had been in striking distance of Bull Run, its issue would have been 
any different ; for the testimony of all the experts is that our defeat was 
owing to very different causes than want of sufficient force. The censure 
of General Patterson shows how great injustice may be done a good 
soldier and an honest patriot by ex parte statements. 
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[From the Daily Eeoistee (New Hmen, Cmn. ), February &th, 1865.] 

GENEEAL PATTERSOlf'S DEFENCE. 

The public will remember that this General, who was in command of 
the volunteer forces in the Shenandoah, at the time of the first Bull Kun 
battle — was severely censured, for letting General Joe Johnston fall 
back to Manassas, and " turn the tide of fight," in that memorable battle. 
General Patterson has published his vindication, which embraces his 
orders, and gives facts showing that he did exactly what he was ordered 
to do, and was in no sense derelict in duty on that occasion. He shows con- 
clusively, that from the place where he was posted, he could not control 
Johnston, that he apprised his superiors of the fact of Johnston's leav- 
ing, and that'his reaching Bull Eun did not cause the loss of the battle. 
In short, it is an admirable and clear defence of his conduct on that 
occasion, and will, as it ought, be accepted as a complete vindication of 
an able and patriotic ofiicer, who has unjustly suffered for the blunders 
of others. 



[From the Daily Express {Lancaster, Pa.), February 9lh, 1865.] 

GENEEAL PATTEESOK AND BULL EUN. 

There are not a few persons in this country who are satisfied that the 
Bull Kun disaster was due to the inefficiency of General Patterson. It 
is claimed that he ought by all means to have held General Johnston in 
check, and failing in that, to have reinforced General McDowell. A few 
have gone so far as to attribute his failure to do one or the other, or 
both of these things, to want of patriotism. -Aware of the damaging 
criticisms on his campaign, General Patterson early demanded a court 
of inquiry, but was assured that there was no precedent for any such 
procedure in the case of an officer honorably discharged. He subse- 
quently sought to have all his correspondence and the orders given him 
published, but it was alleged to be incompatible with the public interest. 
After several years' delay he has at last collected together the facts of 
his campaign in a brief Narrative, and the Washington Chronicle ex- 
presses the opinion that General Patterson thoroughly exposes the injus- 
tice which has been done him. It is clear that his force was overrated ; 
that it was but ill provided ; that he never got any orders to attack, 
but was advised to caution ; that his best officers sustained his policy ; 
that there was a manifest blunder made in not allowing him to threaten 
Johnston at a point like Leesburg, between Johnston's forces and 
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McDowell's ; that he, howeyer, kept Johnston engaged, on the day in 
which he had reason to believe that McDowell was to make his attack, 
viz., the 16th of July, and that it was due to the unfortunate delay of 
that attack till the 21st, and the failure of General Patterson to get 
further orders, that his services were not made more available. Had 
General Patterson been a man of bolder temper, and more inclined to 
assume responsibility, he might have attacked Johnston, and successfully; 
but the undertaking, with raw troops, whose term of service was nearly 
ended, would have been extremely hazardous. He contented himself 
with obeying his instructions, without assuming any risks. It is, more- 
over, very doubtful whether, if he had been in striking distance of Bull 
Run, its issue would have been any diiferent ; for tlie testimony of all the 
experts is that our defeat was owing to very different causes than want 
of sufficient force. The censure of General Patterson shows how great 
injustice may be done a good soldier and an honest patriot by ex parte 
statements. 



[From tke New Yokkee {New York OUy), February \Uh, 1865.] 

HASTY JUDGMENTS 

Are always open to revision, and when a name prematurely obscured 
can be justly restored to its lustre, the truth should be welcome. Gen- 
eral Robert Patterson (Sherman & Co., Philadelphia, Printers) has 
prepared " A Narrative of the Campaign in the Valley of the Shen- 
andoah in 1861." In an opening page of the Narrative we have these 
significant words, addressed by the President to General Patterson : 
" General Patterson, I have never found fault with or censured you ; I 
have never been able to «ee that you could have done else than you did 
do. , Your hands were tied ; you obeyed orders, and did your duty, and 
I am satisfied with your conduct." The spirit of this passage animates 
the whole statement, and as the personal character of the General will 
not be questioned, we must accept his allegations until they are chal- 
lenged by conclusive evidence. This Narrative is in fact exhaustive as 
far as the author is concerned ; his positions are clearly taken and ably 
sustained, and if at times he crosses the path and affects the position of 
eminent men, we are disposed to ascribe the collision to the haste, the 
heat, and the misapprehensions incident to a great crisis, civil and pro- 
miscuous in its character, suddenly sprung upon the country, and that 
General Patterson appeared at the cross-roads, so to speak, at its most 
critical period. The perusal of the Narrative, while it will awaken 
many painful feelings, cannot fail to inspire a reconsideration of the 
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case, and a regard for General Patterson which will compel any who 
seek to answer him, to enter upon a fair examination of the whole 
question. 



[From the Universe (PkUadelpMa), Fehrum-y l\ih, 1865.] 

GENERAL PATTEESON'S VINDICATION OF HIMSELF. 

Political malice often finds it easy to destroy a good man's name ; and 
military jealousy, when unfortunate discomfiture is upon the heads of 
those who feel it, is the most unprincipled of slanderers. Major-General 
Patterson has suffered much from this double animosity. The two to- 
gether, fastened on him the first Bull Run defeat. Time, however, has 
caused passion to subside, antipathies to disappear, and th'e whole truth 
to rise clearly to the surface. The brave soldier has had the virtue of 
patience, and he has just printed a good-sized pamphlet, in which a full 
history of his- service is candidly given. We have read over these pages 
with great pleasure. Every tittle in the defence they contain is authen- 
ticated by dates, by telegraph dispatches betweeu^he General and the 
War Department, and between himself and other officers, by letters from 
the President himself, and by a long number of letters from the Urst 
commanders in the army. The General has made, these points clear: 
that he did much more than there was any right to expect from him ; 
that, had he been properly corresponded with, he would have effected 
the most important results ; that the rebel General Johnston's position 
was fully understood by the Washington authorities some days before 
the fight took place ; that it was neglect in Washington that enabled the 
same commander to realize his plans ; and that Bull Run was lost by 
delays and other things of that nature in the men intrusted with the 
chief command. The real truth is. General Scott and General McDowell 
are the men who lost Bull Eun. We are gla<i General Patterson has 
published this pamphlet. Justice to himself and to his race — he is, as 
all know, an Irishman — ^required it, and the true history of the war 
required it. We should now like to" see a pamphlet from General 
Shields. Why was he removed ? He is the only man who ever de- 
fealted Stonewall Jackson. 



[Pram the Pilot {Boston), February Uth, 1865.] 

GENERAL PATTERSON AND THE BATTLE OF BULL RUN. 

History, and especially the history of campaigns, cannot be written 
contemporaneously with the events they record. If we were to take the 

11 
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current accounts of the campaigns of any year, written at the time and 
upon the spot — very great stress is laid upon the last fact, but errone- 
ously — and hand them down to posterity, as the authentic record, how 
differently would the history of these terrible times appear to the world 
from what they will now, when time has mellowed asperities, cast out 
bitter prejudices, and suffered servile sycophancy and injudicious friend- 
ships to rot, preserving only those features in the record that have been 
crystallized by justice into enduring truths. 

All remember that after the first battle of Bull Run, the general ver- 
dict of reprobation rested upon General Robert Patterson as the author 
or cause of the defeat. The General who has borne this load of obloquy 
for three years, and refrained from hasty answer in a matter that was 
to pass into the history of a nation, has wisely waited until the minds 
of men, cooled and toned down, could look dispassionately upon his de- 
fence, and reverse the judgment, if the facts produced should warrant 
it, which they first passed upon the prominent actors on that disastrous 
day. Accordingly, he has now published a volume, from his home in 
Philadelphia, for private circulation, entitled " A Narrative of the Cam- 
paign in the Valley of the Shenandoah in 1861," a copy of which has 
been placed in our hands. 

This Narrative, coolly and calmly written, fortified by official docu- 
mentSj meets and answers with the most patient, and, at the same time, 
most convincing exactness, all the charges of dereliction in duty which 
have been laid upon General Patterson. It is, as a Philadelphia re- 
viewer concisely remarks, " a clear and convincing record, and no man 
who is rightly made up, can read it without repeating the words of 
President Lincoln to General Patterson : ' i am unable to see that you 
could have done anything else than you did do ; your hands were tied ; 
you obeyed your orders and did your duty, and I am satisfied with your 
conduct.' " 

We are unable to afford space for so lengthy a notice of this valuable 
ddcument as its importance perhaps demands. Suffice it to say, that the 
charge against General Pattersou of failing to hold the rebel Johnston, 
at Winchester ; for not attacking that general in his works there, and 
for permitting Johnston to slip away to Manassas without informing his 
superior officers, are fairly met and squarely answered ; and the docu- 
ments he adduces attest facts that fully vindicate him. The Narrative 
establishes positively, that General Patterson never was ordered to attack 
at Winchester, and the une'xpected arrival of Johnston at Manassas is 
completely met by the unanswerable fact that, on the 20th of July, the 
day before the battle of Bull Run, General Patterson telegraphed the 
General-in-chief, that Johnston had marched from Winchester on the 
afternoon of the 18th. That Johnston would be at Manassas was well 
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known in Washington and on the battle-field among our officers on that 
same day. 

The battle of Bull Run, therefore, was not lost through any act that 
can be traced to General Patterson, or for which he is responsible. He 
has repeatedly asked for a court of inquiry ; but it has been denied him 
on the ground that he has been " honorably discharged," and that a 
court could do no more. It was added that the publication of the cor- 
respondence " was incompatible with the public interests," and so, with 
a complete vindication in his hands, he was obliged to suffer on in silence. 
That silence has been broken, and the voice is the voice of truth. Would 
that that voice had been heard from the beginning of the rebellion, 
through all its stormy scenes — the nation would have been in a better 
condition ; the public, so often hoodwinked, cajoled, deceived, trifled 
with, would have looked with more confidence to ofiicial disclosures 
than they can now yield them ; many who are exalted might never have 
risen ; many who have been laid low would have lived for the glory of 
the nation, or died defending its honor; public morals would not have 
been imperilled, and truth, with her serene and august effulgence, would 
have shed a light upon the nation and its affairs, which, alas ! we look 
for in vain to-day. 



[Frrnn the Union ( ), February 13lh, 1865.] 

GENEKAL PATTEKSON. 
To THE Editor of the Union: 

I have read with great interest " A Narrative of the Campaign in the 
Shenandoah Valley, in 1861, by Robert Patterson, late Major-General of 
Volunteers." The disastrous defeat of our army at Bull Run at the 
opening of the war is still fresh in the recollection of all. Who does not 
remember the almost universal burst of indignation which resounded 
through the land at the alleged failure of General Patterson to come to 
the rescue on that terrible day ? The public opinion created at that 
time by exaggerated newspaper reports against this General was con- 
firmed by the Congressional Committee on the Conduct of the War. So 
strongly had the tide set against Patterson that an investigation by his 
peers in the military service was denied him, and that, too, on the most 
ridiculous and flimsy grounds, lest the blame might rest upon broader 
shoulders. 

The facts presented by General Patterson in this Narrative, while they 
are highly vindicatory of his course as a commander, are equally dam- 
aging to his superior in command as well as to the then Secretary of 
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War, who refused to furnish on the caJl of the Senate the correspondence 
between General Patterson and his chief, and also to the Committee of 
Congress on the Conduct of the War. It strikes the uninitiated as a 
strange mode of procedure, that it should be deemed -incompatible with 
the public interest to furnish such correspondence between military offi- 
cers, especially while one of them was resting under the ban of public 
opinion. Subsequent developments show that the assumed ground for 
withholding this correspondence was by no means so much in the way 
of public interest as it would have proven to be in the way of certain 
individual interests. But what is most remarkable of all is that after 
the testimony of fourteen out of eighteen general officers who participated 
in the battle, in which they do not in a single instance allude to Patter- 
son's command as having anything to do with the failure, the Congres- 
sional Committee gravely decided that " the failure of General Patterson 
to hold the forces of General Johnston in the Shenandoah Valley was 
the principal cause of the defeat." These officers unite in declaring 
that the delay of General McDowell to attack before the 21st of July, 
and then the delay of hours on the morning of that day (Sunday), the 
miserable management of throwing out batteries to the front without the 
necessary infantry supports, the failure to bring in an entire division of 
reserves which had been left beyond supporting distance, and, finally, 
the entire want of discipline, chargeable to the absence of a headqu'arters 
on the field, were the prime and onlv causes of this mortifying defeat. 

S. 



[From t!ie New Yokk Herald, February 13th, 1865.] 

THE FIRST CAMPAIGN IN THE VALLEY OE THE 
SHENANDOAH. 

In a pamphlet under the title of " The Campaign in the Valley of the 
Shenandoah, in 1861, by Robert Patterson, late Major-General of Vol- 
unteers," the author presents a narrative and vindication of his conduct 
in the management of the campaign in question. The prominent fea- 
tures of his plans are stated, discussed, and indorsed by a variety of tes- 
timony from officers then subordinates, but who since have become con- 
spicuous and eminent. Aside from the design of the Narrative, the facts 
are interesting as a chapter of history. 
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[From the Dispatch {Pittsburg), February 14th, 1865.] 

THE " THEEE MONTHS' CAMPAIGN " IN THE SHENANDOAH " 

VALLEY. . 

We have often wondered why General Eobert Patterson, who com- 
manded the forces in the Shenandoah Valley, in the summei; of 1861, 
did not promptly expose, as we were aware he could, the gross injustice 
of the obloquy cast upon him after the close of that campaign, when it 
became necessary to use him as a " scapegoat " for the blunders of those 
who were responsible for the disaster at Bull Run, by attributing it to 
his not keeping Johnston at Winchester, and preventing his alleged to 
have been unexpected reinforcement of Beauregard. The mystery is 
solved in a " Narrative" by that officer, issued from the press in Phila- 
delphia, the pages of which we have just perused ; and a more trium- 
phant vindication of a much-abused man and a worthy officer we have 
seldom seen. 

It has been none of his fault that this vindication has been thus' de- 
layed, and we cannot say it has been to his injury. An earlier publi- 
cation (even if free from the effect of being " detrimental to the public 
service") might not have received the calm consideration it deserved 
from a public incensed against him by frequent repetition of calumny, 
and the good soldier finds it occasionally necessary to risk, perhaps lose 
for a time, what is more valuable than life, his reputation, for the good 
of his country, consoled only by the consciousness of having performed 
a duty, and the hope that the future may do justice to his name. 

No one who participated in the campaign alluded to, and was aware 
of the orders and instructions under which General Patterson acted — 
being at no time cut off more than a very few hours from telegraphic 
communication (via Sandy Hook) with the commanding general — ever 
censured him for his conduct, and those . most intimate with those orders, 
and best acquainted with all the circumstances, have been the heartiest 
in their commendation. That many a soldier or officer was disappointed 
in his not leading ten thousand raw men, under officers a majority of 
them incompetent, to attack three times their number within the earth- 
works at Winchester (having a siege train of one 30 pounder, a 24 
pounder and an old 8-inch howitzer, whilst Johnston left twenty-six 
pieces there when he moved to Manassas), is true ; but, had General 
Patterson done so, it is probable " Bull Run " would have been enacted 
on a less scale in the Valley of the Shenandoah, by a force which, com- 
pared with the same troops now, was little more than an armed mob on a 
kind of picnic excursion. We should probably have felt quite insulted, 
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at that time, had any one so termed it, but after-experience in the field 
satisfies us it is most correctly so described. 

Application for an investigation of his conduct, soon after the cam- 
paign ended, was refused, because he had been honorably mustered out 
of the service, no charge being made against him ; copies of his orders 
were denied to Congress then, their publication being deemed detrimental 
to the public service, and he has suffered nearly three years, lest his 
vindication might be deemed objectionable on' the same ground. It now 
appears, and is unanswerable. 

It establishes first this fact : that Patterson's column placed where it 
was, was'as impossible to prevent Johnston from going to Manassas, as it 
would be for a man in Baltimore to prevent a man in Philadelphia from 
going to New York. It was a " false line," and was so pronounced by 
General Patterson and all his officers. In lieu he proposed to fortify 
Mgiryland Heights and move his main column to Leesburg, where he 
would have threatened Johnston more effectually, and been near enough 
to McDowell to assist or receive aid from him, as circumstances might 
demand. This plan he was not authorized to carry into effect. On the 
contrary he was kept on " an exterior line,'' sixty miles from Manassas, 
with Johnston's army between him and McDowell's. Notwithstanding 
his " false " position, for which he was not accountable, he did so ma- 
noeuvre his column as to hold Johnston up to the time indicated in the 
order of the General-in-chief, and for several days beyond tliat time. 
General Patterson was informed that McDowell's attack would be made 
on the 16th of July, and that he should demonstrate against Johnston 
on that day. This he did, according to order, keeping Johnston in line 
of battle all that day, and Johnston did not move from Winchester until 
the afternoon of the 18th, at which time Patterson was led to believe 
from the tenor of the General-in-chief's dispatches that McDowell's 
battle had been delivered and the "junction carried." 

The "Narrative" further establishes that General Patterson was 
never ordered to attack Winchester. Every dispatch of the General-in- 
chief enjoins great " caution " and " circumspection ;" and that there 
should be no attack unless it was clear to Patterson that he was in " su- 
perior," or at least " equal force " to Johnston. All the evidence goes 
to show that he never was in force sufficient to disregard these positive, 
emphatic, and repeated instructions. General Patterson would have 
been guilty of flagrant disobedience of orders if he had attacked Win- 
chester so defended, with his thirteen thousand. But notwithstanding 
the great disparity, Patterson, on the 18th of July, twelve hours before 
Johnston commenced his march from Winchester, telegraphed the Gen- 
eral-in-chief, "Shall I attack?" and to that demand for instructions he 
never got an answer. 
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With respect to the " unexpected " arrival of Johnston at Manassas, 
the record is unanswerable. On the 20th of July, the day before the 
battle of Bull Run, Patterson telegraphed the General-in-chief that 
Johnston had marched on the afternoon of the 18th. The battle of 
Bull Run was therefore not lost on account of Johnston's " unexpected " 
appearance there, nor on account of any of the circumstances for which 
it has been sought to hold General Patterson responsible. The record 
is now before the public, and justice demands that the people shall be 
made acquainted with its character, if they do not see the volume itself 
When they read it, it will be strange indeed, if they do not agree with 
the President, and say that General Patterson " obeyed his orders, and 
did his duty." The military readers of the "Narrative" will find what 
should be a conclusive opinion to them from Major-General George H. 
Thomas (who was of Patterson's command), in a letter dated Atlanta, 
August 8th, 1864. In this letter that distinguished General says, " I 
have always believed, and have frequently so expressed myself, that 
your management of the three months' campaign was able and judicious, 
and was to the best interests of the service." 



[Fi-om l?ie Clihton Demockat (Z«c4 Haven), February 16lh, 1865.] 

WHO IS EESPONSIBLE FOE THE JFAILUBE OF OUR ARMS 
AT BULL BUN ? "THAT IS THE QUESTION." 

Before the battle of Bull Run the country was in high glee and jubi- 
lant of the contemplated success of the Union arms. The country re- 
sponded with alacrity to the President's call for 75,000 men, for many 
were of opinion that to crush out the Southern rebellion was only child's 
play, and could be crushed out or driven (as it was said by Republican 
wiseacres) into the Gulf of Mexico before breakfast. " But experience 
teaches all things,'' and so it is in this case, and if we reflect upon any 
great evil that has befallen us, we can always trace its source to some 
blunder or fault of our own ; but instead of acknowledging our own 
faults are very glad to put the blame on some one else, although our 
consciences accusing and not excusing our own miserable and dishonest 
conclusions. 

Sudden was the call made by the President, and prompt was the call 
responded to by the patriotic people of the North, for 75,000 men to 
vindicate th^ honor and integrity of our glorious Union. 

Much was expected and great deeds promised to be performed by our 
army, and so confident of success' were the stupid and imbecile powers 
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at Washington that even Senators, Congressmen, and ladies, wended 
their way to the scene of carnage as they would to a fashionable picnic. 
Such a display of profound imbecility and folly could do nothing else 
than inspire the rebels with certainty of success, as it was well known 
that not a single Congressman possessed the genius of a Marlborough or 
female the spirit or intrepidity of Joan of Arc, or the Maid of Sara- 
gossa. The mighty army of the Potomac, under McDowell, unlike that 
of the king of France, who " with 40,000 men marched up the hill and 
then marched down again ;" but who, with 60,000 raw undisciplined 
volunteers, a score of weak-minded Congressmen, and a bevy of equally 
strongminded women, ran to Bull Run, and after seeing the bulliphani, 
ran back again, and a bully run it was ! 

Now had these troops six months been drilled, 

With McClellan in coeimand, 
Ten thousand dollars to one cent 

No Rebs now in the land. 

But the great and irreparable blunder was committed, and all that 
now remained was to make an official report of the shameful disaster, 
shirk the responsibility and put the blame on the innocent. 

This the honorable fleet-footed heroes who followed McDowell's army 
were ready to do as soon as their cowardly hides were safe and secure 
behind the defences of Washington. As soon as the intermitting pulse 
of the fleet-footed heroes settled down to 120 per niinute, resolutions 
were ofiered in Congress and passed in favor of a Committee on the Con- 
duct of the War. This committee, after using gallons of ink and cart- 
loads of paper, finally gave to the country volumes of humbug and an 
immense amount of useless information. Now, this committee on useless 
information, after much labor both of body and mind, made the brilliant 
discovery that General Patterson was the sole cause of the disaster at 
Bull Run. Now, had the committee been allowed to prosecute their in- 
vestigation still farther, no dpubt they would give us the name of the 
great hero who struck Billy Patterson before the end of the present re- 
bellion, and thus put -an end to that long and vexed question ; and for 
this alone the committee would have deserved not only the thanks of 
the Loyal League, but deserved also to have their names engraved upon 
the memory and hearts of our great public benefactors — -the shoddy con- 
tractors. And now let us see in what way General Patterson contribu- 
ted to the disaster of Bull Run. At the outset of the war, General 
Patterson was appointed Major-General of the Pennsylvania forces, and 
after rendering most signal service to the country betw^n Baltimore 
and Washington, was assigned to the command of the army of the Upper 
Potomac, and made his headquarters at Hagerstown. Here he under- 
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took to organize his army of undisciplined volunteers, with the enemy 
posted in overwhelming force and strong positions at Harper's Ferry 
and Maryland Heights. 

After the organization of his army, General Patterson advanced to- 
wards the Potomac, intending to attack Johnston at Harper's Ferry. 
His plan was submitted to the General-in-chief and was approved. The 
moment Patterson advanced Johnston abandoned Harper's Ferry and 
fell back to Bunker Hill ; and no sooner had Patterson crossed the 
Potomac with part of his force, when orders came from General Scott, 
to recross the river into Maryland, and took away from Patterson all 
his regular troops and artillery, leaving him without a single gun and 
with no cavalry save the First City Troop of volunteer cavalry. 

Patterson was now ill prepared to assail the powerful force under 
Johnston at Bunker Hill, and General Scott did not expect him to do 
so. " I have said we must have no reverse," said Scott ; " but this is not 
enough. A check or drawn battle would be a victory to the enemy, 
filling his heart with joy, his ranks with men, and his magazines with 
voluntary contributions. Take your measures, therefore, circumspectly: 
make a good use of your engineers and other experienced officers and 
generals, and attempt nothing without a clear prospect of success, as you 
will find the enemy strongly posted and not inferior to you in numbers." 

General Patterson asked for permission to hold Maryland Heights 
and advance to Leesburg, where he could have been in cominunication 
with McDowell, and could have assisted in any movement made by that 
General. He would have been in a position to attack the rebel left 
wing, and at the battle of Manassas he might have brought his troops 
into such position as would have made the subsequent battle a victory 
for the Union forces. But he was ordered to remain in front of John- 
ston at Winchester, and to cross the river and attack him if in equal or 
superior force. But he was not even in equal force ; he had ten thousand 
six hundred and fifty men and six guns when this order was received, 
whilst Johnston had 15,000 men and from 20 to 24 guns. With this 
small force, on the 2d of July, General Patterson, who could get no 
batteries or regulars from Washington, crossed the Potomac. General 
Abercrombie's brigade, composed of the 1st Wisconsin, Colonel Stark- 
weather, and the 11th Pennsylvania Regiment under Colonel Jarrett, 
led the van, encountered " Stonewall " Jackson's brigade beyond Falling 
Waters, and after a sharp conflict put the rebels to rout, and with but 
small loss entered Martinsburg on the 3d of July. Jackson fell back to 
Winchester and joined Johnston. 

General Patterson was ordered to advance on Winchester, but was in 
a sad plight for want of sufficient men, artillery, and transportation. 
Johnston by this time was strongly intrenched with 42,000 men, 35,000 
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of them regulars, and 52 guns. The opinion of the Federal oflBcers was 
that our troops were in no condition to fight. This was declared in a 
council of war, at which Generals Thomas, Keim, Stone, Abercrombie, 
Fitz John Porter, Negley, Gordon, and Colonel Simpson oi the engineers, 
were present and assisted. General Patterson now moved to Bunker 
Hill and made his dispositions to attack Johnston, should the General- 
in-chief so direct. Here Patterson received permission to make a flank 
movement to Charlestown, where he could threaten Johnston at Win- 
chester or move his column to Leesburg, where he could have been in 
time to reinforce McDowell before the battle of Bull Run. Patterson 
had orders to keep Johnston in check until the 16th of July, as the battle 
at Manassas was to come off on the 17th. General Patterson now received 
a dispatch from General Scott, stating that McDowell's first day's work 
had driven the enemy beyond Fairfax Court-house, and that the Junc- 
tion would probably be carried to-morrow. 

Thus, from Charlestown on Tuesday, the 18th of July, three dayfe 
before the battle of Bull Run, at 1.30 a.m., twelve hours before any part 
of General Johnston's command left Winchester for Manassas, Patterson 
telegraphed General Scott his opinion of the probable result of an attack 
on Winchester and asked, " Shall I attack." 

To this no answer was returned, and General Patterson was left in 
utter ignorance of General McDowell's movements from Wednesday, 
July 17th, until Monday, the 22d, when he first heard of the disastrous 
result tjirough the newspapers. If the Commander-in-chief, who was 
perfectly acquainted with General Patterson's condition, desired him to 
attack, he had an opportunity of doing it ; with his orders General Pat^ 
terson would cheerfully have advanced, let the result be what it might. 

And if General Scott had desired Patterson to join him at Manassas, 
an order at that time would have effected it, and he could have been 
there as soon or sooner than General Johnston. 

General Patterson succeeded in detaining Johnston up to the after- 
noon of Thursday, the 18th, and no portion of his force arrived on the 
field of battle at Manassas until the afternoon of Sunday, the 21st, so 
that Johnston was kept from joining Beauregard not only on " Tuesday, 
or the early part of next week," but during the entire, week. That the 
battle of Manassas was by that time fought and won by our troops no 
one doubted. 

Now from the dispatch mentioned before in relation to the junction 
being carried, &c., and knowing that Johnston was still in front, and 
that it would take him three days to reach Manassas, Patterson felt con- 
fident that everything was progressing in accordance with the plans of 
the General-in-chief. 

Instead, however, of " the Junction being carried to-morrow " (Tues- 
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day), there -was not even an attack made upon it until Sunday, the 21st, 
and then late in the day, of all of which General Patterson was kept in 
profound ignorance. General Scott informed Patterson that he would 
fight on the 16th, and on the 17th told him he had driven tire enemy 
beyond a certain point, and would probably complete the operation on 
the next day ; now it was his duty to inform Patterson if he had not done 
it, otherwise he must of course infer that he had done it, more especially 
when it was in his power to communicate with him by telegraph. Gen- 
eral Patterson obeyed orders strictly, and cannot be held responsible for 
the disaster that befell our arms at Manassas. 



[Jf^om the Home Intelligencer (Mineral Point, Wisconsin), February '25th, 1865.] 

We are indebted to General Kobert Patterson for a copy of his " Nar- 
rative of the Campaign in the Valley of the Shenandoah in 1861." We 
were always firm in the belief that the General had done everything that 
could be accomplished with the limited means under his control, and 
now, after reading and examining the official orders given in this very 
interesting pamphlet, we are thoroughly convinced that he did more 
than most officers could do with the same troops under similar circum- 
stances. General Patterson was unfortunate in this, that our troops 
were defeated at Bull Run through the blundering of high officials at 
Washington. Somebody must be the " scapegoat " for the mismanage- 
'.rnent, and the General was selected — with what injustice is shown by 
the testimony of officers, now among the most honored in the country. 
We shall endeavor to make room for liberal extracts from the " Narra- 
tive " in a future issue. 



[From the Illinois State Kegister (Springfield), February 28/A, 1865.] 

MAJOE-GENEKAL ROBERT PATTERSON. 

A friend has placed upon our table, a " Narrative of the Campaign 
in the Valley of the Shenandoah in 1861," by Major-General Eobert 
Patterson. Amongst the details of battles, we perceive is recorded the 
story of our humiliating defeat in the first Bull Run battle. We are 
indisposed to recall the mortifying circumstances of that ungracious 
affair; but if recurrence to those events is necessary in order to do 
justice to a distinguished general, we ought not to shirk the resppnsi- 
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bility, even if by so recalling- the history*of those times, unpleasant 
memories should be awakened. 

It seems indisputably shown, that the blame which has been so liber- 
ally cast upon General Patterson in reference to the original Bull Run 
disaster, is entirely unjust. We have examined the history with care, 
and are glad to be enabled to make this avowal. Indeed,, in this view, 
we but reiterate the approving remarks of the President himself: " I am 
unable to see that," said Mr. Lincoln, " you could have done anything 
else than you did do ; your hands were tied ; you obeyed your orders 
and did your duty, and I am satisfied with your conduct." 

Should, it be asked why General Patterson, having so strong a case, 
has never brought it before the public in an official form, we answer, he 
repeatedly asked for a court of inquiry; but this was denied him on the 
ground that having been "honorably discharged" a court of inquiry 
could do no more. To this it was added that the publication of the 
correspondence was incompatible with the public service. So he was 
compelled to suflFer in silence, though he had a full vindication always 
at hand. At length, however, tardy justice is being done General Pat- 
terson. The record is now before the public, and justice demands that 
the people shall be made acquainted with its character, if they do not 
see the volume itself. When they read it, it will be strange, indeed, if 
they do not agree with the President, and say that General Patterson 
"obeyed his orders and did his duty." The military readers of the 
" Narrative " will find what should be a conclusive opinion to them, 
from Major-General George H. Thomas (who was of Patterson's com- 
mand), in a letter dated Atlanta, August 8th, 1864. In this letter that 
distinguished General says : "I have always believed, and have frequently 
so expressed myself, that your management of the three months'- cam- 
paign was able and judicious, and was to the best interests of the service." 

It affords us real pleasure to assist in doing justice to a brave and 
skilful ofiicer. General Patterson served in the Mexican campaign with 
distinguished success. Second in command to the venerable hero. Gen- 
eral Scott, he deserved and received the highest commendation of that 
distinguished soldier. At Cerro Gordo, General Scott says : " Major- 
General Patterson left a sick-bed to share in the dangers, fatigues, and 
glories of the day, and after the surrender, went forward to command 
the advanced forces towards Xalapa." The record would be incomplete 
did we fail to mention that so early as in the war of 1812, General Patter- 
son, then a lieutenant and captain in the regular service, achieved dis- 
tinction and acquired renown as a soldier, even in those early days of 
his manhood. We repeat our expression, that the opportunity of doing 
him justice is none the less agreeable because it has been so long delayed. 
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[From (he Semi-Weekly Hekald (Norristown, Pa.), Feii'uary 28(A, 18(i5.] 

SHENANDOAH "^ALLEY CAMPAIGN OF 1861. 

A pamphlet with this title, issued by Major-General Robert Patter- 
son, of Philadelphia, has been sent us. It gives the General's version 
of his campaign with the three months' men, against Johnston, in the 
summer of 1861. For that elaborate explanation and review which is 
necessary to a perfect understanding of the subject, we must leave to 
other hands, but we are free to say that we think a perusal, with a com- 
parison of the official papers published in it, will go far to relieve Gen- 
eral Patterson from the blame which has been put upon him for his 
conduct of the campaign. 



[From the New Hampshike Patriot {Concord), March Isl, 1865.] 

GENEEAL EOBEET PATTERSON. 

There are but two or three officers connected with the present war 
who have been more unjustly treated, both by the government and the 
public, than General Robert Patterson of Pennsylvania. Holding a 
most important command at the very opening of the war, he proved 
himself a brave, prudent, skilful, and competent officer; yet because, 
through the fault of his superiors and by reason of his proper obedience 
to their orders, he did not perform utter impossibilities, he was made the 
object of the greatest injustice from the government, and the grossest 
abuse from the public press and the " loyal " people. To him alone — 
his alleged negligence, incompetency, or cowardice — was attributed the 
disaster and disgrace of the first battle of Bull Run ; and from that day 
to this he has been the object of the coarsest abuse and the most unrea- 
sonable calumny, both from those who desired a scapegoat for their own 
blunders and incompetency, and from the jackals in their service, and 
from the great mass of men who had no other means of information in 
regard to the real facts of the case. 

For over three years. General Patterson made every effort to induce 
the administration to permit justice to be done him. He applied to the 
President and Secretary of War for permission to publish his corre- 
spondence with the General-in-chief, or to order a court of inquiry upon 
his conduct. He appealed to the Committee on the Conduct of the 
War, when investigating the matter of the Bull Run battle, to allow 
witnesses to testify to the facts in reference to his conduct. He caused 
a call to be made by Congress for the production of the orders and cor- 
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respondence in regard to his operations. But all this was denied upon 
the plea that the public interest would suffer thereby : and so the in- 
jured officer continued under the cloud — the* victim of malice and the 
scapegoat of imbecility, rather than injure the country's cause by vindi- 
cating his personal and military reputation. But as the time has arrived 
when that cause cannot suffer by his so doing, General Patterson has 
recently published a " Narrative " of his campaign, which is a most com- 
plete and triumphant vindication of his reputation and conduct — so 
complete that no one who reads it can fail to wonder at the wickedness 
of those who so long and persistently labored to make him the scapegoat 
of their blunders and crimes, as well as at the patriotic patience of this 
much-abused officer in so long forbearing to vindicate his good name 
through fear of doing injury to the public interest. 



[From the Luzerme Union ( Wilkesbarrey Pa.), March 1st, 1865.] 

GENERAL PATTERSON VINDICATED. 

A friend has placed in our hands a pamphlet of 128 pages, printed by 
Sherman & Co., Philadelphia, which is a Narrative of the Campaign in 
the Valley of the Shenandoah in 1861, by Kobert Patterson, late Major- 
General of Volunteers. We have cursorily examined this little work 
with more than usual interest, for we find in its pages a complete vindi- 
cation of the character of one whose reputation belongs to Pennsylvania, 
and who was more aspersed in the beginning of the war, perhaps, than 
any man in it. General Patterson's career in Mexico, his uniform high 
military character, and the esteem in which he is held by, all who have 
ever served under him, should have been at once proof against all as- 
saults or insinuations. But the blundering manner in which the present 
war has been conducted, from its incipiency to the present, must be ex- 
cused in some way that would shield an imbecile administration from 
responsibility. Hence, in the start, General Patterson was selected as 
the target for all the censure due to the defeat of our arms at the first 
battle of Bull Run. He has borne it patriotically and patiently, rather 
than do any act which would seem to militate against the public interests, 
until now, when the time seems right for him to speak. " Time at last 
makes all things even," is indeed true in General Patterson's case ; for 
even so excessively loyal a journal as the Philadelphia Press does him 
the justice to say that he had been greatly abused. 

We have not the time to read as carefully as we would like the whole 
of the pamphlet, but that our readers may know about the gist of it, we 
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copy in another column, an article from the Philadelphia Ledger, on the 
subject. General Patterson was a Democrat, and for that reason he 
must be hounded down by the fanatics ; but his case also is another 
proof that 

■" Truth crushed to earth will rise again." 

* 



IFrom the Republican {Chester, Pa.), March Zd, 1865.] 

THE SHENANDOAH VALLEY CAMPAIGN. 

A few weeks since we made a hasty notice of a little volume which 
had been furnished us, entitled, "A Narrative of the Campaign in the 
Valley of the Shenandoah, in 1861, by Robert Patterson, late Major- 
General of Volunteers." Since then we have had opportunity to peruse 
the work with that care which it seemed to require at our hands. The 
author comes before the public with a plain unvarnished story of actual 
transactions to refute calumnies, which, born of ignorance, and fostered 
by hasty prejudice, have long been persisted in by many intelligent, 
patriotic, and well-disposed persons who would not willingly form harsh 
judgments. Indeed, we think that the American people, of all others, 
are the last knowingly to practice injustice. They are, it is true, very 
swift to hear, and not slow to speak, and the quick sense of hearing too 
often finds its dangerous neighbor of an unguarded tongue, but they are 
ever ready to repair any wrong they may have done by a too hasty 
opinion. The Narraftive to which we allude, not only furnishes a com- 
plete vindication of General Patterson's management of the campaign, 
as far as he was concerned, but makes a very important and valuable 
contribution to the history of the war. Many of the important facts 
developed by it would otherwise have been entombed in the chaotic 
mass of state papers for which bureaus of administration have been so 
often found the convenient receptacle. These facts are necessary for a 
proper understanding of the early history of the war, and they stand in 
comparison with the onesided reports of Committees of Congress about 
the disaster at Bull Run in a similar relation that Napier's masterly 
history of the Peninsular Campaign would bear to some distempered 
and partisan declamation of ignorant members of Parliament. Every- 
body can recall the feelings of mortification and disappointment at the 
defeat of the national army at Manassas, but few were then prepared 
to accept the humiliating truth which may be made apparent to every 
one that the plan of the campaign against the insurgents was radically 
defective, and carried with it the seeds of its own failure. The nation 
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was not awake then, perhaps is not ready now, to acknowledge the inex- 
orable fact. The General-in-ehief was the idol of the old regular army. 
In the active memory of the present generation, the only military affair 
in which the Eepublican giant, unconscious of its dormant power, had 
been engaged, was the Mexican war, and it was regarded as a mighty 
illustration of the force of the republic, although in the terrible 
light of the last four years it is now looked upon as a small side-scene 
in our national drama. A grateful sense of his services caused him to 
be looked up to as almost, if not indeed quite, infallible in military 
judgment and capacity. How could the great American people, su- 
premely fixed in the justice of their cause, and conscious of their power, 
be beaten, under such a leader, in a contest with the wicked anarchists 
who had raised the unholy front of rebellion on the worst plea that 
ever drove men to perdition, against the righteous supremacy of a free 
government ? It was a question to which the popular mind would admit 
of but one answer. But instead of success in the midst of the nation's 
highest hopes came disaster. Our great strength was made to appear 
contemptible weakness, and the strongest and most powerful nation in 
the world, in the hour of its highest hopes of triumph, was forced to ac- 
cepi! defeat at the hands of its insurgent population. Upon whom should 
the failure be visited? As the event proved, not on the Chief, whose 
hedge of military infallibility repelled alike executive assault, or the in- 
trusion of civil criticism — not on him, but on one unfortunate subordi- 
nate, who could be made a scapegoat with the easy and natural resource 
of an incensed and disappointed people. We all know how readily the 
public mind accepted the order relieving General Patterson from com- 
mand of the Shenandoah, and the substitution of General Banks, as the 
unmistakable and unerring indication that he was the immediate cause 
of our failure; and we all know how unguarded tongues in private and 
public talk, and facile pens in the service of public journals, made pub- 
lic opinion. There was one man, and one man only, who could have 
stayed this tortuous course of public sentiment, and it was not too much 
for those who admired him to expect that the General-in-Chief, secure 
in the confidence and regard of a<generous people, should have turned 
aside undeserved reproach and unjust opprobrium from a faithful sub- 
ordinate and a loving friend. That he did not, is for him to make ac- 
count to that conscience which finds no sterner arbiter on earth than 
military judgment; but he may yet live to know, that the American 
people, trusting and generous as they are with men, are inflexibly just 
when the interests of the republic are concerned, and will break their 
idols before the supremacy of equal and exact justice to all men. But 
for the time it was so ordered, that General Patterson was made to en- 
dure censures and reproaches which found ho motives too bad to give 



EDITOKIALS FROM LEADING JOURNALS. 177 

weight to the calumny by which his good name for soldierly conduct, or 
loyalty to his country, was overborne. It mattered not that in the reg- 
ular army, in the war of 1812, he then, as Captain Patterson, had proved 
himself a good^ soldier; nor that in the Mexican war the value of the 
military accomplishments which, to an unappreciative public, in the 
midst of peaceful prosperity, he had sedulously cherished, had been 
illustrated as the able coadjutor of General Scott at Vera Cruz and 
Cerro Gordo, and for which he had received the especial mention of 
that great General. Past services as a faithful soldier, unseeking merit 
as an able commander, the fair record of good citizenship, and unstained 
personal probity, all went for nothing against the insensate craving of 
the hour for a victim. 

• In vain did he ask, as a measure of justice for himself, for his family, 
for his friends, and for his native commonwealth, the simple justice of a 
court of inquiry. Equally vain was a request in the interest of the 
public service, by a resolution of the Hon. John Sherman, in the U. 8. 
Senate, December 17th, 1861. They were alike denied. Had he been 
continued in command, this might have been denied, or postponed, but 
in the case of an officer in high command, who was summarily relieved 
of it under implied censure, and who was afterwards made the object of 
censure by a Congressional committee, a court of inquiry was his simple 
right, and the interests of the country required that it should have been 
granted. It was, however, denied, and the obloquy cast on him by in- 
direction, which also involved many a brave officer and soldier of the 
republic, was permitted to endure. An alleged incompatibility with the 
public interests was made the reason for denial. As General Patterson 
most pertinently remarks in his Narrative, " Had a court of inquiry been 
allowed me, no publication of the orders or correspondence would have 
been necessary. The court would have investigated the case, aud if it 
had appeared that I had obeyed my orders and done my duty, they 
would have said so, I would have been satisfied, and then the case would 
have terminated." 

It was reserved, however, for an agency, over which General Patterson 
had no control, to turn the public mind from the false direction it had 
taken by the virtual suppression of the facts by the military authorities 
of the day. This was done by a military criticism on the " Art of War," 
from the pen of Major-General Halleck, in the New York Times, of July 
22d. That article made apparent to the common intelligence, what had 
long been known to military men, namely, that not only were the cen- 
sures which had been heaped on General Patterson wholly unjustifiable, 
but that the whole plan of campaign which resulted in the disaster at 
Manassas, and which, as it now appears, was made in spite of General 
Patterson's suggestions, was radically defective. General Halleck's 

12 
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criticism closed all controversy on this point, and the conclusion he 
festened on the minds of all who read the article was irresistible, and it 
is safe to say, that the military blunder which contemplated the impos- 
sibility for General Patterson to compel Johnston to abandon his interior 
line, and consequent facility of communication with Beauregard, has 
been without defence or extenuation, since General Halleck's trenchant 
exposition of the fallacy of the campaign. This indeed, by fair inference, 
relieved General Patterson from censure, but the public did not know, 
what is developed by the oiBcial correspondence published in his Narra- 
tive, and which the War Department declined to publish, that the true 
plan of campaign, as demonstrated by General Halleck, would have 
made Leesburg the pivoted point of operations by the army under Pat- 
terson's command, was distinctly and specially recommended by him in 
a plan of operations submitted to the General-in-chief under date June 
21st, 1861. This plan anticipated in entire scope and detail what was 
afterwards pointed out by General Halleck as the true mode of opera- 
tion, and it was a sad misfortune that it did not obtain the sanction of 
the General-in-chief. It would not only have saved the disaster at 
Manassas, but would have made the onward march to Richmond an en- 
terprise embracing the most favorable military conditions for success. 
The testimony of the principal officers under command of McDowell is 
clear, that if General Patterson's plan had been acted on, the attack at 
Manassas would have resulted in an overwhelming victory for the 
National army. Although kept in a false position, the disadvantages 
of which no one knew better than himself, General Patterson, with true 
soldierly feeling, made no complaints, but with his army looking daily, 
almost hourly, to a return to their homes, he kept on the alert, and 
whilst obeying every order of his chief and holding himself in active 
readiness for any feasible offensive movement, carefully provided for 
the defence of the border by the most judicious use of the men and ma- 
terial at his command. Thus it will be seen that General Patterson's vin- 
dication rests not merely on what a superficial view would regard as the 
negative merit of faithful subordination and vigilaut obedience to orders, 
but rises to the height of a sagacious comprehension of the military po- 
sition, and that he is entitled to the merit of submitting the only plan 
of operations which could have secured success. Had he attempted what 
an unthinking clamor, raised by the mortification of defeat and fomented 
by a prejudiced course of Congressional inquiry, censured him for not 
doing, we should perhaps have had to mourn a double defeat, or would 
have lost our main reliance at that time to prevent the advance of the 
rebel army on the National capital, for it is a well-attested fact, that 
the integrity of his army was thus felt and acknowledged- by the rebel 
commanders as their chief obstacle, after the battle of Bull Eun, to a 
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triumphant march on "Washington. His defeat, which from Johnston's 
greatly superior force, and the advantages of his position, must have 
been almost inevitable, would surely have sacrificed the defences of our 
border, and would have made au offensive campaign in Pennsylvania 
follow swiftly on the heels of the disaster at Manassas. 

It is now seen, after four years of war, in which the Valley of the 
Shenandoah has been so often made the vale of our national humilia- 
tion, only illumined J)y the brilliant and victorious campaign of General 
Sheridan, that the defence and security of the Maryland and Pennsyl- 
vania border and the defence of the capital are now secured by the oc- 
cupation of the same base of operations, and are comprehended in the 
same plan which General Patterson recommended in 1861. 

We are quite unable in the limits of a newspaper article to do ade- 
quate justice to the Narrative, which in its calm, dignified, and thoroughly 
candid statement of facts, supported by documentary evidence, leaving 
no room for cavil, completely exonerates its author from the cruel cen- 
sure with which he was assailed. While these calumnies were at their 
height, upon knowledge derived from officers and men who had served 
with him, and felt keenly the injustice which had been done, we de- 
fended him. 

We know that it was the too common fate of men who strive to serve 
the public, to have their best motives aspersed, and their worthiest ac- 
tions misrepresented ; but every true man, especially he who has felt the 
bitter tooth of calumny, will rejoice in the chance that may be afforded 
him of defending a fellow-sufferer. That we raised our voice in his just 
defence at an early day is the more satisfactory to us now, inasmuch as 
that many of our most influential journalists who were misled at the time 
into censure of General Patterson, since the appearance of the Narrative 
have given space to the correction of the erroneous' impressions which 
had been so widely spread abroad. Whilst we rejoice in these manifes- 
tations of manlj"- justice and fearless uprightness which should always 
characterize every man who occupies the responsible position of a public 
journalist, we cannot forbear, in the interests of public justice, to call at- 
tention to the unfortunate refusal of the court of inquiry which General 
Patterson asked for. The public interests involved far outweighed any 
personal considerations that could attach to him or any other individual, 
however high in station, and the country had a right to know who, if 
any one person, was responsible for the disaster at Bull Eun, or to know 
if it resulted from circumstances beyond individual control, whatever 
the causes that led to it, that a recurrence of a similar disaster might be 
avoided. The nation could least afl!brd to be misled in this matter 
whether the error related to individual or general causes, and the only 
way to get at the truth was by an inquiry conducted with the care and 
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precision which military experience has foiind indispensable for its at- 
tainment in such cases. The truth would have freed the nation from 
unhappy misapprehensions, and given to our military rulers information 
which would have been invaluable. It is not too much to say, that the 
result of such an inquiry by the comparison of military opinions, would 
have avoided subsequent errors in plans of campaign, which were only 
taught by fatal experience. 

We cannot close our review of the Narrative without expressing our 
admiration of the courageous endurance under a weight of unfounded 
calumny and the patriotic submission to cruel aspersions which General 
Patterson has exhibited. We are glad to hail such an instance of the 
highest qualities of manhood on the part of a worthy Pennsylvanian, 
and a true, gallant, and devoted soldier of the Republic. 



[From the WoELD (iVea; York Cily), March ith, 1865.] 

THE COMMITTEE ON THE CONDUCT OF THE WAR AND 

GENERAL PATTERSON. 

The crimes of criminals, the evil deeds done by persons upon whom 
the laws are brought to bear, and who expiate in legitimate penalties 
their illegitimate passions, plans, and acts, by no means make up the 
darkest or most discouraging chapter of human experience. It is the 
atrocities perpetrated in the name of public policy by men whom the 
world honors instead of hanging them ; it is the baseness of intrigues 
gilded by the "official" rank of the intriguers; it is the decorated vil- 
lainy of place and power which go furthest to wring assent from honest 
minds to the pessimist philosophy of the preacher, and to provoke the 
nineteenth century into echoing the cry come down from the night of 
ages past, " Vanity of vanities, all is vanity." 

When the history of the war we are now waging shall come, in some 
calmer future day, to be fully and justly written, the world, we may be 
sure, will be once more startled and shocked into exclaiming with 
Madame Roland, "Oh! liberty, what crimes are committed in thy name!" 
It will then be seen, what is now only vaguely surmised, how many 
human lives have been sacrificed ; how much human happiness has been 
destroyed ; how many fair names have been trifled with and blasted, to 
make a political point, to secure a party or a personal advantage, by 
the public and sworn administrators of the state's afiairs. 

Mr. Tennyson's noblest eulogy on England's " Iron Duke " is to chal- 
lenge for him this impartial scrutiny of times to come, and to say : 

" Whatever record leap to light, he never shall be shamed I" 
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Of whom among the leading personages in this western-world drama of 
ours can as much be said to-day by their boldest admirers ? 

The true history of one single wheel in the administrative machine, 
that of the "■ Congressional Coramitteee on the Conduct of the War," so 
involves all the enginery besides as to preclude the hope of exemption for 
any part of it from the scathing which posterity is always so ready to 
bestow on the selfishness, tlje sins, and the folly of 'its ancestors. The 
proceedings of that committee since its first institution have in the main 
escaped the public eye. Its sessions have been unwatched ; its reports, 
issued in bulky ofiicial volumes, have been, for the most part, uucriti- 
cized. But its influence has been felt in every quarter of the military 
field of operations ; and, setting in motion a hundred different organs of 
opinion, it has wrought persistently through Congress, the telegraph, the 
press, and private correspondence, in the formation of public sentiment, 
concerning the character and conduct of our generals, the causes of our 
disasters and our successes, and the objects at which we either are aim- 
ing or ought to aim in the prosecution of the war. Its course has been 
ful^y familiar only to the members of the administration themselves, to 
the executive and his ministers ; and as these have been in a position to 
understand the nature of whatever injustice it was doing, and whatever 
misrepresentations it was propagating, upon them equally with the com- 
mittee must the shame and scandal finally fall of evil things done in the 
abused name of the public good. 

The case of General Patterson gives us one of the most characteristic 
pictures of the temper and the purposes of this strange Congressional 
star-chamber, this aulic council of partisan coroners sitting in permanent 
inquest upon men whose lives and fortunes have been given to the 
national cause. For now nearly four years. General Patterson, a brave 
and experienced soldier, who had fought for his country against Eng- 
land in 1812, against Mexico in 1846, and whose sword leaped again 
from its scabbard at the first cry from the imperilled capital in 1861, 
has been crucified in the public eye as the guilty cause of that first la- 
mentable defeat at Manassas which so confirmed the hopes of the rebel 
leaders, and so consolidated the wavering front of rebellion. He has 
been charged with actual complicity with treason as well as with diso- 
bedience of orders, imbecility in the field, and indisposition to move 
against the enemy. That one or another uninformed person, seeking in, 
the first flush of national shame and disappointment to account for the- 
overthrow of our troops on that dark day, should have turned to Gene- 
ral Patterson as the party responsible, is not surprising. But " the Com- 
mittee on the Conduct of the War," after months had passed, and the 
whole case had been fully investigated, deliberately set forth to the 
world " that the principal cause of defeat on that day was the failure of 
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General Patterson to hold the forces of Johnston in the valley of the 
Shenandoah." 

Who then could question such a verdict ? Not the public, unable to 
command all the evidence in the case ; not General Patterson, restrained 
by a soldier's and a patriot's sense of duty from raising a personal con- 
troversy in the then condition of our public affairs. 

A "court of inquiry" might have substantiated the justice or injus- 
tice of this literally fearful charge, and a court of inquiry General Pat- 
terson had demanded. But the demand was refused by Secretary Came- 
ron on th^ ground that " such a court would throw the blame on General 
Scott," and that rather than "plant a thorn in General Scott's pillow" 
General Patterson ought to consent to see himself execrated as the cause 
of a great public shame and misfortune, and to accept for his children, 
his friends, and his State, this odious weight of scandal. The President 
took the same view of the case, assuring General Patterson, that " I 
have never found fault with or censured you ; your hands were tied, you 
obeyed orders, and did your duty, and I am satisfied with your conduct." 
A call made by the Senate on the War Department for the documents 
in the case was met with a refusal, as " incompatible with the public 
interest." Thus utterly silenced, and " honorably discharged " from the 
public service. General Patterson retired to private life. There the 
committee found him. They never permitted him to hear or cross-ex- 
amine one witness testifying against him, and they expressly refused to 
let him know what had been testified against him. Working thus in 
the dark, as toward himself, the committee yet had all the necessary 
light on the truth of the case. They had the evidence of numbers of 
officers as to the real causes of the disaster at Manassas. They had the 
evidence that Patterson had telegraphed the advance of Johnston to 
Scott twenty-four hours before the, battle ; that Patterson had been notified 
by Scott of his intention to fight on the 16th, and never notified of any 
change in that intention ; that no order to attack Johnston was ever 
sent by Scott to Patterson j and that, notwithstanding the condition of 
his troops, most of them volunteers, impatient to escape from the service, 
and whose terms were actually expiring, Patterson had kept Johnston 
from joining Beauregard five days beyond the day specified by Scott. 

All this the committee knew. They knew, moreover, that the forma- 
tion of the Pennsylvania Reserves, to which the capital owed its safety 
after Bull Run, was the work of Patterson, done in the teeth of the War 
Department, which had declined to accept these troops when Governor 
Curtin, at Patterson's request, had begun to raise them. They knew 
that the refusal of the administration to grant Patterson an open military 
vindication of his character and conduct was expressly based upon their 
wish to shield the reputation of General Scott. 



EDITORIALS FROM LEADING JOURNALS. 183 

But General Patterson was a Democrat; and the committee, all, no 
doubt, " honorable men," who would scorn to filch the good name of 
their neighbors in private life, saw no harm in suppressing the truth, 
and in sending a shameful, slander forth, officially indorsed, to consum- 
mate the cruel work of ignorant and passionate detraction. General 
Patterson, at last, has spoken. In a pamphlet of a hundred pages he 
has arrayed the simple facts of the case with such force and clearness as 
to carry to every mind capable of candor and justice the conviction, not 
only that, T)y the Committee on the Conduct of the War, he was made 
the scapegoat of the blunders and the folly of his military and political 
superiors, but that this was done by the committee with a distinct and 
perfect knowledge of the atrocity of the injustice which they were per- 
petrating. 

He thus sums up the real history of his connection with the opening 
campaign of the war : 

" In fact I was never ordered to attack at all, and as I did not see a 
probability of success, nor did any of the officers he' had attached to my 
command and instructed me to consult, I claim that I was right not to 
attack the enemy's intrenched position at Winchester. 

" Every dispatch I ever received impressed upon me, not the necessity 
of striking a blow, or making a bold dash upon the enemy, but the ex- 
ercise of the greatest caution ; to risk nothing, and never give battle 
without a well-ascertained superiority. All felt that the first blow should 
be a decisive one, and that any success by the rebels would prove, as it 
did, an encouragement to years of resistance. After actually issuing 
the order for an attack on Winchester, I yielded reluctantly to the be- 
lief of my inability to do whafl hoped, on the clearest evidence, and 
upon the judgment of those entitled to be consulted. 

" I did, with greatly inferior numbers, 'hold the rebel army in my front 
on the alert,' and I did prevent it from reinforcing Manassas Junction, 
by means of threatening manoeuvres and demonstrations ' as ordered by 
my superior,' not only on the day General Scott desired me to do so, but 
for five days afterwards. That no advantage was taken of this was not my 
fault. That the General-in-chief should cast any reflection upon the 
movement to Charlestown is certainly singular, as he had himself ordered 
me to go there (ante, p. 68), and I had told him the precise day I was 
going and the route, via Bunker Hill, which I should take (ante, p. 70). 
After my arrival in Charlestown, the expiration of the term of service 
of most of my troops prevented any further demonstration. The fact 
that they would not in any number remain beyond their term of service 
at my request, created remark at the time ; but as every commander who 
has since tried the experiment has met with similar experience, I do not 
deem it necessary to give any of the details of my eflbrts to detain them. 
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" I regretted the recall of certain troops, just as I was partially across 
the Potomac, as it left me entirely without artillery. If it was necessary 
to paralyze my force to save Washington, I have no complaint to make. 
But after it was done, I do object to being blamed for the temporary de- 
lay occasioned by it. 

" I did subsequently move, two days after receiving a single battery 
of six guns, and crossed the Potomac with less than eleven thousand 
men, in the face of a force proved by the official report of General John- 
ston to be greatly my superior, and having, according to my information, 
twenty-four pieces of artillery. 

" Whether batteries and cannon could or could not be supplied rae, I 
shall not discuss. As my adversary had, as he admits, at least sixteen 
pieces of field artillery, together with heavy siege guns, I think no one 
will blame me for my attempts, ineffectual though they were, to obtain 
some additions to my six. My siege train when near Winchester con- 
sisted of one 30-pounder, one 24-pounder, and an old 8-inch howitzer. 

" General Scott scorns to avail himself of the misstatements of the com- 
mittee, but frankly admits that he received the intelligence of Johnston's 
approach, but determined to fight the battle of Bull Eun in spite of it. 
How absurd is it, then, to attribute the disaster of that day to the unex- 
pected arrival of Johnston. It was known, but evidently deemed of 
small moment ; so great was the confidence at Washington, that they 
would not wait until I could come up. They deemed, and public opinion 
supported them in it, that their force was perfectly irresistible against 
everything that the rebels could oppose to it. To use General Scott's 
own words : 

" ' Though opposed to the movement at first, we bad all become ani- 
mated and sanguine of success.' 

"I did not write to General Scott 'as if assured of victory,' though 
repeatedly declaring my readiness to assault Winchester if ordered by 
him to do so. I said nothing in my reports to foster the too sanguine 
expectation of success which preeipitated the attack of McDowell, While 
from my position it was impossible for me to co-operate with him. That 
my estimate of the difficulties of an advance in the Shenandoah Valley, 
with the three months' volunteers, was not exaggerated, sufficiently ap- 
pears from the ill success that has since attended the movements in that 
direction, of more experienced troops, successively commanded by Gen- 
erals Stone, Fremont, Banks, Miles, Milroy, Siegel, Wallace, and Hun- 
ter. The first successful campaign there since I relinquished the com- 
mand was made very recently, by General Sheridan, at the head of a 
veteran army, after first meeting serious reverses. 

" General Scott, in his recent autobiography, has added nothing to his 
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criticisms on this campaign, further than to say, in speaking of the at- 
tacli on Vera Cruz : 

" 'Several generalsand colonels, among them Major-General Patterson, 
an excellent second in command, notwithstanding his failure as chief 
on the Shenandoah in 1861, solicited the privilege of leading storming 
parties.' 

"While I am duly grateful for this compliment to my services in 
Mexico, I must protest against the assertion that I acted ' as chief on 
the Shenandoah in 1861.' I was a subordinate, .without knowing the 
plan of my principal. I was ordered to co-operate in the movement 
which was not — and I was not informed of its postponement — made at 
the time indicated. When I was in a condition to move into Virginia, 
and had actually crossed the Potomac, I was ordered back, and told ' to 
keep within my limits, until I could satisfy the General-in-chief I ought 
to go beyond them.' When I presented my plan to go to Leesburg, it 
was disapproved. When I asked for instructions, they were not given. 
My movements were regulated by telegraphic dispatches, received from 
day to day and hour to hour, and I never was invested with the dignity 
of ' chief,' until it became expedient to make me responsible for the 
failure of the campaign.'' 



[From the Times {Chicago), March 9lh, 1865.] i 

GENEEAL PATTEKSON. 

General Patterson, who has been so severely denounced for failing to 
hold or to assail Johnston, and thus prevent his reinforcing Beauregard, 
at the first battle of Manassas, has published a pamphlet which candid 
men must admit is a complete justification of himself, if the statements 
therein made of his having been restrained by orders from General Scott 
are admitted as true. General Patterson says that Mr. Lincoln, after a 
full knowledge of till his action in the matter, assured him as follows : 
" I have never found fault with, or censured you ; your hands were tied ; 
you obeyed orders and did your duty, and I am satisfied with your con- 
duct." The Committee on the Conduct of the War, in investigating his 
case, never permitted him to hear or cross-examine a witness testifying 
against him, and explicitly refused to let him know what had been testi- 
fied against him. A call made by the Senate on the War Department for 
the documents in the case was met by a refusal, as being " incompatible 
with the public interests." A court of inquiry was demanded by Gen- 
eral Patterson, but Secretary Cameron declined to grant it, on the ground 
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that " such a court ■would throw the blame on General Scott," and that 
rather than " plant a thorn in General Scott's pillow," General Patterson 
should submit to the weight of censure and misrepresentation! with which 
he was visited. The General alleges that the Committee on the Conduct 
of the War had all the, necessary light, and that their report was in de- 
fiance even of the facts gathered in the partial investigation, conducted 
with an evident intention to reach the conclusion attained. General 
Scott, in his recent autobiography, in speaking of the storming of Vera 
Cruz, thus speaks of General Patterson : 

"Several generals and colonels, among them Major-General Patterson, 
an excellent second in command, notwithstanding his failure as chief 
on the Shenandoah in 1861, solicited the privilege of leading storming 
parties." 

To which General Patterson rejoins as follows : 

" While I am duly grateful for this compliment to my services in 
Mexico, I must protest against the assertion that I acted ' as chief on 
the Shenandoah in 1861.' I was a subordinate without knowing the 
plan of my principal. I was ordered to co-operate in the movement 
which was not — and I was not informed of its postponement — made at 
the time indicated. When I was in a condition to move into Virginia, 
and had actually crossed the Potomac, I was ordered back and told ' to 
keep within my limits, until I could satisfy the General-in-Chief I ought 
to go beyond them.' When I presented my plan to go to Leesburg, it 
was disapproved. When I asked for instructions, they were not given. 
My movements were regulated by telegraphic dispatches, received from 
day to day and hour to hour, and I never was invested with the dignity 
of 'chief until it became expedient to make me responsible for the 
failure of the campaign." 

While every true American must feel a just pride in the fame of Gen- 
eral Scott, and must be grateful to him for his services to the country, 
it will not be alleged that a gallant and meritorious officer, who dis- 
tinguished himself in the last war with Great Britain and in the war 
with Mexico, and who was among the foremost to take the field when 
the rebellion began, should be sacrificed merely to *prove that General 
Scott had not erred in judgment. Either the facts stated by General 
Patterson in his pamphlet must be successfully controverted, or it must 
be admitted that he has been the victim of deliberate and cruel injus- 
tice. 
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[Ji-om the Daily Dispatch {St. Louis), March 15th, 1865.] 

GENEBAL PATTEKSON IN DEFENCE. 

In justice to a man who has been the subject of much obloquy, and an 
object of the cruellest suspicious, we extract from the Philadelphia Press 
a defence, or rather an explanation of General Patterson's conduct at 
Harper's Ferry, about the time of the battle of Bull Eun. By almost 
common consent. General Patterson has been charged with the responsi- 
bility of that disaster, and that, too, in the teeth of positive evidence 
that he twice asked permission to attack Johnston's army without receiv- 
ing authority to do so. It will be scarcely possible to read the Press 
articles without being convinced that Patterson has been most unjustly 
treated. 



[From the Demookat ( WUliamiiporC), March ISth, 1865.] 

THE EARLY CAMPAIGNS OF THE WAR; GENERAL PATTER- 
SON AND THE CAMPAIGN OE THE SHENANDOAH. 

It gives us sincere pleasure to lay before our readers (many of whom 
were members of the " gallant old Eleventh "), the following manly and 
complete vindication of the operations of General Patterson's column in 
the Valley of the Shenandoah during the first three months of the war. 
Coming as it does from The Press — one of the most influential as well 
as timeserving organs of the dominant party — it must bring convic- 
tion to the mind of the most " loyal " of all the " loyal leaguers," who 
were loudest in their denunciation of an officer of whom the President 
thus said : " I am unable to see that you could have done anything else 
than you did do ; your hands were tied ; you obeyed your orders and did 
your duty, and I am satisfied with your conduct." 



[Prom the Republican (SL Lmds), March \Uh, 1865.] 

MAJOR-GENERAL PATTERSON. 

Hardly one in ten of the ofBeers in command of departments and 
corps have escaped censure for failure to carry out a successful cam- 
paign. Almost every one has been saved by favoritism at Washington, 
and that with a very small margin to go upon. A committee of Con- 
gressmen, composed of men who never saw a battle-field, and who are 
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controlled by their factious and political prejudices, have assumed to 
pass judgment upon every unsuccessful campaign, and as a matter of 
course, have always summoned witnesses before them to substantiate 
their precarious opinions. This committee is doing infinite injury to the 
service and the country. 



[Rom the Ameeicak VoLnNTEEB (Carlisle, Pa.), March 2Sd, 1865.] 

MAJOE-GENEEAL PATTEESON. 

It is -with much pleasure thai we give place in our columns to an 
editorial which appeared in The Press of February 7th. The great 
injustice done Major-General Patterson seems at length to have become 
too manifest even for those most bitterly opposed to him, to permit a 
longer silence on their part. The opposition press of the State, be it 
said to their credit, with scarcely an exception, are out strongly in his 
vindication from the unjust and wicked assaults which this venerable 
old man has quietly submitted to for the last three years. 

We have always felt, and so expressed our opinion, through this paper, 
that the day would come when justice would vindicate the truth of his- 
tory, and instead of General Patterson receiving condemnation he would 
receive the gratitude and praise of his countrymen. This day, long 
delayed, has at length arrived, and from the President of the United 
States down, the almost universal verdict of candid men is not only an 
acquittal of the charges made against his loyalty and ability, but a sin- 
cere acknowledgment of the debt of gratitude due him from the nation. 
Whilst thus vindicating the fame of an old soldier to whom the republic 
owes much, these acknowledgments relieve the commonwealth from the 
unjust odium attempted to be fastened upon her through these false 
charges made upon one of her noblest citizens. 

We hail with joy this manifestation of a return from passion to 
reason; for only in the triumph of truth over blinded prejudice and 
error can the people hope for a future worthy the earlier promises of the 
nation. 
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■ [i^Vom the American Voldkteee (Carlisle, Pa.), March 2Sd, 1865.] 

MAJOE-GENEEAL PATTEESON. 

Ou our first page we publish, -with some remarks of our own, an article 
from the Philadelphia (Abolition) Press', in vindication of General Pat- 
terson's military character. It will be recollected that in the early- 
campaigns of the war General Patterson had command of the Pennsyl- 
vania militia in the Shenandoah Valley. It will be remembered, too, 
that after the terrible disaster at Bull Eun, Patterson was severely crit- 
icized by ignorant and vindictive political demagogues, because, as they 
said, " he failed to attack Johnston, when he advanced to participate in 
the battle." ' Military men — those who were on Patterson's staff — knew 
very well why he did not give battle to Johnston. He wanted to do so 
— plead to do so — but his request was refused, his advice disregarded, 
and he with his command ordered to recross the river, after doing whicli 
he was deprived of all his regular" troops and his artillery, leaving him, 
as The Press says, " helpless and without a gun." General Scott, with 
all his military experience, committed this grave error — an error which 
General Patterson tried his best to avert. This blunder, it is more than 
probable, caused the disaster to our arms. 

Immediately after the battle of Bull Run, as we have said, the paid 
minions of the administration commenced their assaults upon the vet- 
eran General Patterson. Well did Mr. Lincoln and his Secretary of 
War know that these assaults were unjust and libellous, but yet, with 
that cold indifference for which both are noted, they looked on and 
smiled, and refused to call off the political puppies who were yelping at 
the heels of as brave and sagacious a general as the Union army con- 
tained. It was political bias that actuated these miserable defamers and 
cowards. It was a conspiracy, as treasonable as it was devilish. Gen- 
eral Patterson was a prominent Democrat, and the administration and 
its hirelings considered it necessary to assail him, and, if possible, tarnish 
his fair reputation as a soldier and patriot. The same infernal motive 
induced the magnates at Washington to conspire against McClellan, 
Fitz John Porter, Franklin, and other military chiefs. Lincoln, even 
at that early day, was at work for a renomination by his piebald party, 
and he felt disposed to put his big feet upon all who disputed his right 
to hold power as long as he pleased. It was not patriotism, it was not 
country, it was not decency, that prompted him ; it was a low, grovelling 
desire for power. Every man who was not an Abolitionist, and who 
was not willing to make the war a contest for negro equality, was to be 
put down. This was the Abolition programme, and hence it was that 
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the most distinguished officers in our army were defamed by remorseless 
Abolition demagogues. 

But we have been digressing. Our object in commencing these re- 
marks was to call attention to General Patterson's vindication on our 
first page. This candid and fair justification of the military conduct of 
the old hero could not have appeared in The Press previous to the 
election ; but no matter. Late as it is. it is triumphant, and settles 
malicious slanders forever. 
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